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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


(JOVKRNOR OF IJKNOAL. 

His Excelloncy tho Rif^ht Hon’Me Vk ix>r Alkxandkr ()Kc)8(tic Robert 
B rLWKR-TiYnoN, Karl of I Alton, P.(\. (i.(M.K. 

MKMBKRS OF THF KXKt’mVF OOFNCIL. 

The Hou’ble Sir Ruw ('h\m) M\iit\h. K.i'.S.I., K.CM.E., I.O.M.. 
Mahai^jadhirajji Baliadur of l^unlwan, Vi<'e-J*re8id<»nt, in fhar^fe of 
the^ollo^\ in^r portfolios : — 

1. liuntl Rt»venue. 

2. Laml Aixjuisition. 

8. Forests. 

4. Irrij?:ati(»n. 

5. Fxchided Areas. 

tl. Fiir(tj)ean Fd neat ion. 

The ll(»n’hle Sir AiiD-rn-RAHiM, Kt., in rlia!>,^e of the following poll* 
folios 

1. Judicial. 

2. F migration. 

• Ininiigrat inn. 

4. Jurisdiction, 
f). Legislative, 
fi. Haj Pilgrimage. 

Th(‘ llon’lde Mr. 11. L. STKrHK?i^oN, (’.S.T., (M.Tv, in charge of the 
following jMirtfoIios : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political — excluding Ilaj Pilgrimage, 

8. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Eccle.sia.‘»tical. 

The non’hle Mr. J. (M.E., in charge of the following 

portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2^ Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Subject#. 

4. Marine. 
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MINISTEES. 

The Hon’ble Sir Si kkndha Natji Bankiuka, Kt., in charge of the follow- 
ing jMJ'”tfolioH : — t 

'L«)(’al Self-Govorninent and I’uhlir Health. 

The Hn;ri)le Mr. J'iioVASji (Jiii’NDKJi MiTTOi, CM.K., in charge of the 
following j)(ji tfoli(» 

ICducation. 

The Ilon’hle the Nawah S\iYii) Nawab Am Chacdhuri, Khan IJahadur, 
(M.K., in charge of the following portfolioH • 

Agriculture ami Tuhlic \Vork«. 
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Afldy, Rahu Annilya Dhnne. (RiM»j?ail National CbamlK'r of Oommorc^.) 
Afzal, Nawabzada K. M.. Khan Rabuditr fl)at’(‘a (’ity (Mubaininadaii^. ] 
Aliined, Khan Raliadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Itajshnbi South ;Mubain- 
madan). ] 

Abnu‘d, Kbati Rabadur Maulvi WaMinunbiin. | Pabna (Mubanmiadan). ] 
AbnuHl, Maulvi Azahannldin. [Rakur^anj Wont (Muhammadan).) 
Ahmod# Maulvi Rafi I dtlin [Jon-ioiv South ( Mubatiimadan). ] 

Alinu'd, MauKi \ akuifjuddin. [ 1)iiiuj{nir (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Mi. M. f I''arid|Mir South ( Muhammadan ). | 

Ahmed. Murishi dafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] ' 

Alev, Afr. S. Malilwadi. | ( ’alcutfa Sout h (Muhammadan).] 

Ali. Maulvi Syed Muk.sood. | Rarraekiioie Muniidinil (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Mr. S\ed Krfaii. [Nadia (Muhammadan).) 

Ali, Mr. Syed Nasim. [ '^M-Rar^anax Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Muii-sln Amir, f ( 'hitta^on^ (Muhammadan).) 

Ali, Munshi Ayuh. [ (’hitla^^on^ (Muhammadan).] ^ 

Arhammhliii, Maulvi Khandakar. [MyinenHinj^h Weal (Mulmm* 
madaii ^ . | 

Azam, Khan Rahadui Khwaja Mohamed. [ Daera East Rural (Muhnm* 
inadaii). ] 

B 

Rand, Mi R. N. (Indian -fut^* Mills AMhorjaiion. ) 

Ranerjea, the Ilon’hle Sir Surendra Nath. (Minist 4 *r, 2’1-lhirganaA 
MunieijMil (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Ranerjee. Rai Ruhadur Ahinash (’handra. [Rirhhuin ( Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Rarma, Rai Sahib Ranehanan. fRan>r[»ur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr, II. ( Anjrh^-lndian. ) 

Ra.'^u, Ralm .latindra Nath. (Ralcutla North (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Bhattachui ji, Babu Hem (-handra (Nominated Non-official — lailnnir- 
inj^ (’lasses.) 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mvmensingh East (Nun-Miihammadan). ] 

0 

Carey, Mr. W. E. (Indian Mininf? Aasoriation.) 

(Thaudhuri, Rahu Kishori Mohan. [Hajshaki (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. fDinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Chaudhuri, Khaa Bahadur .Maolvi Hahzar Bahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhainmud. |Maida cam Jalpaiguri (Muham- 
madan ) . J 

Chaudhuri, Rai llaieiidranaih. [^d-iVrgandfe Rural North (Non- 
Muhumrnadan). ] 

('haudliuri, Sir AHutonh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
(Chaudhuri, the Hon’hle the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Mininter, Mymen.singli East (Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Ruhiiiaf jaii. ( Faridpur North (Muhammadan).'] 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. (Exinut, Nominated.) • 

Cohen, Mr. 1). J. [(Calcutta South (!i‘ntral (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Colvin, Mr. G. L. (Bengal (’hamber of Commerce.) 

(’rawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea AH.Mociation.) 

Currie, Mr. W, C. (Bengal (■hamber of Commerce.) 

D 

Das, Balm Bliismadev. (Nominated Non-oflieial — Depressed (dasaes.) 
Das, Mr. S. R. [(lahmtta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Rai Baluidur Nibaran (diamlra. [Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

l)e, Bahu Faiiindralal. fHoogId\ cuw Howrah Rural ( Non-Muham- 
madan ) . 1 

Deare, Major-General B. 11. (Nomitia1<*d Otiicial.’) 

Ihdasle, .Mr. d. A. | Daeea and Chitlagong ( Fiirojx'an ) . ] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Gtfieial.) 

Donahl, the llon’hle Mr. d. ^.Member, Executive Council.) 

Donovan, Mr. d. T. (Nominatfsl Oflit ial.) 

Doss, Rai Baliadur Pyari Lai. | Dacca (^ity (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Mr. A joy Chunder. [Bankura Ea.st (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Hai Baliadur Dr. Ilaridhan. [(\dcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Diitta, Bahu Annada Charan. [Chittagong (Non-Muharamadan). ] 
Dutta, Balm Indu Bhushan. [Tipixua (Non-Muhammadan).] 

E 

Emerson, Mr. T, (Nominated Official.) 

F 

• « 

Farm^ui, Mr. K. G. M. [TipiM*ra (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Canifdiell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).} 
French, Mr. F. C. (Nominated Official.) ' . 
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Ghatak, flai Bahadur Nilmaiii. [Malda (Nou-Muhaniuiadan).] 

Ghose, Mr. 1). C. [24-Par^aua8 Rural South (Non-Muhnmmadau).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur .Togeudra Ohuuder. (Cahutta University.) 
Goode, Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna t Muhammadan). ] 

Haq, Shah S\ed Emdadul. [Tip}H‘ra (Muhammadan).) 

Hornell, Mf. W. W. (Nominated Official.) 

Hunting^ord, Mr. 0. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Hu(j, Maulvi Kkramul. [Murshidahad (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi ^fd. Mada.ssur. [Burdwan Division North (Muhura* 
mndaii).) 
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James, Mr R H. L. Latigfonl. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Jamih, Balm Saiat Cliandra. [ .Midnais)re South (Non-Muhammadan).] 


K 

Karim. Maiihi. Ka/.lal. (Bakargaiij, South (Muhammadan).] 

Kliaitan. Bairn l)c\i I'rosad (Nnniinatc<l Non-offi<‘ial, ) 

Kliaii. Balm DciMOidia Lai. | Midnapoic .Noith ( Non-Muhammadan). ) 
Khan, Mauhi Ilaiiiid-ud-din. [Kaiigfuir Hast ( Mulianimudan ) . ) 

Khan, Maulvi .Md. Bah<iue I’ddin. ( .M ymeiisingh East (Muham- 
nia<lan) . ) 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. (Uah utta North ( Mulmminadun). ] 

Khan ('haudhuri, Khan Baliadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. ( Hajslmhi 
North ( M uhammadan ) . ] 


L 

Lang, Mr. J. (Nominated Offitial.) 

Larmour, Mr. E. A. (t'alcutta Trades Association.) 

Law, Raja Reshee ('rise. (Bengal National (Imniber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maharujadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon ’hie. (Member, Execu- 
tive CcAiucil. ) • • 

Mekramali, Munshi. fNoakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Mallik, Bahu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Marr, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.), 
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McAlpin, Mr. M. C. (Nominated OflScial.) 

Mitra, Ilai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mi tier, the Hon ’hie Mr. P. C. (Minister, Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgdn, Mr. G. (Bengal Chaml)er of Commerce.) 

Muir, Mr. R. II. (Bengal Chaml>er of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly curn Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhainmadaii).] 

Mukherjee, Balm Nitya Dhon. [Hcmghly Municipiilities (Non-Muham- 
niadan). ] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-official— ?rhe Indian 
C/hristian Community.) • 

MukhoiHidhuya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnaimre South (Non-Muhara- 
madan ) . ] 

Mullick, Babu Nirmle Beharv. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan),] 
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Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. f24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Nasker, Babu Hem (’handra. f24-Parganas Rural (Vntral (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul .luldair, f MymenMiiig]i West (Mulmm- 
maduii) . ] 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radhu Charan. [(hdcutta East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] * 

Parrott, Mr, Percy. 

Poddar, Babu Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Prentice, Mr, W, I), R. (Nominated 'Official.) 

R 

Rae, Mr. W. R, [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

Ruheem, Mr. Abdur, (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. (Member. Executive Cc^uncil.) 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri ( Non -Muhammadan ). ] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. [Rnngpur West (Muhammadan).] 

^ay,* Babu Bhal>endrn Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Parganas Municipal 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareawar. (Rajshahi l4mdho]ders. ) 



ALyHABETICAI, LIST OF HEUBERS. xi* 

Bay, Rai Bahadur Uiieiidra Lnl. (ChittaKong landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Balm Brojendra Kishor. (Da.-ia Undholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-official— 
Labouring- riasses.) 

Ray Choudbiirv, Kiija \ranniutlia Nath. [MyrneiiHingh West (Non- 
Muhaminadan).] 

Kishi, Uabu Rasik ('haiidra. [Noakhuli (Nou-Miiliammadau). j 
Roy, Rabu Jogendra Krishna. [ Faritijmr South ( Non-Muhuinimidan). J 
Roy, Rabu dogiuidra Nath. [Dacca Rural ( Nou-Muhamiuadan) . ] 

Roy, Rabu Naliiii Nath. f.Ies.sore South (Non-Muhamniadan) . ] 

Roy, Mahauija Rahadur Kshauiiish ('haiidra. [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Rijoyjirosad Singli. [ Iturdwan (Non-Muhaniinadan). ] 

Roy, Mr. (). N. <Noiuinatcd Ottic ial.) 

Roy, Mr. T. N. (Noin mated Olficial.) 

Roy, Mr. 1'ant Rliu.san. (itcngal Mahajan Subha.) 

Ro\ , Rai Rahadur Lalit Moliun Smgh. (Rutdwan Landhoblers.) 

Roy, Raja Maiiiloll Smgh. | Runlwaii ( Noii-Muhainiuadaii). ] 

Roy (’liaiidliuri, Rabu Sailaja Nath. (Khulna ( Non-Muhammadan). | 
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Salam, Khan Rahadur Abdus. |.I<‘ssorc North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Rabu .logesh ('haiulra. | Rangjuir ( Non-Muhammadan) . j 
Sarkar. Rahu Ri.shindru Nath. [ Rankura West (Non-Muhammadan). | 
Sinha, Ralm Suicndia Naiayaii, | Muishidabad { Non-Muhammadan). J 
Skinner, Mr. H. K. < Ren gal ('hanib<*r (»f (’ommeice.) 

Spry, Mr. IL K. (Nominated Official.) 

Stark, Mr. II. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephenson, Mr. 11. L. ( MemlaT, K.xecutivc C’ouncil.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Itural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. llassun. [ IIcKighly rum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Suhrawardy. Mr. TIiis<*yn Shahe<-d [Rurdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan). ] 


T 


Traveiw, Mr W. L. [RajHhahi (Kuropean).] 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
.PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Tenth Session.) 

VOLUME X. 

Proceeding of the Bengal Legislative Council asaembled under the 
provisions of the Covernmont of India Aot. 

Tiik (’ouucil mot in tlu‘ (’otinoil ('liaiiil>€‘r in tlio Town Hall, (^tloutta, 
on Monday tho LMitli Novoinhor, 1922, at 2>4() r.M. 

Present: 

Tlio llon’ido tho rroKidont in tho (’liaii, Uio fi»ur Hon’hlo Moinbors of 
tho Kxocutivf* (’oum il, two Hon’Mo MiniMors (tho Hon’hlo tho Nnwab 
Saiyid Na\tah All ( Miaiidhuri , Khan Bahatlur, ladn^ al)M‘nt), and 
10] nominated and tdoctod inomhors. 


Oatlis. 

lOio folhotiii^ moniltors mado an oath or aflirination f)f thoir allejfi- 
nnoo to tho ('rown : — 

Tho Ifoirhlo Mr. H. K A. (’orro.v, c.i.e. {Pretideni). 

Majoi-tioiiciid 11. If. Dkmik, f.i.K., i.M.s. 

Mr. (1 . N . Hoy. 

Mr. A. Makr, c.i.e. 

Mr. (i. (j. Dev. 

Mr. T. Donovaw. 

Sir Hk(;in\ld Clarke, kt., c.i.e. 

Mr. S. H. Das. 

Maiilvi Fa/i K\inM ('iiowdiii ky. 

Manlvi Hmim\u^n Choi ohi ry. 

Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

At 3 p.M. the Repristrar to the Countril announood to tho Hon'hh* the 
Presidt'nt that His P'xrolh‘nov tho (lovoriior wan W'ithout. 

The Hon’blo tho Prosidont then left his Heat on the daiii and met 
Hih ExooHota'v at tho door of tho (’harnber. IliH Exc‘ollenoy • thea 
entered the Chamber with tho HfiiCble the Pro‘*ident and, at the request 
of the Hon ’hie the President, took his seat on the PreHidential Chair, 
the Hon*hI« the President being seated on His Excellency’s right. 
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His Exoelieficy the Governor’s address, 

HIS EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Earl of 
Lytton) : (iKNTLEMKN, — Ou tw(> previous oc‘(‘a8ioii8, siuc4i my arrival in 
India, I have taken the opjx>rtunity of the opening or closing of a session 
to addj’esH you upon matters in whicli I have personally tiiken some action 
which I desired to explain to the ( Council. Jn the present session, 
there is only one sucli matter — namely, the lUJinination of a successor 
to the late Nawah Sir Syed Shams-ul-JIuda as Prt'sident of the Council, 
and in the lew remarks 1 have to makt^ to you this afternoon 1 shall 
coniine niywdf to that matter. On the last occasion 1 expressed my desire 
to he associated with the vote which the Council [msscd of condolence with 
the late President on his illness and retirement. Since the Council 
last met Nawah Sir Syed Shams-ul-lfiida has died, and once again I wish 
to join with the memlKUs of this Council in exjuessing my appreeiation 
of his s(*rviceH and iiiv svmpathv with his familv in their hereavt*ment. 
Pefore 1 (Mime to deal with tlie a])pointment of his successor I have an 
(»bligati<m of gratitude to discharge to the Deputy- President for the 
pul)li(^ spirit with which lie luis carried out his ditticult duties. The 
(^)umdl, I know’, appreciates the manner in whi(*h Bahu Surendra 
Nath Bay lias fillcMl the jHist of l)«*put\-Prcsi(h‘iitship and done the work 
of President for a year, hut I w'lsh to <‘xpiess publicly my l>ersoiial 
thanks to him in particular for the spiiit in which Ik* rcctdveil the 
ajipointnKMit of Mr. (\)tt<)n, whicdi mast, of <-oiir.se, ]ia\e lx*en a dis- 
ap|X)intment to him. He, at once, acceded t(> my rispiest to (‘ontinue 
ill tlo* post of I)t‘j»uty-Presidcnt, and in tlic most piihlic-sfunted 
maniuM’ consented to pnvside over the Council in tin* .lulv and August 
sessions. Throng’hout the whole of th(‘ period in which he has |>er- 
forme<l the dutii's cvf Presiilent he has refused to accc'pt any salary for 
his services. I am d«H*plv grateful to Mr. Ka\ loi tlie admirable 
spirit which he has shown ihioughout. I am sure that all the mem- 
bers of tin* (\miM il will join with me in an a])preciaion of his services. 
I now’ wish to .say one w'onl alxait the seba tion wliich I have made of 
a succe.ssor to the late IVesident, As ^the Couiu il is aware, the Act 
of IfHJl imposes upon the Oovenior the <luty of selecting the President 
of the Tiegislative Council for the first four years of its life. After 
that time the Council will elect its own President. It w’as the inten- 
tion of Bnrliament and of the Select Joint Commit tcv. which helped to 
frame the Act of 1919, that, wdiere jacssible, the post of President, during 
these first ^ four years, should be filled by some one w'ith exjwience 
of the working of representative institutions in England, so that the 
lules of busine.ss might W framed and the customs of debate estah- 
lished from the first in nccordaiu'e with iiarliamentar\’ traditiona. 
Xs these Councils have l>een eonstituted on the mwlel of the House 
of Commons, it is im|>ortant that their memWs should have *tlie 
means of learning at the outwt wdiat is the custom and practice of 
procedure in the House of Commons. It was^ with this objeqt that 
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Mr. (now Sir Frederick) Wh*t^ wa« appointed to preside over the Legis- 
lative Assembly and guide the memlK»rj» of that lK>dy in laying the ftmnda- 
tions of their procedure, and from all that I have l>een able to learn, that 
appointment has Wen t^lly juMtified. It was with the same object 
tliat, when the post of President of this ('ouncil btH^ame vacant, I 
decidwl to look, first of all, for a man with some parliamentary 
experience. It would, I think, W a most undes4»rved reproach i( it 
could be said with any truth that the business of a Provincial liCgis- 
lative Council was not of sufficient interest or importance to induce 
a ineinWr of the House of ('ominous fo accept the otKce of its Presi- 
dent, Mr. ton’s acceptance of this |H)st has reiiuvved fliis 
reproach as far as Hengal is <’onct‘riie<l, ami, judged by this U'st, 
we can now say that (nir business is uo less imi>ortaut than that of 
the ]if‘gi8lative Assembly. It is my ambition, as I am vsure it is that 
of every one of its memlH»rs. that the Hengal Is*gislative Count il shoultl 
come to Ih» recogin.sed as the Ik^sI intHlcl of a n^pivscntative legis- 
latun* in Imliu. I feel that I am foikiinato in having stsuired in 
Mr. Cotton, a man who has not only had ex|M*ru‘nce in llie House of 
Coinnions and the Londtui County Cimncil, but has hatl previous 
experience of Htuigal ami its |>eopl<‘. Mr (’ot ton’s name is well 
known and greatly revered in Calcutta. He, himself, I am glad to 
think, has many friends lu Hengal, and some even among fht* memlK*rs of 
this (’ouncil. Ht* conit's to us, tliercfiue. not a.H a stranger, but as an 
(.Id friend, and 1 am confident that he will ver\ tpiickly win the t'on- 
fidence and respect of this Council. I am |)eisonul)y (»xtreinely 
grateful io him for having accepted niN invitation, and I trust fhat 
his occupancy of this difficult and important post will serve to strengthen 
the adniiraition and affection wdiich I know' he already feels for the 
people of Hengal. ( Apjdaust'. ^ 

His Excellency the Governor then left the (’hamber preceded by the ' 
Hon’ble the President. 

The Hcurble the President then re-entered the ('ouncil Chamber 
and took the Chair. 


8p e< ch > i of Weloofiio. 

Tlio Hofi^blo the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Mr. Phesidknt,— After the elwpient tribute paid to you 
by His Exccdlency the (iovernor, I do not feel I would be justified in 
taking up the time of this Council at any length in welokwjiinff you 
here, but let me assure you, on Whalf of my Hon'blo ('olleagues, 
the MeniWrs and Mini.^lers, that it is a great pleasure to us to have 
you here tfMlay. As His Exwlleney has very rightly pointed out 
that when we have started on a great experiment in this country, 
in the Bengal T.egislative Council at any rate, we should have at the 
helm of affairs a President who iias ha^l experience of the fwocodure 
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in the Houne of ('ommons, and on the top of that you have had very 
valuable experience in the London (.’ounty Council, no/t to speak of 
that important body over which my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik 
at the present moment presides. A|>art from that, although like 
everywhere in India, the value of traditions is bt^inuing to l>e mini- 
mised, yet we are sure that the traditions of your family, the tradi- 
tions that >(mr riol>h* fat Her left Iwdiind, will assist you Ito discharge 
your duties to all of us in a manner whic h will not only help us to 
inakc^ this (’oiincd what it should lie, but help us to learn how to 
run this (’ouncil jiroperly. On behalf of rny Ilon’hle Colleagues, 
the* Memliers and Ministers, 1 wele^une you, Sir, once i^pre. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Mr. I^esident, 
— 1 desire to associate inyscdf thoroughly with the olxservations which 
have just been made by the Ilon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, and 1 extend tc^ \oii a wcdcoine not onh on behalf of 
(kivernrneiit, but 1 venture to add also on behalf of the members of 
this Oouncdl. You come licu’c, Sir, as tlie l)earer of a great name, of 
honoured traditions which have extorted the admiration and grati- 
tude of my feilow-countryinen, and your father’s name will long be 
cheriscHl wilth affeetionatc^ revcuence bv the pcsijde of this province. 
1 am surc\ Sir, that you will follow these traditions, add to them, 
amplify them and leave hcdiind you a tnaine worthy of tliesc^ gre^ut 
traditions of which you are the* inlieritor. 1 do not .think I vdiould 
detain this (’ouncil wdth a long s|>(‘cch. On l>fdmlf of the* roiincil 
I desire* to extend to you a most cordial welcome. 

Mr, DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): Mr. 

pRKsiiiKNT, It is with great pleasure that 1 giNe you a most liearty 
welcome. Wc liavc* known each other for more than cpiarter of a 
century and have been fri<‘nds for two generations. Feu’ five genera- 
tions ycui liave eaten the^salt of India and yo\i and your family have 
always hcsui the friends and well-wishers of the jieople of this coun- 
try, and have' iiot only sympathised with their aspirations hut have 
fought for their just rights. Botli in the Pnoincial and the Imj>e- 
rial (\)U!)ciI, as well as in the lm|M*rial Parliament, the people of this 
country found in your good father a sturdy cdiampion of their rights 
fighting on their hcdmlf. You luive all along muintaiiUHi the best 
tmditioTis of your fnmilv Is^th as Editor of Imlia, ns well as u mem- 
ber of the House of ronnnoUvS. and in your other spheres of activity 
in England. You will find in the memlx’rs of this Council a body 
of responsible and int<*lligent men who are generally actuated by a 
high s«>nse of duty to sc*rve their motherland and w'honi it will not be 
(Jifficvlt to guide utkI to manage. 

Rii JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BaliMlur: On behalf of 

the uon-oflirial members of this Council I beg to accord to you n 
hearty welcome and an assurance of our goodwill toward^ ’ you. 

1 
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IfiKi have come here amongst us with a great name. Tour father Sir 
Xenry Cotton’s name is cherished by the people of India with love 
and gratitude as one of their best friends. You, too, Sir, have oome 
here as His Excellency said, not as a stranger but as an old friend. You 
too had your part as Editor of the /ndto newspaper in the grant 
of the great Reforms which in spite of their palpable defects and in 
spite of the condemnation of im]>atient patriots are a great advance 
for India in the path of freedom. You have come here as a Member 
of the British House of Parliament with the best traditions of that 
House, with the best traditions of the stronghold of human freedpm, 
and we, thea^fore, exj>ect that you will treat us as the Sj^eaker of that 
great House would treat the Members of Parliament, with strictness 
and justice between man and man, and never interfere with that free- 
dom of speech which is ‘the very life of parliaments. 

Mr, R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: On behalf of the non-official 
European members of tlie Council 1 should like to be allowed to 
add our weltiome to those which have already In^eii extendwl to you 
by His Excellency and the succeeding si)eakers. We are not, Sir, 
numerically a very strong party in this Ilcmse. We are all, I 
think, extremely busy men, and, therefore, there are times when 
we are not able to devote to this Council perhaps all the attention 
we should desire, hut, Sir, we do our Wst U) do our duty. Briefly I 
think, perhaps, our motto is javia non rerha. We are not, Sir, a 
very vocal community, and T will, therefore, not inflict myself longer 
on the Council, hut I do extend to you a most hearty welcome on 
behalf of ilie iioii-offic Htl European memhers of this Council. 

Mauivi At K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I feel I would be wanting in my 
duty as a very humble member of the community to which I Wlong, 
were T to hesitate a single moment in joining my colleagues in offer- 
ing you a sincere and cordial welcome. But permit me to assure you, 
Sir, that this welcome is based on feelings which come deep from the 
heart of every Indian — feelings far higher and far nobler than the pami- 
ing sentiment of ordinary courtesy or even conventional formality. 
Bir, generations of the honoured name you l>ear have given to India 
the best part of their lives in building up that great constitution of 
ordered Government in this country which is at once the wonder and 
admiration of the whole civilixed world. Sir, it is impossible that a 
Cotton should come to India and not be assured of a hearty welcome. 
The name of Sir Henry Cotton of revered memory is a household word 
not onlv in Bengal but all over India. The Cottons of old worked with 
the goal diiply in sight, but you, Sir, have come when we hope yre 
fairly in reach of that goal. In the discharge of the duties of your 
exalted oflBce, you will want the assistance and co-operation of the 
.menihers' of this Council. I think I may say on behalf of my oolleagnee 
that ihis co-operation and aasistasce will he freely given and that 
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tm^er your guidance this Council will be able to efficiently diecHaife 
ite duties in a manner worthy of the best traditions of the Bengid 
Legislative Council, and worthy of the great gift which has been in 
the power of England to bestow on the peoj^ of India. I will not 
take up the time of the Council any further. Once more, Sir, I beg 
to extend to you a very hearty and sincere welcome. 

Rai RAOHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: I feel special pleasure in 
extending to you a hearty welcome. For two generations we have been 
close and intimate friends, and when I remember, or rather look hack 
to the old days when we were associated in the Corixjratiomof Calcutta 
as members, colleagues and friends, 1 cannot but feel not only pleasure 
but pride in welcoming you back again to the Council. As has been 
correctly observed by several previous siJeakers the name of Cotton is 
a household word in India, and during the time that you had been 
in our midst you had identified yourself with the p(‘ople of this country. 
In fact, we have always treated you as one of us and you on your part 
have never ceased to take a keeu interest in our welfare. You have 
identified yourself with the Reforms whic h we are now earnestly striving 
to make a success, and I hoi)e, Sir, that under your guidance the 
feeforms, siMjcially in the Presidency of Bengal, will be fully justified 
by the I^egislature over which you will preside. The esteem, love, and 
admiration in which you are held fully show the ardour and enthusiasm 
with which your apjKnntment was welcomed as President of this ('ouncil. 
Although you are not an Indian, you are welcomed as affectionately as 
an Indian if he hud been apixdnted, and not only on my behalf but on 
behalf of my countrymen I welcome you as heartily and as cordially as 
we would have welcomed an Indian. 

Dr. A« SUHRAWARDY: As a representative of the Muhammadanf 
of Dacca in the (’on noil, aiid as the first elected non-official Chairman 
of the Board of a district where you, Sir, first saw the light of day, I 
rise to associate myself with the words of welcome which have ftJlen 
from tJio Ixmder of the House and oifr resjiected leaders the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, the Hon' bio Sir Surendra Nath Baneijea 
and other previous speakers. 

You do not come, Sir, as remarked by His Excellency, as a stranger 
in the midst of strangers, but as a friend amongst friends. 

As a member of a distinguished family which has loyally aerved 
India for close upon a century, your selection as President of emr 
Council was bound to evoke the enthusiasm and interest, and elicit the 
^ffdause and appioval of the people of Bengal. But yqp have your 
own personal claims on our regard and esteem established by invaluable 
and faithful services rendered to India when it had but few friende 
amongst the people of your rape. To me your return to the* eoeate eC, 
your formeriabours as the President of our Council ia full of significeuoe* 
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w not only « happy choice on which the OoTerninent is to be oon* 
l^tulated but it is a happy au^ry. By a strange coincidence, by the 
aomdent of birth, the head of our Government is an Indian and tht^ 
President of our Council a man of Bengal. If the stars which preside at 
our births have not lost their ancient iufluenoes, this conjunction 
augurs well for tlie Reforms. But without drawing upon astrological 
lore, I may safely declare that you, Sir, etnbark ujkjii the duties of 
your new office under the happiest of auspices. The golden links of 
affection and gratitude have already secured a place for the honoured 
name you bear in the hearts of our |)eople. One has only to look around 
to see the Ihonument of love and gratitutle raised by admiration and 
esteem t<e a “ True friend to India and its People ** — one who gauged 
the depth and intensity of Indian feelings, understood! and sympathised 
with the aspimtion of ** New India — one who watches, if the dead 
care for what goes on in (»ur [>etty world, with keen nifd anxious eyes, 
the deliWrations of the Assembly over which his son presides to-day 
from the Valhalla, where a grateful public have plnc4‘d his marble bust 
right in front of you, Sir, as I learn fronj the Maharajadhiraja. 


Mr. D. C. CHOSE: In offering you a very cordial and sincere 
welcome as the President of the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil, I need 
hardly say that it is to me a M|x»ciul pleasure to see in the Chair of this 
House an old and valued friernl of mine ami my family. But a|mrt 
from |>ersonal grounds I am able with complete justiBc^ation to wel- 
come you to that Chair as a fit man in a fit place. Bengal, to you, is 
your second horn©; You are as familiar with it as any son of the soil can 
be and, added to that intimate familiarity, you bring valuable experi- 
ence of transaction of public affairs in the T^ondon f^ounty Council and 
the House of Commons. I'hese are, Sir, unique (jualifications for the 
post which you now occupy. A distinguished ex-Prime Minister of 
England once said that he failed to realixt^ why it was at all neceasary to 
have a chairman of a meeting. lie w^ent on to observe that meetings 
and as.Hemblies were not so tumultuous as to require the intervention 
of a chairman and the only visible function of the President was to 
possess himself of the most comfortable chair in the meeting room and 
listen to speeches made by other pec»p!e. Thi.s, I bojw, is not the picture 
yon have in your mind of the functions which you are called Ufion to 
exercise as President of this Council. You hove, Sir, if T may remind 
you without any impertinence, very valuable functions to discharge os 
the spokesman of this Council; and you may rest assured that in the 
discharge of your duties, you will get all the help and co-operation 
which we, the non-official members of this House, are capable pi 
rendering you. * • 


ihr ASUTOtH CHAUDHURI: I accord you a hearty welcome. I 
do it in my individual capacity. I do^ not know that I can represent 
the House in addressing these words of welcome to you on beiieU of 
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any community. I know you, Sir, as a friend and I know tkere aia, 
imToral friends who accord you this welcome. Thia scene to-day recalla 
to my mind a scene which occurred many years ago. At that very 
|dace which you are now occupying, your .father came to a sitting 
of the Indian National Congress and my friend, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea, addressing your father and referring to the Indian 
National Congress said: “Here is a New Indian. May I introduce 
Mr. Cotton (he was then not Sir Henry Cotton) to you all.^' I 
remember what Mr. Monmohan Ghose then said about your father which 
elicited great applause — 1 believe my recollection is correct. We wel- 
come you as his son who will emulate his love for lndi£K You are 
now facing “ New India,” and I feel, from what I have kno|rn of you 
as a personal friend for many years, that you will do your work which 
will honour the chair which you are now occupying. 

KuffWr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: As one belonging to a 
hopeless minority in the Council, i.c., the ” opposition,” if it can be 
called ” opposition ” at aJl, I beg to welcome you as our President. 
You have been called upon to preside over our infant Council, where, 
as yet, no regular system of iwrty Government has evolved, and so we, 
who to the official benches are mere irresiwnsible critics, naturally look 
up to our President for guidance and tolerance. And, Sir, our wel- 
come to you is not a mere formal matter, for in the words of the poet 
I might say: ” trailing the clouds of glory and love you come.” We 
in the orient are prone to look into the family traditions of a man and 
in you, Sir, we find the son, the worthy son of our dear late Sir Henry 
Cotton, one of the Presidents of the Indian National Congress and as 
such one of the ardent opj^sitionists. (Laughter.) And you yourself, 
Sir, both hero and in England, have all along been helpful to the cause 
of India. 

We fully hope, Sir, that*all these high traditions and the memorable 
past would always guide you in the discharge of your duties as the 
President of our Council. 

» 

BftlMl DEBI PR08AD KHAITANl As the only Marwari repreaen- 
* iative present in this House, I think I would be failing in my duty if 
I do not rise to associate myself with the words of welcome that have 
been addresed to you this afternoon. Sir, as has already been said, 
you and your father have been not only well-known in this province, but 
are recognised throughout India as a sincere friend. You have under- 
taken the duties of the President of this Council at a time when this 
province has got to do much spade work, and when the province is 
iQtffering from the miseries of unemployment without the redeeming 
feature of progressive industrialism which is the only relief for the 
miseries of the people. 1 hope, Sir, that in this Council, over the 
berations of which you have come to preside at this old age (loud 
laughter) you will be aUe to help in the progreos and prosperity *of thie 



SPEECfiES 6F WBlCOkiS. «* 



^ no distant date. 


SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ delivered lu» speech in Urdu* 
i translation of which is as follows : — 

I am a miifassal member, I am also President of a Union Board. My 
>irthplace is Gauhati. Your father, Sir Henry Cotton, was the Govern- 
>r of the province where I hail from. How happy we were in those hal- 
cyon days. I must c.ongratulate you. Sir, from (he core of my heart on the 
juccess which you have attained. The post of Uie Speaker of the 
Bengal Coulcil has t)een conferred, and rightly conferred, on you to 
^e utmost satisfaction of the country. ITie reason is obvious. Tour 
father wa.H a true friend of India — a n^al, sincere, and devoted friend. 
He was loved and resiM?cted by the Indians. Sir, it is useless for me 
to recapitulate what other members have said in this direction. liOt ua 
ho})e that in the discharge of the onerous task which has devolved 
upon you, you will not deflect yoursedf an inch by any doubt or mis- 
giving, and, under your guidance, we tnist wo shall be able to rectify 
ourselves wdiere we err, and achieve our goal in the iierforraance of the 
duties entrusted to us by our people. 

The Presiilent’s idclrett. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the HorPbie Mr. H. E. A. Cotton) s (iKNTtRiiKN or 

THE CocNCTL, — If the remarks that 1 now address to you are very brief, 
you must not think thereby that T am not profoundly touched by the 
welcome which has been extended to me from all sides of the HottsO. 
But the duty of a President is to preside, and not to inflict lengthy 
harangues ufKUi the House. Therefore, as 1 say, I shall In* very 
brief; but I hojH* that you, one and nil, will understand how very much 
1 appreciate the kind, cordial, and even affectionate words which have 
been addressed to me this afternoon. 

When 1 think of the length of time during which I have been asso- 
ciated, on personal terras, with some of those who have spoken, it makes 
me indeed feel that I am really the old man which my friend, Babu Debt 
Prosad Khaiian imagines me to Im. (Laughter.) But it is imlee4 a 
very great pleasure to me not only to come back to Calcutta, and see the 
Reforms in working order, but may I say also this, to come back to see 
— what strikes me almost instantaneously — how cordial are the relations* 
how instinct with good feeling, are the relations, between the Europeans 
in Calcutta and those Indians who associate themselves with the admin- 
istration. (Hear, bear.) I And in that the n^ost encouraging feature 
of the situation and long may it continue. , • • 

Now, gentlemen, I hope that you will look upon me as the spokesman 
of the Council. I hope also that you will all remember that it wiH not 
be pbeaihle for you always to agree with the rulings that I may give; bni 
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wliatlier jjjwi agree or not, I hope you will underahund that those rulings 
have to he obeyed. In this chair, which I now have the honour to oocupgr* 
many Viceroy « have sat to preside over the Legislative Councils of former 
days. I hope that my association with the Council and my relations with 
you all will be worthy of the traditions which surround this historic chair. 

I want again to thank you all and in particular to assure my worthy 
friend, Shah Syed Lmdadul Haq, that although it is 16 years since I have 
heard Urdu spoken, I was astonishingly able to understand nearly all that 
he said. 

Now, gentlemen, I have little more to say except to e^pres8 the hope 
that when the time comes for me to vacate the chair, the far^ell that you 
will take of me will be as cordial as the welcome which you noy give me, 
for after all the test comes when a man lays down his olKce and" not when 
he assumes it. (Hear, hear.) 


Death of the first Presklent, the late Nawab Sir Syed 
Shms-ui-Huda, K.C.I.E. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Grntlkmkn OF THE 1 feel a great sense 

of sorrow in rising to address a few words to you with regard to my old and 
jrespected friend the late Nawab »Sir Syed Shams-ul-TIuda. You have 
already had an opportunity of expressing your appreciation, of his services 
in this chair. Since then the news of his death has reached us and it 
becomes our mournful duty to piiy a last tribute to his memory. I can 
remember very well bow closely I used to be associated with the Nawab in 
the old days when I was in Calcutta. There were two tilings aliove all 
which struck me about the Nawab Sahib. One was his extraordinary 
courtesy, which transcended even the traditional courtesy of the Oriental, 
and the other was the marvellouH command which he possessed over the 
English language. Well, ih those days 1 do not think that the Nawab 
Saliib ever cxinteiuplated that he would rise to the high offices which he did 
subsequently fill, but those of us, who worked with him, knew perfectly 
well that whatever office he might he called upon to undertake, he would 
‘fill that office with distinction and credit. Now, a life has been brought to 
ajclose, full of public service, full of devoted public service; and an exam- 
ple has been jiresented which, I hope, not only the members of his commu- 
nity hut all in Bengal will remember and will strive to imitate. 

I now ajik Hr. Deputy-President to say a few words. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It is with great sorrow that we all have 
heard of the death of the late Nawab Sir 8yed Shams-ul-Huda. I knew 
him fbr nearly 35 years that is from the time he was enrolled as a vakB ol 
the Calcutta High Court. In early life ha was known as a man ol great 
culture and education. He rose to the highest position open to Indians. 
He was a member of the Executive Council, he was a High Court Judge 
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Ibd then became the first President of the Reformed Bengal Iiegislati^* 
QcNtncil. As a member of the Bengal Executive Council he wtis the only 
Radian in the Cabinet of Government with two Europeans sometimes 
llgainst him, and so far as we know he always used to carry his point with 
11m assistance and co-operation of that level-headed and sympathetio 
Qovenior Ix>rd Carmichael. The late Nawab Sajyb was not a sectarian 
ill any sense of the word. He never made any distinction lietween Hindus 
and Muhammadans. He was devoid of all class hatred. He was never 
unreasonable in his demands for the rights and claims of his co-religion- 
ists. He never tried to give any unfair advantage to his own co-reli- 
gionist. In fact he was a geutlenuui in the highest sense the word. 
Such was tffe man whose death we mourn to-day and I may say it will 
be difficuit for us to find another like him. * 

The Hon’bla the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR Bf 
BURDWAN: On a previous occasion, on l)ehalf of myself and 
my colleagues, I joined in a discussion eulogising' the services 
of the late Nawah Sir Syed Shains-ul-Hiida, when the announce- 
ment of hivS resignation was made. It is sad to think that only after 
a few months of his resignation he should liuve gone and it is all the 
more sad to think that in him Bengal has lost a real and worthy son. 
He was a Bengali first and a Muhammadan afterwards. As regards 
his services to this Council, I think everyone will realiRe, as exjierience 
will show you too, that t{> fill the jKwt of Pi’esident for an Indian 
for the first time in tl»e Reformed (\)uncil was not by any means a 
bed of roses, and T think that all (jf us mu.st readily admit that the late 
Nawah Sahib did his lM*st n(»t only to maintain the dignity of the chair 
which you now occuj>y, btit he was fair to all of us, whether on the 
official IxTich or on the op|>osition. We mourn his loss all the more, 
because at a time, when in Bengal there is need men of good and 
sound judgment, c8]K*cially among my Muhammadan frienils, that he 
should have lieen called away. With these wonls, I beg to associate 
myself with what ha.s fallen from the chair and Mr. Deputy-President. 

Mauivi A. K. FAIL-UL HAQ: Tt is difficult to coTK^Mve with what 
feelings the members <»f the Muhammadan comrauiiity have heard to- 
day the words of tribute which have lieeii jiaid to the memory of the late 
Nawah Sir Syed ShamH-ul-Huda. His death, though mourned by all 
alike, is felt by the Muhammadan meml>ers of the Council as a personal 
loss. He wa.H to us, a true guide, philosopher and friend. This i» 
neither the time nor the occasion to refer to the late Nawab’s many- 
aided public activities, but I feel that I can say, without fear of contra- 
diction, that in the very short time that he filled the chair which you 
now occupy, he gave abundant jw-oof not merely of his uniform and 
unfailing Curtesy but that high sense of duty and that strict .ilI^l|;r- 
tiaUty to all which ought to be the guiding motive in one who filb the 
axalted office of the President of this Council. I do not wish to take up 
ihe-time of the Council, but I will only sit down by associating myself 
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^ with the words of appreciation which have been shown to the xnemoiy 
of the late Nawab by members of the non>Mo^em community, and 1 
hope that his memory will be long cherished by us in the discharge of 
the responsible duties which we have taken upon ourselves as members 
of this Council. With these words, I wish to associate myself 
with the tribute which has been paid to the memory of the late Nawab 
Sir Syed 8hams-ul-Huda. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I beg to associate 
myself with the words of sorrow and appreciation spoken by those 
gentlemen |i^ho preceded me here. It is not generally known, how great 
and intimate a friend he was to me. We had been together for over 
20 years at the Bar; he and I together resigned our membership of 
the (orporution of (Calcutta, he and 1 practi.sed together in the High 
Court; then he was elevated to the Judgeship and became a member 
of the Executive Council. He distinguished himself by his powor, 
ability, and indejKindenre ; while with the Bengal (iovernment he was 
the }>ower behind the throne. In the (’oiincil, Sir, he did his work man- 
fully and with strict justice. He differed with us on many occasions, 
he 'gave me praise on many occasions. Once he was hard u{)()n me. 
When he was sick and on leave he came to the lobby to sluike hands 
with me and his eyes were full of tears. That was the man whom we 
have lost. Let nobody think that he and I were not the best of friends. 
I cherish the memory of the great and ultimate and sini'ere friend and, 
therefore, Sir, 1 associate myself wdth all that ha.s been said in his 
favour. 

Rsi RADHA CHARAN PAL B&hadur; 1 consider it a great 
privilege on this occasion to add my tribute to the imunory not only of 
a friend but a distinguished countryman who has shed lustre on the 
country. About 25 years ago when 1 first came in contact with him, 
the Calcutta Conniration, ^as is generally known es{X‘cially before 
lleform days, w'as the cradle of public life for the ]X‘oplo of Bengal, 
and there 1 ciune in camtact with Naw'ab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, and 
w^hat struck me was not only his ability* and his fearless independence, 
but his jniblic spiritednes.s which commanded the admiration of all. 
It was in those days thought, at least to a certain extent, that our 
Muhammadan friends were, to a certain extent, more or less deferential 
to the official side, but I may .say at once that the example of the Nawab 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda disjielled that illusion. lie was one of those 
who marched out of the (''ounc.il (^hamlier of the ('or|x>ration with the 
celebrated 28, on the }>assing of that ill-fated measure of Sir Alexander 
Mackenitie which is about to be consigned to the grave shortly at the 
hands^of the Hon’hle Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. Well, that time 
we who were associated with him were struck by his ability and hia 
.fearless independence and public spirit and love of country" Person- 
ally, I may say, I came in closer contact Vith him in the Bengal 
Hovernmentip^ a member not of the Executive Council, but as an elected 



Ma.] lEATH OP FiRSt PREStbENT. IJ ' 

nwniber of this Council, and when he was translated to the upper 
Council, there the same fearlessness shone forth in all his actions. 1 
observed that I came in contact with him ns a meml)er of the Executive 
Council in charge of the lX'|>artment of Local Solf-Oovernment. 1 
know that he had the department thoroughly in his hands and was 
practically the master of the situation, hut there were no less dominating 
master in the departments under his control, and they were masters 
who belonged to the heaven-horn service. Although he did not l>elong 
to that service the fearless independence and the courage of convic- 
tion which he displayed in fighting with the heads of dei>artments, 
showed the .^uff which he was made of. Then we came in contact with 
him as President »>f this Louncil. At times we chafed under his control, 
but I muA say his impartiality and ability in ruling, whether Indian or 
European, official or non-official, out of order when he found ho was 
contravening the rules, commanded our admimtion and, esteem. He 
was a worthy representative of the intelligence and public spirit of 
his race and we mourn th(‘ loss of such a man. So long us the Muhivm- 
madan community and the country can pnxluce such men. there is h(^ 
for India. 

Mft D. Cl CHOSE: There have been many expressions of grief 
and sorrow at the death of Nawjib Sir Syed Sharus-ul-Huda in the press 
and public places but it sinons to me that the tribute to the dead would 
be incomplete if this Council, of which lie was the first President, wore 
not to offer to his memory its own s|>erial mark <»f reverence and affection. 
His work as the first President of this Connr il will be remembered for 
the unfailing courtesy, the strict imiKiitiality, ami the rjuiet dignity 
he always displayed in his dealings with memheis of this House. As is 
weU known, shortly after he became J‘i«*sident, he was attacked by a 
malady which ultimately proved fatal, hut he m*ver for a moment shirked 
his duty, he lalrourcd on. We here have seen him at close quarters. He 
laboured on under distress and anxiety, and when at last he found 

that having regard to the jirogress of his illness that it was impossible 

for him any longer to di.scharge his duties, he resigned. I'hus by the 
cruel hand of fate, his career as the first l*resirlent of this Council, wb« 
prematurely brought to an end. Sir, in mouiniiig the loss we have sus- 
tained by his death we (an hardly forget the distinguished work he did 
as a meral)er of the Executive Council of this province. At a time when 
the admission of Indians into the Executive Council was regarded as 
an experiment, he rendered .serxdces of such a high order as to compel 
recognition of the claims of our countrymen to positions of power and 
inffuence. ha.s gone to his rest; and it is quite in the fitness ol 

things that to-day, when we meet for the first time after his death, w« 

should rememb«*r our common loss and pay our united homage to V 
l^racious and cherished memory. 

Mmlvi HAMID«UD*DIN KHAN 2 I have had the honour of trave- 
ling the highways and bye-ways of human life, but I have never conii 
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acrocw such a striking' personality as the late Nawab Sir Syed 
Sbaxns'ul-Huda. Highly ambitious in his early life, he entered the Bar 
of the Calcutta High Court and did justice to his clients. As a mem- 
ber of the old (iovernor-General’s Council he showed his marked ability 
and did justice to his constituency, and as Executive Council Member 
of the Government of Bengal, he did his level best to show equality among 
all communities. As a Judge of the Calcutta High Court he 
dispensed equal justice *l)etween man and man, and as President of the 
Bengal Legislative Council he remarked in his opening speech in this 
new Onincil that he would hold the balance even ” between members. 
He justified that remark, and held the balance even between non>official 
members and members of (iovernment. He was, for hi? consummate 
ability and integrity of puriKise, amply rewarded by Government and 
we }ioi>t> and pray that for his deep religious faith and for his catholicity 
of heart, he will he rewaided with eternal bliss and happiness. 

Bsbtl INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: It is with the stmse of deep 
personal loss and great sorrow that I rise to join in the tribute that has 
been {mid just now. When at the last July session of this Coruncil 
we recorded a resolution appreciating liis great services as President of 
this (Council and juayed for his s|K*edy recovery, we hardly thought 
that his end was so near, but (tod’s will has been fulfilled and we, mortals, 
04111 only exjness our deep sense of loss. Ho belonged U> my own native 
district of TipfX'ra, and rising from an insignificant |H>Hitiou by dint of 
slieer merit and strong isTsonality, he rose up to the highest position 
that it is ]X)ssible for an Imlian to rise up to. His management of the 
affairs of this (hnincil, his .sense of dignity and siriet imjmrtiality, 
gained the n^sjM'ct of all the S(‘ctions of this Ifouse. I with my heart 
full of sadne.ss, I <‘amiol go on to say anything moie. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I nswiciate my- 
8<df witli all that has Immmli said by my predecessors thi.s afternoon. I 
iM'gan to love and admire the Nawah Sir Sytsl Shams-iil-Huda when I 
met him in a nuifassal eourt. 1 found him to 1 h' a man of strong yier- 
sonality. It struck me at that ti^n^ that fV^nxlessnes^ was a great 
virtue in an advocate. Nivxt T found him in the old C^^uncil and I 
noticed that there was no fairer t ritie than he in the discharge of his 
resixmsihle duties. He was one of those who spoke from his heart and 
that was the cause of his rise in jXKsition. A great German writer once 
said from his splendid isolation, that men who H]x>ak from their hearts 
were sur<r to rise in this world. Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was admired 
bv UR IxH'ause he admired us; we loved him lier.ause he loved us, and, 
the impression which he has left in our minds will lie a permanent one 
|ind jtiever fade as long ns we live. Peace lie to his s^ul. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T would ask all members to rise in their seats 
as an expression of their respect to the memory of the late President. 

which the meml)er8 rose and stood in silence.} * 


[Pause — during 
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Ilf* PRESIDENT* I am sure that the House would wish that a 
llimage of their sympathy should be conveyed to the family of their 
late President. [Pause.] 

The Secretary will please take action uccimlingrly. 

Appreciation of the service rendered by the Deputy.President 
in the absence of the President. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (lE^iXLEMEx of the Coincil,— I have yet another 
short speech to make, and this tdso concerns a very old friend, but 
happily it is Connected witli a inuie clu^erful topic. I am sure that we 
ail listened with the greatest possilile pleasure to the wonls which fell 
from His Excellency the (tovernor with reference to our friend the 
Deptity-President of the ('ouncil, Halm Surcndra Nalii Hay.> As Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray liimself has said, he and I are very old 
friends, and not only are we |H*rsrtnully very old friends, but 
I think 1 can say tliat there is a very close tie lH*twtM‘n his family and 
my fajnily. It goes hack (o one or two or |H‘rhapM it may be three 
generations. C\lthough I was not surprised, knowing Habu Surendra 
Nath Hay as 1 do, at tlic kindness and ]>ublic .sjurit witli which he 
agreed to discharge I Ik* duties of President till I was ahh* to arrive, 
yet T felt that T must taki* the very eurlit*st opjHirtunity of expressing 
my sense* of |K‘rsonal obligation t<» linn, not onl> for acting in my 
place, Imt for the great puhln spirit which he has sliown throughout 
the whole of the past year in extreinelv dif!i('u]t. circumstanc<*s. Those 
of you wdio have ‘^at under Bahu Suieiidra Nath lluy will lx* able sub- 
se(|uently to jniy vour triluitt* to his .^eivn'es actually in the chair. 1 
am glad, as T have said, to take this op|M>rt unity of ext<*nding to liim 
very cordial cxpn*Shion of gratitude for all that he lias done on my 
liehalf. 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: ]>u ring the illnesn of the late President and during the 
time that the l)t*puty-I*resideTit, mv old friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, 
has occujued the presidential chair, we not only as inemlM*rs of (loveru- 
ment, but as mem tiers of this (’ouncil have always receiviMl from him 
not only unfailing courtesy but every facility put our cases before 
the Council. If an Indian had la*en apiniinted to Huccecvl the late 
Nawab Sir Ryed Rhams-uMIuda, I do not know who could have had 
a better claim t<j the pr<»sidential chair than my friend, Babu Suren* 
dra Nath Ray, who has shown much commendable public spirit in 
the way that he has discharged the duties during u time not onbv^ of 
stress and difTicnlty in the Ijegislative Council, but in handling 
matters delicate to himself as well as to all of us. We wish him in 
the future all good luck and all the success that he deserves and we 
assure him that our good wishes gp with him now as always. 
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Rti RADHA OH ARAN PAt Bahadur: I join with you and the 

Hon^ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in associating 
myself in expresning our deep obligation to Babu Surendra Nath Bay 
for having conducted the duties of the high office, which you are 
now occupying, with such conspicuous ability, but I must say that 
1 feel greater pleasure in welcoming him back in our midatj He 
was practically lost to us during the last six or eight months. 

‘ has been the elect of the people and as such has shown remarkable 
public H{)irit, independence, and ability in fighting the battles of the 
country) but during the last few months he has had to occupy the chair 
where he had l>een sitting like the celebrated God Saligram. (Laugh- 
ter.) He was, I am sui-e, almost under restraint because he had his 
own views which he put forward with great effect, but tb^ restraint 
was pW'ed on him, and he could not say a word one way or the other. 

I felt great commiseration for him at that moment. (Ijaughler.) 
(Nevertheless we all feel grateful to him for the ability and impartiality 
with which he (lischarged his duties, and I am surt^ that in expressing 
our gratitude b) him, we are all expressing the ho|>e that he will not, 
for some time at least, again resume the chair which he has so long 
Occupied, because wc want him, at least for the next few months the 
(kiuncil will last, to fight the battles of the jKHiple with which he is 
charged. 

Bftbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA:-J[ heartily join with you, Sir, in 
expressing my hearty ap]»reciution of the servicies of our esteemed 
friend, Balm Surendra Nath Hay. Immediately after his election as 
Deputy-Bresident of this Oouncil, he gave us a noble exuinjde of self- 
sacrifice and public spirit by foregoing the salar> that the Council 
had fixed for him. As first Deputy-President, he havS set an example 
whi('h 1 hofK* his successors will follow. Owing to the continued illness 
of our late President, he w^is called u|Hm to fill this high office, and he 
was Tiot found wanting either iit ahilit\ . tactfulness or generosity. 
Month after mouth, he j^^rforined thm* onerous duties without remunera- 
tion j without any thought or pros|)ect of future permanency. ^Through 
sunshine and rain, he has always Wn at his post. As a non-official 
memW of this Council, I can honestly say that we always found him • 
invariably courteous, tactful, and obliging, I see that ray friend is 
blushing; so I do not wish to add any further to his blushes. I only 
wish to say this, that as a member of the small opposition party, i 
invite him .to join us after his short official career. (Laughter.) 

Rfti MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BsiMidiir! I shall finish in 
a few words. Babu Surendra Nath Bay as Deputy-President of this 
Council has discharged his duties with firmness and courage — and I 
wish to say emphatically — with great courage, and, therefore, we all 
appreciate what he has done. * 
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Mr# PRESIDENT: Babu Surendra Nath Hay, — I am very glad to 
OcmYoy to you the very cordial thanks of this Council I'or the great 
aemcea which you rendered. 

Bfbu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I have to Uiiank you and the 
other members of this Council. 1 am much obliged for the kind 
words which they have given expression to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It may be for the convenience of the House if 
I state at the outset the manner in which 1 jiropose to deal with certain 
points of procedure. For the present, and until at any rate 1 have 
had the op{K>itunity of becoming better acijuainted with all the mem- 
bers, I prjjiose to retain the list of intending speakers. At the same 
time I wish to make it jH*rfe( tJy clear that members will not noies- 
sarily be called upon because their name.s hupjH*n to be on the list of 
intending speakers, nor will they be called upon in the partiimlor 
numerical order in whu h they appear in that list. 'I shall be glad 
also if members will bear in mind that they will only bo called upon 
to speak if they rise in their places. 

Panel of Chaimien. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gkxtlemkv of the Coimcin, — In accordanco 
with the provisions of rule d of the Bengal I/ogislative Council Rule# 
the f(dlowing members are nominated tc» form a panel of four 
chairmen : — 

Sir Asutosh (diaudhuri, 

Mr. It. H. L. Langford James, 

Kai Uadlia Cltaran Pal Bahadur, and 
Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senir»r member among them present 
in the above order will jireside over (he deliljerutions of this Council 
during my absence and in the absence of the Deputy-President. 


SUrrod QuoiUoiii 
(to which onl antmrt wore given). 

Pay of the Distriot Board Enginearing Staff. 

*1. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the various memoriaU 
and representations from the District Board Engineering Aaaociation» 
Bengal^ submitted to the Government, will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of *the Department of liocal Self -Government be pleased to* 
state — 

(%) whether it is a fact that the District Board Engineering staff 
have not been given any increment of pay at ail; 
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(ii) whether it is also a fact that the district boards in Bengal have 
given increments to all other staffs except the Engineering 
staff ; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that a difficulty was created by notification 
No. L.S.-G. 3334 of the 20th December, 1901, fixing the 
scale of pay of the Engineering Dei>artment under the 
district boards but though this notification was withdrawn, 
the district boards are unwilling to take the initiative? 

(6) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware of a feeling of discontent ' 
amongst the District Board Engineers owing to the delajiin the matter 
of revising their jmy P 

o 

(r) If so, what action, if any, are the Government contemplating 
taking in the matter? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): (a) (0 and (ii) 
Scales of i>ay of Dislrict Engineers and the Subordinate Engineering 
staff have l)een revised by noma district lK)ards while others are opix^sed 
to any inrreiise of jMiy lanng granted. The ixiy of their other staff 
has either been revised or the staff granted temix>rary allowances by a 
majority of the district boards. 

(in) The notification referred to has been modified in respect of 
District Engineers and a similar modificatit)!j in respi'ct of the subor- 
dinate staff in iindtM* (onsideratiou. In view of their slender resources, 
some of the district lH)ards are unwilling to incur further expenditure 
by in<Teasing the {wy of their Engineering staff. 

(h) I’lie Minister Ixdieves that such a feeling exists among the 
District Engineers. 

(c) A copy of Government (Circular No. 51-55 T/ L.S.-G., dated the 
6th May, 1922, is laid on «the Library table. 


Additiomd Munsit’s Court. 

•II. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (o) Will the. 
Hon’ble the Memlier in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate making the Additional 
Munsif’s CouH, Balurghnt, in the district of Dinajpur, permanent and 
of acquiring laud for his quarters? 

(h) What is the present c.ondition of the Deputy Superintendent** 
of Police’s bungalow at Balurghat? 

* (f) Is it not possible to utilize the same for the pU]^H>se of Addi- 

tional Munsif’s quaiters ? 

(d) Is it n fnct that big plots of Government lands at Balurghat 
are lying unutilised? 

1 
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(«) If 80, have the Government considered whether it is poesible 
to build a suitable bungalow for the Additional Munsif without 
ac<|ui 8 ition of new land ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Uio Hon’Me 
Sir AbcLurRahir); («) Government contenijdato making the Addi- 
tional Munsif’s (\)urt at Balurghat iiennanent, but the |«x>iK)sai to 
acquire land has lieeii held in abeyance. 

( 6 ) Satisfactory. 

(c) The propi>sal is under consideration. 

(d) No; t)|ere is only one untncupied jilot which is retained us an 
open apace. 

(e) The question does not arise, vule answer to (c) above. 


Lease of arable lands in Sunderbans to capitalists. 

•III. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
the reply given to starred (juestion No. XIX put by me on the 2drd 
August, 11122, will the Uon’lde the Meinln'r in charge of the DejXirt- 
ment of Kevenue (Land Hevenue) [ileased to state whether the cost 
of reclamation, erection and maintenance of embankments and the 
grant of takavi loans involve cupifal outlay? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)t 

The reply is in the atlirmative; but under the pre.sent system Govern- 
ment provide the neces.sary ca})ital by ere<iing and maintaining the 
major embankments, by allowing a rent-free term to the tenants and by 
granting takavi loans when necessary. 


Appointment of members of Council as ** ex-oflloio ” membart of 
district boards. 

•IV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the DeiKirtment of I/mal Sidf-Governraent be 
ideased to state — 

(i) what action has been taken to ascertain the views of the district 
hoards and other public bodies generally on the resolution 
asking for the api>ointment of the members of the liegisla^ 
tive Council to be ex-officAo members of the district boards 
within their own constituencies and what replies have teen 
received? ^ 

(n) what modifications, if any, of the existing rules of the district* 
boards, are necessary to give effect to that resolution? 

(tti) when will it be possible for the Hon'ble the Minister to make 
an announcement on the sbbjectf 
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Mr. $• W. GOODE • (t) The views of the district boards have been 
obtained. Eig’ht district boards approved the resolution passed in the 
I^egislative Council. The Hurshidabad district board makes its 
approval conditional on the number of elected members of the board 
being increased while the Faridpur local board is of opinion that travel- 
ling' allowances should not be paid from the district fund to members 
of the liegislativp Council who may sit ex-officio on the district board. 
The views of the district hoard of the 24-Pargana8 have not been 
received. Sixteen district Imards are opposed to the proposal. The 
Birbhum and Bankura district boards would be prepared to invite mem- 
bers of tl»e Legislative Council to attend their meetings «and to join in 
their deliberations, but do not think 4hat they should enjo^ the other 
privileges of members of the board. 

(ii) In order to place members of the Legislative Council on the 
district hoards, it will he necessary for Government to nominate them, 
either by curtailing the nominations of other persons who are not 
members of the Council, or by increasing the size of the district board. 

(Hi) A reference is invited to the statement placed in the lobby 
regarding the resolution. 


Travelling allowances of Covernment servants. 

•V, Dr. JATINDRA MATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(t) the total sum spent hv the Bengal Government in each of the 
years 1919, 1920 and 1921 for meeting the travelling allow- 
ance bills of all their servants; 

(ii) the dejxirtment in whi(‘h this cost was the highest in propor- 
tion to the numerical strength; 

(Hi) the names and oflfieial desigsations of those whose travelling 
allowance bills exceeded 50 jwr cent, of their pay in any of 
the above years ; and 

(ir)^the names and official designations of those whose travelling 
allowance bills w’ere Rs. 1,000 a month and over during any 
of these years ? . 

MEMBER in oliargs of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho HonnHo** 
,Mr.,J. Donald)!- (t) The fiprurw are as follows: — 

l!)in-20— Rs. 32,16,630. 

1920- 21— Rs. 36,75,154. 

1921- 22— R.s. 41,33,317. 

\ 
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(fi), (hi) und (fr) To auswer these sections would involve in the 
ceee of (ti) elaborate calculations, a4id m the case of (itt) and (tr) an 
examination of all the travelling allowance bills drawn during these 
years by all the oftit'ers subordinate to (»overninent.. The lalxmr 
involved, (foveriiment consider, would not lie justified by the iiii|»ort- 
ance of the results obtained. 


Supply of quinine to ntaloriol districts. 

•VI. Mr.* BIJOYPROSAD 8INCH ROY: Will tl». llon l.le 

the Mini.s|**r in charge of tlu' IVjwrtiuent (»f l^xal Si‘lf-(iovcrninent 1 h» 
pleased U) state whether th«‘ (biverniiient are con.sidt*ring the dt*sir- 
ahility of suj»jd\ing proph\ laetii* doses of (|UiniiH' to tlu‘ |MM»pIe in tin* 
malarial districts for the preveiititui of attiK'k.s from mAlanal fever y 

(h) If the aiiswei to {ti) is ill the uHirniatue. winui an* llu‘ (iovern- 
nient g'oing to order the supply ? 

If the aiisuer to is in the negatne, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reustms why tln*y do not projvwe to 
lak(* an\ action in this res|M‘ct ? 

Mr. 8 . W. GOODE: (a) and {/;) (iovernment are anxious to make 
quinine available to the juibln in adequate iloses. h'or stmie years past 
giant->-iii-aid fioin proMucnd ie\enues have been gt‘ant 4 *<l to local 
bodies and private hospitals and dispensaries foi the purehase of ijuinine 
nml cinchona fehnfuge, the gi ants-in-aid >arying direHly with the 
number of malaria pati(*nts treated in each institution. In the current 
>ear it has }>eei) dei ided b> base g-rants-in-aiil on the amounts |»aJd by 
liKul boilies from their funds for the distribution of <jninine and cinchona 
febrifuge It IS iio|>ed that this new system will have the effect of 
encouraging hwal bodies tu incur a larger e.\|s*ndit ure on this aciount, 

(r) The question (Im's not arise. 


Supply of Government quinine for molerial petienU of Burdwnn. 

•VII. Mr. BldOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon bla 

the Minister in charge of tlie iViKirtment of Local SelMiovemment be 
•{deaaed to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i'l the numWr of jiatients suffering from malarial fevers attending 
the* disj^ensaries and hospitals in the district of Burdwan;* 
and 

(li) the total amount of quinine and ciuchona annually supplied 
to these dispensaries and hospitals? 
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(b) Ha« the flupply been found sufficient to meet the requirement® 
of these patients? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie the Mi^nister be pleased to state how this 
supply of quinine and cinchona is obtained by these disj)en8aries ? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) 0) and (u) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Tlu* supj)ly is said to have l)een generally sufficient. 

(r) Jly indent on tlic Juvenile Jail in the case of the quantity 
supplied by the disinuisary. The (lovernment grant was received direct 
from the Public Health Department. ^ 


Slatement referred to in the re/dy to dames (a) (i) and (ii) of starred 
qtimiion No. Vll, showing the dispensaries and hospitals in the 
Hurd wan district under Governmeiit supervision, fiutnher of mala- 
rial fever cases attended and quinine and cinchona fehrifu'^e supplied 
to the dispensaries during 1921, 


No. 

Nanif of tl)« ohArlMblo 
(lltpflOMrlM in UurdwHn 
dlatrlot under Qo?aru- 
lueiit auporvUlou. 

Number of 
pMilentt 
•ufferlnff 
trnm 
m»l«ri«l 
fever (1»3I). 

yCANTlTY OPyOININK AND CIN(HlONA PKBRIPDOK 
HUrPLIBl) BY DltJPKNSAllY AUTllUillTIKS AND BY 
UiVKHNUKNT. 

SUrPUBO BT niSpXNHAHT St’PI'I.JBn BT IM'BblC 

AtTHOHITlB*. HKAI.TII DBfARTMBNT. 




Quloloe. 

i Clnchone 
j febrifuge. 

1 Quinine. 

Oinrhou* 

febrifuge. 

> 

S 

t 


» 

1 * 

T 




lb. OB. • 

lb. oz. 

lb. 07,. 

Jh. oz. 

1 

Actra 

17,434 

6 0 

24 0 

5 0 

20 0 

2 

A^rmlwip 

2,125 

Figures not available 

1 8 

6 0 

3 

Amarpur ... 1 

5,140 

2 0 


1 8 

6 0 

4 

AMAnsol * ... 1 

2,064‘ ^ 

3 8 

... 

1 8 

6 0 

5 

Autgrnni ... | 

8,829 

5 0 

... 

4 0 

16 0 

6 

Blintar ... | 

1 

2,576 

7 0 

12 0 

1 8 

6 0 

7 

1 Burtiwat) Fru«*r 

Hospital. 

10,687 

18 0 

... 

10 * 0 ; 

40 0 

8 

Chsip-am 

5,689 

6 0 

.... 

2 8 1 

10 0 
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Nmm of Um ebAritebk 

Nambrr of 

paUanta 

QUAMTITT OF QUININB ANO CINOHONA FURIFOUK 
SrpPUW) Bt DlariNHARY AUtnORlTllB AND 
BT Gi»rRltNMKNT. 

Ho. 

dliipMMriw la Burilwaa 
dMirlci aii4»r Ctotrera* 
DMTot tuperrMoD. 

Mtffwrloir 

1 fraai 

1 OkaUrial 

h>T 0 r (tnn. 

BurruEO ar dinpemhahv 

AtJTHuaiTT. 

.si pruan »t Prauo 
i Hkaltm DarAataxar. 


1 

t 

1 



Quiolo<>. 

I rtncbooa 
j fabf Ifui* 

1 Qulnioa. 

j C'iiKhona 
j f'‘brifufp. 

1 



1 

! ‘ 



1 1 


i T 

t 



• 


i 

li> 

oa. 

Ih. ox 

)l>. 

t>Z. 

ll>. 

IHT.. 

y 

Ch«kii4lighi 

... 

4,98« 

14 

0 

; 14 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

10 

Daiuliat 

... 

2..'>82 

3 

0 


2 

' 8 

10 

0 

u 

Ja'Qoa 


7,666 

3 

0 


6 

0 

20 

0 

12 

Kai^ram 

... 

6,766 

4 

0 

1 6 0 

2 

H 

10 

0 

13 

Kakaiia 

... 

7,849 

« 

0 

! K 0 

3 

0 

12 

0 

u 

1 Kalna Miaaittn 


7,138 

12 

0 

! 66 0 

4 

0 

2. 

0 

15 

Kaiu hannaf;ar 

... 

4,U2G 

3 

0 


2 

B 

10 

0 

16 

i Katu a 

... 

4,605 

2 

0 

10 0 

3 

It 

12 

0 

17 

K«’tO|;rain 


5,660 

2 

0 


•» 

H 

10 

0 

18 ! 

Klinriilaglioali 

... 

7,824 

4 

0 

10 0 

2 

H 

If; 

0 

19 

Kiilirigram 


5,673 

6 

0 

4 (1 

2 

H 

10 

0 

20 1 

MehaU 

... 

5.168 

4 

0 

... 

2 

8 

10 

0 

21 

.M«-ral 

... 

6,3.30 

4 

0 

2 0 

2 

H 

10 

0 

-i 

Mangalcot 

i 

J 

7.314 

4 

0 

1 

10 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

23 

Niin^lipiir 

1 

1 

2,172 

14 

« 1 

20 0 

1 

8 

6 

0 

24 

Palla 

i 

... 1 

4,638 

6 

0 

10 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

26 

Panchara 

i 

1 

3,866 

4 

0 

... 

2 

8 

10 

0 

26 

PnrWaathali 

... 

7,429 

9 

0 

12 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

27 

Raniganj 

i 

... 1 

1,130 

1 

1 

0 

... 

I 

0 

4 

0 

28 

Satf^achia 

... 1 

7.243 



! 

2 

8 

10 

0 

29 

Sultaoptir^ 

i 

... , 

i 

5,544 

... . j 

6 

0 

12 0 ! 

2 

8 

10> 

0 

• 


ToUl 

... 

1 

I,«8.984 1 

j 

162 

8 

219 0 1 

82 

8 

334 

0 
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QUESTIONS, 

Outtomk of oMora at Mtdnaporo. 


/ 

[20tu Nov. 


Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (n) Is the Hon ble the 

Minifiter in charge of the De|)ftrtment of Loeal Self-tTOvernment aware 
that in the lust summer a vinilent tyi^e of rholera broke out at 
Mi(}naiK>re ? 

(h) Will tho J{(»n’hle the Minister be i)leas<*d io state — 

(?) the number of seizures in the town; and 

(/?) the number of deaths that resulted therefrom? 

(c) Has the attention of the llon’ble the Minister keen drawn to 
the (?j)inion that has b<‘en expressed that the want of any provision 
for tlie supply of pun* drinking waU-r in the town was the muse of 
this outbreak? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: i ?/) 1'he answer is in tlie athrmative. 

{h) (?) and (/i) There were 2()tS attacks and ltd deaths duriii|^ the 
j>eriod, fmm the Kith May to the 8th duly, The town has l>een 

reported free from eholeia since the 17th July, 

{(') MidnaiMire Hhan*d in the general drou^dit Ixd’ore the monsoon 
liroke. The local scarcitv of ^^xk! water undoubtedl\ led to jH’Ople 
usin^ unsafe water and so starting? and iiropu^MtiiiK the epidemics 
As a result of a j>ersonal visit to the town and u hac'teriolo^ic al examinar 
tion of the water supplied l>> the water-works, the Director of the 
J’uhlii' Health Lahorulory advised chhirination of the reservoir water 
before distribution. 

Political priaoners in Barisal Jail. 

•IX. Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (^i) Will the 
HonTde the Member in cfiarge of the Dejuirtment of Hevenue (Jails) 
be please<l to lay on the table a statement showiii^^ — 

(i) the daily average of the number of jKilitical prisoners in the 

Harisal Jail in the months of May, June and July, 1922; ajid 

(ii) the numher of such prisoners punished in each of the said ■ 
months with one or more of the following punishmente; — 

(/) imprisonment under section 52 of the Prisons Act, 

(2) whij>ping, • 

(J) har Mters, 

{4) handcuffinfr behind or to a staple, 

(J) seimrate cellular or solilury confinement, 

(f?) handcuffing and link fetters, 

(7) gunny clothing, and 

(8) i^enaldietP 
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(6) Is it a fact that some ]x>litica] iwisonera were punisheil with 
handcuffing to a sta[>le much higher than the level of the shoulder (aa 
prescrihed in the Jail Tode^ ? 

(f) Is it a fact that under the oixlers of the dail Su|x*rinU*ndent 
one Dhirendm Nath was confined in a cell while suffering fn>m diarrhtea 
and was also given bar fetters at that tiuiel^ 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE |aAILS| 
(the HorVblo Mr. H. L. Staphonoon): (o) (i) May— UM (M); June IKS T7 ; 
July 88 ;i9. 

(m) Tin* total number of the puuishinent'i sjs'cificd inflicted during 
the m()nth'»indicaU‘d were — 

May — 18; Jum* — IKl; July — 121. 

(L) No. 

(r) It is icis)rted that Dliireiidia Nath hud diarrlneu for which he 
was treated, but it was not w'nous enough to record in the prisoner’s 
history sheet or any other jail re<“ord. The date, therefore, cannot tie 
UiftCcHuined and it is accordingl\ not known if he was w'eajing Imr 
fetters at the same time. 


Decline of Hindu population of Bengal. 

•X. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (u) Will the 

lloirbie tlie Minister in charge of the I)i*)>artment of Loi al Self- 
( bn ernmeiit lx* pleased to state what is the actual niimhcr of hiiths and 
deaths of Hindus and Muhammadans, lespectively, in (his juosidemy 
for the last ten years? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Hindu jiopulation all over the province is 
not keeping imce wiUi the Muhummadan jx>puhition? 

(r) Have the (iovernment investigaUul the reueons for this? 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: (a) Hirths are not returroMl according to religion 
•and the figures cannot, therefore, 1m* given. The im»rtality of Hindm# 
and Mussulmans during the past decade is as follows; — 

Hindus ... ... 0,471.712 

Muhammadans ... .. 7,479,742 

• (b) It is a fa/’t that during the punt decarle Hindus have deoirned 

by 191,505 or nearly I |»er cent., whereas MuNHalnians have fncTeaaed 
by 1,218,889 nearly 5 per cent. The population of the two 5om*» 
munitie« in 1911 and 1921 was as follows:— 

Hindus: 1911—20,^3.493; 1921—20,171,988. 

MuWlmans: 1911-23,984,021 ; 1921— 25,203,610. 
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(c) The Census Officer will discuss, this question in liis report. 
The explanation of the Director of Public Health is that Musgalmans 
fomi the bulk of the ]K>pulatiou in Eastern Bengal where agriculture 
is in a relatively j)r(>8jjerous condition owing to the abundant rainfall 
and (jopious inundations, which at the same time serve as efficient 
preventives of njolaria. The |»opuIation in Eastern Bengal has increased 
by nearly 70 jK^r cent, since 1872, whereas in Western Bengal, where 
Hindus jnedoininate, the increase is only about 5 per cent. In 
Mymensingh the increjise has been over 100 per cent, in 49 years, while 
in many districts of the Burdwan and Presidency divisions there has 
been an actual decline. % 

These facts, in the opinion of the l>irector of Public Health, afford 
a sufficient exi>lanution of the decline of the Hindu {x>pulation and the 
increase of the Mussalnians, but there lire other factors also, such as 
child inarritige, widow remarriage among Muhammadans and dietary, 
which have some influence. 


Overseas allowances. 

•XI. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Ilon’hle the 
Memlx^r in charge of the Apixuntmeni Dejiartment be pleased to 
state — 

(h) when the rfvstem of grantiirg overseas^ alllow'ance was first 

introduced in Bengal; 

(li) the regulations or iiotificatijons under w^hioh the aiime was 
sanctioned; and 

(lii) w'hether such allow'ance is payable to any Indian officers? 

(h) Will the Hon’ hie the Meml)er he pleasnl to lay on the table a 
statement showing — ^ 

(i) the mimes and ranks of the Indian officers, if any, who have 

lieeii the recipients of such allowance; 

{ii) the amount thereof ; and 

{tii) the services to wdiich those Indian officers belong? 

(r) What is the total increase in public expenditure by reason of 
the gninting of such overseas allowance to the various Indian officers? 

MEMBER in olivge APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Nw 
Hoff*blc Mr. H. L. Btcphcncon) : (a) and {b) Two statements are laid on^ 
the table. 

• (c) The distinction between overseas iiay and other pay was intro- . 

ducwi when the scale of salaries was revised. The saving involved if 
overseas jaiy had not lieen given to Indian officers now in the service 
would be Hs. 8,675 per mensem at the present time. 
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statement referred to in tfte answer to starred question No, XT, 

A 


NacM tf 8 «rrto« 

Dot* from which 
Ihr 0<r«rMM oIIdw 
ftoo* wM ini 
draws. 

Order* aodor which the 
orerwMM olOVono* wm 
MBO lktOrd. 

Indian oneaNW p^rnUU^st ta draw 
ih* OW1WM nivnwaitc*. 

Indian Civil St-r 
vice. 

IhI iK'cettiber 
1919. 

Qov»*rmii«’i»t of India. 
lI.Hno l>e|>artiiien. 
Ueaoliitioti No. ‘28<». 
daleil (he 13tlt Fele 
ruaiy, 1920 

All Indian oflfuiMa in the 
Indian Civil Service on 
the Ut Decen,l*er, 1919, 
M well aa thuae Indian 
candidatea aelccted at the 
OfM'ii Compi'titive Kxain* 
inatimi of l919, and all 
thone aelccted nr to lai 
aclecletl at the five kuc- 
ce«>dinfj Open Ci'inpctilive 
KxAiiiinatmna. 

Indian (Imperial) 
PolicH' iServK'e. 

1 

Int Jatiuarv, 
1920. 

1 

Government (>f India, 
Home IVpartiiicnt 
letter No. 196*Police, 
iiated the 3 let Jiiri- 
nary, 1920 ; Finance 
l)opartni6iit Keaolii 
tioii No. 1669-K A., 
dated ^-<6 ICth An- 
l^uat, 1 92 ^ , and Home 
Department letter 
No. lf>0()- Police, 

dated the 5(h July, 
1921. 

All Indian rffici'rH in the 
liiilian (Inifa-riHl) iNilire 
Service on the lai Jam 
inirv, )92o, ami ali aiich 
ofiiccia rcrmii'd from 
raodidatea with war 

aervice. 

Indian Porot Ser- 
vice ® 

j 

lut PiH'fMiilier, 

1919. 

Government of India 
Hevenui* and A^f** 
ml lure iVpartiiient, 
Circular No 680, i 
dated the 29th May, ' 
1920. 

j All Imlmn ofticcrx in the 
j Indian Knnat Hi'rviee or 
j ill trainiiiK na prohatiomT 

1 on the ImI iW'eml'er, I9l9, 

Indian Kdiica- ! 

tional Service > 

Ditto ... 1 

Secretary of KtaU^’a 
De«|)atch No 169 
Public, dated the 
i 27th Novenda r, 1919. 

All Indian nfliceriH who were 

1 mrniheta of llm Indian 
Kducalional Service prior 
to the lut Decctti'ier, 
1919. 

Indian Af^icul- 
tunU Service. 

Ditto ... 

1 

1 Government of India, 

1 Revenue and Atri- 
j culture Departmeiit, 
j Keflolution No. 666 — 

! 13! -3. dated the 
tOth June, 1920. 

All Indian officcrv who 
Wire meiTiliera of the 
Indian AKricultural 8t*r* 
vice on the full acaie of 
pay pi lor to the lai 
i>e(Mrmiier, 1919. 

Indian Veiertnary 
fiervioe. • 

Ditto ... 

1 Cfovernment of India, 
Revenue and Afiri* 
culture Department, 
Circular No. 1363, 
dated Uie 26tb Ao- 
j goat; 1920. 

1 

All Indian ofticcra who were 
moml>ert of the "Indiaa 
Veterinary Service on the 
full acaie of pay prior to 
the lit Decemb^, 1919. 


* TIm hM tM« eatm U M u S la ttK* pajr of othen of U>t Mias VorMl atrvlet and tlM mimm of 

oSoar* ythm pkj «m rytMl Smf we baw laaMai la tballat aiark«4 Si* 
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Nan# of Mrvkw 


D«t« fram wUich 
th« «)v«nra< allow* 
aiio** w»« first 
drawn. 


Ordon uodor which the 

ovornioa al owaooo waa 

•anctJoDed. 


lodian oficort permitted to draw 
the OTereeaa aUowaooe. 


Indian Sorviot* 1st January, 1 Government of India, 
of /Engineers. 1920. Public Works Da- 

parlinent, Hesolii- 
' tion No. 264-EA., I 
j dated the btli May, ! 


Indian Medical i Ut January, j Goveinmcnl of India, 
iServici*. j |92(). i flonic Department,' 

I I JCesoliition No. 206, 

j j dated tlie 3rd Marcli, 


I 



All Indian officers recruited 
in Enii^land for tiie Indian 
Service of Engineers by 
the Secretary of State 
under the 10 pt'r cent, 
rule np to and including 
the year 1924. 

All Itidia^ officers per- 
manently appointed to 
the IndiBij Medical 
S<*rvice prior to tlie 
1st December, 1918. 
Those officers, whose 
previous temporary ser- 
vice reckons from a date 
prior to tbr- 1st December, 
1918, are also eligible 
for the ul Iowa nee ' trom 
the date of their per* 
^nanent H[iponitment to 
that service. 


List of Indian officers who are now in receipt of th*' overseas allowance 
rsfeired to in the repli/ to starred question No. XL 

B 



N«nH( Ilf tht> 


iUnk 

Amooit of 
{nwrNmH 
sUoWSDi't*. 



Indian Civil Service. 

Mr. 

Satis Cliandra Mnkherjee 

••• 

(’ommissioiHT of Excise and Salt 

Ks. 

25^) 


P. E. Cnmmiade 


District and Seasiuiis Judge 

250 

M 

Satyendra Chandra Malhk 

A 

Ditto 

250 

,, 

(Jyanonilra Nath Koy 


Ditto 

260 

M 

Sarat Kumar Ubose 


Dim 

250 


Mahim Olinmlra Glmsh 


. Ditto 

250 


Gui li Saday Dutt 


Magistrate ami Collecttir 

250 

,, 

Prnbodh t'haudia Do 

... 

District and .Sessions Judge 

25) 


Beiu'gai NarMiiigii Kau 


Ditto 

250 

It 

BireoJra Kumar lUsu 


Ditto 

200 

<■ 

Satyendra Nath Poy 


Ditto 

200 

t» 

Siiuliiiidra Kuiiiar Haidar 


Joint .Magistrate and Deputy 

200 


• 


Collector, 



Satyendra Nath MoJak 

... 

Ditto 

150 

tt 

JuannoKur De 


Ditto 

150 


S(ityendra Natli Qnpta 


Ditto 

150 

Hon 

'h)e Snshii Kumar Sinha 


Ditto 

150 

Mr. Kama] Chunder Chundor 

... 

Ditto 

150 

M 

Chitudhuri Nanak Chandra 


AMtstant Magistrate and Col- 

150 


leotor. 
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K»ta« oi tlM Ratik. 

Amouni of 

OVOfMM 



•Uowkiio*. 


Indian Police Service. 

Ba. 

Mr. Turn Meerxa 

... Superititeudciti of Polio* 

2ft0 

lUi Puma Chandra Laiiiri 

Bahadur Deputy ('otniiiito^ioiicr uf Poliiv, 

250 


C'aUutttt. 


Mr. E, 8. C. St* II 

... Sti|H*riut(‘n(ieiit of 

125 


Police. 


Indian Kduaiiinnal Service, 


.Mr. J. C. Co\^jeo 

... !*rofe>**or, ProtidciHy College, 
Calcutta 

250 

Dr. P. D. Sliahtn 

Ditttv 

2.50 

Mr. B. C, (lupta 

... Profeasor, IWngal Kn^ineer- 

Htg Ctillfgc. SihjMir. 

250 

„ B. M.Soii 

... Attached to Dacca UuiviTfity 

200 

„ K, ZiU'liariah 

Ihiio 

200 

Hui B. N l>as Bali.'idiir 

... Ofticiutiog PriiK'(pal, lutiTiiiciiiate 
Collcgt*, Da<'( a 

150 

Mr. M. tihortr 

... Prof<K«or, i'reaidcucy Collt'gi*, 
Calcutta. 

150 

,, S. r, Mahalanubis 

Ditl/. 

1.50 

liai 1*. K Uoso Bihaiiiir 

... lu-prctor of S-hoola, Burdwaii 
Divi'iioii 

150 

Mr. K B Aiidumiiluh 

... liiHpoctor of SrhooN, Chittagong 

Di\ iHion 

150 

P. C. M.ihiiluiiahu 

... Profeasor, Prcsideiic) College 

150 


Indian Service f>f Knginetrn. 


(Und^ r tlic fnigatioij ) 


Mr. S. C. Majnm iar 

... Kj(c<’utivc Engineer 

2.'>0 

„ B. L. Suharwral 

... AMKiatant ErigiiietiT 

200 

„ A. S. Hainaiiriga in 

Ditto 

150 


Indian Medical Service. 


Major D. P. tioil 

... Civil Surgeon, Bajihuhi 

250 

„ S, C. Chuckerhiirt > 

... Sufieruitendent, European Lunatic 
A*<yluni, Bartchi. 

2M 

„ B. N. Chopra 

... Profeaeor, Sch<K)l of Tropical 
Medicine, Calcutta. 

250 

„ K. S. Thakur 

(On leave) 

2r>a 

„ 8. C. Pal • 

... Civil Surge<in, Chittagong 

250 

Captain J. 0. L)e 

... Reaident .Medical Officer, Medical 
College Hoapttal, Calcutta. 

200 

S. N. Mukherji 

... ' Ditto 

200 
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PropoMd Midnapora water-works. 


[2(h‘H iSov, 


•XII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the I>epartmerjt of Ix>cal Self-Government aware 
that the MidnuiM’e inuiiioipa)lity has! oJ^Midy tui^ed a large sum ol 
money from the public for establishing a water-works system in the 
town ? 

(h) If so, will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table a detailed statement of the money thus obtained from the ^blic 
as well as from the Government, if any, and the manner in which it 
has been 

(c) Is it a fact that a large sum of this money raised ‘exclusively 
for water-works puriK)ses lias alrearly l)een spent by the municipality 
for purj)oses otherwise than the water-works schemed' 

(J) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister lie pleased to stab* the amount thus si)ent and tlie manner in 
which it has been silent Y 

(e) Will the Jlon’ble the Minister Ik* pleased to state what action, 
if any, has bwii taken or what action it is i>rojK>sed to take in regard 
to the municijiality ? 

Mr. S« W. GOODE: (a) The MidnaiK>re munici|Kility raised 
Ks. (i(l,(i4()-S-(l only from the public for the water-works scheme. 

(h) In addition to the public subscription mentioned in rej)l\ to 
clause (a) above the munici|mlity re(*eived also the sums noted bel ov. — 
Government grant. — Rs, 2,23,000, 
ls>an from Government — lls. 1,00,000, 

District board contrilmtion — Rs. 50,000, 

and the undermentioned table shows how the money was spent — 

Rs. A. P. 

Made over to (^hief Engineer, Public 

Health DeiKutment ... 4,13,000 0 0 

Made over to ('hief Engineer, Public 

Health DejmrtnwMit, for prejiaration of 
idans. etc. ... 9,854 1 1 

MijH'ellaneous expenses un acquisition of * 

lands, etc. ... 3,086 11 1 

# 


Total 


4,25,d40 12 2 
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(c) and (fl) About Rs. 10,000 has lieen diverted and expended for 
the general purjjoses of the municipality. 

(c) Ihe general aHsessment ia lieing reviatnl. With the increast* in 
income, which is anticij>ated from this revision, the ('ommuwionera 
propose U) make gtKxl the luuount divcrud fnuu the water fund. 


Clinical appointments to Medical College, Campbell Medical School 
and Hospitals. 

•XIII. ^ Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: (a) Will (he Hon lde 

the Minister in charge of the l)c|>jirtinent (»f Local Self-Oovernuient lie 
pleased to state whether it is a but that a nuinWr of elinicai up]KHni« 
na^its are going to la* added — 

(f) io the MtMlical (’ollegt*; and 

(//) to the ( ainjdiell Medical School aiol Hospitals 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the aHirinalive, will the Hon'ble tlie 
Minister be }>lea''»‘d to state whellier it is cont4^rnplabsi to fill up these 
jKistvS by ap(K>iiitirig (tovernnient .ser\’antH to them!^ 

(c) Will thc' Hon'bh' the Minist4‘r Is' jdeased to stat-e whether 
such a stej) will entail an increas 4 ‘ in th«‘ cadre of ihe Assistant 
Surgeon'^ and .Sub- AssiNtaiit Surgeons y 

(d) If s(>. hou many iswts will b<' a<bh*d to the ca<lrey 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: i<i) (d It IS pro|s>s<*4l to create two additional 
aj)jK>int riHMjts on tlu* Medical ('oll<*g«‘ stafV tor ('ivil Assistant Surgeons. 

It was also jH'ojsised to creat4* four additional jxisUi of ('linituil 
Lecturers to Is* ladd by Assi‘<tant Surgeons. The finam-.ial jswition at 
pri'seut prevents these new apfSMntnients Isdng ma<le, although it was 
intended temjmranl> to take in oftieeiH from the sanctioned leave reserve 
and not to fill uj* that rcNeive, unlt*ss the exjH*riment after a year was 

* held to lx* a success. 

(u) An Assistant Teacher of ('linical Surgery has recently Wn 
appointed at the (anijiliell IHwpital, the jwst being mlded to the cadre 
of Assistant Surgeons. 

• An Honorary l*bysi(dan has also been apjiointed as a Clini(‘al Teacher 

at the Out-Patients Dejxirtnient of that Hospital, dealing with diseaaea 
of the nase, ety* and throat. ' , 

(b), (r) and (d) In connection with the proposed appointment at 
tlie Medical College, it was not intended at firesent to increase the 
cadre’ of Assistant Surgeons and \Sub-Assuitant Surgeons; Uie whole 
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quention would come under consideration at the end of 1923, but as 
already stated the almve jyroposala are held in abeyance in view of the 
fiuanciaJ stiingency, since they w'ould involve expenditure after 1923. 


Hooghly Imambara* 

•XIV. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’hle the Minister in eharf^e of the D(*l>artment of Education been 
drawn to tin* presetni (ondition of the Hooghly Iinanibara? 

(/>) Is tlie Hori'})le the Minister aware that siiu'e the' retirement of 
Nawahzada Sye<l Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur, .from the 
mutawalishij), the ])iiildinji»’H have fallen into disrefNiir, jxirtieularly the 
moioinuMit and tin* histc^rie house of the Bara Iinainbara ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the uaLfnatna of the late Ilaji Muhammad 
Moh^in retjiiires that there slnnild 1 k‘ at least two qualified Mutawalis 
f(»r th(‘ trust pro{H‘rty ? 

(</) What art* the (pialifieutions of the present Mutawnili or Muta- 
w'alis? 

(e) Is the Hon’ hie the Minister aware that many of the buildings 
in the Imamhara are lyinp: untenanted r* 

(/) Is the Hon’hle the Minister -awan* that the chief reasoiis for 
these huihlin^s lyin^»- unt^uianted are that they are in a dilajudated 
eomlition and that exorbitant lents are bein^^ demamhurr’ 

iff) Who is th(‘ }>resent IVwan or Su}H*rint(‘n(buit of the officer' 

(It) What other work does he do Ih'suIcs holding*’ this |>ost ' 11 w 

many Innirs a day d(H*s lie f(ivt' to the affaiis of the Imambaia!’' 

(/) Wlio is the jM'iNon^at pn*sent in charj^e of the lef^al husiness of 
the Imamhara, and what are his cpialifi cations? 

()) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that cases of litigation are 
on an im'.rease in the Imamhara? If ^o, what is the rejuson for this? 

(it) Is tlie Hon’hle the Minister aware of a tension of feeling 
between the tenants of (be Imambara and the Mutawalis? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the garden attached to 
the mausoleum of the late TTuji Muhammad Mohsin and his family has 
Wn leasqd out to one of thi' iiuilis and is at present in a ruinous state? 
(m) Is the Hon’ble the Minister awart' — , 

(t) that the office of the Boartl of Trustees is not located at Hooghly. 

‘ (fi) that no liH^il men are represented on the Board; and 

(Hi) that in a recent civil suit the Board of Trustees gave an 
assuranoe that half the number of trustees will be chosen 
from Muhammadans of the locality ? 
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(n) Are the Govemaieut cousidenag the denirability of aptx>inting 
a committee to inquire into the |»n^eut manugemeut t»f the Iiuambara 
and to make nuggestioiH to tii>veniiuent for iu iinpnneiueiit ^ 

(o) Is there any ohjertiou (o the Magistrate of the distiiet Inung 
aiq)ointed one of the Mutawaiis of tlie linaintHiru for the iidininistra- 
tion of ifie 8e(‘ular matters relating to the IniuinUua, with a Hutlituent 
remuneration for the |»ertoimanee of these duties? 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlio 
Hon’ble Mr, P. C. Mitter): in) and l//) The Exeeutne Engineer. Jhirdwan 
Division, reports that tin* eomiition of tlie Imamhara huildmgs is had uml 
in some e^ses daiigt*r()Us. IIim rep<)i’t’' have fnsMi forwaided 1(» the 
Oommissioner of the division with the requent that the matter may l>e 
brought to the notice of tin* <'omiiiittt*e ot Management. 

Idle Mutawali states that the Hara Imamhara, a st‘j)tirate wtikf with 
no ap[»reciahle funds, which came uinler the <-ontiol oi the Mohsenia 
Imamhara during the late Mauhi S\cd Karamat Ah s nitilaw ahship, 
has ('ontinued to 1 k^ iepair(‘<l aiinualK .simi* the icliroincnl ot Navvah- 
zada S\(‘d Ashratiiddin Ahmc<l, Khan Hahadur. As rcgaids tin* 
UKHiumeut of the llara lnianil»aia, he slates that no monunn>nt a|>|H*ar.s 
to exist 01 has U*en coiistnn toil .sinre the Hara imamhaiii was fouinh‘d; 
the building attached to the Itara Iiuaml)aia is said to havt* Inm 
tfioroughly repali(‘d in recent \euis hv the teiiaiit out of the accumulated 
arrears of r(‘nl dm* Irom him to the lmam)>ara 

(c) d'he trnkjtiaiua does not cleailN la\ down that there shall ulwaiyn 
he two Mutawalis, altlnmgh the uokif apjMunti'd two in his owmi life- 
time; but in ISIS the Hoard of I’e\enue, undei Hegulution XIX of I'.Ht), 
dismissed the Mutawalis and a|>iK)inted in their place a Su|M*r int<*ndcnt . 
The Hoard’s action stiaxi the test of an aiqs-al to the Sadar Ih wani 
Adalat hy the son of one of the ibsmissed Mutawalis (in IS.’UI). Since 
ISIS, there has only laH*n a single Mutawali. 

{ti) The i»resent Mutawali was an assistant in the Hntish Agency 
at Bagdad foralnnit lb years. 

(c) and (/) The Mutawali rejMirlH that no [M>rtion of the building 
littarhed to the Imanilxira is lying untenanted with the exception of 
4 small gtKlown.s attached to the Imamhara hdt which have rei^nily 
fallen vacant. The rent is sui<l to have lH‘en raised as the municijial 
taxes which are i>aid by the Tmarnhani were im reas<*d ; the Mutawali 
states that the rents are in acccadaiice with the rates prevalent in 
ftooghly. 

(g) Syed Afzal Ali. • 

(/i) It is re*i>orted that he is a Civil C^^urt clerk under the CVdlector 
of Hooghly. He works as a Dewan in the Imamhara offiie in the 
monnng up to 10 a.m. and also atjends in the evening whenever 
necessary. 
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(i) The Mutawali report* that Munshi Ataur Rahman, a local man, 
waa selected from four or five candidates and that he was successful at 
the? examination conducted by the late Mutawali. He is said to have 
a workinf^ knowledge of law. 

(;) The Mutawali reports that there has been some increase in 
litigation, due partly to the institution of some ejectment suits against 
tenants refusing to pay additional rents for lands encroached ujxm, and 
|>artly to the institution of some rent suits against defaulting tenants. 

(it) It is said that no such feeling exists, except as between the 
MutawuH and the tenant of the Imilding attached to the Bara Imam- 
barn against whom a suit has been instituted and decreed. 

(/) Tile Mutawali states that the garden attached to the ^mb of the 
memorable late llaji Muhammad Mohsin and his family is not leased 
out to the i/t/ih': he rej)orts that the friiit-tn'es are leased to the highest 
bidder and that the garden is neatly kept. 

(///) (0 The Mutawali re|K>rts as follows: — 

The ofIi<‘e of the Board has Wen hn'iited in Calcutta sinCrC* its creation, 
but meetings are sometimes held at the Mohsenia Imambjira. 

(ti) One of the members — Sahibzaiia (iliolam Ilossain Shah — is said 
to own jiropc'rty in the H<M>ghly-Chinsura Municipality. The other 
meraher Syed Muhammad Kazim has a family dwelling-house and some 
land in Chinsura. Both these gentlemen are said to be frequent 
visitors to TTooghly. 

(ill) The Mutawali deiiitvs that any such undertaking was given. 

(n) Apart from other rea.sons, in view of tin* fact that the Muham- 
madan public did not consider it neiessaiy b) take stej^ that they were 
entitlcil to take if they were really dissatisfied with tlie administration 
by the pre.s<*nt (\>miuitt«H^ of Management and the Mubvwuli, Oovem- 
ment, as at present mlviseil, do not projnise to apiwint any Committee 
of the nature suggeste<l. 

(e) The juactice of having two Mutawalis has lapsed, while 
sec tion 22 of Ac t XX of 1803 forbids any officer of (fovernment in his 
official c ai>acity from taking any part in the management or appropria- 
tion of any endowment made for the maintenanco of a mosque or other 
religious establishment. 

Tnvailifig aflowanoe oliargea of Covernment oftlotals. 

•XV/ Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: WiU 

the TTon’hle the MemWr in charge of the Deixirtment of Finance be 
pleased to stat<' — 

(t) the U>b\l amount that was s]ient in the year 1920-21 over 
“ travelling allowances,” ” halting charges,” and ” mile- 
age,” etc., of the various officers under the Hovemipent of 
Bengal ; and 
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(it) the proportion the amount referred to in (i) l)ear« U) the 
amount spent over their ** salaries,” ** personal allowances/* 
** house allowances ” and so forth? 


The Hoit’ble Mr. d. DONALD: (0 Approximately Hs. 30 lakhs, 
(li) One-sixth. 


North Bengal floods and Railway embankments. 

*XVI. Jlabu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the llon’hic the 
Member in chur^^e of the Department of Itevenue (liiiml Revenue) l)e 
pleased to state the stejw that have Imvh or are bein^^ ,takt‘n t<> meet 
the distress and to re|mir the devastation raused by the recent flfmds 
in the districts of Rajshahi, Ho^ra and Palma? 

(/D Is the Hoirble the MemlnT aware that then* is a ,stronjj[ laidy 
of opinion that the flocals were due to there not beinj( sullicieiit ojaui- 
ing.s in the Railway embankments both in the main iim* of the* Kastern 
Railway and in tlie lim* of tin* Saia-Sirajjruiij Railway for 
natural flow of water over the area (‘oncermai and for the ])a.Hsu|;^e of 
AcmhI or excess water? 

(r) Will the H on’ble the Meinla*r Ik* pleaned to ^ay whetlau Govern- 
ment are considerini^ the advisability of communicating^ with the Rail- 
way Hoard, the Government c»f India, and the* Railw*ay (’omjuaiiy 
concerned in the matt<*r of inakinj^ a larger number of culverts and 
oj)eninjEfH in the embankments? 

{(i) Have the Government taken any stejw with a view devin* 
methods for avoidin^f similar floods in Bengal in future? 

Tba Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; {a) The memlier is referred to the Press (^omrnuniqni 
dated the 9th November, 1922. 

• (6) Yee. 

(c) and (d) Government have not taken the exm t line of action 
indicated by these questions but they have determined to afipoint a 
amall committee of official and noii-officiaJ exj>erts to inquire into and 
report on the causes of the fltwids in the Rajshahi Division and to 
sufTgest remedies for the same. The jiarticular attcuition of the com- 
mittee will W directed to an incpiiry into the effect of the railway 
embankments f*n the natural drainage of the country. The Railway 
Board have also, since the publication of the (Hm*rnment comvtun\qu^. 
issued a communique on the suhjt^t indicating? the action which they 
propose to take themselves. 
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^XVII. Mr. J. A. OeLISLE: {a) U the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Police (River Police) Department aware that a persistent 
nimour has l>een cuiTent for some time to the effect that the abolition 
of the River 1‘oiice in Eastern Bengal is contemplated by, and is under 
the consideration of, (iovernment? 

(b) Will the ilon’lde the Meml>er be pleased to state w'hether there 
is any foundation for this report? 

(r) Will the llon’hle the Member be pleased to state whether the 
(luestion of the annual exjKMiditure on the River Police has been made 
a subject of sj)eciul or only general reference to the R.?treTichment 
(’oinmittee ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): {a) and (/>) Attention is invite<l to puragrai>h 0 
of the (t(>veriiment Resolution on the Report on the Police Adiniiiis- 
trution in the Bengal Presidemy for the year 1921, of which a copy 
bas been placed on the Library table. For fiiiam ial reasons it is not 
at present intended b) include the Khulna waterways in the sji(beres of 
the department, but peiidiug the receipt of the Uetreju hmeiit (\>m* 
mittw^’s recommendations the further <*urtailment of the de|>iirtinent is 
not at pres(‘tit under consid<‘ration. 

{(') The refereru'e to the Betrenchment (-ommittee is in general 
terms covering the exjKUiditure of the province. The Hiver Police ha.s 
not l>een sjK'ciiUly mentioned. 


Tetohing appointments in the Medical Collage and Schools in Calcutta. 

*XVIII. Mr, 8. MA^BOOB ALEY: (n) Will th(‘ Hon’ble the 
Minister in cliurge of the DejKirtment of Livcal Self-ttovernment l>e 
pleascnl to state whether it is a fact that Major-Deneral B. TI. Deare has 
promised to (Teate two new apimintmwts in the (’alcutta Medic al College 
and to give them to two Assistant Surgeons to l>e nominated by him? 

(h) Mill the Hon’hle the Minister 1 m’ jdeased io state whether 
teai’hing appointments in the — 

(r'l Medical College, 

(/C School of Tiopieal Medicine and TTygiene, and 
(//f'l Hie (^imphell Medical School, 

are absolutely in the gift of the Surgeon-Ceneral or whether the Horrhle 
the Minister has anv voice in the selection or nomiiiation to such 
apiwintments of — 

{ 1) outsiders, or ' 

(2) |>ersonvS in the service? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether in 
the matter of ap|>ointmeiits referred to above the nomination or 
recommendation of — 

(t) the Surgeon-Oeneral, or 

(ii) the Selection C'ommitWe where such a comiuittiH' exists, 

is al>solutely binding on the Hon^de the Minister or whether it is oj>en 
to him to accept or rt*ject such nomination or recommendation? 

Mr. S. W. ^OODE* {o) The Surgeon-denenil has made |>ro|Mwals- 
now under the consideration of (lovernment — for providing two apiaont- 
ments on the staff of the Medical ('ollege for oftiivrs selected fmin the 
ranks of Civil Assistant Surgeons. 

{b) (i) to (iit) Ap|H>intmeiitH to Professor.Hhij>s i>f tlie Mediial 
(^)Ilegt* are made by (Government (Medical Department), a re|>ort la'ing 
submitted t<» the tlovernment of India. P(»sts of ANsistant l*rofessors 
and IVnomstrators are held by Civil Assistant Surgeons, am! under the 
general |K)wers us regards fKisting, transfer and leave of ('ivil Assis- 
tant Surgeons, the Surgeon-(?eneral is authorised to fill up these jh>s(s 
without reference to Government. None of these appoint men (a are 
liehl by outside practitioners, except tln» Drofessorsbiji of Anatom v. 

As regards the Scluwd of Tr(>pical Minlieine and Hygiene, some of 
tlie f>rofessr»rial apjiointments are held by Indian Medical Service riflRi'ers 
wlin are aj»|Knnted bv tlie tioverninent of India under the old rub's, 
while others -posts both of professors and of assistant ]»rofesHors liave 
l)een filled by per.'^ons apf>ointed bv tbe Minister in uicordance with the 
recommendations made bv tbe Selection Committee. 

The teaching apfM>intments of the ('aiiiplMdl Mediial Scbind are 
held }>v Civil Assistant Surgeons (apart from tlie [>ost of Superinten- 
dent) and under the general poM-ers of the Surgeon -General, af»TK>int- 
ments to these posts are made from officers in the cadre without refer- 
ence to Government, which mav, however, exerciw a coTitrol over them. 

(c) Tn resfiect of a]>jx>intnientH re<|uiring Oovernnient sanction, the 
Minister is not l>ound to accept the nominations of the Selection Com- 
mittee appointed by bim or of tbe Surgwn-nenemi, 


Raviston of iMy 9f teoohiiig fUff of Commerolal Institiiio. 

•XIX. BMhi EANINDRALAL DEI (^) Will tbe HoiCble the 
Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Agricultuie and Industries be 
pleased to slate whether (he revision ol the scale of pay of the teaching* 
i»taff of tbe Government Cororaemal Institute, Calcutta, for which a 
grant .was sanctioned bv th# Council in the last July session, has been 
giTen effect tof 


4 
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(h) If not, when are the Government lihely to pass orders in th 
matter P 

(e) Is it a fact that the grant for the same purpose provided in th< 
Budget for 1921-22 lapsed owing to the non-utilization of the amounts! 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRI 
CULTURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): {a) No. 

(h) Oiders will be j>asHed as soon as the initial pay admissible tt 
each member of the staff is settled, 

(r) Yes. 


Culverts on northern seotton of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

*XX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon lie the 

Minister in charf^e of the Department of Public Works {Railway Branch) 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that at the time of reconstruct- 
ing the northern section of the Eastern Beng’al Railway on the broad 
gauge syslein th(‘ railway authorities madt* the culverts fewer in numlM»r 
and shorter in width all along this section of tin* line? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. G. Dey): ' rh(‘ i|uestion rais(‘d is one on whic'h the 
local Government is not jirepared to give a rejily inasmuch as it is 
( losely (‘onnei'ted with the (juestion of the recent tlofals in North 
Bengal, a matter into which a Special Ofiicer has been sjiecially 
deputed by the Railway Board to imjuire. 


Examinctiofis for o^tifioates of oompetonoy as ** Serangs ” and 
Masters of iidand steam-vessels. 

•XXI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Marine Ib^ixirtment lie pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that both the Indian and Euroiiean Masters of vessels have 
got to |wss certain examinations under the Inland Steam Vesvsels Art 
held under the auspices of the Government of Bengal? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bh^ 
Mr. «l. Donald): K xaminations are held under the Inland Steam VeRuels 
« Act, 1 of 1017, for certificates of competency a« Sernpa^ and firat 
and second class Masters of inland vessels. These certifirat 4 *a are 
granted by the Government of Bengal. Both Kuro|>fans und IndiSDI 

ran appear at these examinations, 

I 
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^XXII. MMilvj SHAH ABOUR RAUF: Will the Hon'bie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleaiied to atiit«^ — 
(i) what i« the extent of the Mnhsin Fund; and 
(if) what sura is annually appropriated by the diffeiTnt schools 
and colleges out of that Fund? 

The Hon’bki Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) and (ti) A copy of the Mcdisin 
Fund Budgt‘t, which will give the information asked for, is laid on the 
Library table.^ 


RaooipU from inorottad stamp-dutiot. 

*XXIII. Mr. TARIT BHU 8 AN ROY: ui) Will the Ilon'ble the 
Member in charge of the I)e]nirtnient of Finance Iw pleased to state 
what the nctiial inrn*as<* in re<*eipls is from judicial and non-judicial 
stamps for the three nuuiths during which the Stamp Amendment and 
(^ourt-fees Acts have l)een in force in Bengal? 

(h) Do Ooverjirneiit estimate that the anticiputums of (iovernment 
regarding the estimated increasi* in rt'venue from the above sources will 
l)e fulfilled? 

(c) If not, what is estimated to 1 m* tin* probable ammint of deficit 
on the basis of the actuals for the said three months? 

The H(m*ble Mr. J. DONALD: (n) The infoimation is given in the 
statement below. 

(h) No. 

(c) The actual receipts for three months df) mit form a sufficient 
basis for determining the accuracy of the Bmlget estimate On the 
basis of seven months' figures it is now estimnt«*d that the actual 
receipts for the year will fall short of the Budget estimate bv Bs. 85 
lakhs. 

Statement referred to in the rejdy to clanee (a) of starred queeiion 
No, XXIII, nhoxring Stamp Itreeiptn for the first qtmrler ending 
SOth June, 1922, compared with the same quarter of the previotui 
year. 



j Fl*** j 

1 m! \m. 

' i April t<» Junr \ 

1 

1 FlrM qiMrUr 

itwim. 

♦ April 'o A»m 1 

1 liMirrAM. 


R^. 

Rs. 

R'. 

JadicUl 

Noii-jiidici«l ... 

... * 68.02,425 

21,24.460 

69,91 466 
25,05.93.8 

1.89.0.HO 

3,81,483 

Total 

79,26.87^ 

! 84,97,388 

! i 

6,70 613 
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In continuation of the annwer given by the Hon'hle the Member ti 
charge of the Police Department to starred question No. XIV pu 
by Me, Bijoypeosad Singh Roy on the 3rd July, 1922, two state 
ments are laid on the table in respect of parts (ui) arul {iv) thereof 

I. 

(lii) Statement Hhowing the amount realised in the last completec 
.year as rent of ehaukidari chakran lands and made over to union boardf 
and ehaukidari jxinehayets. The amount is not contributed by Govern- 
ment but is iKiid by the owners of the estates in which such lajids an 
included. ' 


District. 

Amoiint. 


Rs. 4. p. 

Birbhum 

... 89,258 0 0 

llooghly 

... 41,033 12 24 

Bankura 

... 3,891 0 0 

Burdwan 

... 97,961 12 2 

Midnajwre 

... 27,191 14 11 

Tlowruh 

... 6,572 4 1 

Mursliidabad 

... 48,408 0 0 


Total ... .3,14,31G 11 4J 


II. 


{iv) Statement showing the amount i>aid in the last comjdeted year 
by union lK)urds on account of |Xiy and equijmient of chaukidars and 
dafadars. « 


District, 


Amount. 


liurdwan 
Birbhu m 
llooghly 
Hown\h 
Faridpiir 

Ti Pliers 

Noakhali 

Dacca 


Rs. A. p. 

2,25,759 12 6 
1,94,827 0 0 
1,65,640 4 11 
l,09,0a8 13 0 
59,274 9 8 
2,21,590 1 6 
41,799 8 0 
1,17,105 0 0 


Total 


11,35,095 1 7 
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Uiiatamd Quiilitfii 

(aimm to whioh wort laid 'On tKo tobit). 

Inoomo of tho Calcutta Uniwirsity. 

1. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: {a) Will tho Him*hlo tho 

MlniHier in oharffo of tho I)op*irtnu*iit of Ktiut'ution lx* ploiisoti to Hlato 
what was the o^rf^reg^ate gnwn inconu^ of the rniversity of (\il<‘uttji in 
the following year**: — 

1917-18, i;ilS-19, 1019-20, ami 1920-21 ? 

(b) How niurh of the above aggregate income was (lerive<i from 
endowments, and what are the objects of the several endowments V 

(c) How much of the alxive aggregate income was derived fn>m the 
following : — 

(i) Matriculation examination fees; 

(If) Intermediate examination fees; 

(tu) 11. A. and H.ik'. examination fees; 

{tv) M.vV, and M.Sc. examination fees; 

(rl B.li. and M.L. examination ftx's; and 
(ri) other examination fees? 

(d) How riuK h of the above aggregate inrome was deriv(*d fiom sale 
of Tni versify jmhlications ? 

(v) How mm h of the alM>ve aggregate income was ri(‘rived frr»m 
fees paid b> Htudehls for attendance at the l>aw (’ollege i lasses and 
lectures ‘r 

(f) How’ much of tlie almv© aggregate income was derived from the 
fees |>aid by Postgraduate students? 

(/;) H(»w much of the above aggregatt* income was derivixl from 
(lovernraent grants ^ If any jxirt of such grants was for sjHJcial puriKises, 
if 80 , for w’hat [njriKim^? 

(/i) H<»w much of the uIkivo aggregate income was derived from other 
sources ? 

(t) What was the aggregate exfKUidituro of the Ihiiversity of 
Calcutta during the following years: — 

1917-18, 1918-19, 1919-20, and 1920-21? 

(;) How much (»f the aggregate exfienditure was incurred for the 
following examinations: — 

(t) Matriculation examination; 

(ft) I. A. and 1.8c. examinations; 

(til) B.A. and B.”8c. examinations; 

(it?) M.A. and M.Sc. examinations; 
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(v) Medical examinationa; 

(vt) Engineering examinations; . , 

(vn) B.Ti. and M.L. examinations; and 
(vni) other examinationa? 

(it) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred — 

(i) for the payment of the staff of the Postgraduate classes; and 
(u) for the general maintenance of the Postgraduate classes? 

(/) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred — 

(t) for the Science College ; and ^ 

(ti) for the Law College? 

(rn) How much of the uggi*egate expenditure was incurrec^ for muni- 
cipal taxes, tlie pay of the Kegistrar, the ('ontroller of Examinations, and 
the permanent office estahlishment of the University other than the 
Postgraduate Department ? 

(ri) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred for other 
purposes ? 

• 

The Hoffble Mr. P. C. MfTTER: (a) to (n) The published and 
audited accounts pamphlets of the University of Calcutta for the years 
1917-18, 1918-19, 1919-20 and 1920-21 and a copy of the Calendar of that 
l>Oily for the years 1920 and 1921 are laid on the Library table. The 
former will give the information wanted by the mover as to the details 
of receipt and ex|)enditure of the University for the ye^ars in question, 
while the latter will nhow the objects for wliich the several endowments 
of the University have been created. 


Embankments in osrtain villages of Khulna. 

2. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble the Memlier ia charge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the condition of the emhankmenlN in the following villages 
of the district of Kliulna and the failure of rice-crop in those areas dur- 
ing the last three years: — 

Rajnagore and Saktia in thaiia Tala; Kurikahunia, Sripur and 
. Chakla Telikhali in thana Asasuni ; and Srikalash, Kashimari, 
Biralaksmi and Tejaikhali in thana Kaligunge? 

(b\ If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps have lieen taken or what steps it is projx^sed to take for the repair, 
of the said embankments so that the said villages may be saved from 
being flooded with salt water? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tlio 
Hon’blo the Mahorijadhinkja Bahodur of Bunhoaii): (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

i 
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Baku AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is it not a fart that thr work 

has uot been taken in hand yet and will the liutrble the MeinlnM' in 
charge take necessary stejis so that the same work umy W taken in 
hand as early as jiossihle? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BU ROWAN: The quest ion will receive consideration. 

Election expeneeo of looel bodiee. 

3. Maulvw AZAHARUDOIN AHMED: Will the Uon'ble the 
Minister in .hnrge of the IK‘t>ai tnient of Lficui Sid f -Govern men I be 
pleaseil to •lay on the table » htatenuMit shfiwiiikr. diNtiict by district, 
the total amount sjHMit by the Government during Ihe lust three general 
elections to — 

(i) district boards, 

(ti) local boards; and 
(ill) iuunici{xilities y 

Mr, Sa W. GOODE: ruder rule 52 and rule 38 of the Election 
Rules is.sued under the Ilengal I/ocal Self-Government and Municipal 
Acts, respef'tivelv , cojues of which are laid on the Library table, all 
costs iiK lined in hobling ele< tuuis by district and local boaifL and 
nmnicipalitie.s are payable from the ilisfiM't an*! municipal lumls, 
resjKM'tively. 


Inspeotion of primary and middle schoolft. 

4, Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDOIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the IV|jurtment of Education Iw 
pleased to lay on the table a statement, in a tabular form, u[> to the 
3l8t March, 1922, showing — 

(») the numlx»r of district and subdivisional insjiectorH and Govern- 
ment hub-insjiectors of sc hools in each district in Ibuigal ; 

(ti) the iiuiiiWr of middle English, middle vernacular, ufqwr 
priraar}’ and lower primary sc hools and m(tkttih» and other 
indigenous schools in charge of each of the above offic<!rH 
during the year; and 

(m) how many, if any, schools remained un visited in each distnei 
by any officer? 

(h) Do the Government contemplate any redistribution of ihoee* 
offioere? If so, when ? 

{c> What steps are being taken to give effect to the Primary 
Education Scheme recommended by Mr. Biss f 
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The Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A consolidated statement is 
laid on the Library table. 

(h) The whole question is under consideration. No date can be 
mentioned. 

(c) The scheme ns a whole has not yet been' approved by Govern- 
ment. Exp<*riiuental schemes on the lines indicated in Mr. Biases 
recommendations are, however, bein^ considered. Schemes have been 
worked out for JKl municii»olities and 204 union boards and consider- 
able funds, over lls. 2J lakhs, have IxH^n provided this year for giving 
effect to thew^ proposals. 

Slaughter of oomrs in iminioipalities. 

5. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; (a) Will the Hoirble the 
MinisUT in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of all municipalities in Bengal, including Calcutta 

and suburlmn municipalities, and the number of Hindu and 
Muhammadan inhabitants therein; and 

(ii) the names of the municiiMilities in wdiich .slaughter of cows, 

bulls aud calves has been prohibited and the date of pass- 
ing of the resolutions to that effect? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Minister In* pleased to state whether aft(‘i 
HU(*h prohibition the slaughter of cows, bulls and calves has been 
Htoi)|)ed in the slaughter-houses of those municipalities? 

(c) What is the sxiin received from the slaughter of cattle in tlie 
municipalities in Bengal during the Inst 12 months? 

{(I) What is the rate of the fee levied for the slaughter of each 
cattle? « 

(f) Are there stalls for sale of l>eef in the market-places of the 
municipalities which maintain slaughter-houses for the slaughter of 
cows, bulls and calves? 

(/) Whei-e is l>eef sold in the municipalities w’here there is no stall 
in the market place for the sale of beef? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (rt) (i) A statement is laid on the Library 
table. 

(if) Calcutta~7th April, 1920, and 25th January', 1922; Burdwan— 
iOth April, 1922; Kutwa~30th May, 1922; Raniganj— 20th Juiiel 
1922; Bankura — 17th Decern W t, 1920; Sonamukhi — 7th Mav, 1922; 
ITowmh— 23rd July, 1920; Bally~-2nd April, 1920; Hooghlv-Chiii- 
6ura~29th April, 1922; Baidyabati— 27th May, 1922; Arambagh-,- 
19tb April, 1922; Tollyganj— 17tb April, 19^2; Krisbnagar-— 25th 
April, 1922; Nabadwip— 29th April, 1922; Chakdah— 16th June, 1922; 
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Kumarkhali — 26th June, 1922; Berhampor^ — 30th January, 1922; 
Naraiuganj — 17th May, 1922; Mymeu$<iiigh — 7th July, 1915; Madart- 
pur — 10th May, 1922; Jaij^aiguri — lat Auguat 1921; and Old Malda — 
30th AprU, 1922. 

(?>) Of the above inunit ipalit iea, 14 have no alaughter-houaeM ; aa 
reganl^i the remaining eight, the slaughter of <!Owh, hull^ niul ealves 
has stopped in Howrah, Hankuru, Tollyganj, Myniensingh and 

Jaljiaiguri. 

(c) The amount received is Hs. 43,635 which is derived from fees 
as well as frtun licenses. 

(d) The rfte varies from one anna to ten annus p(»r head of cattle. 

(e) Thj answer is in the afhrmative so far as the municipalities (»f 
Calcutta, Asan.sol, Suri, Howrah, Dacca, Chittagong. Coinilla and 
Dinajpur are concenied. 

(/) It is sold hv hawkers or in private markets i\nd licensed shops. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is it not a fact that the ohjeci of 
the uminicipalities referred t<» in the answ^T, in wdiich the slaughter 
of cows ami calv(*M has lavoi prohihiti'd, is to re<luce th<‘ prit'e of 
«M»w*M milk ami at the same tim(‘ iricrea.se thi‘ sui>ply of (jhrr. 

•if. 8. W. GOODE: The depaiiinent have no knowhdge of the 
motives of this action. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is it not a fact that the pnv 
hihition of the slaughter of cows has reiluced the rati‘ of infant 
mortality an<l is m»t a fact that it is not the Hindus alone hut tftie 
^^uhammadans as well who are eipially interested in increasing the 
si^pply of luilk which is the only f<M>«l for infants and invalids!'' 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I am not prepared to expres.s an opinion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Hahu Amulya I)hom‘ v\ddy, have you any more 
questions? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: No. Sir. 

Watar-tupply uhmm. 

8. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOiTRA: Will the Hon hle the 

Minister in chargt* of the I><»partmont of Ih>cuI SeJf-Uovernmont Ire 
pleased to state — 

(i) what schemes of Imal water-supply have l>een approved of hy 
the Bostrd f»f Public lleallh since January, 1921; 

(tf> which of those schemes have b<»en finally adopted and budgeted 
for*by the Government; 

(tn) what has lieen the total sum budgeted for, lor the puiqiose; 

(iv) what sum has been actually spent during the above period; and 

( r) under what items such sunfs have been spent? 



«0 
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Mr. 8. W. COOOE: (t) The following water-supply 
been approved by the Sanitary Board since 1921;- 
MidnaiKire water-supply, 

Tangaii water-supply. 

Noakhuli water-supply exteusion. 

Buiikura water-supply improvemeut. 

Surl water-supply. • 
llauig*anj water-supply. 

( onnlla w'ater-supply, 

Burdwun water-works extension. 

Krishnagar water-works extension. 

Naraiiiganj water-works. 

(’Iiittugong water-works improvement. 


[20rH No 
schemes ha 


(}.J . “n<' Uomilla schemes have received final sanction o 

in the iClgerLTe'^curTent^ear'^- 


(irants — 

Bankura— Its. 8,000. 
(’omillu— Its. 32,000. 
('hittagong— Its. 30,000. 
Itanigunj— Its. 50.000. 
Stiri— Its. 30,000. 


Loans — 

Kaniganj— Hs. 50,000. 
Burdwun— Its. 35,000. 
Bankura — Rs. 10,000 
Tangail— Its, 25,000. 
('omillu— Its. 45,000. 


(n,) The total sum was Rs. 1,00,000 
Rs. 10,000 for the Rangumuti wnter-sui>i.lv, and 
including Its. 42,000 for the ,Te,s,sore waler.su|>plv, 
(ic) and (r) The exiwnditure on the schemes 
Januurv, 1921 , to date is as follows 


for grants including 
Hs. 2.07,000 for loans 

in the alaive list from 


Krishnagur water- works 
Chittagong water-works 

Kaniganj water-works 
Burdwan water-works 
(Jomilla Water-Works 


Rs. 

1,75,654* 

2,648 

5,134 

2.403 

750 


,1 he remainder of the projects have not vet been started 
vio„:n'h; rk. p,,. 


Deftetive flltarBd watar-supply. 

7. Or. JATINORA NATH MOITRA; Will the Hon'hle the 

^e«!^dt T Local Self-Government be 

pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 

8ii{^ly for public use; 
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(it) of these water-supplies, which of them failed during the last 
summer ; 

(Hi) the places where filtration is not up to the mark; and 
(ir) the steps that have l)een taken by the Government to ivmedy 
the defective filtration? 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: (i), (it) (til) Statemenla are laid on the 
table. 

(ir) Analysis reiK>rts are supplied to the local authorities concerned. 
They an* aluji^s able to consult the ('hief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, regarding the removal of defects. 

I. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unttarred question ^'o. T, shoieiny 


places in 

Ui'mjal ichich now 

have a filtered water-supply for public 

(1) 

Bari sal. 

(20) Nutor. 

(vM 

Bcrham|)ore. 

(21) Sulkhira. 

(d) 

Bunlwan, 

(22) Kajbari, 

(4) 

{^) 

Dacca. 

Howrah. 

Supjdied from ('ulcutta water-works 

(b) 

M> rnciiHingh. 

(2d) Manicklolia. 

(7) 

Narainganj. 

( 24 ) ( V>Hsipor(‘.Fh i t jwro . 

(Hi 

Kur.scong. 

(25) Tollygunj. 


Khulna. 

(20) South Suburlian. 

(10) 

(’liaTidjHjr. 

(27) Garden Beach, 

(in 

(12) 

MunHhiganj 

Farid pur. 

Supplied from local mills — 

(KD 

IVnjjpur. 

(2S) Naihati. 

(14) 

15ituakhali. 

(29) Bhat})ura. 

(15) 

•IcNhore. 

(dO) Titaghar. 

(10) 

HfMighly-riiinfoira 

(dl) Gniiiliu. 

(17) 

Scnini|>ore, 

(d2) Bhadreswar. 

(18) 

(’’hittagong. 

(dd) (’humjKlany. 

(19) 

Uttarpara. 

(d4) Barunugar. 


The names of Darjeeling, Bankura and Noakhali have l>een omitted 
from the list as there* is no filtration. 

• The water-supply at Rajlmri was stopfied for a few days owing to 
the scarcity of water in the reserved tank. 

Water scarcity was apprehended at Khulna and Jessore and the 
pumping set belonging to this department was sent to these municipali- 
ties in time to pump in river water to fill the reserved tank. Hence 
there wfts no break in the water-supply. 



The water-supply at Satkhira stopped for a few days owing to the 
breakdown of machinery' as there is no duplicate set provided. 

II. 


Statement referred to in the reply to nnetarred question No. 7, giving the 
standards of filtration reached hy the various water-supplies. 



8ourc«t. 

Fllt«r>. 

Ran^rki. 

1. Howrali ... j 

! 

1 

1 

Uiver 

Ditto 

Slow Band 

Uaaally good but had ou 
two oc^asiona ; now 
satiBfactory. 

2. CluKsara 


Ditto 

Almost invariably ex- 
cellent. 

3. Gtuiriimr 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Usually very Batiafac- 
tory. 

4* Uttarpara ... ' 

Ditto 

Mechanical 

Variable reaults. 

6. UtHiira 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dnually poor reaults. 

6. Baukura 

Ditto 

Infiltration gal 
Icry. 

Satiafactf ry. 

7 Bufilwaii ... j 

Ditto ... i 

j 

Slow Band 

Usually excellent. 

8 Borliainpoiv , ... j 

Ditto ... 1 

Ditto 

Usually very good 

9, M} ineiiMiiigli ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Usually vcr> sali'fuc- 
tory . 

10. Bariaal 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Variable results 

11. Dacca 

Ditto 

Mechanical 

AlinoBt invariably ex- 
cellent. 

12. Narayaiigaiij 

h 

i Ditto 

1 

Mechanical gra- 
vity 

Variable reeulta. 

13. Cliamlpur 

1 Ditto 

! 

‘Preasure 

Ditto. 

14. JeMaore 

; Tanka ... 

j 

Mechanical gra- 
vity. 

Ditto. 

15. Rhuloa 

j Ditto 

Slow Band 

Usually fairly go^sl. 

K). Satkhira 

! 

Ditto 

Preaaurc 

1 

Usually good. 

17. Pircjpur 

Ditto 

Slow Band 

Usually unsatisfactory 

18 Kaiidpur 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Variable results. 

19. Nator 

IHtto 

Pretfure 

Unoertain. 



Dittrict botnl giml !• tmion 


t, Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROYt Will ihe Hon lile the 
Minieier in charge of the Department of liocal S<‘lf-Ot>veniment he 
pleoeed to lay on the table a statement showing the grant of each dis- 
trict board to the union Inmnis under it? 


Mr. S* W. GOODE: A statement is laid on the table. 


StaUmnnt referred to in the reptif to nnstarred qnetdion So. A, x/toww^ 
ttie gnints nuide by Dintrirt Hoards to the (^nion Hoards nnd^T them. 


N.aBoef DUtrlol Bonrd- 

Amount of ornoi to 
I'olon ttairil*. 

Iua4rk> 

1 

3 

1 3 

i 


' Ut*. 


Biirdwan 

44,HH4 


Oirlrhuni 

17,4.11 

1 Tbi» inclutlsH Ka. 0,41.3 Irnitifl; lh« 

Iraiartor of tlie Union (joiiitinlLrc 
i Ftii.d. 


1 

2«.^0() ] 

1 

Howrali 

.10.100 


KliUlD* 

27.650 


Dacca * 

4*^,15h 

1 

j 

I 

Faridpur 

15,800 

1 

JipfHjra 

40,000 

i 

Provided io Om* Dint m l Board Budget 
, f<»r 1021 22. A«» a«lditional nutn 

i of lU 3l,4s6 wan al^o prt)vidf‘d for 
tho iiiaiiUf'iiancc of (In* BoardV 

1 I^m't-r Pnniiry SohooU in elrnrgo 
of union t>otrda. 

• 

Noakhali 

37,010 



IT. A— Th* DMrlcl B««rdi ^f V*4U bar. to fWf lU. 140 t««S4-h of ih* Ml Colon Bn^rAdo tbo AMrlH 

vfarn Owf mrr Krtnnily miwOrofad. tlwr itnuil t« tw iitfttMfd (o Rt. MO lo moh Banrd nnScr lyMri*’ rlrrotM^ii^m 
TIm> MyaMMMlnfb DiMHrt SonnS h*» lii<lfH«d Ra lt.710 fbr fraoto to Union HenrAn w •« Iboy nrr {»rin«4 
vbnnM thn Datriet BonrA «l BnyhAl inupunw U> ftnnt lu. SfOincMli orunr 17 Union BonrAiln Our dlntri*. 



9. Mr. BMOYPROSAD •ilitIN ROYl Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government be 
pleaaed to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(j) the number of union boards in Bengal in which union courts 
or trenches have been constituted; 

( 17 ) the total number of union Imards in Bengal; and 
(tit) the maximum amount of union rate realised by any union 
board under sections — 

(I) 37(a) 

(IT) S7(h) 

of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919; and 
(iv) the maximum amount of expenditure of a union board under 
the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, for office 
management and realisation of taxes? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (i) One hundred and one. 

(tt) One thousand one hundred and two. 

(iff) The figures ap[)ear to Ik* Rs. 4,044 and Rs. 5,500, rcsi)ectively. 
(ir) The maximum amount is Rs. 1,246. 


KalA-azir. 

10. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (n) Will the HonTde 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Governnjent be 
pleased to state in detaif — 

(f) in which of the di.stricts of Bengal, kala-axar prevails to any 
severe extent, and 

(ti) what steps, if any, have been taken for the prevention and 
eradication of the diseo.se either by the Government or by any 
of the local authorities? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble the Minister kindly say what steps the Gov- 
ernment sugg(\st should be taken by the district boards to check any 
further progress of kala-a*ar in Bengal ? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: fa) (0 Investigation into the prevalence and 

distribution of romuienusd by the Public PcRUh Depart- 
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amt in 1919. So far the fi^winir twalve districts have been 
examined and the results are as foUo|M : — 


Diitrtei. 


NumaMT of 

vUimm 

•SMUiOOd. 

NamlMr «( 

Is 

ftoted »tUi 

koto'oeor. 

Intoctfd. 

of 

oMM found. 

Av.»rNe ptr 
vtitefo. 





Per cent. 


P«'r cent. 

MynieiiMiigh 


138 

76 

54S 

3.55 

4*7 

Maids 


233 

93 

400 

156 

1-7 

Nadia 


441 

161 

34*2 

252 

1-7 

Bakarganj 


273 

86 

31*5 

169 

1*9 

Dacca 


104 

32 

30*0 

53 

17 

Burdwtii 


76 

20 

26 3 

34 

2’7 

Nuakbali 


227 

34 

1 i4'i» ; 

52 

15 

Tippers 


459 ^ 

i 

61 1 

14 8 ; 

118 

17 

Darj<*«ling 


77 i 

10 

12-9 

12 

1*2 

Jaipaiguri 


1 127 

15 

ITH : 

20 

1 1*3 

Faridpiir 


491 

! 1 

45 

1 

9*1 

1 81 

18 

Chittagong 


■ ! 

1 10 1 

6 2 

; 21 

21 

Total 

... 

, 2,807 

1 639 

1 227 

i 

j 1,343 

i 2-10 

i 


From these fig'ures, it will lie that the largest projxntion of 

infected villages o('cur in Myniensingh, Malda, Nadia, Ikikiiiganj, Darra 
and Burda'an. The largest !njinlM»r of eases found in the infeeled villages 
are in Mymensingh and Burdwan. Isolated iiojuiries lm\e also been 
;nade in parts of Jessore. the 24-Farganas and Ifowruh. 

(ii) Government have undertaken the neeessary investigation in 
order that local authorities should know the facts, the officers engaged 
in the investigation have undertaken the s|)ecial tn‘atment (hv antimony 
injections) of the cases seen hv them, and have taught the hnal me4li(‘al 
men the method of diagnosis and techni(]ue of treatment ; local authori- 
ties have been advisee! in regard to schemes for the eradication of the 
diseaae; and some district lioards, c.//., Mymensingh baa taken up the * 
work, allotting a considerable amount for the purpose, 

(h) A copy of the plan of work suggested by the Assistant Direc tor 

of Pffblif Fftilth Off 8peciftl Kala-xwr is bid oo the Mhrttr^v 



Irrigation aoliofiiea on Council roioiiitiono. 


11. Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
pleaaeil to lay on the table a list of the schemes in the Department of 
Irrigation referred to in resolutions (^rried or accepted by the present 
Council with the approximate cost for each? 

(/j) Of these schemes, how many and which have l)een given effect 
to and the extent to which they have been given effect to? 

(c') How many and which of thew schemes have b^en held up for 
want of funds? 

(r/) How many and which of these schemes do the Government not 
propose to accept? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAUADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (o) t 4 ) (//) The only scheme accepted is that relating to 
the iinpr(>vement of the Saraswati river in the districts of HcK)ghly and 
Howrah. The action already taken bv Government in the matter is 
d(‘scribed in the sf>eech of the Hon’ble the Member printed on jmges 279 
and 280 of the (^nincil I’rocecnlings, 1921, Vcdume TIT. 


Alleged inoonvenienoe of passengers at Hounah station. 

12. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: ( G Ts the TTon’ble the 
Minister in (’barge of the DeimrtmcMit of Ihiblic Works (TTailway Tlranch) 
aware of the hardshi|>s to which passengers are put at th«» TTowrah 
station by the platform gates being ojxMied only a few minutes Indore the 
(le|)urture of the trains, and the* conscMpient crowd and rush and of the 
corruption that has resulted therefrom? 

(ff) Is the Hon’ble life Minister considering the desirability of taking 
steps to put a stop to such hard8hii>s and corruption ? 

Mr. C. G. DEYS (n) No complaint has l)een rec'eived hitherto. 

(h) It is not within the province of the Icxal Government to take 
steps in this matter, hut the attention of the East Tndian Railway and of 
the R^ilway Board is l>eing drawn to the suhjeet-matter of the queetion. 


Ktl»4uar in Hooghly. 

1$. Rti MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bafiaciur: (a) Is the 

Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Deportment of liocal Self-Govern- 
ment aware that there have l>een several cases of kala-axar at Eanaipoie, 
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Sikta, and other riilageA within the jurisdictioii of thana« Dadpur and 
Sitaniakhali in the Hooghly district F 

(^) What stejis, if any, are the Government taking in the matter? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) and {h) Government have no information 
Imt inquiries wll he made by the Assistant Director of Public 
Health for Kala-aaar. The kaln>ar.ar survey is at j)re8ent lieing con- 
ducted in the district of Burdwan, but it will shortly In* extendwl to 
Hooghly. 


Cofwtruqiliofi of Hoorrah-Biirdwran ohord lino and its effoot on tho 
sonitition of Hooghly. 

14. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bohodur: (a) Is the 

Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Deixirtment of IxK’al Self-Govern- 
ment aware that since the construction of the Howrah'-Biirdwan chord 
line and the obstruction of the natuial drainage by it. the villages on 
both sides of the line in the district of Highly have Ix'come malarious 
and that kala-azar is also spreading in those ar<‘jisF 

(/i) Will the Jlon’ble the Minister 1 h* plea,sed to slate what stejw, 
if any, it is projiosed to take in the mutter? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: <0 So far as information is available it 
d<H‘s not show that tluMC' was any ini'iease in the total death-rate in 
the thanas of the Hooghly district through which the Howrah- 
Burduan cliord line runs. 

{b) An inquiry regarding the prevalence <»f malaria and kula-aear 
has b<M»n arrangt^il for and is I>eing made. 


Grant of rowranM to prasidonU of uniofi boards of Hooghly 
distriot for moritorlous sarvioa. 

‘ 15. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Memlx*r in charge of the I’olice Ihqmrtment Iw plenaed 
to lay a statement on the table showing — 

(i) the names of the union boards of the Hooghly district whose 
presidents have Ikhui rwdpients of valuable jiresents for gwKl 
service; and 

(ti) also the character of the service* in the case of every such 
president ? 

(6) Is it a fact that these presents have lieen made on the recom* 
JDfadation of the Circle Officers? 


5 



(c) It it also a fact that a headman has been appointed for each 
unian board F 

Th$ Hofi'We Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) A statement i« laid 
on the table. The rewards granted were gold signet rings and silver 
mounted walking sticks. Under the standing orders of Government 
suhh rewards, the normal value of which is Rs. 50, can be granted by 
District Magistrates to members of chaukidari patichayets and union 
boards for meritorious service. 

(6) The good services were brought to notice by th% Circle Officers, 
Subdivisional Officers and Superintendent of Police. 

(c) Yes. 

Statfment referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred 
question No. 15. 

of irfon bMrd pmldtnt N»tar« of MrrlcM r«Bd«r«d by the precldcot. 

WM rMw.rdod. ' ' 

Dasghara ... By liis influence prevented non-co-operation 

from getting a foothold in his union and 
assisted the police administration. 

Amnan ... Has rendered satisfactory service and con- 

structed a local road. 

Dwarhatta-flopinathpur Orgatnse<l a villt^ge defence ]>tirty and 

assisted the police in a gang case. 

Singur ..• Organiser of the Ai>purbapur (\>-o|)erative 

Credit Bank. Has shown public spirit 
and zeal in the work of liis union. 
Chanditala ... Has done earnest and efficient work as pre- 

sident of the union board. 

Kumarganj Has done excellent work and also helped 

the police in a murder case. 

Paili Riwer EmiNmkments. 

16. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay on 
the table a list of the maiizns including the respective areas formerly 
pndectfd by the Peali ‘River Emltankments Nos. 82, 83 and 84 of 
Schedule “ D ” to the Bengal Act VI of 1873? 

{h\ Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state when and 
utider what circumstances the aforesaid embankments were aUndoned 
by the Government, and how and by whom the lands forming the side 
of the said embankment are now being used? 
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(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
area formerly protected by each of the said embankmenU required any 
further protective embankment after and since the said abandonment? 

(d) If so, what steps, if any, were taken in the matter? 

(e) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to slate whether the 
slaices in those “ D ” Schedule embankments are maintained by the 
Govemiqent? If not, why not? 

Ttet Hon’blo tha MAHARAilADHIftA<IA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: ^a) The list of mausas and areas formerly protected by 
abandoned D Schedule Embtinkinents Nos, 82, 88 and 84 are jfiven 
below : — • 

Villa^^es protected: Ondoloy, Sitakund, (’hak Padijala, Katala, 
Ramnaffar, Padijala, Mnlikpur, Sherpur, Surjipur, Purum- 
tampiir, Bhatjmra, Raghunandpur, and Nachiuigacha. 

Aren protected by the abandoned “ D " Schedule' Embankments 
Nos. 88 and 84 abandoned is about 12 square miles. 

Villages protected : Kuinarkhnli, Kaiatala. Ramchandrapur, Taher- 
[mr, Mogra. flowallMTia. Srikist(magur, Deramganj, Tloghol- 
dohori, Dhainkola, Utter Arsinagai, Nawagram, and 
Bairdhora. 

Area protected by abandoned 1) ” Schedule Embankment No. 82 is 
about 8 square miles. 

ih) The Schedule “ I) Embankments Nos. 82, 88 and 84 were 
abandoned under notification dated 18tb February, 1917, after construe, 
tion of the Forward Penli Right Embankment and the P<Mili sluice in 
connection with the Magrnbat TFrainage Scheme. The lands pertain- 
ing to the embankment have reverted to the owners. 

(c) After constniction of the Peali Right Embankment and of the 
Peali sluice no further protection is necessary. 

(d) No further steps are necessary. 

(c) There are two .sluices in the abandoned f>ortions of the embank- 
ment, namely, Madanpur and Vemgachi sluice. They are not main* 
tained as they are not needed after construction of the new Madanptir- 
Veragaebi sluice in 1920. 

Water tevoity af 1922. 

17. BMmi BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURl! h) Will ^ 
the Hon^ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal »Self- 
Oovemment be pleased to state whether he is aware of the general 
drying up of wells, tanks, and other sources of water-supply resulting 
from the recent drought in the Dacca division ? 
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(b) If 80, what special action, if any, has been taken by the Gov- 

ernment or the district boards concerned for the removal of the scarcity 
of water in the Dacca division ? * ^ 

(c) Will the lion’ hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
fttatemoiit showiriff the numWr of wells, tanks, and other sources of 
water-supply durin^^ the recent drought, that were constructed by — 

(?) district boards, 

(ii) local iKmrds, and 
(??i*) union boards, 

in tile Dacca division? * 

(d) In how many of these wells, etc., has there been «a sufficient 
supply of water? 

(e) W^hat, if any, provision is there for the regular insiH^ctioii ot 
these wells, etc. ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE; (rt) The Minister in charge understands that the 
water-HUi)])Iy was seriously affected by the drought except in the 
Bakargunj district. 

( b) and (c) 'rhe Minister in charge* juojKises to hold a conference 
in the cold weather to consider the tpiestion of water-supply in Bengal 
generally, 'rhe a(‘tion taken hy the district boards is shown in the 
statement attached. 

id) In Dai'ca and Faridpur there was an adisiuate suj>pl\ itt all ti e 
new tanks and wells; in Mymeiisingh, about 40 jH*r cent, of the wells 
dried up; in Bakargunj, all the district board tanks had a sufficient 
supply. 

(r) Tin* District Engineer's .staff and Local Board Sub-overseer.s 
ins|)ect these soun’cs of HU]>plv; in Dacca, the Local Board rhairraan 
and Vice-(’hainnan are also reported to make such inspt'ction, 

« 

StaUment referred to in the reply to claH<te (r) of unstarred question 
No, 17, showing the number of wells, tanks and other sources of 
water-supply during the remit drought that ivere constructed by 
district hoards, lo<'al hoards and union boards in the Dacca 
division. 


THoe* nivislou. 

i 

0) nutrurt 

i 

(H> Loral Boftrd*. 

(M) Union BooH*. 

* 

l)«CCII ... 

[ 

* Nil, «« llif l>i«tricl 

Four tanks and 

54 Several of th«ni 


iKiard ^Tftiit for wntt^r* 


ftave sunk wetia 


•upjdy is dintrilMited 


! or re-oxcavmted 


AiDongfit locftl beardii. 

1 

j 


1 tanks. DeUiU 

I not raceirtid. 
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nfMotu 


(I) DMitoi Boudk 


(till LimmI Gk»r4». 


(^il) Union Bmink. 


lijrA^aiiittgh I Finii»l>ed tb« ooustruc- | Jtmalpur (H<iHtnietc<i 12 
I tioii of 22 nmnonry ! ring KUh .n* 

I wello. 2 ring Ho]i<4 «n<i I g«nj tiank 1 nia«.Mir)‘ 
1 1 well only. { well anU 1 ring well. 

! Sixt\*five wt'IU nnd H | Nt‘tr*»kona 15 ring 

tonkM linvf, l»'*wevtT, | welln, Tangaii 2 » nng 

$ in progr^ Miiue j welia nnd h tikid 

I the li rough l j well*, hile tin* Sadiir 

< I local hoard repairtMl 

I j 9 maaonry wcIIh, re- 

I i cx'nvated 2 niftNoury 

f j wclla ami aank 10 

j ring wolla. 


There i« no 
hoanl. 


uuioi 


Faiidpur 


Bakargonj 


Two tanka ami 11 Two tatika and IB ring ! One rmg well ct>in- 
niaaonry wolia wen* ! wel'.a were completed | pletad hut t)i(^ 

coinpleU'd and I Unk ! and 3 tanka and C I ihformotiou ha« 

and 16 iiiHM(»nr) wella l luaaoctry widla were ** not h<rn fnrid»|jod 

were don*’ in pari.! done in part Fourteen j in reapeet of 

Three old iank« and 2 1 Unk* and 4 ring well* j onion h -ani* 

roaaonry 'aelln wtre 1 uere repaired, 

repaire<l. One reiii j 

for<'eiJ concrete well , 
wua alao eunk. j 

(j'tJNtniiied 4 nell«and Do in*l ileal with wntii' j Ufiion lt<iar»l nyatenj 
283 reaerve tanka ^ supply. i has not \tfl Ihhoi 

Three of the wel'a are ; | uitfO<loe. d 

out of tjse. i j 


Increase of murder cases in Burdwan. 

18. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: With rcfm‘iu'0 to the 
meijt laid on the table in n’ply to unstarred tjueNlion No. -‘IS ])ut by me 
on the 2 ttrd August, 1 ( 12 * 2 . will the llon’hle the Mernlwr in ehmge of the 
Poliw DefwHnieTit 1 h» pleased t(» state wdiether any steps liave Imm'U 
taken, or are to lx* taken, to arrest the iiuTease in the Tjuml»er of rases 
»f murder in the district of Ihirdwan? 

The HofPble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Deter •tiofj and punishment 
are the only possible deterrents in cases of murder, and every effort is 
made to secure this. 

• 

Say and traveling aiiowanoeB dranm by the edaeaUenal bapeoUng . 
(taSot Pebna. 

IS. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Hiniflter 
in charge of the Departoieot of Education be ideaoed to lay on the 
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table a statement showing the amounts drawn as travelling and halt- 
ing allowances by the Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
and the InspeciUng Pandits in the district of Pabna from the year 1918-19 
to 1922-23 (up to July, 1922), noting the annual salary of each such 
oflBcerP 

, TlM HOfi’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 
There was no Inspecting Pandit in the Pabna district during the 
period under consideration. 

Statement referred to in the reply to umUirred question *No. 19, showing 
the amount drawn by the educational inspecting staff of Pabna 
from 1918 up to July, 1922, 


PABNA DISTRICT. 

Up to 3l8t July, 1922. 

Tnyelllag and 
hailing 
allowaooa. 

Tot*] coat on 
accoant of 
salary for Srs 

mooths for 
each post. 

Deputy Inspectois. 

Bdbii Dwijfltidra Natli Neogi, District Inspector of 
Schools, Pabna 

Rs. 

21 

A. 

8 

Ks. 

250 

Matilvi Mubammad Timur, District Ina|>ectQr of 
8cbO(dH, Pabna, from 28th April to .$lst July, J922 

332 

2® 

1,000 

Maulvi Daliluddin Ahmed, Subdi visional Inspector of 
Schools, Pabna ... • ... 

360 

0 

917 

Babu Birendra Lai Oangiili, Subdivisioual Inspector of 
Bcbcols, b^rajgaiij 

150 

3 

1,050 

Sub Inspectors. 




Sadar Circle. 




Maulvi Moiauddin Ahmed, Sub- Inspector of Schools, 

Pabna ... ^ ... ... ... 

86 

4 

700 

Dulai Circle. 




Maulvi Khorshed Ahmed, Sub.In8[>eotor of Schools, 
Dulai Circle 

19 

14 

526 

Sirajganj Circle. 




Syed Abdus Sattar, Sub- Inspector of Schools, 
8irajg»nj 

28 

3 

700 


* Ullapara Circle, 

M»u)vi ReaKuddin Bhuya, Sub-1 utpeotor of Scboola, 

Ullapara ... ... ... ... 18 14 426 


* Inohidlait 

Ttw allovmnco billi of iho Sub-Iatpoetoni of Schooli to thii DivWM hove bora boU np to thb 

oae««ia«« april. Im pcndiikff Um fla«l <tooMoo by ib« tSfoctor of PobUo iMiraeltoa* Btiuril. of %ho toototoa 
wboilMr Ihor ohoold b« oiiowod to dmw tniToiiiog oliowoaet Ba4or erdiaorjr rvlio or » Aaod SmOj wXlowumm m 
•M bjr ilM aoooiint««t.a«ti«ral. itoogoi. 
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Si 

BNA DKSTRICT-cwiM. 

1921-22. 

TviMlttaf and 

Toul«Mt«a 

•eooaai 


IwUtfBC 

MUarf per 


aUowiBM 

MMUI fw 

DfPL*T\ iMPfOTOW. 

Ra. 

Moh poea. 

Ri. 

Bfaulvi MuitKinmad Nabi Bakth, lK«trict Deputy {»»- 
peotor of Si'hoole, Pabna, from lit April, 1921, to 
27th SeplPinlter, 1921 

332 

1,089 

Babu Dwijendrn Nath Ne«ijfi, Diatrict Inaptrtor of 
Buhooia, l*tti>na. friun 28th St‘ptt*rnl»«*r. 1921, to 5th 
Octotier, l9;i^, and again from 3rd January, 1922, to 
Slit March, 1922, at Ha. 250 a iiiontit ... 

90 

549 

Matilvt Dalflluddiii Ahmed, Officiating Diatrict Inapcctor 
of Schoola, Pabna, from 26th OctoWr, 1921, to 2iid 
January, 1922, at Ra. 210 a nionch 

169 

474 

Sirajganj Subdiviiion. 

Babu Jojneiwar Chakravarty, SuUitviaiunal Inapector 



of SchooU, Sirnjgauj, from lat April, 1921, to l7th 
July, 1921, at Ra. 2 10 a month 

286 

745 

Maulvi AfUlHiddiM Almied, SulKlivisional Inafiector of 
Schooln, ^'irajganj, from 18(li July, 1921, to Slat 
Octolicr, 1921. and again from 7th Noveinln’r, 1921, 
to 3rd December, 1921 

369 

1,W)0 

Babu Kahirode Churidra Sen Gupta, Officiating 8uh. 
diviaioiial IiiaiK-ctor of Si hoola, Sirajganj, from 4th 
DeceinlKir, 1921, to 2ud January, 1922, at Ui. 100 
a month ... ... ... 

83 

97 

8uB-lNBP»rroRS, 

Saiiar CircU. 

Maulvi Maizutldin Ahmed, Snh- Inapector of Schooln, 
Pabna from lat April, 1921, to 6th July, 1921, and 
again from 7th ^pteml>er, 1921, to Slit March, 
1922 

151 

1,440 

Dulat Circ/i. 

Maulvi Khorihed Ahmed, Sub-Iuapoctor of Schooli, 
Dulai Circle 

869 

1,080 

Sirajganj Cirelt, 

Babu SulxKih Chandra Sen, Officiating 8nb-Inapec!or 
of Schoola, Sirajganj from lit April, 1921, to 19th 
April, 1921, at Ri. 50 a month 

24 

82 

Babo Ke*lar Nath Sarkar, Sub-lnipector of Schoob, 

, Siraj;*auj Circle, from 2f>th April, 1921, to 29th June, 

1921 

SO 

140 

Maulvi ZahooroddiD Ahmed, Officiating 8ob-Inipector 
of Seboob, Birajganj Circle, from iTtb Anguat, 1921, 
to 7th March, 1922, at Ra. 50 a month 

117 

475 

8yed Abdna Setter, Sub-Inapector of Schoob, Sirajganj 
Ctreb, from 8th March, 1922, to Slat March, 1922, at 
Be. 140 a month 


108 



00 
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PABNA UISTRICT-ctfuid. 


• fSOiH ITuir. 


Totolooston 

Travalliaf and ftocoani tt 

iMKiiig salary (Mr 

•llowaooa. UBaiB for 

eaob poat 


Bob I N8PEOTOB8 — cmdd. 



Rh. 

Ra. 

tJllupara Cirde. 



Manlvi Zainal Abedin, Sub-Inspector of B(diool», Ulla- 
para Circle, from Ist April, 1921, to 2n(j Jauuary, 
1922, at 105 a morilli ... 

a 

2G7 « 

870 

Manlvi Keazuddiii Hbuya, Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
Ullapara Circle, from 3rd January, 1922, to Slst 
March, 1922, at Us. 85 a inuntb 

110 

170 

Shahtadpur Circle. 



Manlvi Zainal Aliedin, Sub-Inspector of Schools, Shah- 
zadpur Circle 

269 

760 

1920-21. 



Depcty Inspectors. 



Manlvi Mnhamniud Nahi Baksh, District Deputy In- 
8j>ector of Schools, Pahrin ... 

730 

1,682 

Mauivi Aftal'uddin Ahmed, Deputy Inspector of 
S<’hoolrt, SIrajgaiij, from 1st April, 1920, to l8ih 
8<*ptemlK'r, 1920 

361 

1,200 

Dabu Jogeiidra Nath Jha, Officiating Deputy Inspi^ctor 
of Schools, Sirajganj, from 28th Septoinher 1020, to 
11th March, 1921, af^Rs. 100 a month 

285 

646 

Hahu Jojnenwur Clmkravurty, Officiating l>»j)iity In- 
spector of Schools, Sirajganj, from l2th March, 1921, 
to 31st March, 1921, at lU. 150 a month 


97 


Sob -Inspectors. 
Sadar CirtU. 


Msiilvi Alud All Officiatin); Sub-Inspector of 

Schools, Pabna, from !ft April to 30tli June, 1920, at 
Ka. 50 a month 

Bahu Naiula Dulal Saha, Sul>'Iiiapootoi‘ of Schools, 
Faboa, from 1st July to lOlh August, 1920, at t.s. 100 
a mouth 

Maulv-i Maisuddin Ahmed, Sub-Ina})e€tor of Schools, 
Pabna, from 19tb October, 1920, to 31st 5(aroh 1021 


31 

IS 


168 

1S2 


87 


442 
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PAB.V.\ DlSTBICT-cd«lrf. 
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T»MonilMi 



TravtUluf tad 
iwiUim 

•eoautti •( 
K«laft fwr 
«anuw far 

Sr D- 1 .NSPECTt)IW~*fOAif W. 

Rh. 

Ra. 

thtiai (''irtle. 



Mauivi Khoraeti Aiitued, Suh-IiiHpeotor of Si'lmoia, 
from Nt April tu 15tl» OeoeiuUrr, 192^, 
and aKiiiiii froxi l6(!i Fol>ruAry to 3iat Mart'll, 1921 

180 

750 

Mauivi Rnfi/.uddin Alimvd, OOiciating 8(ib-ItiH|KK'tor of 
ScliooU, DuUi Circle, from l6tl» IK.H'emlior, 1920, ro 
15th ^liruary, 1921, at Ra. 50 a mufUh 

r* 

103 

^irniganj Ctrcie 



Bahu Ki'ilur Vuth Sarkar, 8iil>*InK|Hvtar of ScIiooIn, 
8iraji;arij. from l«t April to 25tii Juiio, 1920 

150 

260 

Babu Soliodli I'luindra Bow;, Olfi 'ialiog Sul* loapoctor 
of >cbo<)l«, Sirajgarij, from 6th .July 19*20, to 31at 
March, 1921, at Rh. 50 a mouth 

ini 

392 

Shahxadjimr (Urrlr 



Mauivi Bclaluddiu Ahmed. Kiih luMpeclor of 8ctio<da, 
Sliahj’.ailpur Circle, from Ui April to 30th Jimc, 1920 

90 

240 

Manivi ZiUiial .Vheiliu, Huh-Iunfx'Ctor of ScIiooIm, Shah* 
zadpur. from lOlh Juuuary to Sint Marth, 1921, at 
H*. .50 a month 

34 

71 


(llajKira Cirr*/«. 

Mikulyi Zainrtl Sulj'luH|H*i‘tor of UHn- 

p*ra ... ... ... ... 2iM) 900 


1919-20. 

DkIMTTV fN8f'»10BS. 


Mauivi Mahainmad Nal*i Baki;h, Diatriet I)opuly Iii- 
apector (*f SclmoU, I’ahna ... 

Mauivi Aftahuddia Ahmed, Deputy luapoctor of 

KHO 

1,358 

Hctioola, Hirajgaiij 

748 

900 

8PB-lNflPECT0B8. 



Sadar CireU. 



Habu Nanda,Dulal Saht, Sub-Iri«pect*flr of Schoola, 
Pabua, from lit April, 1919, to 29tli February, 1020 
llattlvi Mohammad Aba<i All Kban, (KBciatiug 8ob. 

876 

1,033 

Inspector of Schoola, from 29tb February to Slat 
llBreh, 1920, «t Ra. 5t) a moath 
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QUESTIONS. 

PABNA DICTBICT— eon/d. 


TnveOltig •; 
haJtlug 

ftltoWMO*. 

8 1 ; B-IHSPECTOB8— eojicW. 

Rb 

Dulai Circle. 

Miulvi nu«iru()din A limed, Officiating SiiUnapector 
of SchoolM, Dniai Circle, from lat to 3rd April, 1919, 
at R*). 50 a month ... ... ... ... * 

Maulvi Khorahod Alimod, Sub lnapector of Schoola, 

Dulai Circle, from 26th April, I9l9, to -Jlat March 

1920 ... ... ... ... 286 


Sirajganj Cifde. 

Bahu Kedar Nath Sarkar, Sub-Inapector of ScHooIh, 

Sirajganj ... ... ... ... 344 

f 

Shahiodpur Circle. 

Maulyi Helaluddin Ahmed, Sub-Inapcctor of Sthools, 
BhahKAdpnr. from l«t April to 22nd Julj, 1919, and 
again from 8th September, I9l9, to Slat Marcli, 1920 211 

Manivi Taainiddiii Ahmed, officiating S^uh-Inapeclor of 
ScIiooIh, Shah/.adpur Circle, from 26th July to 7th 
SepU'iniier, 1919, at Ra. 60 a month ... ... 12 


Ullapara Circle. 

Mauivi Zainal Al>edin, Sub-Ioapector of Schoola, 

Ullapara Circle ^ ... ... ... 203 


1918-19. 

Deputy Inbpectobb. 

Mauivi Muhammad Nahi Bakah, Diatriot Deputy In. 

.spector of Schoola, Pabna ... ... 745 


^ ' Sirajganj Suhdivieion. 

Babu Chuni Lai Rondu, Officiating Deputy Inapector 
of Schorda, Sirajganj, from lat April to 22nd April, 

1918 at Ra. 60 a month ... ... ... 32 

Mauivi Aftabuddin Ahmed, Deputy Inapector of 
Schoola, Sirajganj, from 23rd April, !9l8, to Slat 
March, I9l9 ... .. ... ... 660 


f20TH Nov. 

Toikleoatoe 
account (tf 
aalatriMr 
aoDOta for 
each poaU 

Ra. 

60 

a 

734 

720 

578 

71 

800 

1,200 

44 


900 



QUESTIONS. 

PABSA DISTRICT— cowJd. 
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1 rkt«iiilfit mi 4 MomiBt of 

luUUBC Ml»rnp«r 

kilewMwa. Bitaam f«r 

'jmok poMt. 


SUB*Ijl8PiCT01l8. 


• 


Ks. 

Ra. 

Sokdar CircU, 



Babu Nanda DoUl Saha, Sub Inap^tor of Schools, 
F'abna Sadt^, from 1st April, 1318, to Slat March, 
1919 

209 

900 

DuUu Circle. 



Maulvi KliorHhed Ahmed, Sub-IiHp<>ctor of SohooU, 
Dulai Circle, from Ut April, 191M, to t5th Juo«, 19|8 

no 

210 

Maulvi Heazuddin Hhuya, Stib'liiafH^ctor of 

Schools, Dulai Circle, f om lOth June, 1318, to 8lh 
February, 1913, at Hm, 5U a mouth 

260 f 

351 

Maulvi Basiruddin Ahmetl, Officiating 8uh*|ii«pfctor 
of Schools. Dulai Circle, from 9th Fehiuary, 1919, to 
3lst .March, 1919, at Us. 50 a mouth ... ... 

Nil. 

32 

Sirajgjnj Circle. 



Babu Kedar Nath Sarkar, Officiating Sub liispMJtor of 
Schwds, Sirajganj from Ist April, l9!8. to 3 1st 
March, 1919, at Ka. 50 a month 

303 

600 

Shaheadyur Circle. 



Babu Sureiidra Nath Das, Officiating Suh-Incpoctor of 
Schools, Shahaadpur, from lat April, 1918, to I6th 
May, 1918, at Us, 5U a month 

10 

126 

Maulvi Syed Akl»ar Ali, Suh-Inspoctor ot Schools, 
Shahaadpur, from l7ih May, 1918, to 16th February, 
1919 

240 

460 

Maulvi Belaluddin Ahraod, Sun-Inspector of Schools, 
Sbtbaadpur, from 25th February, 1919, to Slat 
March, 1919, at Rs. 60 a month 

Nil 

26 


Ullapara CireU. 

Mtttivi MubainniftHI Z*ax%%\ Abedio, Sub-Iuupector of 
8cbO(4s, Ullftpara, from lat April, 1918, to Slat llftrcb, 
1919 


160 


7f0 



64 ■ aHESTloM ' (SOthKov. 

Waiting rooms for femalos at stations on the 8ara-Sira{gan} 
railway line. 

20. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway Branch) 
be plea?ted to state whether he is aware that there is inconvenience felt by 
the public owing to there l)eing no waiting room for females at any 
of the stations on the Sara-Sirujganj railway line? 

(/j) Will the Ilon’hle the Minister Ik* pleased to state the names of 
the stations on the said railway lino which are not proWded with wait- 
ing. rooms for females? 

(c) Are the (jovernment considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry* into the matter and of asking the authorities of the said 
railway line to take early steiw to construct waiting rooms for females 
at the stations where there are none at present? 


Mr. C. G. DEY: (n) The nllegtul inconvenience has not come to 
the noti<‘e (»f (lovernment. 

(b) It has Wn ascertained from the Eastern Bengal Railway 
administration that the following st4itions have not been provided with 
waiting rooms for ladies: — 


(1) Mooladali. 

(2) Dhanbila. 

(li) Oooakhoru. 

(4) Saratnagar, 

(5) Diljwshar. 

(fi) Eahiri Mohanpur. 
(7) Mahishakhola. 


(8) Salop. 

(Jt) Jamtoil. 

(10) Kalia TTarijMir. 

(11) Sirajganj Main. 
(12) Sirajganj Hazai . 
(10) Siraigmiij (^ourt. 
(14) Sirajganj Ghat. 


There are waiting rooms for ladies at Chatmohai*, Bhangoora and 
TTlla|Kirti stutioiKs. Estimates nrc under pre})aratit)n tor ]m)viding 
W’uiting r(K>ms for ladies at Gooakhora and damtoil stations. 


(r) Government do not proix)He to institute any inquiry, but the 
attention of the RnilvTuy authorities will be drawn to the subject matter 
of (lie question. 


feoaUKire for service of prooesses of Civil Courts in Chittagoiig 
Divtsioit. 

21. SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

MemlK^T in charge of the Judicial Department he pleaeed to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount realiied and the amount 
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IM^tually 8j)eiit annually, for the last five years, in the districts of the 
(Siittagong Division, to meet the expenses of l)oat-hire, for st*rvict> of 
p^ooeases of the Civil Courts? 

( 5 ) Will the Hon’ble the Mernlier be pleased to state whether any 
boat is used for service of pnx'esses within the luunicijuvl an*a of the 
headquarters of the subdivisions of the districts in the said division? 

(c) If not, will the lloii’ble the Member be* pleased to state why 
boat-hii'e realizations are made in regard to the service i»f pnxesst's in 
the municipal area refened to in (/>) H 


The Honfble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (n) A stalemont is laid on the 
Library table. 

(b) Yes; boats are .sometimes u.sed for the service of processc'S in 
gome jmrts of the iiiiiiiiciiml area of the Bruhmanbaria and ('liandpur 
8 ub<livisions of the Tipjvra district. 

(c) The question d(K‘s not arise. 


Health of residonts in Rabna district 

22. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {o) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Ib'inirtmeiit of Local SelMiovernmeiit W 
pleased to state how many |H*rson 8 died of — 

(i) cholera, 

(if) malaria, 

(ill) influenza, and 
(iv) small-pox, 

in the di.strict of I'abna during the last three years? 

(b) Have any anti-malarial opcrutioiis Wn comim need in the I’abna 
district? 

(r) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble the Minister 
b© ideased to state the nature of these <»i)eratioiis and the results achieved 
80 far? 

(d) If the answer to (b) above is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
tlKi Minister be pleased to state th<‘ reasons for not commencing these 
operations ? 

(e) la the Ifcn'ble the Minister aware that Pabna is one of the most 
malana-infected districU in the Province? 

{/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister proposing to take early stejw to 
CCStBieiice anti-malarial oiierations in the district of Pabna.*' 
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{g) I0 it a fact that the population of the Pabna district haa decreased 
durinfif the last census ? 

{h) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble the Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement under the following heads 

(i) total population of (he district and in the Sadar and Sc'rajganj 
subdivisions, respectively, and also in the police-stations in 
the district ; and 

(it) number of males and females, respectively, and birth and death 
rates in the years 1911 and 1921 ? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The required statistics are supplied as far 
as available in bhe subjoined statement : — 

(i) Cholera: 1919-4,370; 1920—1,893; 1921—4,410. 

(tV) Malaria: 1919 — Not avalaible; 1920 — Not available; 1921 — 
35,861. 

(m) Influenza: 1919 — Not available; 1920 — -Not available; 1921 — 
72, 

(iv) SmalI-i)ox: 1919—2,602; 1920—881; 1921-44. 

In the absence of separate statistics for malaria and influenza for the 
years 1919 and 1920, the rejwrted numbers of i^eople who died of fever 
and res}>iratory diseases are given to 8U}>plpment the statement above : — 

Fever: 1919—42,196; 1920—36,887. 

Respiratory Diseases: 1919 — 191; 1920 — 198. 

(h) No. 

(c) The (luestion does not arise. 

(d) and (/) The jvhole subject will l>e examined systematically by 
the new Malaria Branch which is under formation. Action will be 
taken on receipt of its proposals. 

(e) Among the eight districla of Northern Bengal (Rajahahi, 
Dinajpur, Jalimiguri, Thirjeeling, Rangpur, Bogra, Pabna, Malda), 
Pabna ranks fourth in respect of relative intensity of prevalence of 
malaria. It stands thirteenth in the whole Presidency of twenty-six 
districts. 

(g) According to the last census, the population of the Pabna 
district has decreased during the last decennium from 1,428,586 to 
1.389,494, 

(h) The required statistics are given below: — 

( 1 ) Total population of whole district — 1.389,494. 

Total population of Sadar subdivision— ^56,884. 



QUESTIONS. 


€7 


1922 .] 


Total population of Sirajganj iubdiriuon — 832,660. 
Total population of police-stations — 1,344,633. 


(w) (a) Male population of district: 1911 — 723i,591; 1921v— 
706,702. 

(6) Female population of district: 1911 — 704,995; 1921 — “ 

682,792. 

(c) Bhrth rate of district: 1911 — 33*2; 1921 — 24*5. 

(J) Death rate of district: 1911 — 24*7; 1921 — 30*8. 


KtlMitr in Pabmu 

23. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (d) Will the Hon hlo the 

Minister in charge of the Department of I^m-uI Si*lf-(loverumenl lx* 
pleased state whether it is a fact that many rases of kala>a£ar have 
occurred in the Pahna district during tlie last 3 years? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be fdeased to state— 

(i) the number of kala-awir cases that occurred within the limits 
of Pabna and Sirajganj muriici|Milities and Sivilar and Sirnj- 
ganj local boards, respectively, during the years 1919, 1920, 
1921 and 1922 (till 30th June) ; and 

(tt) the statistics of mortality in each of these years within those 
localities P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate action to investigate the cause of the jn-pvalence of kala-aw 
in the district of Pabna and adopt effective steps to check its further 
spread in the district? 


Mr. i. W. GOODE: (a) There is no accurate information regarding 
kala-axar in the I’abna district. Cases have been admitted for treat- 
ment at certain dispensaries, but the number is very small. 

(b) (i) This information is not available. 

(ii) Statistics of mortality in Pabna and Sirajganj towns and sub- 
divisions are attached. 

• 

(r) The kala-aaar inquiry now proceeding will be extended to 
Pabna district in due course. Twelve out of 26 districts have already 
been surveyed. 
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Statement re/erted to in the reply to unstarred question No. 23 (8) (»»), 
showing the statistics of mortality in Pabna and Sirajganj towns. 



Pftboa 

town. 

SirAjgani 

town. 

8«dar Bub* 
diTlaioo. 

Blrmjfaiii 

BabdlvMmi. 


r 

1919 

13 

46 j 

1,974 

2,337 



1920 

22 

17 

989 

865 

Cholera ... 


1921 

13 

61 

r,02l 

3,316 



1922 

1 

4 

nil 

133 



1919 

15 

19 

1,367 

1,201 



1920 

9 

41 

499 

332 

Siuall-pox 

" 1 

1921 

... 

1 

17 

26 



.1922 

... 

3 

2 

3 



'1919 

125 

199 

18,679 

23,193 



1920 

134 

805 

17,186 

18,762 

Fever ... 


1921 

145 

538 

17,413 

17,867 



.1922 

59 

IIB 

6,1 ‘9 

6,853 



■1919 

189 

114 

987 

1,099 



1920 

87 

212 

1,186 

1,241 

All other cauHes 


1921 

101 

291 

j 923 

996 



1 

11922 

25 

58 

1 682 

1 

844 


« 

I 1919 

342 

378 

1 23,007 

27,830 



1 1920 

252 

1,075 

1 19,860 

21,200 

Total Mortality 


< 

1921 

259 

891 

1 19,374 

22,204 



1 

L1922 

85 

183 

! 6,994 

7,835 


tTOTB.-For TMUr im, tb« aUtlfUot »re gimi gp to SOih JoM. 


Rapraentation of poUoo^ions on dlOtriol 

24, SHAH SYECr EMDADUL HAQ; (a) I» the Hon^ble the Miniii* 
ter in charge of the Departineut of I^ocal Self-OoTernment aware that 
many elected members of the local hoards returned from many poliee- 
atations find it impossible to get elected to the district boards and henee 
their constituencies are unrepresented on those boards? 
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^ ; (6) Are tlie GaTernjnenl considering the desirability of introducing 
IIm system prevailing in (he Legislatures whereby a person cannot lie 
a member of two Legislatures at the same iimeF 

(c) What other steps are the (iovemment taking to secure the due 
representation of police-stations on district boards P 


Mr.i, W. GOODE: (a) Yes. 

(b) (iovemment will consider the question of modifying the present 
system of indirect election from the local board to the district InMird 
in amending the. Local Self-Government Act. 

(c) The ordinary unit for local boards is the subdivision and Gov- 
ernment are*not pre|)ared to adopt the police-stuLiou us the local boaid 
unit. 


AiMtsiofi of vititort to Om aittineo of loonl Imiliit. 

25. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: {a) Will the iloM'ble the 
Minister in clmige of the l)e|>nrlinent of the l/ocnl Self-Governmont be 
pleaw‘d to state whether visitors are allowe<l to attend the sittings of 
the union, IcMal and district lH>ard8 and the nninici|>al cominisHioners? 

(//) Is there any objection to allowing visitors to attend the meei- 
ing.s of the hxal bcnlies refernnl to in (a) nlK»ve? If so, will the 
Hon’Me the Minister be pleased to state the authority or authorities 
under which such attendance can l)e objected to? 

(c) If the answer to (a) above, is in the negative, will the TTon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are (‘onsider- 
ing tlie desinibility of issuing earlv instructions to all the l(H'al bcKlies 
in the Presidency directing them to issue admission tickets to the 
visitors to the sitting*"* of the local Isxlies on the same lines ns in the 
case of the visib>rs to the sittings of the Bengal Tiegislative Touncil? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking all 
the statutory local bodies in the Presidency to get their pnK#H»dings 
published ns in the rase of the Bengal Tx»gislntive Touncil? 

Mr. i. W. GOODE: (n) Government Have no information on the 
•ubject. 

(h) There is no definite nile of business barring the public from 
attending meetings of the local bodies referred to alK>ve, The pro- 
perty of these local bodies being vested in the members of different 
boards for the time being, is under their control, and if they consider 
that the public business may suffer by admitting the public to the office 
in which they sil, thev are clearly entitled to exclude the public under 
thfir statutory authority. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

No. 
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Establishmont of a sulKiivision in Pabiio dMriot with lwaili|iiiiieri 

at Bora. 

26. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her ill charj^e of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(?) wlielher it is in the contemplation of the Government to 
cHtabliKh a subdivision in the Pabua district; and 
(it) whether it is a fact that Bora police-station is lieing selected 
as the head(|uarters of the said sulwlivision ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson); (?) and (??) The creation of a new sub- 
division in Pabna district with headijuarters at Bera was recom- 
mended by the District Administration Committee. The proi)osal was 
examined and in 1918 public opinion w’as invited both on the necessity 
tor a new subdivision and the location of its headquarters; but in view 
of the conflicting opinioTis received and the paucity of funds available 
for such projecds, Government decided to defer a decision. It is not 
proposed to re-ojHUi the (juestion at present. 


Mwrtber of Bengal Legislative Council as a member or president 
of any. union board. 

27. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charfife of the Dtqmrtment of Local Self-Goveniment be pleased 
to state— 

(?) whether there is any member of the Bengal Legislative Coun- 
eil who is also a meinlHU* or the president of any union 
board ? * 

(ii) If so, will he please jrive their names? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE, ^r) nnJl (if) Shah Syed Emdadul Haq is the 
only mernWr of the I legislative Council who is a member of a union 
board. He is also the president of that board. 


Students admitted into the Medioal Schools and Colleges in Bengal. 

28. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Belf-Oovernment be 
pleased to state— 

(i) How many students are admitted yearly into the Medical 
Schools and Colleges in Bengal P 
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[ii) How many applied for admisAiou in them and how many were 
admitted or refuaed in each of the Schools and Colleges in 
1921? 

(m) How many inhabitants of the Chittagong Division are prtxie- 
cutiiig their studies in them, and how many of them were 
admitted during the j^eriod 1920 — 22? 

(h) Are the (Government considering the desirability of establish- 
ing a Medical School at ('hittagongP 

Mr.8. W. GOODE: {n) O) The nunib«*r of students admitted into the 
Mnlical Sefusds and Colleges is as follows: — (Vnnd)ell Medical Sclund.* 
1920-21—127; lf)21-22— 102; 1922.2a~20«. Dacca Medical Sc bend : 
1920-21— b‘t;t; 1921-22-149: 1922-2;t~ DIH. Uonaldshay McMlical 

School, Rurdwan: 1920-21~-Nil ; 192!-22~-A;t ; 1922-2:t~-7i . (’ahutta 
Medical College: 1920-21™-IT0; 1921-22 -171;' 1922-2:1 -HK). 

Carmichatd College: 1920-21- 100; 1921-22—1^1; l{122.2;t— 1 10. 

(if) Caniphell Mc'dic'al Schewd : NtniilwT of applicants — 1,2H0; 
Numl)er admitted -102. Dacca Mc*dical Schend : NurnlnT of applicaTits - 
558; NuiuIht admitted- 149. Roiialdshay Medical Schend : Numls'r of 
apjdicant.s- 415 ; NumlM*r admiftcsl- -58 (’alcuttu Medic’til jlVdlege: 
Number of applicants- - 950 ; Numbe^r admitted — 171 (exi’ludirig 25 
students selected b\ the (Jovenimeiit of Rihar and Drissa. Assam and 
Burma and 4 female' students). 

(in) ('anipbell Mc-dical Schend : NuiuImt studying — 17; Nuinlier 
admitted- 9 (under the nc'W rules inhabitants of Dacca and Chittagong 
aie not admitted from 1922). Dacca Medic'al Sc hesd : NumlsT study- 
ing — 108; NuiiiImt admittc*d 70. Ronuldshav Medical Schesd (Burd- 
♦ wan): Numlier studying — Nil; Nunilier admitted -Nil. Calcutta Medi- 
cal College: Numlier .studying — 19: Number admitted — 18. (hirmichael 
Medical (Vdlege: Numla'r .studying — 17; NumlsT admitted — 18. 

(5) The Minister in c'harge of the Medical Dc'fiartment has recog- 
nised the de.sirability of this pro|Kwnl, but the state of the provincial 
finances renders it imix>ssible at present to prex-eed with the scheme. 
The local officers have lieeii asked to work out a detailed scheme. 

tabu ANNAOA CHARAN DUTTA: Is the Hon'hle the Minister 
aSrailb that HJp Excellencv, during his recent jtour at Chittagong 
and especially at Rajshohi, stated that Government would take the 
Chittagong medical school question first? 

# 

Mr. t. W. COODE: I must ask for a notice of this question. 

6a 
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Bibu AMNADA CHARAN DUTTA: In view of the small num- 
ber of Hudents from the Chifingong Division, will the Government 
take steps to keep o])en the Campbell Medical School for them and to 
allow the admission of a certain number of students from the Chittagong 
Division both in the Dacca and in the Calcutta medical schools? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I must ask for a noti<^ of this question 
also. 


Old YMpers in oomieotion with Muhammadan Marriage and 
Divoroet Registration. 

29. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the Minis* 
ter in charge of the I>*partment of Education be pleas(‘d to lay copies 
of the following on the table : — 

(f) the report made by the District and Sessions Judge of Bakar- 
ganj about the imjmrtance of Mu ham mad an Marriages and 
Divorces Itegistration in 1903; 

(ft) the re[)ort of Major Kennedy, Ins|)ector-General of llegistro- 
tion, made on the occasion of the allegation against the 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrar in the Faridpur district 
in 1900; 

(lit) the remark on behalf of the Government passc*d in 1907 on the 
occasion, in agreement with the opinion of the said l!i8j>ec- 
tor-Genend ; 

(fr) tile report of the Commissioner of the Dacca Division in 1872 

in accordance with the order of the Bengal Government in * 
1871; 

(c) the resolution of the Government of the 17th September, 1880, 
with the re|>ort of Nawab Abdul Latif on the 8th May, 1880; 

(ri) the resolution of the Goveniment on the 25th July, 1882; 

(rif) the report of the Committee in accordance with the said reso- 
' Jution; and 

(rfii) the application of the Marriage Registrar of Narayanganj in 
1889 with the recommendation of Mr. Holm WoikIP * ♦ 


Tht Hofl’blu Mr. P. C« MITTER: (i) to (ir) Government are not 
prepanMl to lay this official corre.spondence on the table. ^ 

(r) to (tni) One copy of each of these is laid on the Library table. 
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(ifiti) Government are not prepared to lay (his ofiit'ial eorrespond- 
enoe on the table. 


CaioiftU Police Rtte Committee Report. 

30. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: >Will the llon ble 
the Member in oharjfe of the Police ]>eiiiirtinent Ih> pleuse<l to state 
whether Government have come to any decision as to what action 
should be taken on the rejxjrt of the Police Rate Committee P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Government have not 
yet come to a de(‘i8ion in regard to the r»*port of the Calcutta Police 
Rate Committee. 


Namesudra students in sohools in Faridpur. 

31. Bebu BHISHMADEV DAS: Will the Hoirble the Minister 
in charge of the Dejnirtnieni of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the Tiunil>er of Middle English, Up|H*r Priniar>'^ and Lower 
Primary SchooL iii the <listri<‘t of Earidpur; 

(u) the total nuinlK*r of Nannusudra students in the district, and 
the nmnU*r of such stmlerits iu ea<di of those schools; 

(m) which of these Mch(K)ls are niattaged mainly hy the Namasudrns, 
with or without giants-iu-aid fmni the Goveniment and the 
District Board ; and 

(*r) the amount of monthly grants rec<‘ived by eachP 

The HofPMe Mr. P. C. MITTERs (i) to (tv) A statement is laid 
QB the table. 


SlaUmint referred to in the reply to umtarred questimi No. Si, ehowhtg 
the particulare of the echoofn attended hy Namamdra pupili in the 
district of FaHdpur. 



Bojr*. 

Olrta. 

(i) Niimher of Middle English Schools 

71 

2 

Number of Upper Prirosr) Schools 

77 

2 

Number of Lower Primary Schools , 

... 1,430 

807 
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Bo]r«. 

OlrJt. 

(»») The total number of Namaaudra students in 
the diatrict 

9,888 

2,u62« 11,940 • 

Nurnljor of such students in each of these 
scnools — 



Middle English Schools ... 

821 


Upper Primary Schools 

291 


Lower Primary Schools ... 

10,870 



11,4P2 



(lit) Sclioolri managed tnuiuiy Uy lltc NainaundraH witli or without graut-iu*aid 
from the Governineut and the Dintrict Board — 


Aid^d Middle Englieh Schools. 


(1) {’hnr Naairpnr. 

(2) Nilertek. 

(3) (joalgram. 

(4) Kalinagorc. 


(5) Char Mariair. 

(6) ICiachintapur. 

(7) SHt[)ar. 

(H) Goinda. 


Unatded Middle English Schools 

(1) Narail. (4) BoUali. 

(2) Ghonapara. (5) Kiimaria, 

(3) Rahuthar. 

(Upper Primary and Lower Primary ScliooL are nhown (separately, vtdc pp. 37-46.) 
(ie) Amount of monthly grant received hy eaci) — 

Middle English Schools. 

(1) Char Nartirpur 

(2) Nilertek , 

(3) Goalgram 

(4) Kalinagore 
(6) Char Manair 

(6) NiHcliintapnr 

(7) Satpar 

(8) GohaU 

(Upper Prtmary and Lower Primary Selmola are shown aeparately, vide pp. 75<84 )l 

•Kxdodlag Uie of high stage, special achools, and private inatUutions who aw thia 
claasifled*- ^ 


Riga stage 

... lift 

Special aohoola 

41 

Privata iosUtatirma 

96 

Tout 

... 461 

G rand Total 

... 11,940 




Uh. 

60 per munaein from Government. 

CtJ 


30 

26 

M 

30 

20 

45 


Diatrict Board. 

Government. 
Diatrict Board. 
»( 

Government. 
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Airticulars of Upper Primary arid Lower Primary Schools attended bp 
S^attiattidra ptipih. 


1 

im) BriMob nuuiMrfd iMlnh by th« 
HauMedrM with or wUbooi 
Crttol-luHitd. 

( Ciaai or wfaoob. 

1 

(re) AwoQAtel 
mooiaijr rraai 
MiSViTtd by Mkoa. 


Aidifd Upper Primarjf Schoolt. 


j Uk. 

A. r. 

1 

Cliar Jhiiwkand* 

Tpfwr Primary 

u 

0 0 

2 

Qournadi ... 

Ditto 

3 

4 0 

S 

Bahit^ram ... 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

4 

Dhongi KAndi 

Ditto 

6 

0 0 

5 

Baiuandt 

Ditto 

8 

8 0 

6 

Sadhukhali ... ... 

Ditto 

B 

8 0 

7 

Mahaniadpiir 

Ditto 

10 

0 0 

8 

Deoj^ain ... ... ... | 

Ditto 

C^ 

0 0 

9 

Huulli Digliaiia ... ... 1 

Hoard Ptumari/ Sf'hoole for Boyt* 

Ditto 

.3 

0 0 

1 

flajt^urij iUt ... ... ' 

B(»ard l.owor Primary 

H 

0 0 

2 

Alitibad ... ... ... j 

Ditto 

H 

0 u 

3 

Hisht'rliai; ... ... 

Ditto .. 1 

8 

0 0 

4 

Bagliadia ... ... ... | 

Ditto 

S 

0 0 

5 

Dharondra ... ... ... j 

Ditto 

11 

0 0 

6 

Uashuria ... ... ... ^ 

♦ i 

Ditto 

11 

0 0 

7 

Potia ... ... ... 1 

Ditto 

1.3 

0 0 

8 

JattKaUa 

Ditto ' 

14 

0 0 

9 

Poranpur ... ... ... j 

Ditto ... ' 

11 

0 0 

10 

Tilchhora ... . ... i 

i 

Ditto 

11 

0 0 

11 

( 

Saflidao^^a ... ... ... t 

Ditto ... ; 

8 

0 0 

* 12 

Betburi 

IHtlo 

8 

0 0 

13 

Falat ^ ... 

Ditto . . J 

8 

0 0 

14 

Siii|^ AndbarkuU ... ... t 

Ditto 

n 

0 0 

13 

f 

Ram CbaDdrapur 

r>ilto 

8 

0 0 
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QUESTIONS, 


[20th Nov. 


8«rl«l 

ffo. 

1 (610 Eoltoolii mAiiafPBi] nmiiilr bjr fcb« 

NanUMUdrM with or wiihoot 
frniut-iir>«|d. 

(Am of 

«*) Anauatof 
BOQthljr irrMt 
raMved b] «Mb. 


Aided Lower Primary Schoole 
for boy$. 


Ra. A. P. 

1 

Cltarniadhahia 

Lower Primarj 

2 8 0 

2 

Koiilipara ... 

Ditto 

2 6 0 

3 

Tarapur 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

4 

Sliyanipnrlek 

Ditto 

• 2 8 0 

6 

Amirabad ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

0 

KhaMCbar Narikelbari ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

7 

iialtar Char ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

8 

Char Mathabhanga ... 

Ditto 

2 8 ,0 

9 

Ohfir Jhaw Kanda 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

10 

Char Iliahiiupur ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

11 

Kapalidangi ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

12 

C'lar Ajodya 

! ■ Ditto 

2 8 0 

13 

Dauka 8udordungi ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

14 

Niachidtapur 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

16 

Indulmti ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

16 

Acliarpara ... 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

17 

Dwahaaar ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

18 

Bhaiinabaria ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

19 

Uoptar>(ati ... 

Ihtto 

2 0 0 

20 

Baahudevpur 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

21 

Bania Chak ... 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

22 1 

Buaaur 

Ditto 

1 6 0 

23 1 

Ufahatali ... 

Ditto 

10 0* 

, 24 1 

Barni ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

25 I 

Majhigati weal 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

26 , 

faterpar North 

Ditto 

1 8 0 



QUESTIONS. 


n 


inM 

Iw. 

(Utt Scbook Mlalf by Um 

Maak«ndm wit^ or vttbool 
ffruiHiHili* 

(Mtmptaehocm. 

(m) awMiat of 
mUMthif f Mtti 

1 by «*eb. 




Ra 

a. r. 

«7 

Jbtorpar South 

Lower Pritiiarjr 

I 

8 0 

28 

KaklADfra .*• 

Ditto 

1 

U 0 

29 

Ghecbut 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

SO 

Goalgram South 

Ditto 

1 

0 0 

81 

Boroihhita ... ••• ... 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

^2 

Khagardanga 

Ditto 

1 

0 0 

33 

KaHgrainhat 

Ditto 

' 1 

8 0 

34 

Kunardilm ... 

Ditto 

2 

0 0 

35 

Kazipara ... ... 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

36 

Kalinagrtr ... 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

37 

Majhi^^ati ... 

Ditto 

1 

0 0 

38 

Char Samuil ... 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

3if 

1 ('bar Gazaria 

1 Ditto 

2 

8 0 

40 

KriHltnana^ar Muiulahkundi 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

4t 

Handerkhola 

! Ditto 

2 

H 0 

42 

Natapara ... 

Wlto 

H 

0 0 

48 

Orakandi ... ... 

Ditto 

10 

0 0 

44 

Arkaudi 

Ditto 

7 

0 0 

46 

Jikabari 

Ditto 

2 

6 0 

46 

Ramdia 

Ditto 

4 

8 0 

47 

Purba Narail 

Ditto 

4 

0 0 

46 

Saltarkul ... ... 

Ditto 

• 2 

0 0 

49 

Purba Dewaaar 

Ditto 

4 

0 0 

iO 

Diial^ratia ... 

Ditto 

4 

0 0 

51 

Dighargali 

Ditto 

4 

8 0 

52 

Dbopara ... ... 

Ditto 

2 

0 0 

68 

HiMikaiidi 

Ditto ... i 

. [ 

2 

8 0 
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QUESTIONS. 


[20th Nov, 


Mo. 

1 (iK) Hfilovik niftosged BMifily bj Um 

NiitttiUttdr«l «Uh or witltoot 
Rnint-iu<«kL 

CllUR of ocbooJo. 

(<r) A moant of 
mnntbl) fT.Mii; 
reodToJ by «acb. 

- 




! 

i 

R«. A. P. 

54 

Taltola 

... 

j Lower Primary 

2 0 0 

65 

Haipara 


1 

1 Ditto ‘ ... 

1 

4 0 0 

60 

Cliapkharida 

... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

57 

Mura 


Ditto 

4 8 0 

68 

lia(irl<Hii(ji ... 

... 

Ditto 

o 

o 

59 

Kor.li 


Ditto 

2 8 3 

60 

Cliarkalkiiii 


Ditto 

9 0 0 

61 

Nulm^rarn ... ... 

... 

lOtto 

2 8 0 

02 

W('Ht Jftzira 


lOrto 

2 0 0 

03 

IlHffinara 


Ditto 

2 0 0 

04 

SatHlIuir 


Ditto 

2 0 0 

05 

StMkar 


Ditto 

0 0 0 

no 

Kusintola 


Ditto 

6 1) 0 

07 

Mrt<lliva iiatnjaiipnr 

... 

Ditto 

n 1) 0 

08 

(Oiiir Sirkaiidi 


Ditto 

5 0 f) 

Oil 

Char Fnta Bultadar 


Ditto 

10 0 0 

70 

Ktiaetnagar BiHgliari 

... 

Ditto 

6 0 0 

71 

Jorgaoii 

.. 

Ditto 

5 0 0 

72 

Uiiurki Kaiidi 


Ditto 

4 0 0 

73 

Char Cha^'hnr Moudal Kandi 


Ditto 

2 8 0 

74 

Silerr.har 

... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

75 

Clwnraahi ... 


Ditto 

9 0 0 

76 

Kull>ttri ... u. 


Ditto 

2 4 0 

77 

Kadatnhari 


Ditto ^ 

7 4 b 

78 

1 

BarakhoU ... 


Ditto 

8 0 0 

79 1 

t 

Bontgrain ... 


Ditto 

2 8 0 

80 Pnkniia 

1 

i 


IHtto 

. 

8 0 0 


T 


Q0ESTI0N8. 


1^.] 


T9 


muA 

11^ 

<M4) acbook awn«f«l m«4«)T bjr Umi 
N amMudnu vtth or wttbout 
fniai'Ui-OMl. 

OUai of iclMwIft. 

1 

(ir) AtacwiuT of 
iwmtatx grant 

81 

Char SariaUbad ... 

Lower Primary 

Ba. A. r. 

2 0 0 

82 

Ctiouribari ... 

Ditb* 

7 0 0 

83 

Mabiahtaari ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

84 

UlUlMiri ... 

IHtto 

2 0 0 

85 

• 

Ghonarpara 

Ditto 

1 H 0* 

86 

OirianaL'ar 

Ditto 

t 8 0 

87 

Char Maiiikdaha 

Ditto 

I 8 0 

88 

Kararptti ... 

Hill" 

1 0 0 

89 

llaridnapiir ... 

Ihtto 

2 8 0 

90 

KuHiitirchar 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

91 

(Oiar Baahunia 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

9:> 

Cliingair 

Ibtto 

2 0 0 

93 

Bajunirt 

thtto 

1 8 0 

94 

1 North t.a^lMiiiaihpur 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

95 

1 Gtiadoiia 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

' 

96 j Mitrttdanffar 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

97. 

Joaria ... ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

98 

Banya^>ari ... ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

99 

ChhoU [)oniraaar 

Ditto 

1 0 l» 

100 

Moliakatidi 

IHtto 

3 U 0 

101 

Raotkhaioar 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

102 

Raat Nizra ... 

iHtlo 

1 8 0 

108 

Narikelbari ... 

IHtto 

1 H 0 

*104 

AndliarkoU ... 

Ditto 

ns- 

o 

o 

106 

Iclibhita «... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

106 

KalibbtU ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 


Tb* wtaUIjr frM» r mi m* m rtMwa 9M«imdm Vmrtm gmUL 
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QUESTIONS. 


[20th Nov. 


S«rUl 

Uo. 

(Ml ) acboolo mftDHfml BMioi^ bj the 
NooMiudrmf wltii or 
front-lanUd. 

riMi of aefaooto. 

(t0) AnonDfcot 
(Doatblf «ra«t 
reodrad by «Ma. 

107 

Kost Hatpar ... 

Lower Primary ... 

B>. A. r. 

2 0 0 

lOB 

South Satpar 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

109 

West Satpar ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

no 

Jbutaruandra 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

111 

Patikelbari ... .«• 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

112 

Gandiaaur ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

113 

Krishnapura ,.« 

Ditto ... 

1 8 0 

114 

Klialiagur ... ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

115 

Mahlmrer Char 

Ditto 

2.0 0 

116 

Kandapara .. ... ••• 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

117 

Old Tarahuiiia ... 

Ditto 

3 8 0 

1 

Lnaided Lower Primary SchooU 
for Boy$, 

SarHukaiidi ... ... ... 

Lowrr Primary 


2 

Dorudiu 

Ditto 

1 

3 

Uuutipara ... ... 

' Ditto 


4 

llorina 

Ditto 


6 

Betgram ... ... ... | 

Ditto 


6 

Mukundipatti ... ... 

Ditto 


1 

JangaJ 

Ditto 


8 

KaJagachhi ... 

Ditto 


9 

Piialipara ... 

Ditto 


10 

SUidhlajuri ... 

Ditto 

...... 

11 

Bhadulia ... ... ... 

Ditto 


12 

j Haridaapur ... 

Ditto 


13 

Haturia ... 

1 

Ditto 


14 

SuUlia 

Ditto 



\ 




QUISSTlOlfS. 


81 



«M) Schaok .maMM muklntj bjr tb« 

N*inMii4r»* with or «rltlK>at 
griDt'iO'oy. 

CkoMofaelMola 

(It) aOMMl «t 
mMUUr gta«t 

by «»oa. 

16 

Sadiiahftti ... 

Low«r Primary 

Ra. A. f. 

16 

Outjuga 

Ditto ... 


17 

SUbiiangfl ... 

Ditto 


18 

North Cikar Airkaiidi 

Ditto 


19 

Jazira* 

Ditto 



20 

Badurpur ... 

Ditto 


21 

Char Khoajpur ... 

Ditto 



22 

DalcHliin Rhalia 

Ditto 


2a 

Hoanainpur ... 

Ditto 



24 

South Kagliunathpur 

Ditto 


25 

Kandi 

Ditto 



26 

Hast Kotaiia 

Ditto 

...... 

27 

1 Madarhuri ... 

Ditto ... 1 


28 

i 

‘ Wcat Karpara ... ... 

1 

Ditto 

i 

29 

j Gopalpur 

Ditto 

1 

1 

30 

1 Uopinathpur Mandal 

Ditto 


31 

1 Latcnga Hindu 

Ditto 


32 

1 Hizall>ari 

IHtto 

..... 

33 

1 Kalahari 

Ditto ... 


34 

1 

j Palatooa ... •*. 

Ditto 


36 

j 

Raat Bhuterhart 

Ditto 


36 

Joperarkandt 

Ditto 


87' 

c 

1 

1 

Ditto 


• 

1 

1 

AiHid Lmeer Primary Schools for 
GirU. 

Kilertek •• 

l/ower Primary 

2 0 0 

f 

Charmanair ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 
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QUESTIONS. 


[20th Sot. 


8»r(al 

Mo. 

(Ut) Bcbooh mtoMi'd tMiaiy bjr the 
NaoMeadrM with or vitboat 
irritnt-lft-eid. 

OlMofiohoola 

(<f) ilvoiuilof 
moothly fraal 
reoelred b; amib. 






Ra. A. r. 

' 3 

Char Mathabhanga 

... 

Lower Primary 

... 

1 0 0 

4 

Uauka 8ardarddan;;i 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

6 

Char Natokliola 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

0 

Khaacliar Narlkell>ari 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 8 0 

7 

NtHehintapur 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

8 

Jali{iar South 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

9 

HadliiiWtali ... 


Ditto 


1 0 0 

10 

Orakaiidi 


DitU) 


7 0 (1 

11 

Hethuri 


Ditto 


2 0 0 

12 

Uaitidia 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

13 

Dhirail 

... 

Ditto 


1 0 0 

14 

Haridaspur ... 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

15 

Hhadulia ... 


Ditto 

... 

3 0 0 

16 

Jutkiira 


Ditto 


I 

4 0 0 

17 

Padiiiahila ... 


Ditto 


2 0 0 

18 

Naraii West 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

19 

D<‘>wanar Purba 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

20 

Kuiiiaria ... * ... 

... 

Ditto 


2 8 0 

21 

Sutalia 


Ditto 


4 0 0 

22 

Mora 

... 

DittQ 


1 0 0 

23 

Kadatnbari ... 


Ditto 


3 0 0 

24 

Borashi 

... 

Ditto 


1 0 0 

25 

Haridaapur ... ... 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

26 

Khagail 


Ditto 

... 

1 8 0 

27 

Mollakaodi ... 

... 

Ditto 


2 8 0 

28 

Rat Khamar 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

29 

Kriahuapura 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 


QUESTIOBS. 
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k ' " 

lit* 

(M) Srhoote iiMiMJtKHa Wkintr bjr Um * j 

N«iB**u4nM wUh or vUhoat 1 

Kr«oH>«'«i4> 1 

CImi of aelMOlk 

(t9) AwHini «l 
OMMitait f mat 
iwairtNif b|' «ac)i. 

90 

i 

1 

QaixiingAr ... 

Lower Primary 

lv». A. p. 

1 0 0 

91 

i*atk«^lUri ... ... ... 

DilUi 

2 0 0 

32 

Huai Satpar... 

Ditto 

I 0 0 

33 

Weal Satpar 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

34 

S^nitii 4>at[>ar 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

35 

Bara Dumarpar 

Ditto 

\ 0 0 

36 

Char Madhyapiir 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

37 

Aiiaina 

Ditto 

1 0 0 


BagartiLlapur Cliak 

Ditto 

1 II (1 

39 

Kaat Matidara 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

40 

(tirianagar ... ... 

Ditto 

1 1) 0 


VnnlfUd Loirer Prtmarp SVAwm/* i 

/or Girl* 1 

Itanhiiria 

1 i 

l.owor Primary 

! 

2 

1 iJerina 

Ditto 

\ 

\ 

i 

3 

1 

; Suaaur 

Ditto 

i 

1 

4 

; ilaturia ... ... 

f 

Ditto 


6 

j 

! Dari Padmabila ... ... 

Ditto 

i 

6 

j Shaflidaiiga 

Ditto 

1 

i 

! 

7 

Nijuitiikafidi 

Ditto 

1 

i 

8 

Taitoia 

Ditto 

! 

9 

Siabhanga ... ... 

Di Uo 

1 

10 

Saatkar 

Ditto 

( 

1 

• U 

1 Dagiuara 

Ditto 


12 

North Char Airaaudi ... ... ; 

Ditto 


18 

1 * 

SUachar Maiidai ... .*» 

Ditto 


u 

Cbooraabi ... 

Ditto 



i 


S4 QUESTIONS. [20tb Not* 


Strittl 

MOr 

(M) Behaok mtinly by Um 

NftiDModrM with or wltbout 
front 

OlMs ol aehaob. 

(f*) ijosoaiil af 
moiObljr fTM* 
reoalTod bj tjob. 

1 

' 16 

Boulgram ... 

Lower Primary 

Rft. A. r. 

16 

Fulbari 

Ditto 


17 

Tburiiamaiidra ••• 

Ditto 


18 

Narikelbari ... 

Ditto 


19 

Baaharia ... ... ... j 

Ditto 


20 

Dnlgram ... ... ... I 

1 

Ditto 



21 

1 

Paiaair ... ... ... \ 

Ditto 


22 

Haipaaha ... ... ... ^ 

Ditto 


23 

Chhota DomeaNhpiir 

Ditto 



Subortfintte Eduoationol Sarvioe. 

32. Rti PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charj^e of the I)e|mrtment of Education be pleased to state 
the number hf repmsentations, memorials, etc., submitted by the follow- 
injf clasHes of officers to the Director of Public Instruction and the 
Hon’ble the Minister ref^arding the recent reorganization : — 

(i) Lecturers and Demonstrators; 

(u) Aasistant Headmasters, etc. ; 

(til) Subdivisional Inspectors, etc.; 

(ir) English TeachWs, etc.; 

(v) Sub-Inspectors; 

(vi) Teachers of the Dacca Scjiool of Engineering; 

(vii) Senior Classical Teachers, etc. ; 

(imV) Junior CIas.sical Teachers, etc. ; 

(t>) Vernacular Masters of Middle English, Quru-training . and 
' ^ Circle Schools ; 

(j) Drill Masters ; and 
(ri) Drawing Masters P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
of representations, memorials, etc., received by him on the subject of 
the recent reorganization on or before the 11th June, 1922? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many ci 
the applications mentioned in (u) and (6) have been oonsideied and 
disposed of? 


QUESTIONS. as 

Tkt HM%to Mr. p. c. MiTTIRi (a) (5) The following table 

■hows the number of memorialB received from different claMee of officer* 
«nce tto iMue of Beaolution No. 464-Edn., dated the 8rd March. 1922, 
regarding the reorganuation of the Subordinate Educational Service — 


I ■ I 

! Rtmlrvd bf I R#«wlv«d 

(M)' floTarBoi *w** 
w brlciry th« bwtwwaii jfth 

nth JuM. j Juite. IW. ana 

»»». ( iiM Jnir. lan. 


Dtraetof of 
iNibllc JiMtrt»r« 

V«tl ttp M lta4 

inly. )»n. 


(i) Lecturers an<] DenituistrutorH 
(ii) Asiustniit IfradniastorH, etc. 
(ill) SutxiiviMiorial Irisjwctorg, <*tc. 


(ie) BngiiHii ToaolierM, 


141 


lyo 


(p) Sub-InH|H*ct<ir« ... ... | 26 

(r<) Teachers of liic Dacca School of ‘ 

Engioeenujif. j 

I 

(rii) Senior Classical Tca< liers, clc. ... * 2 

(riii) Junior CluHsical TcacherH, etc, ... 3 ^ 

j 

(i>) VarnHculnr Ma^ters of Middle 1 

Etigliah, (iiiru- tramin^ and 
C'iicle Scljotds. J 


! 43 

j 

1 ’ y 

1 ^ 61 

I 23 

9 j fit; 


(0 Drill ... ... 1 

(xi) Drawing Maaterti ... ... 1 


(r) It is not proiamed to recoii.sider tin* gtoieral f>r<lt*r« alremly iHaueti 
in resj)ect of the reorganization of the Suhonlinatti Edueational Sitvkh*, 
but individuaJ ciwes will always }>« eoriMidered and uji till now revined 
[)rders have l>een is.sued in re.sjiect of IT) offieera hy the ]>in*<‘tor of 
Public Instruction. 


Clirti-trainiiig sohooli aiid oott of inspeolion of eduostional 
institutiom. 

•as. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the MininUir 
B charge of the Deiwrtment of Education he plcaaed to lay on the 
able a statemeai for the financial year 1921-22 ahowing 

(») the number of guru-training achoola in Bengal ; 

(it) the number of gurua who received training; 

(m> the number of gurus who comideted their training; 



S€ QUESTIONS. [20th No% 

(iv) the cost incurred in maintaining the guru-training institutiona 

exclusive of stipends paid to the gurus; 

(v) the total amount paid to the gurus by way of stipends; 

(vi) the cost of insfx?ction, if any, of the guru-training schools; 

, (vii) the cost of insjxiction in connection with primary education; 

(vni) the c^ost of insiHiction in connection with secondary education 
and 

(tx) the cost of inHjKMition in connection with higher education? 

The Hon'bie Mr. P. C. MITTER; (,) t« (vni) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(ir) No cost is iiicuiTcrl by Oovenimciit, colleges being insjiected by 
tbe Insitec.tor of Colleges who is an officer under the University. The 
Director of Public Instruction, in the course of his tours visite and 
inspects colleges but this does not involve any extra cost. 


Stalemenl rfferred to in the reply to nmtarred yuedion Xo. SS. 


Division. 


1 



► e 

£ 2 
a « 
O c 

® 5 

IS 

84 

C 


« -£2 sJ! 


IP 

Issi 



4 ft 



6 


0 

sj 

ii 

H 


U 

• w> 

Z >> 

s t 

m 

ll 

ll 

II 

-i 

■S5 

55 

c 3 j 

c * 

a 

pi 

7* 1 

8 

! * 


I’rwddoitoy DItWou ... 

! ad 

i 

Burdwtn 


Dmch „ 

IS 

OhttUfonR M 

\ 

! * 

lUiahahl 

; la 

ToUl 

j IM 




i . 

lU 

lU. 

ftds 

WO 1 

j 31,H40 : 

««.033 

1.13.884 

t?i 

' 300 ! 

i 1 

^ 31,310 

48.3H8 

1.84,008 

40ft 

374 1 

13.007 ' 

ftl.lftl 

1 

1 1.84.818 

1»9 

IftS i 

11,370 ' 

33.301 j 

01,801 

401 

S«4 ’ 

lo.sfti : 

47.W1 ! 

1.00.314 

I.9P0 

1,48ft 

1.17.787 

1.38,788 [ 

•.fl.4M 


' Rs. 

I 1.0»,17» 

> hi.tM 

! 

I <«.M 0 

i 

ir.64i 

I 

I i*ro.4tt 


• Tht nMrtof iwi^Oon of Qnru'trmoJDir oehool* It tnolndod In Um i . 

primary fdooaUoo. Rcp«niV> flforM »r« not aTiUlnhlo, ^ Rwpiotloo la t 

t Two abollfthod with offml from Itih Jnaaary, IMJ, 



P22.J 


QUESTIONS. 


AfitMiialarial wdtmm. 


HI 


84. Mr. AilOY CHUNDER OUTT: (a) Will tbe Ilon bla Uia 
Minister in charge of the l>e|>artiiient of I^hjU Stdf-Ooverument ba 
pleased to state — 

(i) what anti-malarial schemes will Ik* given effiH't to in the course 
of the current year ; 

(ti) what amount it is |)ro|H)vHetl to sjK»ntl in connection with these 
schemes ; and 

(Hi) whether Government projKwe to raise a loan iji connection with 
the said scheme'^? If so, \o what extent y 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (?) 'Die Nawi-Sunthi, Anil Hhcel, Jabuna 
(Section II) and Anita schemes ha\e U'cn ('(intinii<*tl in the current 
year. 

(if) The following e\iM*nditun* has so fat U'en incurred in cx.>nnec- 
tion with these* schemes, cir. : - 

Nawi-Sunthi Hs, d.dT.Sof, 

And Bhoel — Hs. 2.2d.!Ho. 

Jabuna — Us. 1 ,H1 .d.'dh 

Am til — Hs, !w,ob,SbT. 

The estimates fur the totiil schenu* in each case are as follows: — 

i-Suiithi— Hs 1 ‘J.7 1 (The jxntion of this sclnnm* alteady 

execnt<‘d is (oni[»lele in itself and it is m>t proposed to pro- 
ceed with (In* lemaining pait of the ongiiiul scln'nn*.) 

Arul Bheel — Hs. 

Jabuna — Hs. IvJM.lot). 

Amtiv—Hs. 13,10,858. 

(Hi) It is intended that these schemes .should be financed fnmi Ioann 
taken by the district Isrards ( fonc-iin'd, who will in tln*ir turn recover 
from the jxMsons l>em*fited in accordance with the provisions of tbo 
Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary ImprovenientH Act VI of 1920. 
Government art* at prt‘S4*nt in ct»mmunication with the district iKKirtla 
concerned regarding the financing of the ulKive Hchemes. 


Hufiger-ftrike in Barital diil. 

85. BMmi rNDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the T)e|x»rtment of Itevenue (Jails) 1 h* pleased to 
state how many cases of hunger-strike have occurred among the prisoners 
of the Barisal Jail ? * 
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(6) Ha* there been any inquiry regarding the cause* of these hunger 
» fitrikes ? If so, by whom ? 

(c) Will tile Hon^ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table i 
copy of the report of such inquiry ? 

(f/) (i) Who are the non-offioial visitors of the Barisal Jail? 

(ti) Has any of tliem written any note about the causes, duratioi 
and effect of the Imn^^^er-strikes? 

(e) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the tabU 
a copy of their rejiortP 

(/) Are the Government conHidcring the de.*irability of appointing 
a non-official committee to in(|uire into the treatment raeteii out to th< 
poJitical prisoners in the Barisal Jail? 

(g) Will the Ilori’We the Member be idcnsed to state wbat action. 
1 any has Wn taken on the resolution adopted by this Council with 
regard to the treatment of political prisoners? 


is (a) and (b) The member 

8 n feired to the answer given to iiiistaned question No. 180, put by 

AugustTo^^'"'*^' subject at tlie meeting on the 30th 

(c) and (c) Such rejxirts by official and non-official visitors are not 

ordinarily intended for publication and Gov.-rnment do not pro^e L 
lay copies on the table. propose to 

(d) (0 MaiUvi Syed Mahomed Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Himayptuddin Ahmad and Balm Benoy Bliiishan Gupta. 

noti."^ in a joint inspection 

(/) No. 

(g) The menilx.r is referred to the answer to starred question No L 

•Wy .Si:'" ■' » 


Damage to rioiHirop in tho 24.ParganaB by Hoods. 

88. Bobu AMULYA DHONE ADOY: tt». .u .. . 

f I* Department o{ *^^nuo 

(Land llevemie) been drawn to the damage caused to the rice-crop SJ 

K»yy tS“p’' ” •'"> V «- 

(h) If «o, will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased -*-♦ -i. . 

to. to, t,to to ib, ..li., to 



•S^-J 

m HMifft uw 
BURDWAN: (a) Ym. 

Bme to buildings. 

(6) No relief is needed. 


QtESTIONg. 




BAHARAdAOHIRAJA BAHAOVR aT 

Some damage was caused to Uw rioe-cfop but 


R**^***’’* Ravenua History of tha SundsilNMS. 

87. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
the answer to my unslarr^l question .\o. 14S asked at the meeting of 
the Council on the L'Stli August. 1!)22, will the llon'hle the Memlier 
m charge oT the lV|)artmcnt of Hcvenue (Land Itevenuc) Iw pleased 
to state whether Government are eonsidering the .lesirahilily of 
reprinting even a limited numlHT of copies of PargiterV lU-venue 
HiRtory of the SunderhaiKsP 


The Hon'Ue the MAHARAJADHIRAJA 
BURDWANs The un.sw'er is in the negative. 


BAHADUR 


Hours of attendance of Sub-Registrars. 

88. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: („) Will the llon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the l)e|K,itment of Kdu.ation la. pleased to state 
whether the Siileltegistrar.s have fixed hours for altending their ofii<«s 
every dayP 

(/>) If HO, wliat Ikhu h luisc ho fixed P 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. c. MITTER: („) and (/,) The .dlice hours of 
a Suh-Itegislrar are from 11 to 5 r.M „n all working days. 


Munahi Mahafezuddin Ahmed of Piroipur. 

88. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: («) With reference to the answer 
given to clau.se (h) of the unstarred question No. ITS put by Mauivi 
^haruddin Ahmed on the (ith July. 1921, will the Hon’ble the Memlier 
in c^rge of the Judicial Deixirtment lie pleased to state the source at 
hi information about the dismissal of Munshi Mahafesuddin Ahmed 
friMn KanungoshipP 

(6) Is it a fact that the officer reporting the matter did not inquire 
rfthe mnkhtear concerned nor was he given any opportunity to eitidain 
on the matter? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the mukhtear is a nominated member of almost 
all the local bodies and institutions in the subdivision? 

(d) Is it a fact that the answer that he was dismissed is incorrect? 

(e) Is the llon’ble the Member aware that services of Kanungoes in 
Bakarganj and Faridpur ranges were from year to year on a temporary 
'system ? 

(/) Is it a fact that ho was discharged as his services were no 
longer required? 

{y) Is it a fact tliat the then District Magistrate, Mr. J. it. Black- 
w(kk1, on a nquesentation from the mukhtear in connection with the 
nominal ion of members for the local girls’ school, inquired into the 
matter and in his letter No. 4'IGOJ of JlOth September, 1918, informed 
the mukhtear tlmt his services were disjieiised with? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; {u) The information was 
obtain(*fl from the local officers. 

(//) Yes. 

{(') The mukhtear is a nominaitsl memlH'r of the local board and 
of the municipality at Pirojpur. 1T(‘ is also a imuiiber of the Firojpur 
Girls’ School. 

{d) 4’Iu‘re is no reason for thinking that tin* information supplied 
by tin* I()('al officers was incorrect: The i«ij>t*rH are not traceable now. 

(f) The services of settlement Kanungoes are teyqKmirv but they 
were not em]>l(iyed from year to year. 

(!) Vide answer to {d). 

ig) The pafH'i's have betm destroyiHl. 


New brieve over the Hooghly. 

40. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 

TTon’ide the Memi>er in charge of the Marine I)<*|>artment be pleased 
tt) state whether the location of the projKjsed i>ernianent bridge on the 
rivur Ifooghly has lK*en definitely settled and its design approved? 

(h) If the answer t4» {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble the 
Member be ])leased to state the estimate of cost and the amount ot 
contribution the Government propose to grant from the public revenues 
of the country? 


The Hoffble Mr. 4 . DONALD: (a) No. 

(h) This quet tion does not arise. 



QUESTIONS. 

North Bengal Boodi and railwi^ embankfiieiits. 


n 




41. Babu 8URENORA NARAYAN 8INHA: {a) Will the Hou ble 

the Member iu charge of tlic l)ei>artnieiit of Revenue Revenue) 

be pleased to slate whether llie (tovernment have lUMH^tuincHi the 
number of huinun live.** that havt*, so fur, Ihhmi Itsst as the rt»sult of the 
North Bengal AikhIs which have devastated Hogra, Uajshuhi and jairta 
of Dinajpur and Pabna? 

(6) Are the (loverninent in communication with the Railway 
Board with a view to inviting their imnuHliate attention to the ravages 
done by the floods in thi' Rajshahi l)ivi^ion and es|v«M ially to the views of 
Dr. Bentley* Sanitary (’omniissioner (»f Bengal, to the effect that the 
R4rilway embankments were a contributory cause to the disaster? 

(r) Are the (ioverninent considering the desirability, in <Hdlal>ora- 
tion with the Railway Boanl, of a(h»i»ting measures to 'minimise the 
possibility of the recnnb'scence of such seriems AockIs eitlnw by insert- 
ing new ty|s»s of culverts in the railway embanknnriis as suggested by 
Dr. Bentley or by other exjsr’t device's as may be decideil UfM>n ? 

The Hofi'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (<i) The numlH'r of lives ascewtnined to have been lost 
in the district of Bogra is ami in that of Rajshahi dd. No lives wert> 
lost in Pabna and Dinajpur. 

( //) and ('<■) The meinlMT is !ebri<*d to the replies to c lauses fc*^ and 
(iJ) of a starrc'd cpiestion on the subject pul at this meeting by Babu 
Fnnindralal I)c^ 


Unien benches and oourU in TIppera. 

42. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicrnl IVjiailment Ik* pleased tc> lay on the table a 
ataiement showing — 

(*) the numl>er of suits in each union fK»nch and court in each 
.subdivision of the Tipjeera distric t still established and the 
numfK*r that falls under the section of eognizable offences; 

^ (ii) the nuinlK*r of sessions hedd by each of the union IjencheH and 
courts in each subdivision ; 

(in) the suyi of money realized in the union benches of each sub- 
division as fines and com jK»n sat ions; and 

(tv) the number of money suits in the union courts of each 
subdivision and the total valuation of those money suits? 
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Tl» Hon’Mt Sir ABD>UR>RAHIM: (i) to (iv) A statement is laid 

on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 4Z. 
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Provision of an overbridge at Ishurdi Railway station. 

43. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) h tL< lion'ble the 
Minister in cluirjfe of tlio IK* pa i tine it i of I'ultlu', VVOrks (Kuilway 
Branch) aware of the inconvenience catisetl owing’ to the fact that there 
is no ovei bridge at the ishuid] station on the Easteni ifengal liailway 
for going to and from the Inizarh 

^(h) Are the (iovernnient considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the railway authorities to this niatt<*r? 

Mr. G. C. DEY: (a) No. 

(6) The attention of the railway authorities will he drawn to tho 
outter. 


n 


QUESTIONS. 

Munsifi ehaukit*” 


[20rH Nj^f^ 


44. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Member 

in duirge of the Judicial Dejiartment be pleased to state the total number 
of munsifi chaukig in the Presidency of Bengal ? 

TIiS. Hen’Me Sir ABP-UR-RAHIM: Twenty-seven. 


Legislation for State aid to industries. 

45. Bobu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: (a) Is ilie Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that an Industries Bill has been introduced in the 
liCgislative (>ouncil to jirovide for State aid to industries? 

(h) Is the Hon ’ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
introducing legislation on similar lines in this province? 

Mr. 4 . T. DONOVAN: (a) and (h) Yes 

BM>U DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: May I ask when does the Hon’ble 
the MinisUu- cxiH»ct to introdiu^ legislation in this (hnincil? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN:! must have notice of this question. 


Sohome of appointing Honorary Surgeons and Physicians in 
hospitals. 

46. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the l)ei«irtment of Local Self-tiovemment be 
pleased to state what actual pr(>gres.s hits been made up to date in 
regard to the scheme foi the ap|X)intment of Honorary Surgeons and 
Physicians in all big hospitidsP 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: 1 ’he (question of ap|K)inting non-official Indian 
Medical practitioners as Ht)norury Surgeons and Physicians in the big 
State hospitals, was considered hy the Medical and Public Health 
Standing Committee on the 25th March, P)22. The views of the 
Standing Committee have been considered by Government, and an Hono- 
rary Surgeon and an Honorary Physician have already been appoinied 
at the Campbell Hospital. The posts were advertised and several apfdi- 
cations were received, from which selection were made. 

No Honorary Surgeons and Physicians have been appointed at the 
Medical College Hospital. 
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Riihiray Advisory Ooufioil. 

4f. Bibu BROJENORA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in rharjre of the lV|>artraent of Public Work# 
(Railway Branch) lx* pleased to state what stejn, if any, are being 
taken by the local (ioveniinent to ex|x‘dite tlie formation of the local 
Railway Advisory (’ouncil for Beti^ml as recommended by the Indian 
Railways Committw of 191*0-21 ? 

Mr« G« C. DEY: The Railway Board has leiiuested the Railway 
administrations to form local Ailvisory (\)mmittees and the subject ia 
under reference with flu* Railway a<]mini>t ration, Railway Board and 
this Governnient. 

Dredging the Bhairab. 

4Sa Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: With referenec to the answer 
given to iinstarred question No. 142. put by Babu Nalini Nath Roy 
on the 20th February, 1022, r(‘garding the dredging of the Bhairab 
river, will the Hon’lde the Memlnu* in charge of the De[Mirtment of 
Irrigation be pleased to stab* — 

(t) whether the project that was then under prepanition is now 
ready; and 

(it) W'hether provision will he made in the next Budget for giving 
effect to the j)roj(*ct 'f 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) The project icferied to i.s still under preparation 
and not \el ready for consideration. 

(tf) No money will, tlierefoie, he budgetwl for the work next yeiif 
(1923-24). 

Dredging of Sital Lakhya Khal. 

49. Mr. d. A. DeLISLE: Witli reference' to the answer to unstarred 
question No. 22 of the meeting of 2lst Novemlx^r, 1921, in which the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation staU*d, as part of his 
reply, that “ if the Alejramira dredger can Iw sjiared she will dredge 
the Sital Lakhya Khal near Dai ca in the cold weather of 1922-2r3 
provided it is found that dredging is likely to be of a permanemt nature,'* 
will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Irrigation Department 
hi pleased to state whether the Alexandra dredger can be spared now 
and if the dredging of the Sital Lakhya Khal will take place this cold 
weather or notP* 

TIM HofilMe the MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR tf 
BtlMWAN: The Alexandra cannot be 8pare<l and further inquiry shows 
that it is not desirable to dredge the Sital Imkhya Khal. 
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SanhSadhuganj Railway. 

50. SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: (a) Will ihet Hon^ble the 
MiniHter in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact that the works in connec- 
tion with the Sarii-Sadhuganj Railway lines are about to be started? 

(h) If so, what is the estimated cost of this undertaking? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Minister l)e pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of tile plan of the said railway lines? 

Mr. C. C. DEY : (a) I'he Oovernnient of Bengal have no information 
to this efFe(;t. 

(h) The probable cost is Rs. 4f3 lakhs. * 

(r) A ropy of the plan has been laid on the Librar>^ table. 

Surplus receipts in the Registration Department. 

51. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Doirble the Minister 

in rhargt^ of the Deimrtnient of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement sliowing the amount of surplus in I he Registration Depart- 
ment, y»‘ar by year, during the years 11)21 and 1922? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The amount of surjdus is as 
follows : — 

192(1— Rs. 13,32,205. 

1921— Rs. 9,57.309. 

The figures for 1922 are not available*. 

High Court, Original Side. 

52. Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: Will the HoiTble 
the MemlK‘r ifi (diarge of the dudieial l)(‘jxirtment l>e jdeosed to state — 

(i) the amount of ex]H‘nses im urre<l hy (lovernment for the ujvkeep 
of the Original Eide of the High Oourt; 

(/») the amount realized by (lovernment as court-fees or cost on 
the Original Side of the High ('ourt; and 

(Hi) the number of cases filed within a year and the valuation of 
those cases ? 

The Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (i) The expenditure in 1921 

was Rs. 6,28,604. 

(ii) The probate and admini.stration duty realized in 1921 was 
Rs. 9,27,570-12-0. Other fees realized by means of stamps was 
Rs. 5,18,842-6-0. 

(tti) ThrtH* thousand M»ven hundred and twenty-one suits wm 
in.‘<tituted in 1921. The value <if suits for 8|iecific money claims was 
Rs. 5,22,26,287. 
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Oradging of Bidyadtiori rivor* 

58. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: WiJl tiie Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Dejiartmeut of ii rigatiou pleaned to stale — 

(i) what stei>8 are l)eing taken to j»r<^veni the silting up of the 

river Bidyndhari; and 

(ii) on what irrigation work the Ooverninent dredgt'rs are lasing 

employed now^ 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (i) More extensive spill ojieration coupled with dredging 
and later on admission of as iniu h head-water as jHissihle. 

( 71 ) All the dredgers are now Inung re|>aired or re-erected. 


Train collision at Cangatikuri Station of the East Indian 
Railway. 

54. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) VTiW the lion* bio 
the Minister in charge of the Dei^irtinent of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) l)e pleased to state whether he is aware of a ccdlision which 
occurred at tin* (lungatikuri Bailway Station on the H. A. R. section 
of the East Indian Bailway on the midnight of the 28th August lust 
between 53 up [Kissenger ami lot) gootls trains? 

(h) Did the (Government make an} in(|uirv into the ('Uiise of the 
disaster to ascertain as to wh(> wme res|K)nsihle for the collision; and, 
if so, will the Hon’hle the Minister l>e pleased to state the result of 
such imiuiry ? 

(c) What action, if any, has been taken by (G«)vernment to punish 
the ofticers who were found guilty? 

(d) IIow’ many jmssengers, both male and bunale, wm* killed as 
the result of the collision ? 

Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) Yes. 

(b) An inquiry was made under the rules laid down by the Railway 
Board and tho finding accejded by the (iovernment Insjxictor of 
Railways. 

(c) The staff resjxmsible were summarily dismissed. 

(d) No passengers were killed. 


ForooMi of wifitiar paddy. 

55. BM»u 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: WiU the Hon’lde the 
Minister in charge of the IX^jmrtment of Agriculture and Industries lie 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the final forecast of the winter 
paddy crops and the prospect of the outturn for the year in the province P 
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Mr. J. T. DONOVAM: The final forecast of the winter rice crop will 
not be ready until the middle of February, 1923. A copy of the first 
forecast of the crop is laid on the Library table and from this the prospects 
of the outturn so far as ascertained now can be gathered. It is reported 
that at present over practically the whole province, excepting the 
flooded areas of Northern Bengal, the crop promises to be an excellent 
one. ' 


Lady Principal, Bethum Coffego- 

56. BalHi JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (n) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deiwirtment of Educuition he plefised to state 
whether it is a fact that the ixwt of Lady Principal of the Bethune 
College is soon going to lie filled up temjK>rarily ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Government ai‘e apixiinting a European lady, 
who is not in the service, in supersession of the claims of the Indian 
ladies already in the service? 

(c) What are the reasons for aiiiKimting a European instead of an 
Indian ? 


The Hofi’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: («) Yes. 

(^i) and (a) The Director of Public Instruction has l>een instructed 
to advertise the acting va<'ancy and to submit profKisals for filling it 
after considering the (daims of Indian .ladies already in service as also 
of outsiders and ascertaining the views of the Governing Body. As 
this will take a little time and as the (N)llege cannot ha left without 
a Principal, Miss Hilda Jackson has been apixiinted to offii iute up to 
the 31st Ilecember, 1922. 

Bible course for University examinations. 

« 

57. Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Is the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Education aware of the 
protests made by various public IxidieS against the compulsory course 
of the Bible Selections in the I. A. and B.A. Examinations of the 
Calcutta University? 

(b) If the selection is on the ground of reading Literature why does 
the Senate of the Calcutta University exclude the Mahabarata and 
Ramayana or the Holy Koran from the list of compulsory texts? *’ 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
drawing the attention of the Senate to the matter? 

Tlie Hoii*liie Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(6) Oovemtneni are not aware of the rea.soD8. 
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(u) Under the University Regulations^ text^books are prescribed by 
the Syndicate on the reconuueudations of the Board of Studies. 
OoTemxnent do not desire to address the University on a matter like 
this. 


Cases tried by talarisd magistrates of Tippers Seder subdivision. 

SS. SHAH SYEO EMDAOUL HAQ: Will ihe Hon'ble the Mem. 
l>6r in charge of the Judicial Dejmrtincnt he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the fiumber of cases trieil by the salaritnl magistrates of the 

Tipfiera Sudar sulKlivinion beginning from the JOtb June, 
1921, to the 30th Septem})er, 1922; 

(ii) the nuinWr of cases in which punishments were inflicted; 

(mi) the numl>er of cases dismisstHl; 

(ir) the number of I(Mal iiujuiries made by the salaried oflic<‘rs and 
the amount of travelling allowance drawn by each of them 
for the purjKise; and 

(r) the reasons for the difference, if any, Iw'tween the different 
officers in disjKisals regarding dismissals and awarding of 
punishments? 

The Hon*ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) Ui (r) As the is^ssihle 
utility of the figures asked for is inconiinensurate with the labour 
involved in comf»iliiig them, the (Jovernment do not consider that they 
w(»uld l>e justified in undertaking the work. 


Number of appeels dispoeed of by differeiH olaseei of magietritai of 

Tippori. 

SS. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ifon'hle the Mem. 
her in charge of the Judicial Dejwrtment he pleawd to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last three financial years — 

(i) the number of apjieals preferred to the Uourt of the District 
Magistrate of Tipjiera against the judgments of the magis- 
trates having second or third class jiowers in the same dis- 
trict ; 

(it) the Tiumjier of apjieals disposeil of by the District Magistrate 
himself, stating the numWr allowed and dismissed; 

(m) the number disposed of by the Additional Magistrate stating 
the number allowed and dismissed; 


8 
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{iv) the number di8i)08ed of by other magistrates who have got the 
powers hearing ^appeals and the number allowed and 
dismissed; and 

(v) if the miml)er of appeals allowed or dismissed by the different 
(^luHseH of magistrates referred to in (w), (Hi) and (iv) vary, 
w'ill the Hori’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
' for the differences? 

The HOfi’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMt (i) to (r) As the labour and 
time involved in the eompilatioii of the statistics called for fis dispro- 
portionate to their ]K>ssihlo utility* the (Government do not consider 
that they would be justified in undertaking the work. 

Number of appeals disposed of by magistrates in Bengal. 

60. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Mem- 

her in charge of the Judicial Department be pleas(‘d to lay on the table 
n statement showing — 

(/) the* number of ap])eulH from the judgments of the magistrates 
having secotid or third class ])owers in each of the districts 
in th(‘ province of Bengal during th(‘ last three financial 
years ; 

(li) the number of cases disiH)Hed of by the District Magistrate 
hinis(*lf, the Additional Magistrate and the Deputy Magis- 
trates of each district em|H)Wered to hear such apiHuds, stat- 
ing the number of cases allowed and dismissed and also the 
nurnlxu’ of cases in which orders of modification have 
l>een issued during the same [K^ricnl ; 

(in) the numluM' of appeals dis|)osed of by the Additional Magis- 
trates in each district during the last three financial years 
and tlie numlnu' of ap|K*als allowed and dismissed in each 
district during fho same periml; 

(ir) the numbei of appeals disfsysed of by any other magistrates 
who have got the ]K)wers tyf hearing a}>[)eul 8 and also the 
numlK*r of castes of appeals allowed and dismissed, district 
by district, during the last three financial years; and 

{r) if the number of appeals allowed or di.smissed by the different 
• classes of magistrates in each district during the said period 
vary, will the ITonMde the Memlier lie pleased to state the 
reasons for such variations in numbers? 

Th® Hofi'bl® Sir ABD«UR*RAHIMS (i) to (rl As the labour invol- 
ved in the compilation of the statistics called for is disproportionate to 
their [losaihle utility, the Government do not consider that they would 
be justified in undertaking the work. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS, 

OOVCRNMENT BILL. 

The CoofidM Bill» 1922. 

The Hoffble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 Uk U> iutriKhu^ Bill 
to provide for the control of certain fftH>ndas rcHidinjj in or frequenting 
the towif and suburbs of falcuttu, and for their removal from Bengal. 

It is not necessarv’, 1 think, for me to take up the time of the 
Council in yisistin^ ujxm the existence of the '‘vil \vhi('h this Bill pro- 
poses to remedy. MemWrs of the ('ouri< il, if they will only read their 
daily papers of whatever sliude of jH>litical complexion tluy may be, 
will find unfortunately every day some cases in the |X)lice courts of 
goonda outraj^e. It is only a sliort time that the Second Preside!>cy 
Maffifitrate from the Immu I) drew atteiilion to the fact that 'he had not 
Hufti< ient j>owers and the polic e luiNe not Huflici(*nt jsiwers to deal wctK 
what is considered to be a crying evil. And lest it may In* thought 
that this evil is decreasing', 1 regret to say that only Iqst Saturday two 
Iiersons, who had ^iven evidence a^miiisf poondus, were so sc'verely 
assaulted that one was killed on the s|K>t and the oflnu’ is lyirtjir in a 
very seriocH condition. The ex i.stence of (he evil, therefore, I will take 
for tf'ranted. It is an evil which is n(»t isnuliar to Calcutta. Ev<*rv 
larjfe city, London and Paris, every c it^ has its own peculiar form of 
hoolijraii. In (’alciitta hoolipiiitsm is lendcMcni mon‘ seriems iHU’ause 
of the physical stiuctnic* of the town. Those* who have some knowled^ 
of the intricacies of the hack passap*s and s«» iorth in Harahazar and 
in ti e st*nes of )>ye*-lam*s whic h abound in that n<*i>j:hbourhcK)d, know’ 
that they afford eininentlv suitahle haunt infr ^rrounds for hcxdiffanH of 
this cla.sM. Another reason which has emphasised the diinj^er in Calc ulLi 
is that some eij^ht or T»in<* years a^fo at the Ijctrinninp: of the war, there 
was n lai’ffe influx into Calc utta (»f u[>-counti\ iii<>n f<»r various reasoTis, 
and they liave tf> a lar^fe extent staved (»n as g<M)ndas, I will ther**- 
fore briefly indicate the prenesis of the prewnl Hill, w'hich I jiroixme 
to the Council to pass. 

In 1914 owinjf to the ahnorinal rise in the numlM*r of r<»bl)eries 
in Calcutta, and owin^ tc» (erfain sensational nises, there was a con- 
aiderahle feeling of unsafety of jM^rson and proj^erty in Caleutta. The 
Marwari Association and the Marw'ari (^lamlier of Commerce addn*Hsed 
US* on the subjeH. The outbreak of war intensified the feeliti^ of 
insecurity and it was largely due to this feelinj^ of insecurity that 
up-country men Vere broug-ht into (’alciitta by w'ay of providinff seruinty 
to the people which the police could not ffive. At that time a suf^ges- 
tion was put forward by the Marwari community for an increase in the 
number of European eergeanis on patrol duty at Barahazar. Owing 

Sa 
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to war we were not ahlc to g'et them, !>ut owing to the patriotism of 
the Calcrutta Scottish 2(H) of that regiment were enrolled as special 
constables and did patrtd duty, and {)wing to their presence and work 
the excitement and the feeling of insecurity passed away. But in 1916 
there was another rise in crime in (’alciitta—a rise not confined to 
(/alcuttu hut 1 believe ex|K*rien(‘ed prat'ticiijly all over the world. It 
w'as d4ie to war conditions The number of ciinies jmt down to goondas 
increased steadily up till the lM*ginning of 1020. In 1920 the Marwari 
Association again apiuoached (ioverninent . I will read an^ extract 
from the le1t(‘r from the Marwari (’haniher of Commerce whicli gives 
an account of w'hat they considered to he the jwrsition at that time. 
Tliey say — ^ 

TliOHc ao<»n<i4iH nttjjfk tiu* hii] r<>lle<t<rjrH or goomtisin^ cjirryin^ monoy and 
either ntub them or tH‘latK>ur them with hithis or threaten ttiem with imminent 
(Inripier to their iktsooh or )i\eM and <l«‘enmp uith tin-ir moncN ; \ujmen and children 
IMittm^' on oriinmentH ar(' also their fn*qiient victims, at tunes they are attacked 
e\<‘n when they ao' in < losod (.images There is one cl.iss ainonaat these {loondas 
who fall n|M»ri the |K‘destrians and run away with their shawls and nlxvdtis. The.'^e 
^(Mnidas nciierally take their stand in the c^irneis ol *he streets not infri'<jiiently 
dresv(‘d as i^cntlcmen with shawls (ni their imtsods and sometimes e\en wearinp; 
Hold rhams on their necks, or take their seat in a ;vin or Inn shoj) or some such 
placoh in expectation ot tlnur \i<lirns 'I'hc^e jKinu'dlln^ or Imiunihi^ or suoli other 
men are eitluT their a<tt\e associates or a.sstst them in then rudanoiis work for 
fear of their own lives M(>st rif the people wh<» an* attacked do not even venture 
to rejsirt to the police for f(‘ar of further molestation or to a\oid hnras.snnmt and 
expense oj a polne lase (leiiilenien w)io have witnessc'd such things heinn l^erj^e* 
triited nnd«'r their very e>es often refrain fiom a-ssisiuiH tin* victims lost the 
Hooinias would niaki' thcii livi’s rniscrahlc When any ot the H^^nulas are in the 
hands of the police otliers terrorise Hontleinen and men of jHisition and ('onipel them 
to stand sundv or liear <t>sts of their <K*fene<» 

Thai, Sit. was tlie posilmii at that time as oxfdained by the 
MarvMiii Trade Assoidalmn and I tliitik the Hniise will agree that it 
was a jHisitmn of things that did necessitate tln^ \erv eareftil 
utttmtinn (d‘ ( iiivm'nnient ^ Tht' Member in eliargi' of the Ihdiee Depart- 
ineni at the that time. Sir llenrv Wheeler, reituved mort* than one 
deputation fioni .Mai wan gmithunen and other gentleim'ii in the same 
]»OvSition. Tlu‘ ihisition was (‘Xplaineil on hotli sides. The tTovernnieiit 
explained to the deputation what the difTeulties of th(‘ jH)lii't‘ in the 
matter were 'I’hese diHiculties liave l>een set foith in the h*ttei which 
has been addressed to \anou.s associations, and T iie(*d not detail them 
at leiigflu Brieflv they aie that the seiurity sections w’hieh normallv 
are used against persons of this < lass are of very little avail. In the 
first jdace tlu‘v are vei \ ifithiult to woik in ('ahutta; in the second 
plai'c the\ eaniiot he woiked without evidence; eml in the third phic^, 
that the goondas, nearly all, havt* some ostensible meuhs of livelihoo<T 
They are emfiloyed as either putuntJhjy or hirnrnlhix or are engaged in 
hackney earriage Imsiness. whi<*h w ill exempt them from the ojH?ration8 

of syctiun 109 of thy Criminal Frocf^dury Code, 
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As I'eg’artls proNecutinj? *tlveiu for si>piifii' pffoncp-s, the nature of 
Barahazar makes it ver\ liiffieult to i-ateh the and havinjf caufirkt 

him evidence is reiinired. The depula(ion« that cuiiie to the tJovern- 
ment admitted freely and frankly that reH|HM'tahle gentlemen would not 
come forward to pive evidetu^* ajrain>t the j^oomlas with the knowledjafv 
that they would Ik* atahhed in the hack when they came out of I'ourt, 
In view of the occunence of last Saturday. 1 c.innot say that they are 
altogether to Ik* hlamcil. Accordingly, after eonsultution with these 
deputations, the (Jovernment laine to the (‘onclusion - in which f think 
the deputations agreed— that the only possible n*ined\ was to get 
rid of the goondas by deporting tloMU. Accordingly, in dune, 1920, 
Goveniment* issued a letter to various assoiiations inten'steil, putting 
before them the pms and (ons. stating the ditlicult i(‘s, ami saying tlmt 
they were advised that tin* only [>ossibb* r<*medy of the state of things 
in Barabazar ami in the neighbour I kknI was to ilepirt the giMUidas, most 
of wliom (ame from up-countr\. I'he n‘plit‘s were not altogtdlier 
encouraging. It is true that the replies of th<‘ mereuntjle eommunity, 
as a whole, recognized tliat tins was the only solution, and tin* Bengal 
('hamber ot Commerce, tin* Trades Assoc lation, tlie Biilisb Indian Asso- 
ciation. the* Marwaii Clmmln'r of Commerev. tlic* Bengal National 
Chamber of ('omiin'icc and the Indian Mosh‘m Association apf>rov<*d of 
the ju 1 ric jplf*s (oiitaiiH'd in the* Bill; but on the oth<‘r hand, the Mar- 
wan Assoc iat loll . the Bc'iigal Biesidcm y Moslem Cc'ai'm*. and 
Natnuial Muliammadaii A s«.<M'iat ion r»‘fusc‘d to have* anything to 
do with the* piojsK.'il (ioveinmc*nt then weie in this joHition 
In si\ months lime tlie ICdoiiiis w<*ie c-oining ( b»\ cTnnient 
calm* to the eorirlusion ih.il tlic‘\ wcuild not be jiistifi(*d in [Hitting 
hc'ioH* a Council in vGioh t|ie\ had a majoiity, a Bill to give profc'c- 
tion, bv nu'aiis of sjmm lal povc*?- to tin* polne. whodi [uotcM t ion the* 
j>eople were not UTiunitnous in wanting, d'ln* onlv r«*Kult of bringing 
forward a Bill at that time would have* be<*n that we wc)uld liavc* be<*n 
a(‘cuse<i — (*eitainl> in the thc‘n [Kditn al c in umstam c's cd tlie country — 
of mameuvring to get nd of oui [sditical oppuicuits by calling them 
gCHUidas, and the* goonda i»ro{H*r would have* Immti elevutad to the larik of 
a fKditi<‘al marlvr. It was therc'foie dcn idecl that wc* should plac e* me ])ro- 
|K>sals before the old (‘oum il. but that we Nbould wait until w<* liud a 
('ouncrl where (Toveinment would not have a majority; so tlie Bill wdll 
be a Bill of this (^uincil. 

Meanwhile, we sc*( up a small cfstablishment to ascertain facts about 
th^ goondas. and as far as [stssible, to crifrple their adivities. Thia 
establishment has beeri working for nearly tvvo \ears. As to the actual 
work which has lK*en done, there is a good deal <»f ignorance and, 
therefoi’e, 1 welcome the oppirtunity of enlightening the members of 
this Council. 7’he establishment c onsists of one Assistant (Commissioner, 
one Ins|>ector. two Sub-Inspectors, one Jaraadar, two AssisUiut Sub- 
Inspectors, and six Constables — a small establishment. It is e.mfiloyed 
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in patrolling ilie areas which are the scenes of the activities of the goon- 
das, hut its principal work now is as follows. Four or five times a day 
the hea(l(juart<'i\s at Lai Bazar are rung up and informed that tliere is a 
gathering ol goondas at such and such place. For instance, only a short 
time ago, it w'u.s rung up and infoimed that there wasS a gathering of a 
gang ol goondas who were about to set fire to a theatre to which they 
were refuseij adniissiori. \\ hen the |>oli(; 4 ‘ arrived, the goondas already 
ha<l a till ol js*trol. On all them» (M-casions, whetiier on complaints as 
regards a body of men or as regard.s unpleasant-looking customers 
hanging alwiut a slr(‘et corner, the heaihiuurters send some of thedr 
Hj)eeial staff. 1 he y arrest suspicious characters and then proceed to 
inijiiire about lliem. During tli<* course of tliese two years,* 978 persons 
have Ihumi anesled by the s|M‘cial staff*. They were arrested either on 
com[)lnnits of this kind or by tlie siH*cial staff on duty disguised as dett*c- 
tives in plain clothes or in c(>nm*ction with definite sjM'cifii' offemes. On 
severaJ o< ( asioiis, this sisM ial staff has ai tually caught tlie grmndas in the 
act' of comimlting extortion. In addition fto- this, the s|rtH'ial staff 
has tak(ui up the investigat ion of several cases in which the goondas 
are comerned. I may mention the Allahabad dacoity case, the Jail 
Itoad robbery and the Belliagliata taxi-cab dacoitv case. They w’-ere 
all workeii out by the small siKudal staff*. The olijiu t of th(‘ oiKTatioiis 
of this staff is lo get a knowledge' of who aie fh(‘ principal goondas, 
wdiai their previous history is, and all about them. Of thevse 978 
goondas who have' Ikhmi arreste'd, afiemt HI |)e‘r ee'nt. were found le) fx' 
a<‘tuall\ wanted by the* police feu‘ some* sjM'cific eiffeiice's. A eautain 
nuinf.er eif othe-rs wane* se'iit up for bad livedihood and the r(*mainde*r were 
reh'a.seMl. But in e*ver\ single case full inejuiiies were* made about them, 
with the re'sult that the spee ial staff has a register containing the names 
of d4() goeuidas who are (he le‘aele*rs in Oalcutta. In the ease eif even' 
erne eef the*m, lhe*y have* (he wfiole e>f their previems history ree’orded, 
th(*ir jdiotographs anel their tluiinh impressions. Alre'ady in several 
ease's photographs iiave b^en eef the greatest use in enabling p^Tsons 
who were attacke'd b\ unknown goondas tei identify tlicir assailant. 
That is the* work that has ln'e'ii .ele>iu' ; the results have Is'en verv satis- 
fuetory. The dime in the areas tackU'd has geme down. During the 
lust three' months there Ims not In'cn a single robbery in Barabazar. 
But this is emly a palliative. The men sent up uneler section 110, and 
convK’tenl are free in a ye'ar’s time* anel the moment we relax pressure 
in Barabazar in order to work up the* goondas in other parts of Calcutta, 
Barabazar erime gen's up again. (Tenernment, therefore, now consider 
that it is rigiit that we sht>ubl put before the Couneil pro{)<isala in the 
feum e>f a Bill te) meet tins evil -prt)|M>sals. which we are informed, not 
einly by our exjH'rts but also In res|>onsible public opinion and the mer- 
cantile eeunmunity, are the e^nl^ propo.sals by which this evil e'an be 
don’t with. T want to make the fMKsition of Goveniraent quite dear. 
It is important, l)e('iiuse 1 understand that a Marwari Association 
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intends to opjK>8e thiji Bill on the jrroimd — the old jfnmnd — that this is 
a political dodge of the (toverniuent to renmve its nofi-t'o-oja^rating 
enemies. Government feel it their duty to give the (Vuneil an opjior- 
tunity of pitssing this Bill. We Indieve that it is the only remtMly ; we 
admit that it is stringent, hut it is the only one likely to be sueiessful. 

If the Council delila^rately consnler that the remedy is worse than the 
disease, then (tovernment will 1 h* relieved of all resjionHihilit v in the 
matter. We will continue — the |K)li('e will continue— to do their duly 
with such |K»wers as they have at pre.sent, hut the resjH)nsihility jmsses 
from Government to the (\>uncil. 

There are two precedents for thn Bill. The first is the Fondgners' 
Act wherel^’ an} fonogner, who is undeMiahle. ma\ 1m* deinirted from 
British India hy an executive order (d (hivemment . The s<*('ond is the 
Bombay Act whereh\ gangs or individiiuU ma\ he de|H>rt(««l fioin 
Bombay on tin* reisirt of tin* Coninnssioner id’ IVnice. Neithei of these 
is an exact parallel, hut tlie prim iple in Inilh is :lie sunu*. 

Government have not put into this Bill an} safeguards. Wc leave 
it <‘ntirely to the Selm t (\)ininitt(H‘ to suggest M’hat saft‘guards tl»e\ think 
necessary or jxissihle. At tin* tiim* when the Bill was fraim*d, we dis. 
eiissed w'liat safeguards wanild l>e jMi.ssihle, and the lirst one that v\ i« 
suggested was something in the natuie of an a<l\isor\ coinmitlee, W(‘ 
wt*ie at om e t(dd )i\ llu* memlwrs of tlie public wc consulted, that no 
one would come to sef\e on the ad\is(»r\ coinmitlee until tin* Icirorisin 
had c<‘asc(l. that n(dMMj\ w.is going to iisk liw lih* ni coming on the 
advisor} Committee with the tcai of goondas siahhing him in tic hack 
It is c\ai tJ\ the same icason as that for which it is so diflic nil to get 
c\nlcn<c: aic not williiig to he stahln'd outside the coiiit It \s uh 

tlieii suggested that there should he a panel etutsisting of ‘.,*0 or dl) gentle- 
men. and tliai im one slioiild know to whii h jnirtii ular individual the 
piifsTs had l>f‘en submitted I'hat, however. Government are not piejmied 
to are(*pt. They ale prepareti to take tlie iesj>»,nsihility of ordering them- 
selves the dejNirtation of giHUidas or a elass of giMindas. luit tin*} are not 
prepared to sln‘lter }>ehind an amuiymous commit t4*e. 1’hey are not 
prej>ared t^> enable the goonda to sa} that he is heiiig s1al>lM‘d in the 
buck by an enemy who dare tiot fin e him. But Govf*rnment Imveentiiely 
an oiH‘n mind on the (|nestion of safeguaids We are leaMtig it, as I have 
said, to the Select (’oiiirnittee to suggest such saft'guanls as they think 
necessar}’ and possible. 

The only criticism that I have seen nunle wutli regard to this Bill 
since it was published, is tliat the Bill is restrii ted to |M‘rson.H not iKirn in 
Bengal, and it is said tliat our Bengali giHunla.s aie just as Imd ; so w liy 
fthoiild we exertijd them? Tin* reason is that the Bengali g<»orniaH are * 
our ow’n men, and we have no just ifiration for tuming out of our province 
our own bad hat<J. We have got to deal with them ourwlves. But we 
are justified in saying to the other provinces: “ we are not going to keep 
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your bad hats.” If we cannot deal with foreign goondas, we must get 
rid of them in thi.s way. It is the IVshwaris, the Punjabis and the 
Pathans who are really at the bottom of goondaism in Calcutta. If they 
are removed, a very bad example anyhow’ is removed from Calcutta, 
and our iK)lice w’ill ha\e m<»re time to deal with our men, and I think I 
am right in saying that if we get rid of the foreign goondas, we get rid 
of a. coiisideialile amount of the terrrori.sm wdiich prevents |>eople from 
giving evidem e against Bengali goondas. 

That is the history of the Bill, and I now Ixig to introduce it to the 
(Council. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

[At this stage the (.’ouncil adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

Supplementary demands for grants. 


T.—Stamps. 

The Horfble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Its. 9G0 
Iw trunsfern'd from tlie head ” 47. — Miscellaiieou.s — Rewards for profi- 
ciency in oriental languages ” to tlie iu'ad “ 7.— Stamjis ” for tlie enter- 
tainment of a stamp ch-rk at Rs. 80 mensem in the Chittagong 
Treasury, 

7'lie stamp clerk tak<‘s the jdaee of the tr(*asuit‘r. 'J'luM-e is no change 
in tlie number of oHiiers, while there is really a reduction in the 
charges, ddie provision is reijuired to pay the stamj) clerk. 

The motion was put and agrcaul to. 

The Hon'ble Mr. «l. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 000 

be transferred from the' head “ 47. — Miseellaneous — Miscellaneous and 
UiiforesetMi charges ” to Uie head “ 7. — Stamps ” to meet the charges 
on account of contract contingcMicies in the Stanij) IX’jMirtment of the 
l>ac<*a (\dlectorute. 

This was an unforeseen demand for wliieh there was no provision 
and lh(' amount can l>e met by transfer from the head ” Unforeseen 
charges.” 

The ^notion was put and agreed to. 

15 .— Other Revenue Expenditure fknanoed from Ordintry Revenue. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I move that a further sum of Rs. bb.OOO W granted 
under the liead “ 15. — Other Revenue Exjienditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenue ” for expenditure on the ctmstruction of a retired line in 
the Talaimari Embankment at Rumpur-Boalia, for the year 1922-23. 
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This amount is necossarv in viow of tho that have otrurml at 

Rampur-Boaiia and for the unsatisfacttuy slate of tlie einhanknient theit>. 
I hope it will he ij^ranted. 

Tlie motion was put and a;?re<Ml to. 

22.— General AdministratiiHK 

The HofFble Mr. J. DONALD: 1 nio\e that a >\nu of Rs. *J0,dlM) Im* 
g'ninted for e\|K‘nditur(* under the head “ ti»*neral Ailininist ration " 
to meet the (*o^t of f(‘rrv < iiurj^es au<l siaj.;^in^ hunj^alows 

This exjHViditun* iia.s alieudx la‘en \i»t»‘d hy the Gouiu il tiiuler atu>ther 
hea<l, hut under the t'oireet method of audit it has to he ilehited to 
(teneral Administration ” and not to Wmks.” It is a formal 

traii.sfer. 

The motion was put and to. 

33.— Public Health. 

The Hcm’ble Mr. J. DONALD : I im»\e that a sum of Its H,l*l,77v 
he ^^ranted for evpendiliiie undei tlie head “ dd Puhlie Health ” to 
meet tilt* ehai)^'‘es on uc iount of ^’■raiits (o <erlaifi distrud hoards ami 
municipalit it‘s 'Plus is of the Njime nafuie a*' th<* la^t. The sum has 
alread\ ht'en Noted h\ the ('oum d hut the piojs'i head ot didilt should ht* 
" dd 1‘uhlic IliMltli ” and not “ 41 td\il Works” llema* this 
motion is neee«»*»arv 

The motmn was put atol ajj^reetl to 


47.— Miscellaneous. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: I move that a sum of 
Rh. d,(>o(l he granted for exjK-mlituie umler tin* head ” 47. -Mjsrella- 
iieous to mt'et tlie ehargt's on aeeount of grunts tt» the Knglisli Razur 
MunieiiKilitx tor h^'-s of terrv re<ei[»ts ami to tin* Muhammadan Rurial 
Board. This is of the same nature as the last. 

Tlie motion was jmt ami agi<*i‘i] to. 


43.— Famine Relief and Insurance. 

Vhe Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 move that a sum of Us. .‘{t),(HI0 Im* granted under the 
head “ 43. — Famine Relief and Insurance ” for gratuitous relief. A 
printed note has Wen eireulated to the lueinhers of the (.’ouneil which 
explains the necessity of having this amount for gratuitous relief, and 
I hope the Council will agree to it 



no STII>]‘I.EMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. {20™ Nov. 


Babu iNDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand for 
Hh. urnler tlu* head “ 4.3. — Famine Relief and Insurance ** be 

reduced })y Re. 1. I'he nominal reduction that I propose to make will 
c()nvinc(‘ the House that rny motion is not for putting any obstacle in the 
Way ol this extremely piompt and rather extravagant call for senti- 
mental < harity wliieh Ims at last come from a business-like Govern- 
ment, but merely to discuss the fK>licy tliat has guided the authorities in 
dealing with an uiipn*cedented situation and the manner in w'hich they 
have done it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 may at once explain that you cannot go into 
tlu^ g’eneial (jU<*stion of the jsiliry adopted by (Tovernment to meet an 
unf)r(‘cedent(*d calamity. You must confim* yourself to the question of 
gratuitous relief and 1 cannot liavc* a general discussion. We are going 
to hav(‘ a general disrussion regarding the flisids to-morrow. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May 1 sjxuik alwuit the neiessity 
of gratuitous reliefs 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So b mg as you contiiie yourself within the four 
(tornei s of tlu^ subjcu t. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Veiv well The d, mand is foi 
lU. 30, Olid, but without knowing what the extiuit of tlie damage is. it is 
ratlHU (liliicult for us to sa\ if this amount is adequate or uttiuly insuHi- 
cMMit iiu tin- pinpos(‘. Theii'tore. I think it is ni*(essar\ for us to find 
out uhat the extent ul the damage has been and what the amf>unt of 
gratuitous i('lit‘t ought to lx* It is. thereioie, iiiMe'^sarv ioi' m<‘ to go 
into the whoh* (|Uestion of the <1. image < aused b\ tliese HihsIs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid I eannof allow* tliat. We are going 
to havi‘ a diseussKin regarding the flisals to-morrow. ITe inemher will 
lie good enough tci resjKH-^ my niling. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: In vit‘w of this ruling I will not 
s]N*ak aiiv furtln'r, and I formnllx niwve mv motion. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I haxe not bten able to 
follow \oui ruling. If I err, you will kindly pull me up. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Ortainly, Kumar Soliib. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I agree with the Hon’ble 
the Hevtmue Member that even the entii-e amount of this demand will 
not Ih> recpiired for gratuitous relief. Undoubtedly the situation has 
been most distressing, sjamially in the areas in the neighbourhood of the 
railway emlMUikments. hut the proinjit aetion taken by the local officials 
and the Kamindars and the subsecpient relief operations organised by 
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the variouit non-official IxHlies went u long way towards mitigating the 
disiresH oi the i>eople. I'he jMjaple of North Rengtvl would never forget 
the way in wliieh the whole eoiintry rnlheil to their >iu‘e<nir at a time 
when everything apixuired dark and ImjHdetij.. Hut tlie eri'iis wa;* aoon 
over and the acuteness of the di-^tiesj^ «lni not last huig. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sorry to interrupt the Kumai Sahih, hut 
he is just on the verge 1 may sii \ — ™ 

Kuiimw 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: We will gather U ex]Hri- 
ence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As long as you ket>p \our haiance, it will Ik* all 
right, (liuughter.) 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: ( oming to gmtuiUms 
relief, 1 may say that our ]K*ople in tlu' \illages uie not given to inendi^ 
cuney. I’hes aie lione'.t and wondei tull\ ?.<dl-i»diant. The Mllager 
woujd reluse ehaiits t‘\en it iir ha*! not a ''iiij^le <ia\‘'^ ju'oMsion. lie 
would slake all to earn a living than live hv Is^gging. I h»d*mg ti) Haj- 
sliuhi and i had Ihsmi in inv village duiing (In' fi<M>«ls anti in\ in ioruiat ion 
js that was Ti(t kt‘cu deniainl tor gialuiloiis udief. d'lie nsison Wir.s 

not tar to seek, 1 niniediat*dy helote the HoimU a hunijn*? <tttK pjiddy 
('I'op had been harvesle*! an<i a luisk jute seas«m was just ovtu', so most 
jsMjplc' had a suthcieiit slock of lood-giains an<l a lot (d n’a<l\ cash in 
their hands. (If {(Uiist* lioUs<‘s had ndlap'^ed and lor soiiie time' the 
jilivsical snihuing was gicat and tin* » attic wcic in «iangci'; hut the 
thtoil suh'-nh’d and, a^ iai as in\ inioi iii.ttniii go,‘s. tin* iua)nitt\ of the 
pc<»ple did Jiot tak<* long to get ovet i he iwcd «d gtatuitous rclltd. 
lUil e\((‘pt in a vtuv Imiitcd ai»‘a, alilnniHli ihaiitv is not s,i nrccs.sary 
in»vv, w’liat the villagi'is rcquin* is a hjan lot le* (nist i in ting their 
houses and for tlu* [nirchase oi seed ainl cattle 1 liojH* that this would 
receive the ]>roiH*r attention id the authorities ('oming to the princuple 
underlying this dematnl, J have one eoinpjaint against the (iovern- 
ment. M\ {Kjsilion is this. Even this demand would not have been 
reijuired if the (Vntial (joverninent at DaijeeJing had Is'cn piompt 
and approached tlie [nihln with a timely apjM*al. Hut tin* (iovernment 
inactivity was int^Tpreted hv many as suggesting the ahsenct* of any 
grt*at distress ami that chanty was not needed. Suhse<jm*nf d(*.Heni>“ 
tions — I adinit that they have been e\aggerat<Mi — ajqs'aiing in tho 
pre.ss through non-idfieial sources roused keen juihlie symjwithy, and tlm 
myi-uftieial apjK'al lssucmI 1)\ Sir ih (’. K<»v met with a wonderful 
public resimiise, taking the initiative from the hands of the Govern- 
ment. (’onsidenrig the jHiJitijul eomhtion of the country, to rne it 
api^^ars that the Keforiuml Government has Im-cii indiwnvf*! in letting 
this opportunity sliji to win for itself the affection of the ma/iB 4 *H, hut 
the selfless workers of the non-co-o[>eration jiarty — all glory to tbem — 
carried the day, while Government wa.s biding their tim<‘ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorrj' to iaterrupt, but do I understand 
your ar^Miiiioril to bo that you object to thi*^ j^raat of Its. 30,000 because 
tlie needs have lieen sufficiently met from juivate sources? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I do not say that. 1 say 
that (lovernment inactivity has necessitaU^d tins demand. If Govern- 
inenl had ai ted in a pr(>|M*r manner, there would liavo been no necessity 
for this (bunanil. 

Aiiolliei' evU (‘fleet of the inactivity of (rovernment has been that 
a number of private i«*li(*f parties came into existence like mushrooms. 
3'her(* was very littb* c^)-ord illation of work amon^ them and also 

A voii K: Question. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: lie (piestions this, but if 
he will tak(‘ the tiouble of ^oin^^ to Sealduh, lioardinjtr a slow {lassen- 
f^er train and ^^(‘ttin^^ down at Madnagar, he will be convinced. Sitting 
here he cannot be convinced. 

Ah 1 have> said, there wa.s very little co-ordination among the workers 
of thes(‘ \aiious relief committee.s and also there were several instances of 
mi.splacetl charity. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am very, veiy sorry to int«‘rru]>t th(‘ Kumar 
Sahib, but I must |M)int out to him that what we are (oruMMiied with now 
Is the demaiul foi a grtint of IN MO.dOO. It is not in the least relevant 
to disiuss \N bethel private chanty was ninplaci'd or- not. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Tin thing is I have not 
yet de\eloi>ed rii\ |K)int. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is quite a small point — it d(H*s not need mU(‘h 
d»‘V(‘loj>ment. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKNARE8WAR RAY: M> |K>int is this. This 
demand has become necessary l>(‘(’ause there was no co-ordination among 
tin* sevmal r’clief partie^s startl'd by non-offiiial bodies, because there 
was no regular s\stem of work and becHUse of the inactivity of Oovern- 
ment. That is the burden of the thing. This had a demoralising 
effect on the villagers, and, I should say, handicapjKHl in no small 
measim' any organised effort on a pro|>er siale. And if tiovernment 
had come to take the lead, all these would have b(H*n avoided, as was 
the case during the Hast Bengal c\ clone only a few years back wh«n 
Government did splendid service. T do not know whether I shall be 
again in order or not. 1 rather admire the prompt action of the local 
olHcers; but for them the demand would have been much greater. I 
would .spH'iallv mention the Collector of my district, Rajsbahi, who 
provided men and money at oiu'e on his own rt‘s|ionsibility, and issued 
an ai>i>eal without even earing to be punctiliou.s about the facts for 
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which I understand his iefrs have hre.^ jHilled. I am proud of my (\)llec- 
tor. He was here, there, and e\er\ where, rt'jrardless of all diseomforts, 
and went rouiul like a niiinsterin^^ an^eJ h>okin#>“ to the safet\ and 
security of the |>eople in his (‘luu^»-e. 

One word more, Sir. and 1 have finished. It has been sii^g«‘sted in 
some quarter-' — I* do not know ^\heth<‘r it will Ik* reh*vant or not — that 
the SMUiiindars had been tnost a|»atii«*tn‘ in not contnhulin^ liberally 
towards tin* lelief of the jH‘ople h'roni in\ jH'isonal knowledge 1 ( an 
say — and I think the otheiaJ menihers will lK‘ar me out- that the 
zainindars have tlone what no lehef ('oinmittee would have ihoie. Miist 
of them weie on the sj>ot during the Piijas. and althou;rh theins(dves 
suffering’- frofii tin* efft'ct of tin* floo<l, ihev helpeil their tenant..s to the 
l)est of their imweis. 1 admit that the\ del not ti\ to send relnd to 
liieir tenants in a roundabout way threu^^b relief ('onimittees. Hut, So, 
does an\bod\, when a mmoiiIk*! of his t.imilv falls suk. sriul iloles to 
the ( liantahle hosjiitals hojan^^ that the\ will ultiiiiati-ly reat ii the 
jiatient;” d ills Is absuid The thin^^ is we leiidered helj». to our tenants 
directly. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: it m m t f,,r the 

pu! {sise of im*ie opjHisit kui , not inertd\ in an attempt to keep a tlajj^ 
fl\)n^^. tlmt I siipiHUt tills umendimuit, hut bec.mse I wish to hnii}.,'' to 
the notice of the Couiuil the peisisteme of tin* (lo\entmen1 in its 
( allousiiess an<l the belated natuie ol tlie relief It is imt for me to 

t«‘]l the membeis of (ioNeinment what the dut\ of (foNeinmen! is 

tow.iid- tile untoltunat<' ]MM>ple •nie'ijjfiied In its <aie. Iml we huNe 
alwa\s (oiisideied it axnmiatH tlint It is the piimaiy fuio tion of tin- 
tro\einm(*Ht to look after tiu* welfare of the )K*ople sjMintaneously iiTnl 
iml unde-r piessure of jmhln opinion, ami in its exercise of that func- 
tion to relieve their sufTeriri^'' in a sjnrit (d un(<*asin^»‘ care atol snui- 

jKithv “ and it is sad lM*vond measure to contemplate Ih.it Ihe lM‘ad of 
the (ioveinment has thouiu.dit fit t4> considci that ( loverrinu'nl is a busi- 
ness conc4*rn, a business house, presum.tldv he( aiisi* if, is hny'eU itni 
loi the puifKjse <d j>avni/jr coiiifoi table salaries to its ma nai^’iiif.f »lir(‘(tors 
ami offi( lajs at the ex)s*nse of an iiniimitrMl liahilit v < <»mpan\ juesum- 
ahlv because the oflicials and not (he js'ople f(H' wliom if is .sU{qH>Ked 
Ik* run ha]»jH*n to he (he shaieholfjers — ami that fhme ih uo room for 
aymixithy and chuntv — chanty indeed — lei me stab* no room for leturn- 
injf to the |K'ople in llu'ir time of diKtreHS a ipiota of what is extra* ted 
fiom the fruits of their labour If it was not for (be welf-sacrifi* in^ 
btlKiurs of Sir P. ('. Itov . t(t whom I pav, and to whom I know (he p-ojile 
of Beiiffnl |my, a most reverent homage, one trembleH to lealiice what 
xnmld baxe In'en^tbe fate of the unfortuiiati* [H*o[»le in the fa< e of the 
practi<al inai’tivity of the fiovernrnent in orj^anizin^ ndief measures, 
And now eomes this b<dated and inadeipiate (diantv alwavs too late. 

I hope, Sir, the time i*; not far distant when the dejiartment of (ho 
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relief of distreHn will be traowferred from the reserved to a responsible 
deiiartmeiit, and rniiiisters elected by the people will in a publio-spirited 
and Hym[>athetic manner look more after the interests of the people and 
lesM after the interest of the coffers of the Government, I, therefore, 
Sir, .sijp(K)rt the amendment, for I am cx)nvincx*d, and I think most 
of UH are ei)rivirjced, that (ioveriirnent has dealt with a situation, if it 
can* be Hai<l to liave deajt with it at all. in a most unsatisfac’tory manner, 
and 1ms demonstrated with the most rernaikable clearness that in its 
reserved Mid(‘ when the {K'oplc ask for bread, it is ready to supply stones 
in ret inn. 

Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: In risin^r to sujiport this demand 
for ^rant, my only ri'^^ret is that tin' Ilon’ble the Member has not a^ked 
for more. .Ind I am Hui'juised to heai that he is of opinion that “ it is 
not aiiticijiateil that as mm h as Rs. .‘Itt.OllO will Is* required.’' 

Ctnn inunu/ur ismhmI by the I'ubluity Officer, Rental, states 
that “ th(‘ a!(‘a afte{t<Ml b\ the floods in tin* district of is esti- 

mated at 405 sijuari* miles with a pivpnlation of ‘..Mft.’MjO in the district 
of Kajsliahi at 1,200 sijuare niil(‘s with a inqinlatioi* o( T41,l'{7.” And 
“ llie flood has also aftVeted an area of about 200 s([Uare miles ot the 
Rabna district.” 

Tlie l'ublicit\ Oflic(‘r has rcfiained from estimating the loss of 
projK'rty. Rut from au ap|H‘al issuiMl fiom Uaj''lia]ii lo winch the 
District Ma^»'ist rat(‘ has ^i\en the weif^-lit ot Ins si^natuie, we iioil that 
” th(‘ total loss amounts to o\er tour ( ron‘s of niiMS's, ami a million 
|h*opl<‘ haN<‘ Immmi liUideied lionielcss,*’ 

4’li(' esi iniate of the loss ih almost sta/JT^tM and. Sii . tli** a tion of 1 he 
(lovcM’iiment has Iksmi rathm' st‘\<‘rely (‘litn-ised. Tins cstim.ite talliCR 
with that of the unofficial oi^ain/ation foi r»‘li«'f hcmhal h\ t>ur distin- 
jifUished count r\ man. Sn Ihafulla ('hamlia Ron. who^e name will always 
be n'lnembered b\ bis ^:jiateful e(eintr\ men . 

Wbmi th(‘ Distiict Magistrate estimat(»s the loss at about four erort's 
(»f rujHHVs, wliat ha\t‘ the (loverumeul done U) alleviate >Mffenn|^s uml 
jjfive the suffertMs a fresh start in life’" From the re/n ai i/no/j/c issued 
on the 11th OcOiln'r, we find that the (ioNt*rnment have pnouled for — 

(1) gratuitous relief — Rs. 2t),tK)0; 

(2) charitable relief supplemeiitary to the above and required for 

such pur]H)ses us rebuilding hou.ses that have been des- 
troNml, tlie jnOvisinn of clothes, etc. — Rs. 54, (MM) out of the 
balance of tlie (^n clone and MidnajK)re Relnd J unds; and 
(d'l agricultural loans — Rs. 0,10, (MM). 

So that tlu' aimnint actually given for gratuitous relief does not exceed 
Rs. 20,0(M) for a million j>t‘ople rendered homeless. 
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When we consider this, we t aiinol help adnnttinfj- that in this matter 
Government have la^j^ged t^ehind private orfiraniisalions with the ivMilt 
that discontent has Ikm'!! ag^mivated in the country, anil thom' who revel 
in it have been allowed to steal a march. 

I consider it unfortunate that the Hoirble the Minister for Affii- 
culture was prevented b> illness fiom isM'sonallv in?.p«‘i tin^^ the de\us- 
tated areas and attempts ha\e not U*en in.ivh' to create one i enlial oryra- 
nization under the (iovernnient to afford lelief to the sufleier>. 

In these matters, Sir. it is Imtter to he < vtruxa^^ant tlian to he [mi- 
simonious, Jind though the (fovernment is not a ehaiituble institution, 
it can, at kuist, afford to In* ^^*nen>us in preventing human Mifferin^ns, 
fniiii fliMuls *uid famines- (udl them visitations of I’roMdem e it you 
like. 

1 wish, Sir, that the llon'ble the MemlMM- had come to tlie ('ouiu'il for 
a sum far in excess of Rs. d(),<)(Kt. Jlut a** it w, I ha\e \ci\ jricat 
jdeasure in sui>jMirtin^ the ]Uoj*osal that a sirii ol R,-* .’lO.tMU) he anted 
under “ 4d. — Famine Relief and In'^uianee *’ ioi jj;iat uitmis leliei. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: i huNe ver^ orient plea^.uie m 
siipiKUtin^'’ this demand ftu' Rs JtO.tMK), and 1 am son \ that a laitrer 
amount has not Ikumi deinaiidiMl It is |M»ssil)le that this max Im* ilue 
to the present finain lal st iinirem x , but 1 do not heliexe that this is 
for an\ xsant of sMiquitlix 1 was iheie duiin^'' the floods; 1 s]H‘nt a 
couple of daxs there; and whom did I find!^ mx most esteennsl friend, 
Khan Rah.nlur Kmaduddin Aiimed, wutkin^ day and iiijj’ht, 1 felt 
a //eniiine j>leasuie I xxish otlier (haiinn*n of dislin t hoatds were half 
as ent}lUsl;^^tn as mv esteemed fiiend I touml the Disfint Maj^istrate, 
Mr Reid, takiti^ the keenest intete‘<t, ^'•oin^' over tin* W'liole place and 
doni^^ exei \ tinner The yamindats xxeie also flieie; I also found xatious 
pnx ate pat t ics Maiwai is. Hindus, N! uhammadans, « o-ojx'ialoi m and tion- 
eiKojHM'atoi s, Tliex xvere ^ixin^^ relief to anv extent and workinrt >u 
iHM-fei t harmonx Well, mx esteemed friend, the Kumar Saliih, has 
complained of xvant of eo-oidinatioii If there was aiiv lai k of eo-ordina- 
tiori, it must U* due Ui the fact that mx fneiid x»ho Was said to at 
Renares at the lime j»i>ssib]y tliou^'ht that, saxiu^.^ praxers at Renares 
in aid of liis tenants at tliat time wuiuld U* more IxMieficiaJ ti> his 
tenants 

Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Tie quite wron^^ I 
was in the villa^re at the time. 

BNbuBURENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is a f^reat relief tome to find 

that 1 was wron^^. 1 wish in all smh similar^ < a,ses I wmiild Im* wnuiff 
ag^ain. There is no reason to think that iM’cause m\ «*steeTned fiienr] was 
nut there, therefi>re, evervthin^’’ was ^oin^ wronpr and evervt)iin|f xxas 
inj^ to the do#rs. However, now is the time to jrive asHistanee. To 
thoiie who ran afford to rejiay, money rnav lx* triven for recoTisf ru< t ioii of 
boufH*H on loan, to others it should be ffiven as charity. 7'his is just 
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the time for Government to give help and I think this help will have 
to he given for some time more. I am grateful to the Hon^ble the 
Maharajudhiraja Pahadur of Burdwan for making this demand and I 
would have k^en still more grateful to him if he could have made it 
Its. GO, 000. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I had no mind to speak 
to-day, hut as ohservation was made hy tlie Kumar Sahib I think 

it my duty to say som(*thing about it. My own village and I myself 
had to suffer a good deal and the jounie\ whnh I eould otherw'ise have 
done in <S (u* 10 hours 1 had to p<Mform in 44 houis with great diffieulty. 

I saw' w'ith niy own eves the sufferings of the peoph*. 1 do not admit 
th.’it (lovernrnent did not do anything, and at the same time also I do 
not admit tliat the zamindars did all they <*ould and did evervthing f(/r 
the suffering people. M\ friend, the Kumar Sahih, makes a distinction 
between tin' head of (iov<‘rnment and the I)l^ttnt ^fatristratc'. T do 
rnd follow' him. 1 know' full w(dl -and tin* F\umar Sahib himself admits 

that Mr. Ib'id, tin* District Magistrat(‘. went to the locality as soon 
as h(‘ h(*ard (d tin* floods. 1I«* did his h‘vel best foi- lu'lping the sufferers, 
lie asked the zamindars to come to his In'lp. and so far as T kjiow In* 
did not meet W'lfh ready responsi* Howe\er, as rt'gards this grant, 1 
think Its. .40,000 is not sullicii'nt T do Tiot agre<‘ with the TTon’ble 
tin* M(*mb<*i' in chargt' when In* sa\.s that the wlnde amount mav not be 
necessarv I think more than tliat would be necr>ssaiv. Tf ln‘ nn*ans 
to sav that as there are other r(‘lief committees and the\' hav(' raised 
a bilge sum and s|H*nding it for the relief of the suffen’is and on that 
account t iovei iiiuent help for gratuitous icln'f will not be nei essarv 
to tin* extent of lbs 40,000, he ma\ be ))artlv light, but I do not think 
that 1?s 40,000 in a matter like* this is siiHiiient. 4'h»' (iov(*rnment 
connuuni^fiii will its<df show that about 10 lakhs of }>eo]de are affei'ted 
bv this flood There is gieat need for lu'lp and tin* time is coming 
w'ln*n more in*!]* will b<* necessarv for medn al n'li»'f and for hel]*ing the 
]ioor cultivatius in |>urMiasing cattle, bshb*!', and also s(*ed. Gratui- 
tous relief is also necessarv. As there w*ill be a g*‘neral di.scussion fo- 
moirow, and as the Pn*sident is also of o}>ini(*n that this mav be «'on- 
venienth discusse<1 to-moirow, T reseive mv comnn'iit on thi.s matter 
for to-morrow, but for the ]>res(*nt ] can sav that Rs 40,000 should be 
granted and Government should be prejiared foi s]x*nding more. 

KKan Babadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to support 
the motion of the Ifon’ble the Maharaiadhiraia Bahadur of Burdw'an 
that a sum of Bs 40,000 be granted for famine relief. It baa 
been said bv Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray that the officials did 
not do, or the heads of <le]*artinents did not <lo all that was desirable 
in this connection. 1 mav sav without fear of contradiction — and I 
think it will be endorsed bv those who are acijuainted with facts and 
figures, that the offieiak were verv prompt, so far ot any rate as iny 
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district of Rajshahi win corMcrncd. It was on the 2()th of Septcmher 
when all of ua, includjii^ Kishcm Rahu had left for our Piija holidars 
that the flood (Hcurred. Who was the fir.‘<t [n^rson to ffo to tlu* place 
It was the District Ma^^isfrate, Mr. Reid, who, m ord«*r to to Suiita- 
har, had to swim acioss tlu* fltwMlrd portion and in fait we found him 
HI a t>it!ahh* condilion of licalth «}ien ho came hack to Rampur-Roalia. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: 1 t<. a isdat of order:’ Is 

this relcNaiit to the matter under disi U'.'^xm Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ft IS not sfrntK iele\.int 1 am allowing the 
Klian ]fi^ha(]ui Ism aiise seeiimin^K lie is iu^t liirvennj^^ on the Irorder 
line, and I pull him uj> as •.oon as he t ios..e‘« ih<‘ Inuiler. 

Khan Bahachir Mauivi EMADUDOIN AHMED: M..v 1 ]uo<e,d 

further ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \ <»U inuN . hut ]'lea'*e eonic to the point aUtl snv 

'‘(Uiictlmi^.r alMMit the sum that has heeii trianled foi at luttiU" lellcf. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: It u .s ^Mihu> tm 

ilavs that the flori'hle Sii Suiendia Nath Hauer jea • aiiie down lioin 
Darjeejin// to the tl<Htded aiea 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You <;in sa\ vomellnntr iil»out the llon'lde 

Ministei’s visit to-nioiiow and it will I-' non h nioie applopiiat(' then 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: ! ..n s.n that the 

t io\ e? ftinelit ojh< luU ha\e ^^ot the m.ittei well in hand .nul this opinion 
will he (Uidor'.ed h\ maliv others win* weie aetualK oii the spot 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: We an not < on 

eerned with tlie question whetlier the otht laU d d titen work <u m-t. 
or whefhm- the Distrnt Ma^nstiate went to the spot to allevnite the 
siifferintrs of the jM-ople, or whetleu the head of the deonrtmerit of 
tioveinmeT't Was t| Villi' to look Otto the matter. Imt the (pie‘*tion before 
tin* CouTKil is wlietlier Ks ‘UhfHKt slnmld he trianted or nr»t If we ate 
satisfifd from tlie e\ideni<‘ and from the (onditiori of the haalitv tlirit 
.‘»ueh 7eli«‘f oiiiflit to he }.rMen we should u-tanf it iit oroe witlnnit .'ifiv 
hesitation Now, tlieridoie, let us sec what is thr* (onditnui of the 
area for whridi the relief is a'-ked for t)\ tin* IffUi'hle the .Nfaharaja- 
dhiruja Ifafiadur. 

Th(‘ flfSHl wliich swept over North Heiii'al fins left frelnnd a mass 
of wieckaire. T}u‘ flvxtd in its mad caH*er has carried awav pvervthiTi^ 
Ix^fore it Never witliin liMiii' memorv liave the jK'oplc exfs*rieiiced 
such u <levasfat inp and lu-ar t-iendini.: scene' I fiave tio jH^rsonal 4*xj)**ri- 
enre of the hav( c wduh h the fl<M)d has raused. Imt from what I have 
gathered it is quite clear that thf* pe«»ple of the arw wdiieh has heen affec- 
terl fry the flood are sufferiro' incr<*<lifde tniseries. The houftes hav<* fieen 

9 
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Kwept away, the roofs lia\e been carried away, the stock of lice and 
otht^r foo(i-K‘‘‘L»s has disappeaicd. The pri^Ln and padd> -fields were 
coriveitf'd into orn* vast slieet of w'atei. The cattle, poultry, and other 
domestic animals ami birds are no more to be seen. In fact the 
entile aiea jjiesents a desolate and dreary apptMiame. The ptnijile 
}ia\e heeii lenden'd homeless, {oveile‘'S, and penniless. I hey have 
^ot' no jihice when* to hide the'! heads or a moisel of food to eat oi a 
bundle of stiaw to feed then (attle. I think the (ondition of the flood- 
stiicken aiea and of the inhabitant*- is woi^e than that of the ateas of 
h'lance and llelj^ium uliith had been deva‘«taled h\ the (leimans. ^ et 
we find that the Hiorble the .Mi'inhei in (haie'c in onlei to allevjate the 
HU flei i7ij:,'‘s oi su( h untold niajjn it ude ha*- <h-inanded a tiifiine amount of 
Ph. dO.OOd. I be^' t«» submit that this small amount is ijuite inade- 
()Uat(^ repaid liein^ had to the immea'-ui able mi^'eiics and tlie suffer- 
ing’s of this vast area w hieh extends o\(‘r the distnets of Ka|shahi, 
lioe’ia, Palma and Dinajpui 1 think that H.ihii Indu Phuslian Dutta 
binu|.rhl forward his amendment in oidei to raise tlie (1is( u>sioii aiol 
in mv ojiinion he has done well in pointing' out the abs(>1iite inadnjuaev 
of tin* amount ITidei all theso eii ( unist a iiecs 1 bmr to supjHut the 
motion foi’ the ^^mnt of Hs dO.OtlO 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: In risinj^r to support this motion. 1 should 

like, with \our ]iermission, to entei a slioim piotesi asj'.niisl the sjieeeh 
Tnad(‘ bv Mr Suhia\vaid\ In that sp**e( h he used anv stok he could 
find to beat the (iroeinment; that is to sav. he U’piesented that the 
ollicei.s of (b)\einment, inclmlins^' the local otliceis, utue l alloiis and tliat 
th(‘\ took no notne (d the siifTerin^s of the ]M‘ople So. 1 wish, as the 
imuuber who I’ctuesrmts the local ofli( eis of ( io\ «Tiiment in this ( oiineil, 
to sa\ that the im|uifed mot i\ e is a dcliber at e lie 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afiaid I must ask tin* member not to make 
use of an expression of that kind. Hr* should withdraw and substitute 
it b\ solin' otlier <'\pii*««sion of a milder character. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: 1 withdraw that ('Xprcssioii and I will say 
that those imput<‘d moti\es wert* unjnie 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: ]> untnn* ' parliannn- 
tar-y P 

Mr; PRESIDENT: T think that ma> be allowtsl to pass T thought, 
howcM'r. that Mr. Travers was ^mirijr to say sometliiri^^ about frigid 
and ('alculated. ( Taurprbtcr.^ 

Mr. V^. L. TRAVERS : Y«ni will see. Sir, that in , view' of my ixrsi- 
tion as tin* representative of the bx'al otheers In tliis rmincd, T cannot 
let such remarks j>ass unebulleiifred. It is well known, and vou have 
heard it your'self. what tire meml>er,s of the district in this Council 
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including Babu Kishini Muban (luuiilhuii have siaid aUmt Mr. Reid, 
the ('olleotor of the district, wlu) did his duty in a most tn^ditublo 
luauner. And 1 wish to assui lato ni\.s(df with all that has luH*n said 
in sujiporting the inution fi»r the grunt. 

Th€« Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I am latlier >(»n\ lh.it Halm Indii Rhushaii Dutta did not 
,sj)t‘ak on till' suhjt'i t ; foi uith <lur ilrfeii'nie to the ruling of th«‘ chair 
1 think the rest of tin' gentlemen weie ^el\ iie.ir the bolder line 
of bringing in a gmeial di'.i ussion on tin* ijUi“.tion of giatuilous lelief. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Not quite 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I I.on to \oui luling In this loniieftion. 1 think il 
woidd be best tot me to a\oid a gonoi.il dis< imsion to-day. in \ lew of 
the l;ot that tlnue ale no b*'". than ie..o| ut loiis on the agetid.i to- 
niojuov, some of iheni ot touisr lolatmg ti. the .ip|toiut men! of a 
(ommittee. and (-thms (oveiii'e' ihis \ei\ (im-stom, and 1 do md think 
th.jt It would bo n:.dit io! meo'thei lor\h.iust m\ aiguiuents ti>-da\ or 
to lepo.tt what 1 m.t\ h.i\« to s,i\ lji-molti*w oli the sultnal But I 
should like to pMOit out to m\ itnuds. who h.iNe siippoitod tin* giant 
whnh I ha^e a-lod joi. ih.it thoie is a M'tf.iin amount of misi oiieep- 
tioli as to what ^.Matuitoim ieb<*f means (ii.itiiltoUs relief is \erv 
difb'Ti'Tit from what is eonswh'ted .is otdifiatN < h.irit.ihh* relief t’liari* 
t.ihh lel’of MuMns. annu o its m.if \ fuiotions, .issistam*' in thi* lecoii- 
st r m t ion ( d h n t ^ Now. in the < ase of gratuitous relief, it is onI\ given 
in the -};apc of immediato i<*licf to alle\ i.ite dislioss am! subse(|uently 
of odii'f to (upharis, widows, aiid tin* infirm, who <aiinof he given iinv 
othei kirw] of odiof W’oll. Sir. in this (ontn*(lion. I know a gieat ileal 
of iiifiMsrii has he*!, IcM'lhn! at rrn* foi in\ saving that Government is 
mole OT less a lajsifiess {»*m**in. but irist**ad of inv taking u]i tin* time 
ot tin* f duiiM i] with anv defen(<**n( that j>*i)nt 1o-<lav. I w mh to read out 
all extra* t from the sji^-eeh debv* ie<l liv tlie Iloii’ble Sir .l(»hn Gumming 
.it a meetinL' of tin* ihuiLMl I agi'-i.it i v e GoUio il held on the l^tth \<ivem- 
lai . !!iGt. in (oniieition with Hood ri-lief 1 think that sums nj» e\a<‘tly 
wiiat the dutv of (boenine iit |s with legaol to gratuitous r»*lief -- 

'Ifie s*>((>rui |M*irit !*■ \ erv inifKutjint, narneh . t))*- te‘*<’‘«‘irv for an npj>rer mt jon 
tif tfie hrriitatioris <ui tin- ex|s n»liti)r»* f»y t f-rtunent of rtioney lMdoni.'ini^ to tin* 
Slate, nrel here mo must f iivo reoi'irs.* to pi nn (pi#.** I/«‘t iis in tlie firht pla<e 

♦•xnnnne M-htUh.er llie relief of dihtri'ss *H(ftM*inis! by a nulurrtl •nlamit** ih eova-red 
hv any i4 th*' rdijefts f*»r mIiu)! eiuliK*‘<i .‘states nr** rnainf.iirnHl We have the 
HUtInjrity of .John Stuart Mill that (ioM-rnment m.iv lake uj*«)n itself arotlnni' r^-allv 
irTij>*irtant to the K#neral int**o*^l ; and we lia^** a loni; rnnue of auihontien frruti 
Hobh« and Fi#>nthnm down t<i President WiKon of the present da> f'jr the pro 
I>*>*utiiin that one of the min’htranl duties of the State in the rare of the de*»tittjte 
If thesf* pnipofiitioriR ar* i'pt#sl it h.a**. m tt'e M»f*ond filace to Ire ronsidensj what 
limitatioDJi there are on Mieh exjienditure, nameli, on the ejijK*nditure of HlnU* 

If A 
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ftinda for the relief of diotreas. Here we are dealing with the position in India. 
Portunateiy, the whole question of the delimitation of ex{)enditure on the rt4ief of 
jiaireas between Btate funds and private funds has been more clearly enunciated 
in India than in any western t-ountry For an examination of that principle #e 
need not go further back than 1H78, when the correspondence bet teen the 
Government of I<«c)id Lytton and the Secretary of State, who was then Lord 
Ofatlbrook, it was Htntc*d that Government is rcaponhible, as far aa may be practi- 
cable, for the Mtvjiig of life by all available means in its pcjwer. The same “pTin* 
ciple had b«!<*ii enunciated pie\iou8ly in Great llritain in the GTras that every 
eiviliaed society finds it necessary to provide that no ja^rson shall perish for want 
of the bare necessaries of ev’stcmce. At the same time English uiithoriliea laid 
down a clear distinction between State relied and privatn charity. I'hia principle 
was restat’d at the time of tlu great 1WIG-P7 famine by the (government of India in 
the following words “ As «e iia\e said we accept ns onr own the resjxinaibility 
for saving life. Hut life once seeured, our refi|»onKihility to the afllitled ceaaea and 
bur responsibility to the tax-paying ptihlic liegins. 

If in for iliiH ro.MpoiiHihilil y of (ioveniiiiciil to fho afflicted tliut I 
riHk fliis g-raiit of Uh. df),000 for flic needy and the divstifufe. Pji fill 
now we have hihmiI Rh. 20, (MK) on fliiH neoie and that is why in the 
dejMirf mental meinoranduin if was sfafed that the wliole of the 
Its. Of). 000 might not he re({uiied for that jiarfieular kind of relief. It 
was not, however, piif in in any sen.se of eallousne.ss on the jmrt of (lov- 
erntmoif ; hat on tlu' ealeuluf iolis of actual iisjuiriMmoits that may lie 
iKwsihle, 

With regard to the cjutvstion as to why (tovernmeiit did not o|H*n an 
All-Ih‘ngiil Fund for eharitahle relief, ! shall resiuve my rernurks for 
to-morrow, wIumi it will piohahly Ih‘ <• 0111100111(^1 upon hy different 
speakers. I hojK‘, theiefoi<‘, in vi(‘W of mv explanation as to what 
gratuitous relief means, that this amount will ht* voted without further 
discussion. 

1’he motion of llahu Imlu Bhushan Ihitta was then put and lost. 

The original (hunaiid that a sum of Ks. .‘10,000 he granted under 
ihe head “ 4d. --Kaniiiie Relief and Insuninee ” for gratuitous relief, 
was then [mt and agreed to. 


Adjoummafit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
21st Novemln'r, 1022, at the Town Utdl, Calcutta. 
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Pr^^pngg #1 tiM Bengtl Ligisfaitivt CbuhoiI aiMiibM umlm tiM 
provisioffis of the Covernment of India Aet. 


Thb Council met in the (’ouncil ChuinW in the Town ITnl], CAlmitta, 
on Tuesday, the 21 st Noveinhei, 1922, at r.u. 


Present: 

The Hon’hle the President in the Chair, the four ITon’hle Meml)er8 
of the K^^e^itive (.’ouncil, the llou’hle Minister for Kdut^ilion and 
94 nominated and elecU^d me in hers. 


Starred Queetiona 

(to wtnoh oral answers were given). 

Culverts and bridges on 8ara«8irajganJ Railway. 

*XX|y. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the llun'hle 
the Minist(*r in charpt* of the I)e|>artinent of Public Works l)e jdeaml 
to state whether tlie (rr>vernineiit are considerinff the desirability of 
asking the authorities of the Sara-Siraj^anj Railway tf> construct more 
culvfMts and brid^j(‘s alon^ tin* said lin<* in placeH wdiere conj^estion of 
water p*nerally takes jdace? 

(h) What IS tlie uvera^^e measurement of a culvcH on the said 
I ail way ? 

(r) Is there any rule re^ardinp the (>jM*nin^'s which sluuild liu 
made in a mile? 

(d) If HO, has the nile Ihmmi strictly folh^wed on the Sara-Siraj^anj 
Railw ay ? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART. 
MENT (Mr. G. C. Dey)S (n) In re^trd to what are known as 
** accommodation works, r.f/., culverts, hridjfes, level crossiuffs, ei<'., 
the Governor-General in rouncil, not this Govenmient , has i»r)wer under 
section 11 and the ftdlowinjr section'^ of the Indian Railways Act, IM90, 
to requisition such w’orks as he mav deride to necessar>\ This 
Government ran only invite the attention of the Goveniment of India 
to their requireijients. The (jnestion of dniinajre on this line of rail- 
way is about to ho i n vest i fra ted by a spf'cial offic4*r apr»oint^d by the 
Railway Board, and the Government of Ibnigal will wait for bis rieporv 
halore taking further action. 
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(h) The average measurement of a culvert depends on the span and 
(he height, and culverts are designed to meet the particular requirements 
of the locality. 

^ (c) The numlier and size of openings which should be constructed 

in a mile depiMid (*n the number and size of waterways or drainage 
lines Crossed l)y tlo* fj.ilway concerned and must obviously vary accord- 
ing to the nature of the country traversed. 

(d) lu view of the answer to (c) above the question does not arise. 


Allotments for relief in flooded areas. 

•XXV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the'Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Dejmrtment of llevenue (Land Hevenue) be 
pl(‘aHed to slate — 

(t) the total sum sanctiimed up to date by the (lovernment for. the 
relief of the iKn>j)le in the flomled areas; 

(n) what aniouut has ]>een allotted as “ gnuits ” and what as 
“ loans ” ; and 

(i??) what ar<* the terms under wliicli the loans are being advanced? 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE I (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 

(i) and (ri) The following allotments have up to date* been made by 
Government for the relief of distress in the flood-affecteil areas; — 

Grunts for gratuitous relief --lls. 20,0t)0. 

Grants for charitable relief — Rs. 611,000. 

Agricultural loans- Rs. 4,24,600. 

Another sum of Rs. 2 lakhs will he sanctioned for agricultural 
loans. 

« 

The grants for charitable relief include a sum of Rs. 54.000 given 
from chui'itahle funds at the disposal of Government; the remaining 
Rs. 16,000 has been advanced by Government pending adjustment 
against charitable funds. 

(m) The member is rebuTed to the rules in the Bengal Loans 
Manual, 1,018, in accordance with whi<‘h the agricultural loans are 
lie'Jig issued; the rate of interest Inung 6^ per cent, jier annum. 


Appoifitments under Ministers. 

•XXVI. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER; (^) Will the Ilon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the De]wirtment of Lo<'al Self-Government l)c 
plenscMl to lay on the table a statement showing the numlier of new 
apixdntments carrying a salary' of Rs. 50 and upwards created and filled 
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‘up from the Ist February, 1921, to April, 1922, under the Ministers (save* 
and except the Minister of Education) mentioning their pay. the names of 
the holders of such appointments and the date of such apiwintmentsP 

<'h) Are there any siuh api>ointments cnnited which have not yet 
lieen fille<l up? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goodo). (/i) and (/>) 7'wo state- 
ments giving the re(|uired information are laid ou the Eihmry table. 


Sitting up of the Brahmaputra. 

*XXVII. Mr, S. M. BOSE: id) With reference to the answers to 
my jirevious questions on the subject, will tlu» Hon’ldc the MchiIhu in 
charge of tlie Department of Irrigation 1 h* pleased to slate what st(‘ps 
are IsMug takiui to imjirove tin* llrahmaputra near the town of Mymen- 
singli ? 

ih' Ale till* ( be erniiHUit consiih'ring (lie ail visahilit \ of emp]»>y- 
ing one of the dredg<‘rs lately imported from England, for tlie pur})ow' 
of <‘\‘cavating the river lied? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon*ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) The (ptestion 

of taking ohservations in ( (inneetioii with the .silling up of the river is 
(‘iigaging the attention of this (biv ernnn'iit . An estimaii' for flin 
(d)S(*rvat ions lias heen ealled for from the local rifTKaus and is nwaitod. 

i h) 7’h(' (pK'st loll doi's not yet aiise 


Report on the waterways of the Sara-SirajganJ Railway. 

*XXVIII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'hle 
the Member in ehitige of the Depaitmcnt of Irrigation In* jih'astsl to 
state whetlier the rejHirt regaiding the suffieieney of th(‘ Waterways on 
the Sara-Sirajganj Railway line has l»ec*ri examined by the Irrigation 
IVpartment? 

If so, when are the Dovernmeiit going U» iMihlish the said 

report ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (<i) A rough preliminary’ report has been received and 
a detailed report is awaited. 

(h) The question does not arise. 
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Visit to the flooded area by the Hon’ble the Rovemio Member. 

•XXIX. SHAH SYED EMDADUl. HAQ: (a) Will the Uon’ble 
the Member in ehari^e ol the J)e]»artment <>f li<’veuue (Land Hevenue) 
Ik? j)leaHed to Htate the date on which he reached Santahijir in connec- 
tion u’ith the recent floods and visited the aftected area and the date 
on which and the time at which he started for Daijeelin^^ from Santahar? 

(h) f’oi how many times after his first visit did he inspect the flood- 
stricken an*a, w'hf*n did he so inspect, and what was the duration of his 
insj)ection each time? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (a) ] arrived at Santahar on the niornin^,^ ,x)f the 9th 
Of^toher, and left foi Darjeeling,' at 11-1 p.M. 

( h) Tt was not necessaiN for me to insjs'ct the area a^^’ain, but on 
mv way down fmm Darjeeling' I saw tlu* local otlieto.s a^^ain at Santahar 
and discussed tin* situation with them. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Clubs in Calcutta oondncting lotteries. 

61t Mr, H. BARTON, (a) Will th^ Tlon’lde tlie Member in charge 
of the Police De|)artment be pleased to state whethei he is aware that 
lotteries an* conducted by various clubs in (’aleutta in ('onnett ion with 
the Derby and St. ]a*ger races run in Kngland? 

(b) Have the (Government any infoimation as to the names and the 
numlx’i (d the clubs conducting such lotteii(‘s*r 

(r) Are the clubs which conduct such lotteries e\en\|>t from the 
operation of section 294A of the Indian Penal Lode? 

(d) If so, what special conditions have to be met by clubs to obtain 
such exemption ? 

MEMBER in Charge Of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H, L, Stephenson), (a) to {J) I am aware that many clubs in 
(^dcutta pun sweepstakes for tindr members in (‘onitfM’tion wdth the 
Derby and St. lK‘g(*r races. (Jovernment have no list of such clubs. Tn 
no case have Government authorised a lottery, and the clubs in (|uestinn 
are not exempt from the o|H‘ration of .section 294 A of the Indian IVnal 
(h>de. 


Lady Prineipal, Bathuna College. 

62. Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deirartment of Education he pleaaed to state 
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wlifitber it k a fact that Government intend to appoint a lady not in 
Government aerviee ua Priuciiial of the Bethuue ('ollege? 

(b) I« there any reason for ap{)oiniiiifr an outsider in prefereneo to 
the claims of the ladies already in the serviee of liovernment in the 
Education Dejxirtment ? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware that there is a strong feeling 
amongst the public that the I’niuipal of the Hethune ('ollege should 1)© 
an Indian lady ? 

(d) Are the (Joverninenl considering the advisubility of ap])oinl- 
ing an Indian ladv-nicinlMT of the Education Department as Princi|M»l 
of the Bethune (’idlegeJ^ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tN 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) and (h) The member is referred to the 
n‘ply given to his question No. ot* on this subject. 

(c) Government are not aware of any such fivling. • 

(d) Tlie claims of Indian ladies already in service will 1 h' duly 
considered in filling up tlic vacancy. 


Improvements of ootton oultivation. 

63. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURYl (a) Will the 

ilotrhle the Minister in chaige of the Ihqmitment of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to lu> on tlie table a statement showing, district 
}>y district, tin* area of land put undcT (‘ultivution for the growth of 
cotton in lUlil ? 

{h) Will the Ilon’lde the Minister he pleased to slate whether there 
has h(‘en any aildition to su< h c-otlon-giowing soil in 

(c) Are th<‘ f Government considering the desnahilily of t4ikM)g 
any stej>s for the im[)rovement i)f cotton plantation in Bengal ^ 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan); (<j) and (h) A atuto- 

rueiit furnishing thf‘ information is laid on the Lihrurv tahliv 

(c) The member is referr»*d to the uiiswei to the starred (|UeHtion 
No. XXX asked by Bubu Nalini Natb Boy at the meeting of the Bengal 
IiC*gislative (^nim il held on the ^Jid .luly, l!l22. 


Union boards. 

64. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURM Will Uie Uon the 

Minister i.n charge of the Thqmrtment of 1/Ocal Self-Government lie 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) the area in square miles in which union boards under the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act haw* I)een established; 
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(it) the perrontage of Huch area U) the total area of the district; and 
(ill) tlie number of union com in it tees under the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act in eai h district which have been replaced by union 
boards under the llengul Village Self-Government Act, 1919 
(Bengal Act V of 1919)? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE; A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Transfer of pounds to the management of union boards. 

65. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: A\ ill the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the DeiKirtineni of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether the task of the sujhm vision of jKinnds and their income 
has l)e(‘n tiansfcricd to utiion hoards; 

(//) if the answer to (t) is in the atiii niative, the nuniher of union 
boards, naming their different distiieis, to which it has been 
transftM ri'd ; and 

(in) if th(» answer to (i) is in th(‘ negati\(‘, what is th(‘ reason for 
it not being transferred? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (i) The management of pounds, with their 
income, lias Iuhmi oi ill h<* transferred to union hoards in all districts 
in which union hoai'ds havt* l)(*en form(‘d except in the district of 
Noakhali. 

(n) and (i/r) A statement is laid on the Tnhnirv hihle. 

Indebtedness of tenants in Pabna district. 

66. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: (ut Is the Hon hie the 

Minister in idiaige of tlie Dejiartment of Agnculture and Industries 
aware that mnhdjtnts are much in evidence in most of the villages of 
the district of Vahna? * 

(h) Is the lion' hie tlu* Minister also aware that one of tlie caufies 
of the decrease in the ]>opulation of th«‘ district is tlie ever-increasing 
indehtiHlnuss of tlie tenants? 

(r) Will the II on* hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the nuinher of villages in the district of Babna ; and 
(it) the numlier of co-operative societies so far formed there? 

Mr, J. T. DONOVAN: («) The (L>veniment have no reason to 
doubt that mahajans are much in evidence in most of the villages in the 
district of Pabna. . 
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(6) Government have no information to this effect. 
(c) (i) There are 2,537 villages in the district. 

(t») The number of co-operative societies is 627. 


Pay and prospects of veterinary ofnoers. 

67. eabu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdI: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to stale whether any final decision has been 
arrived at a.s regards the pay and prosjx'cts of officers serving in the 
Veterinary Department? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: No final d<M*isiou has been arrived at. 


Expenditure on anti-malarial campaigns.. 

68. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in ( liarge of the De|»artinent of liocal Self-Govern- 
ment 1 h* pleased to lay on the tabh* a statement showing the amount 
that has Iwen s|M*nt, sim e he earne into otfiee, on ant i-malanal (‘ampaigns 
in each subdivision of the Vresiilemy, arranging' them in distinct 
groups, one under East H^uigal and another under West llengal ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: T wo statements showing the exj>enditun* 
during l!121-22 an» laid on the tabh*. I'lgureH for each subdivision are 
not available. 


Statrmrnt refcrrt'J to tn the reply tf> question .\o. />,V, showing the 
expenditure tneurreil hy (roeeminrut jor the di.st nhution of quinine 
to districts during the year 1921-22. 


West Bengal. 



K». 

Burdwan 

7J26 

Birbhum 

2,532 

Bankura 

\,im 

Midnapur 

2,707 

Hooghly 

... 4,7ri4 

Howrah 

544 

24-Parganafl 

... 6,828 

Nadia . 

5.080 

Murshidalmd 

... 3,700 

J eaaore 

... 2,820 

Khulna 

... 3,102 
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Eait langal. 

Hs. 

ItajHhalii 


... 1,833 

Iliuajpur 


... 2,068 

.)ul[)uiguri 


... 1,268 

Darjeeling 


517 

llangpur 


.rr 4,277. 

Bogra 


... 1,974 

Pahna 


... 1,268 

Malda 


... 1,880 

Dueca 


... 1,457 

MyineTisingli 


... 1:974 

Farid pur 


... 1,698 

Bakarganj 


... 1,692 

(’hittagong 


... 1.739 

Noakhali 


... 1,175 

Tipjxiia 


... 1,176 

Ohittagoiig Hill 

Tract* 

376 


Total 

... 66,909 


Statement referred to in the reply fa qnextwn No. 68^ shewing the 
expenditure on anti-malarial work, during Vd21-22. 


l.~.East Bengil. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Estnldi.shment enlarges 

6,284 

0 

0 

Contingent rbarges 

200 

0 

0 


5,484 

0 

0 

II.— West Bengal. 




(a) General — 




Establish me nt charges 

13,480 

14 

0 

Contingehii charges 

400 

0 

0 


13,880 

14 

0 
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(b) Bif h. Borers' Scb^tne — 

Establivshment chargi^a 
Contingent charges 


(r) Anti-niaJtirial schemes at Meeuglaa, 
Singarun-TojK)si, Haiika Valley nrul 
Jaugipur — 

Kjitahlishmenl charges 4 5 

(/U'ntiiigent charges 1 ,()<)() () U 


7JI7I I « 


Hi. a. P, 

1,800 0 0 
nil 

1,8(H) 0 0 


(il) Staff enipl()\e(l for the investigation of 
certain anti-innlunal projects in the 
Presidency — 

Estahlishment charges I) 0 

Contingent cluM^ges . . 1,810 0 0 

18,730 0 0 


(f) Calcutta Suburban Malaria Survey — 

Establishinent charges ... 22,770 0 0 

('ontingency . . 5,000 0 () 


27,770 0 0 
Gnind Ti>tal .. 70,642 2 6 


Inooma from now taxoo. 

60 . Mr. BlJOVr^ROSAD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department ot f'inancje l>e pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the revenue derived from the three hew 
taxes with compaj^tive figures of the previous year? 

(h) Are the Ootemment considering the desirability of raising a 
loah at present for sanitation or to meet the capital expenditure of the 
Pnhlio Works DeparitBeniP 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HoiPbla 
Mr. J. Donald): (a) The hgatres so far ae available are given below: — 

Bs. 

42,76,915 


49,66,812 


Increase 6,89,896 

Keceii)<H MTifler the (’ourt-fees Act, 1870, for l.Oo, 18,608 

1921-22 up to the ‘list October, 1921. 

lleceipls iinder the Oouri-fees Act, 1870, as 1,12,98,851 

modified by the llengal Oourt-fees 
(Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-28 up 
to the dlst OctoUu-, 1922. 

Increase 7.80.248 

Receipts under the llengal Amusenienf> 1,08, .500 

Tax Act. 1922, for 1922-28 up to the 81st 
October, 1922. 

Tlnue was no similar Act in force in 1921-2? 

(h) Till' (juestioT) of raising: a loan to meet capital expenditure on 
]nibli(' works is now under fh<‘ consideration of Government. 

Distribution of travelling allowance grants by districts. 

70. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the MemlK*r in rharjk’'e of the lli’|>artment of Finance lie pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that s<»me 10 or 12 years ago the^e was a system in 
vogue of making allotments of travelling allowances, district by district, 
atid of placing the same in the hands of tlie district officers for the 
travelling of Government officials? 

(h) What were the circum.stances or reason.s which led Government 
to alxdish that system ? 

The Hon’bls Mr, 4. DONALD: (/i) and (b) The system of distri- 
bution of travelling allowance gnuits bv di.stricts was discontinued in 
1912 when tliis item was provincialised. The old system necessitated 


Receipts under the Indian Stump Act, 1899, 
as modified by India Acts up to the Ist 
Augtist, 1921, for 1921-22 up to the 81.st 
Octoliei, 1921. 

Receipts uiidei the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, 
as furtIuM- modified hy the Bengal Stamj) 
(Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-28 up 
to tin* 81 st ()ctolM*r, 1922. 
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frequent applications for extra grants from local officers and the aavirijf 
in correspondence effected by the chang-e was considered to outweigh 
any advantage in the (ontrol of allotments formerly exercised by 
Government. 


Alleged kidnapping by Calcutta Coondae, 

71. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon ble 

the Meniln^r in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
wh<‘ther it is a fact that the ('alcntta (iooiulas have, of late, begun kidna|>- 
jnng little childien ijoiii roadside> for ulterior (dijectsy 

( h) Have the (loNerniiK'iit taken an\ steps to ascertain the correctness 
or otherwise* of this allegation ? 

{(') If th(‘ answer to (h) is in the* allinuative*. have the Gove*rnment 
ascertained liow many bo\s, up till ru»w. have he'eii kuluaj>lH‘d by the 
(loondas ami how man\ ot them ha\e' l>ee‘n n*scue*<l hy the |M>hce from the 
(■lutch(*s of the (looiida'^? 

{(I) What action, if aiiN, haM* the* (ie>ve*riime‘nt take*n or pro|H)S(‘ te 
take to supjiress tlu* js-st of (ioomlaisiu in Calcutta y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: in), (h) and (r) Govern- 
im*ni have nimh* im|Uint‘s Tin* alh’gation is rcpoil«*d to he w’lthout 
foundation. 

id) Atfention is in\itcd to the* answe*r gi\e*n to staiTe-d (juesiioli 
A'o XI asked h\ Mr Taut Hfiusan Hoy eluiing (he August session of 
the ('oumol arid also to the* (idorid.is Hill pulilished in Pait IV of the 
Oilcutta (luzcttc ui 1st \o\e*niheT, 


Education schemes on Council resolutions. 

72. Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEEO 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Minister in eharge <»f the Department of Kilueation Ih* 
pleased to lay on the table a list of the schemes in the Department of 
b^ihication referred to in resolutions earned or accepted by the present 
('ouncil with the ai>proxiinate r-ost for each ? 

(h) Of these schemes, how many and which have l)een given effect 
to and the extent to which they have lH*eii given effect to? 

(r) How many and which of these schemes have been held up for 
want of funds? 

{d) How' many and wdiich of these schemes do the Government 
not propose to adeept? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) to (d) A statement is laid 
on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unttarred question No, 72. 

The following resolutions were moved and carried in the Bengal 
Ijegislative Council during 1921-22: — 

(1) Kai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved a resolution that 
steps Ikj taken for preparing a scheme for the furtherance of vocational 
education and that practical effect be given to it as early as possible. 

A ('ominittee was, by Itesolution No. Idf'tl, dated Gth July, 1922, 
ap|K)inted to consider the (luestion. The Committee has submitted an 
nd intcrrrn re|H)rt and is under the consideration of the Director of 
Publi(; Instruction. 

(2) Babu Jutimlra Nath Basu moved a resolution repirdiiig the 
election of l''(‘]lows of tlie (^alcutta Univt^rsity. 

The resolution in an amended form was earned in the Council and 
a Bill is und<T prejiaration to give eft'e< t to it. 

(d) Uai .logendra (’hunder (ihose Bahadur moved a resolution that 
the formation of a Board of Education for the suiHuintmubuice of 
He<’ondarv hc1i(k>1s, gen<*ral and vocational, be cnitiiMl out without delay 
and that, if luMcssary, legislation W undertaken for cnrrving out tin* 
object. 

A Bill is under pr<‘paration in aci'ordance witli the above resolution. 

(4) Babu Uishindra Nath Sarkar moved a resolution that a coni- 
milt(y' consi.sting of two financial exj)ertH and two members of the 
St‘iiat(‘ and tliree non-official members of the Council be appointed to 
impure into and report on the general wuirkinj of the (^ilcutta Cniver- 
sity, in particuilar it.s financial administration and recommend such 
urgent measures or reforms ns may be necessary. 

The n*s()lution was carried in the Council. The Calcutta tuiiver- 
sity has submitted tlieir view^s on it and the ipiestion is now under con- 
sideration of (lovernnieiit. 

if)) Bai Dr. IlaridhaiCDutt Bahadur moved a resolution on liehalf 
of Dr. J. N. Moitra to the effect that the present age te«tri('tion of the 
Calcutta Universiy for api>earing at the Matriculation examination be* 
immediately removed. 

The i-psolution was carried in the Council and Government have 
f{»rwarded a copy of the proceedings to the Calcutta University request- 
ing to l>e favoured with their views. 

((11 Shah Syed Emdadul tTnq moved a resolution that immediate 
steps he taken to introduce rharktt and hand-spinning in every aided 
and recognised institution. After di.«jrussion an amended motion was 
agreed to. This motion was that schools of anv cla.ss wishing and able 
to introduce into their curriculum satisfactory courses in charka and 
hand-spinning .shall he permitted to do so. 

A copv of the resolution ha.s been forwarded to the Director of 
Public Instruction, Bengal, for information and necessary action. 
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MtlMMiit opsritioiit in (hi flood^ilfiolid arit ol Bogra diatriol* 

73. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFiZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

Will the Hon ble the Meniber in charge of the JK'jwrtnieiit of Hevenuo 
(Laud R'evenuo) l>e pleased to say whether the (ioverunieiit are oou- 
sideriiip the desirability of stopping?, for this year, the Settlement Ojiera- 
tiniiH in the 400 scjuare miles in the western side of the Hojrm distrw't 
where a larpe iiiiml)er of the i>eople are at present homeless? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It has Ikmoi deruhnl that st'ttli'ment work in this area 
shioihl he jKistjKoied to tlu' end of .lanuarv There is. however, a little 
work iiroeeeftin^' on the frinp-e of tlie affec ted area, hut it is underslooci 
that the inhabitants do not object. 


Drainage system in certain parts of Pabna. 

74. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon hh tiie 
Menilau' in eharp«‘ of the IK’pai tiioMit (»f Irrigation aware* tliat the eul- 
ti\;(tio!i of certain aralde paits (»f (In* thanas Atphaiia, Sara and (’hat- 
iimhar in tin* disuict of I’ahna is hemp retaided for the* want of a ]>io- 
]»er draiiiapi* system? 

(h) hat action, if an\. are the (iio’ernment takinp in this matter? 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN ! ui ) (ioV(‘rnment have no infcmniatnui. 

( ) d’he (juestion does not arise* 

North Bengal floods. 

75. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: toi Will the HonTde the 
M«*mher in eharpe of the Dejiartment (»f Heveinu* (Land lL*vemie) lx* 
pleaded to state — 

(i) whether he i** aware that Sir Bradford Leslie has stated that 

the reeent floods have no f'onnerli(»n with the railway lines 
ill North Henpal ; 

(n) whether it is a fac t that durinp the reeent floods in North 
Benpal water Uinp on one side of the railway lines was 
not of the same level a** the wafer on the other side; 

(itt) whether it is also a faet that the flcMxl (»f HHH also showeri 
similar phenomena? 

(h) If so, are the Governinent eonsiderinp the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of Sir Bradford I^eslie to this? 

(c> Is it in the contemplation of the Gorernment to make an impiiry 
into the matter of oft-recurring flooils. in North Bengal during recent 
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yearn by a tee of Ex|ierts, both officials and non-officials, and to 

devine wuvh find means to prevent such recurrence? 


Tha Hort’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (u) (i), (») and (m) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(r) The nir*rn})(‘r is lefcrred to the replies to starred questions 
No. XVI (r) and (^/) asked bv ibibu Faniudralal l)e. 


Alleged differential treatment in the matter of licenses far fire* 
works of Indian and foreign makes. ^ 

76. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
tlu' M(‘nibci‘ in cliar^^c of the Department of ('omnieic(‘ be ]>lejis(*d to state 
whetliei it IS a fact that, in (’ulcutt.i, the deaho's and manufacturers 
of small iridi^»‘enous firt*-\voi‘ks, sucli as. < rackers, s(|uibs, etc . are com- 
{M‘ll(‘d to tiik<‘ out a licensi*, while the dealeis and imiKirtiU’s ol similar 
articles of fonM^ni make enjoy exemption fiom sucli license 
(/f) What are the reasons foi this difl’erent lal treatment ? 

(c) Are the (^o^ernment ('onsiderin^*' the desiralnlilv of puttin^^ a 
stop to tins diflerential tn*atment ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): (u). (/;) ami (f) No such differential treat- 
ment exists, I'h(‘ membet is ndmred to rules 11 (n), do and 

of the Indian Kx'plosives Ifubxs, lIM-l. 


NON-OFFICIAL BU8INE88. 


A 

Motion for Amendment of the Standing Orders. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): I (all on 

l*!’(d(*ssoi S Mukherji to imne his fiist two motions asking for leave 
to anuMid Standing tlnhus Nos. (i and T tsettions 1 ft and . 

1 would jvunt out that Shah Syt*d Emdudul Iluq has an identical 
motion' to the first motion of the Frtdessor, but under section 40 
(Srandin^: Order li'i) his nudion will he deemed to be withdrawn. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: With your permission, T hep leave of 
(he Ooum il t(» move the followinp amendments of Standinp Orders. At 
(he end of Standinp Order b (O, section 19 (i). the followinp shall be 
add«‘d, xis!., except in (he case of resolutions of which memln^rs have 
indicattnl their first priority and whirh rtmuiin undisixised of at the end 
of a session, such resolutions .shall, unless withdrawn in the meantime, 



1922.] 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING (m)EHS. 


m 


be carried over to the next session ami shall, toj^ether vrith any amend- 
menta thereto of whu h notice has Uvn ^iven, Ih' set ilown for tliscussion 
for such date or dates available for non-othnal business in the ordinary 
course of time and shall be piven preiedence to the resolutions to Im' 
balloted for for that session. 

After the words “ from time to time in the Stamiin^ Order 7 (iO, 
section 22, the following shall l>e a<lded. ri:., “ except as pnivided in 
sub-section I, of Standing Order ti.” d'he amendment of Staiidinjr 
Order 12 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Onh the first tu»>, pb*ase. You can move the 
(>tlH‘r tw{> la^er on. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: Ac ioidin^r to the system now in vo^Ui‘. 
those re.solutions ot which iiiemlx'i k liave iiMlicattMl theii tiist piionty aii' 
hall(tt<si tor, but at the end of tin* session all the uutlispoHisl i»f 
fiist pnontv r(‘solulions lapse At tin* next srs^ion these lesohitions 
are jait into the melting |*ot alon^ with othei first prnnilv resolutions 
and luav t^* the bettoin a^ain. and in this way a ineinbi'r ma\ never 
;ret a ( hain e of inovint: his resolution however important it mav la 
And that is actuallv the c.isc now Take No M> b\ Maiilvi 
A K. I'azl-ul Haq. No ol bv Mr. Staik, N(». oS b\ Hahu Satis}, 
Ohandiu Mukhai|i. No (id b\ Mr .1 OaniplM*!! I'orrester. No !t7 hv 
llai lo^^’endia ('hund(*r (those Hahadiii I have oiilv mentmneil just 
a few; there an* other ^‘solutions aNo. Here an* iiutst ini|ioilant 
resolutions which an* haiittinji' fire foi months to^o*tlier. and jf tin* pie- 
sent syst4*m continues. tln*se gentlemen mav nev«*r p*t a chaine 
According’ to the juesent .svstem. one member mav g’et a dozen chuiHfs. 
another member not even one 'Fins is sun*iy unlaii and unjust 
Acc<»nling to m\ amendment the undi''jM>sed of first prioiitv resolutioriM 
of orie s(*ssi()n will take piecedeme at flu* next .ses.sion and this H<*eurcs 
a fail' chance to everv m(‘mber. There is anothei hitr advantage. 7'lie 
('oui'ci) will hav(* the most inifsutant resolutions taken up all the time 
B<*fo?e .Hemiing in nnv resolution, memliers will pause twice ami think 
of the im|)ortance of the resolutHins, ami thev will think it their dutv 
only to send in notice of those resolutions whiih are of r(*al imtHirtanee 
to the ituintrv ami to the jM*ople. With these lew* remarks 1 lM*g to 
move amendments Nos. 1 and 2 which an* conseipiential thereto. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor S. C. Mukherji hiu* a.sked leave to move 
the following two amendments; — 

Amk.nomk.nt OF Sta.vdix; Ohokh tJ d) [smtion 19 f/)]. 

“ At the end of Standing Order 0 (/) fsettion 19 f/)j the follow- 
ing shall l)e added, viz. : — 

‘ except in the ca.‘»e of resolutions on which memlMTs have indicated 
their first priority, and which remain undi.sfwaed of at the end of a 
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He«flion. Such resolutions shall, unless withdrawn in the meantime, 
« be carried over to the next session and shall, together with any amend- 
ments thereto of which notice has been given, be set down for discus- 
sion for such day or days available for non-official business in the order 
in which they stand and shall be given precedence to the resolutions 
to 1>© balloted for for that session.’ ” 

Amk.ndmknt of Standing Order 7 (2) [section 20 (2)]. 

“ After the words ‘ from time to time ’ in Standing Order 7 (2) 
f H<*ction 20 (2) ), tin* following shall be added, viz. : — 

‘ except as provid(Ml in sulvseetion (7) of Sbinding Orher 6.' ” 

The member ask.s for leave. Is tiiere any objection to leave being 
granted 't 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I object 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: I object 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Objection has Ihmmi taken. Will those members 
wlu> MUjUKirt pleasi* rise in tbeir plac(‘sV 

[More than thirty members rose in siipjxn't.J 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The nsjuisite number having stood up, the mem- 
ber has the leav(‘ of the House and his motion.^ will stand refen ed to a 
S(‘h*ct (\)mmitt<‘e in acc'ordam'e with section 100. Standing Order 01. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 now call upon Trofessor S. (\ Mukherji to ask 
llu* leave of the House to mo\e tlie other two lesolution.s which stand 
in his name. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I now move an amendment of 
Standing Order 12, sectidn 24, and — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think it will be l>etter if you move the third 
now, and then move the last one by itsMf. 

Professor 8* C. MUKHERJI: At the end of Standing Order No. 12, 
section 24, the following shall Ix' added: 

“ Prb\uded also tliat no member .shall, unless he has obtainf*d the 
special iHunilssion of tlie President, be j)ennitted to .send in notice of 
more than 10 (pie.stions during one session of the (\)uncil ” 

In this amendment. Sir. I have moved that no memlH^r should send 
in notice of more than lit (piestions. In the jwe.sent session, notice of 
dlO tpiestions has lieen given, of whieb 120 have come from one meml>er 
alone. 'Ihese 120 wen* in time; there were 65 more which were out ( f 
time. If they had been re(‘eived in time he would have had 185 queJ=- 
tions in bis name. Government departments all over the province are 
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(icctipipd with the task of answerinjr questions. Whut is the result? 
Questions are not i)ro|>erly answere<l , im|Mirtant Hills me not fortheoni- 
in^r; solid work is not lieinjf done, and this leads to puhln- iliseontent. It 
is high time that we should set imr House in ordeK 1 have not suggested 
anything which (‘un by any manner or means W regarded us curtuil- 
ment of {wipiilar rights. My amendment, on the other hand, if finally 
given effect to. will ensure a most fair and legitimate exercise of such 
rights. With these few remarks I l>eg to move this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor S (' Miikherji has moved tliat at the 
end of Standing Order No. 12 (section 20, the following shall 
added, viz. 

“ Provided ol'^o that no menilHT shall, unless he has obtained the 
siH'cial jiermission of the President, Is* jM*rmitte<l to send in notice of 
more than 10 (luestions during one s(‘ssion of the ('ouncil,'*. 

It is necessary that the Professsor do obtain the leave o'f lh(‘ ('ouncil. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 object 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will tin >sc members who su|qK*rt, phuisc nsi* in 
their places? 

[More than thirty nienilK'rs rose in supjxirt. ] 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tlie niemlKT has the leave of tlic llousr His 
motioij will, therefoie, stand lefcrrcil to a Select (’omnntlee in .iccord- 
unce with section 100, Standing ( Irdei til. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will Professor Mukherji now move the last 
motion that stands m his name? 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: 1 move un amendment of SUmding 
Ctrder Od (section 70) After Standing Order Gd (section 70). the 
following shall be added, viz 

“ Provideil also that no memUT .shall, unless he has obtained the 
h|Mn ial jM'rmisHion of tin* IVesideiit, 1 h* jM*rmitt<*d to seiol in notice of 
more than three resolutions during oin* session of the (’oumil.” 

In this ameinlment I have sugge.sted UinM*. J i-onsider this tc> l>e 
amjde. It is simjdy ridiculous that one memWr of the ('ouncil should 
»end in something like GO re.solutions. On this very list one memlier 
alone has jmt in 4G resolutions — one-fourth of the t4>tol numWr of 
resolutions on the list. Surely we do not wish that one member should 
monopolise the whole time of the (’ouncil. We want to give a fair 
chance to every memlier. His Excellency the (lovemor wantn this 
Council to }>e a model (\miicil. This meau.s we must l>e thoroughly 
buaineaslike. We shall lose the confidence and resiiect of the public 
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if we thiH (’ournil into a debating club. A large number of 

reHolutioriH rneunH waste of public time and energy and waste of public 
money too. With these few remarks I beg to move this amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Pir)fessor S. (\ Mukherji lia.s moved that after 
Standing Order bd (section 7(1), the following shall he added, viz.: — 

“ l‘ro\ided also tliat no nuunher shall, unless he has olitained the 
Hjiecial |K*rmisHion of the President, be jM‘rmitt(‘d to send in notice 
of more than three resolutions during one session of tin* (’oiincil.” 

Does any member object to the leave of the ('ouncil bein^f given? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : No (dijection being raistsl. the inember has the 
leav(' of the House, and his motion will stand ief(*rjt*d to a Select 
Pornmitl<H' in accordance w'lth section lOO, Standing Order Ol. 


Amendment of the Bengal Village Self-Covernment Act. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introiliice a Hill 
to aiiK'nd the Bengal Village Selt-(lov(‘iniiient A(t, lltlb 

]1«' spoke in Bengali in .supjKut of his motion, a translation of his 
h|K‘ecli IS as fidlow's: — 

'rh(‘ Bengal \’illage Self-(iov<‘rnment Act was passed in PtlJb Some 
of the niemb(‘rs might be taken aback at the i(h*a ol thi^ amendment of 
an Act within s<i short a s|kic(‘ When the Itill was ]>a.ss(‘d into laW', 
things weie not what the\ seem now (hicumslalices have since 
clianged. and we must keep j»a<e with them 

It IS emineiitlv desiralde that for the words “ Distiict Magistrate,” 
in clauses 2 and Id, tin* wau'ds “ (’haiimaii of the District Ifoard, in 
I'onsullation with the District* Magistrate or a juTson authori.sed by 
him ” should lie substituted. The Magistral** of a district is almost 
invariably a KurotH-an, ami he cannot, therelor**, be fully cognisant of 
the local conditions It is tiue theie ait* certain Indian magistrates, 
but geiieraJly s|H'aking, tln*\ are so limitml that I think it is ahvays 
lad ter to give a wider scojie t-o the (list net lioards in this regard. As 
n’gards ilause d, I have suggested the in.sertion of two jirovisos at 
the end of chiiise (/u) of sub-section (/) of the existing Act. An 
o|>]>ortunity should be afforded to the president or vice-president of a 
union board, who is removed from office under selcion IG. to explain 
the charges preferred against him. He should metd any charges that 
might have Ikhui brought against him and should have a right of 
apjieal to the Hou’hle the Minister in ehurge of laxal Self-tirovernment. 
So far as elause 4 is coneerned, I think, the magistrate should have 
an advisory board in dealing with matters under section 21 of the 
existing Act. The Inmrd should lie conifiosed of members elected, one 
fnroii i»A(*h tliana or ten or more union boards whichever is deemeH 
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pn-oj^er. It is hardly neiessary for me to enter into details here. The 
reason is obvious. In reg^ard to elanse 5, I think section should 
include the removal of the pla^rue of the water-liMo inth, and this slmuld 
be made more *ijK'(‘ific in the Act. A** to clause* (>. it is very ilesiiable 
that the services of the kahinijts, Juikims and hoimeoptithic practi- 
tioners should l>e ju'oviiled for in the Act. In claust‘ 7. juovision is 
made for the reinovul of otticers and ser\ants b\ union boauls and for 
pivinp- such ofhcers and servants the ri^ht of aj>iMnil to the di'^trict 
board. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A’ou must brini^ youi rcniaiks to a dost*, Shah 
Sahib. Yo« lia\e had your ten nnnutt‘s. 'I'he next s<‘ntence must lu' 
the last one. 

The Shah Sahib, ho\\ev(‘r. c(mtinui‘d s|M‘ukinjj^ althoufjh as he said 
tlie President had ^iven him “ a warnin^r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was somethinjr moi(‘ than a waimn^^; it was 
a siij^’i^'-est ion that \ou should sjs'ak one scntt*nci‘ hhmc and sit down 1 
tlniik \ ou liaNe said all that is necessary You ha\e Inol \oui ten 
minutes 1 think \ou ha\e said ail that >ou wanted ti> sa\ , 

Shah S\'ed Kmdadul Ilioj has movetl for leave to intiinlmi* a Hill 
tf> amend the Heti^»'al \ ilhi^'-c S<*lf-( »o\t‘i nim*nt Ail, Ptpt Doc" any 
member object to Icuvf* Ik'iii*' j.rivenr' 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 obje. i and 1 

want t4» sjH'ak a few wonU 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You can make a statement, but it must be \4'r\ 
brief. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I 1h to op)H>se 

the Hill. It IS a ixirtial improvement on the old Ai t It is netessarv 
that there slnnild be a full in(juir\ on the subject ami the suj:^o*stionH 
which have b<M*Ti made in the Hill are not. in my humble opinion, 
Hutisfactors . I notice. Sir. that tlu*re have Immmi several resolutions in 
this session for the appointment of a committee rejrardin^r aimMidmenU 
of the old Act. My humble submissiim to the Council is that tluH 
Bill nhould not 1 h^ jxissed at the pre.s«*nt stajro as further information 
is wranted, full disi-ussion is to be made, ami then the Hill is to lie put 
liefore the Council. It is unneiessary to into the details at jrresauit, 
but I shouhl onlv jir>int out to the ('ouncil the subject erf tbin apjrropna- 
tion of the roiid cess for the Irenefit of the unions. Now if this arnonnt 
is taken from the district board, the dintriel board will Im* non-exist* 
injf. There nhonld also 1 h‘ coiresjiondin^ improvements in the Bengal 
lior'al Self-Government Act: unless that Act lie taken into considcTa- 

tion alonj? w ith the present Bill, there will 1 k‘ an anomaly in the adminiH- 

± i:__ At.. i .1 x ni'ti ac • ^ ..i 
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HUgf^eHtioii which has been made in the Bill) which appears to me to 
tni extraordinary, namely, that certain officers who have been apl>ointed 
under tin? Act and who have certain powers to deaJ with are considered 
to he jM^rHons who have no powers to deal with certain functions which 
have Tint l>(*en provided in the Act. These [Kiwers would be considered 
an anomaly a^fani. (iojn^^ into details it will be noticed by the Council 
that the vice-juesident is to he removed by two-thirds of the members 
of the union hoard and a su^^ts^tion is made in the Bill that this is 
to 1 m) nd'erred to tlie ilon’hle the Minister in charge. This, in my 
opinion, is an attack on the principles of local self-^^overnment and then 
tlie memU'rs of the union hoard will lx* c()nsid(‘red jwrsons who cannot 
<l(‘al witli their own affairs. 7'here are many other detail.«i* which I do 
mil W’ish to hrin^ to the notice of the Council, Ix'cause 1 have a limited 
time at my disjiosal, hut a casual ix*rusal of the Bill shows that an 
attempt has been made to impriive on certain matt<*rs Tiejrlecliiiff others 
which are of greater imjKiitance than what are indicat(*d in the Bill. 1 
therefore, Sir, ask the |H»riuission of tin* Council to op|x>sc tins Bill. 

ITie motion was then ]Hit and lost. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ('ouneil wi^ll now take the ivv^ohitions 
printed in the apjMMidix to the list of hiisiness. 

I’hen* are 18 resolutions with regard to tlu* recent ffomls in Bengal. 
I proiKise first to call on Bah^ DelxMidra Lai Khan to sjieak. 1 intend 
to resjH*ct the fortune of the ballot, 'rhen Hai Hadha Oharan Pal 
JJahadur will lx* eall<*d u|Km, and then Shah Syed Enuiadul Haq, Babu 
Dehi J’ro.sad Khaitan and then Buhu Indu Bhushau Ihitta with his 
amendment, Bahu Kislion Mohan ('haudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
HufiKur Uahman ('haudhun and two otJiers standing in the name of 
Bahu Iiidii Bhushau Dutta. and then Bai Mahendni ('handra Mitra 
Bahadur. Tlwe remaining resolutions will he dtH*med to be withdrawn 
as they are fully eovered by these resolutions. 

Kumor SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: On a {x^int of order, Sir. 
I refer to tJie resolution standing in my name, and I submit that it it 
not eovered by the other resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think tiie Kumar Sahib will find that ail he 
wants done under the resolution standing in his name is covered by one 
ol the resolutions standing in the name of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 
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Kimrnr $HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I point out tiial 
under your rulin^r Buhu Imlu JUiusbun DutU will have ihm* motiouH 
in Ilia name and one member eannot move three amendments ^ 

Mfa PRESIDENT; I have already proMded for that rontin^ency. 
Babu Indu Bhiishan Dutta will move his first ameiulmeiit. He will at 
the same lime be I'alled upon lo make one eomprehen.sn e s|H‘e< h ('over- 
ing his other two resolutions. He w’lll not be jK‘rmitted to make three 
sjieeches. He will make onl\ one spiaHh. So that ]H)int i.s quite 
covered. 


Withdrawal of reaoliition. 

The following r(*solution whnh stood in the name of BalAi DtdxMidru 
Lai Khan was. in the absence ol tlie iinunber, <lccmt‘d to bt‘ withdrawn: — • 

“ This ('oiincil it'connncnds to the (tovtuiiiinmt that a rt'presenta- 
tne conference ol Bengal zaininduis and other non-otliciaj exjierlH lx* 
at once c'oiivened for discussing tlie (juestion of the chronic state of 
tloiKls in Bengal and to suggest remedies.” 

North Bengal hoocN. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 beg to that tb)(S 

('oiiiKil lecomiinuids to tlie ( iiivcrnnient that a <oininitU*c of ofli< lals 
and noii-ofiicial s be api»ointe<l to iiMpine into the « .lUsrs (d floods in 
Noith Bengal and to ascertain tin* <‘\tcnt of damage dime to < lops and 
j»ropertn*s and loss cd lives in the trail oi the <*ountr\ aff(*cl«*d b\ the 
floo<i and the measures taken to alleMate the inisen ami liistress ( ansed 
to the |H‘ople and what furtliei stej»s .should be taken for that puriHise 
and ahso wdiat m<*a.siiies sbouhl 1 m* tuk»*n to prevent or m]nimiH(* the 
flooding of the areas watered by tin* ri\erH in the Bresidem y of Bengal. 

It is ne<*dless for me to give a lengthy narration of the devastation 
caused by the HcmkI in Northern Bengal. It is w<*ll-known to the (iov- 
eniment as well to the ineinhers of this ('ouncil and lo all otheis. 
Suffice it to sa\ that the area has Ikhoi practically devastated accorrling 
to the opinion of one who is not a member of our community, but a Euro- 
pean gentleman, who has taken iijxin himself the philanlhrojiic task of 
visiting all the places and working for the alleviation (ji the diatn^sM in 

the tract^ T mean Mr. Trotter. He says that the area reHembies Northeni 

France and Belgium. Therefore f Ixdieve the gravity of the situation 
i» fullv realized by the (fovernrnenl, while public opinion on this matter 
is almost unanimous that it is largely due to the ohstruclions caused 
by railway embankments which have Wn run throughout the country, 
blookinir the natural waterways of the land. In this ronneetion, I find 
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u coinniitlcc to iiujuiie into the question of the railway emhankinents 
Ufwl whether sufficient waterways have Ihh'H provided or should be pro- 
vided \\ith a view to averting such calamitie.s in future. Altboug-h I 
aril ^r.itefiil to th(‘ (Government for takini^ that step in resjionse to 
public .o[)inion, J may be |>ermitted to mention one fact, namely, that 
the (io\einm(Mit machinery seeriiM to move ratluT t(K> slowly nowadays. 
It was in 1921, or some time Iw^fore that after the flood in 1918, 
that the people inhabiting the locality which has l>een worst affected, 
na!nel\, Adanidi^hi, presented a memorial to the Ajfeiit. Eastern Bengal 
ItailwaN, throii^di (he Collector of the district for sufficient watei’W’ays, 
brul^'-es. and cuIvimIs to be provided at that jdace. The reply of the 
Maiia^’ei or the A^noit of the Railway (’ompanv, which litis In^en ])ub- 
lished in to-daN’s news|>a|H‘r, shows that h<‘ did not consider that these 
were iH'cessai v because in his opinion there was no obstruction of natural 
draina^'-e in that sfsd. As fate would have it, and if is an irony of fate 
inde<‘d. that i'' exactly the sjsit w’hich has Ihmmi baldest bit b\ the 
reciMit fliKwl However, 1 am j^rbol to find that this inattiT will be taken 
up bv (he coiiiinit tee which (lie ( tovernm(*nt projM>s(*s to ai>]S)int. Rut 
at the saiiu‘ lime 1 think that the distress, thi* iniserv, and the untold 
sullerin^'‘s, wIikIi have lieen caused to the people in Northern Ren^’al bv 
the (d)st ruct ion of the waterwavs ar(‘ factoid whii h must be laid at the 
doors of the iail\\a,\ aiithorit i<*s, and 1 am informed that in this mallei 
the \oic(’ of the |)eople is unanimous in demanding'* from the (Government 
su(ti< i('nt repaiation foi the injury and damatre dom* to the pe''p1e 
Riiilwaxs ar(‘ not within th<‘ jurisdiction of a local (io\ernment The\ 
are controlled b\ the (Vntial (lovernim'nt id’ India, which (h'rives the 
re\eniies from the railwH\s; and I think if it is found aflei iiiNe^tiirn- 
tion as it has been ascertained on non-idticial imjuii\, whnh. 1 ho)H‘ 
will be borne out b\ (dficial imjuir\ - that the distri'ss was caused b\ 
tile railwMN embankments ami for want of suffii ient brnlf,res, waterways, 
and culveits, thi> ('ouncil thiou^h our (iovernmeiit should approach (he 
(GoveriinuMit of India for^ sufficient reparation to the poor jieojde of that 
part of the eountrv In fact it has lavu su^j^’ested bv an iuninent law- 
Ner a memlxM of our communitv representing^ a part of Reiipil in the 
lm|H'rial .\s.sembl\ - -I mean Mr .1. ('bowdhurv — that a case can be made 
out a^’^ainst lln‘ Secretai v of State foi* damages on behalf of the affe»ted 
iHuqde. f^ir^ the feidinj; very reasonublv nins hi^Hi and 1 Iielieve that 
ill this matter <me (‘\|>ects the (fovernment to act much more svm|>athe- 
tiealh I ha\e useil these w^>rds for the r(‘^ison that although we are 
supposed to ]ia\e entered an era of Reformed Government. T yet see the 
phantom of the old fuireaucrat i<’ regime still lin^rerinp- in the hori- 
""/on. This committee is not onlv to g'o into the< ({uestion of obstruc- 
tion lausi'd bv the rniUvav embankment but also should examine the 
other question, f.c., the extent of damages done, the extent of miseries 
and distress, the amount of relief that has Iuh'ti jariven and that is still 
required to be ^:iveIl, and all questions relative to the flmxl and tb« 
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havoc caused thcrehy. That is the and suhstaucc) of iu\ reso- 

lution. 1 do not kn(>w if that resolution will meet with favounihle 
response from the (iovernment, hut I ma\ sa> this at om'e that in these 
days when the (hIio of non-co-«»|H*ration is fading- away and I ho|H* it 
will liefore long^ melt away comidetely . the (iovernment .*.houlil not stand 
aloof and non-co-oiK*rate with the jKHiple. We kn(»w v<*r\ wtdl what 
ea^rferness and effint aie hemg sliown In the |XH>])le to eo-o|HMate wilii 
(roveniment in tin* matter of relnd wt>ik in the Hooiled trail, and I 
am gdad to find that this lias Keen recogni/.eil and ai’knowh*dged In Ills 
Kxeellency the (iineinoi himself. I ladieve it would he i|iiite in ki^'p- 
ing- with the fitntvss of things if an in<|nirv into the extent of damage 
'done and th^(*xtent of distrt‘S.s l aiised atid the nunisuies taken and should 
he further taken is also initiated In ( iovei imuMit , and a (nmmitt«*e of 
officials and non-officials is also a|»j>ointiMl. 1 do not know- the js*rsonnel 
(d the committee tliat will h<* aj>{Hunt4Ml to go into the iinlwa\ (|m>' 
lion, I ho|>e I am wrinig, hut 1 fear it ill i-ontain only experts e 
know \ery wi*ll (hat the tcim " experts ” t imtains a duhioiis meaning. 
If il IS composed entuclv of exjK*rts, the im|Uirv ma\ he confined to 
men (‘onnei ted with the railw,i\ Hut 1 think in these davs of popular 
(iiNerniiKMil It Is iHMessar\ to ha\e la\men in the committee who aie 
con\(‘rsant with populai wants m that fiait of the country, and 1 am suie 
then siM'viies will h<‘ of gieat benefit (<► the countrn I think, (heie- 
foie, that the (io\eninient would do well to ac< ept the residutiofi W'hirh 
1 h.i\e th(‘ ho’ioili to phue before the ffoUs<* 

Hefoie I sit (low II I ought to a« know ledge publn 1\ on behall of 
ni\ countiyineii the splendid sefxi<(‘s that ha\e Immmi leiideied b\ the 
non-official agencies headed li\ .Sir I* (’ Roy and others m that tract 
Sir, a young man. a biilliant gmn of Hie rniversity, who 
came out with fly i iig colours at the c(»mpetitixe examination of the 
Indian (’ivil Servici* in I'ingland has devoted his ls‘sf energies 
to the M'rxiiavs of his suftVnng fellow-eouiitrymen in that jnirt 
(d (he coiinfM Those who have gone over that ftael, (hose who haxe 
s<*(>ri the miseries of (Uir C(Uinlr\men theie, aie all slniek b\ the scdf- 
saerificing work that he is eariyingon in tin* b'eth of all diflii ulties 
At the same time I thinh T sliould he wanting in my duty if I dr» not 
acknowleilge the woik that is Isdng done bv the ( ioviunment officers 
iti this connection, notahlv l)\ the (’nlleetors of Hogra and Uajshahi. 
1 have a.sk(*d for the aj»|>ointment of a committfu* n<d nicrelv to go intr» 
the (]iiestion of railways hut also into the (jiiestnm of damagf‘s done and 
to the extent of distress ;ind the aderpiaev or imulecpiacv c»f relief that is 
now being given by this (Jovernment and bv the rion-offieial agencies and 
other cognate matters ndating t-o the floo<l. for thew* nuiMfins Hpecially 
Imcause it is w^ell-known that a circular letter, which has been published 
by the Colliudor of Baishahi. emphasises the fait that fJovemmenf relief 
not (adequate, and further the rollector has appealed for more non- 
official belt) in this work That shows that there is need and scotk* for 
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c(wjj><^ratK>ri })etwe^n the Government and the {People, and I am 8ure 
that thiH inquiry, if it is conducted by mixed committees of officials 
and non-officials, will t)e such as to inspire public confidence and also to 
stimulate public (xi-ofieration, and public philanthropy and to enable 
tli(^ pu))lic to know the extent of the distress caused and the amount of 
relief that is still necressary. I have nothin^^ more to say. May I 
hojH' that this resolution will commend itself tr> the (Government? 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recom- 
mends to th(* Government that a committ<:«4‘, of whom twfvthirds shall 
Ik? non-fficiuls, be appointed immediately — 

(a) to in(]uire into and report on the causes of the recent floods / 
in North Bengal and nearer villages of Comilla town; 

(h) to recommend such steps as may lie necessary to prevent the 
recuiTence of the devastating effects of su(“h fl(K>ds in Bengal; 
and 

(r ) to in((uire into and report as to what means should be emjdoyed 
to helj) the i>eople of North Bengal an<l nearer villages of 
('omilla town who have been affectinl by the flood until siicli 
tinH‘ as their (to|>s re-appiuir and normal times return. 

He sjKike in Bengali in sujijuirt of his resolution. The translation 
of his speech is as follows: — 

Tli(‘ famous Persian bard Sadi Shirazi has sung Bam Af/am A cate 
K(th l>if/ar f’nd, which means that a man is luit a jmrt and ]>arcel of 
nnntiier man. Th(' maNim inqdies that the ulude bods of a man 
IxM'omr^ painful if a singb* pait of it i.s hurt. Similarls. if a particular 
country or a jnution of a countiy is inundated, tin* iiihabilarit.s <>f (Uhei 
countrie.s (aiinot hut f(‘el for the peopb* thereby affected. 'J’lii.^ is, 
Sir, human nature It is, therebue, tliat I have* put in this resolution 
with a yievN to deyis<* ways hiid imsins for the jirevention of the recur- 
nuM'e of siK'h a dangerous ill in future. In moving my resolution I 
shall 1 k' brief as tloue an* several members in this House to-day who 
have sent in similar notices of resolutions. 

My friends’ rcs(dutions are ('oiifined only to North Bengal, mine 
ineludes “ nearer villages of (\unillu town ” also. Almost every year 
the distrist j>f TipiHTu is .subject to a heavy cataclysm, and the i)eople 
of this distrii't have ne<*essarily to encounter the dire consecjuences. 
Tip|>era is flmKled this year too. There is no embankment on the river 
Oumti and on the A>sam-Bengal Railway line. This is the chief cause 
of deluge there. 

The recent fltxxls have seriously told upon the lives and proi>erties 
of the people of North Bengal and Tipjvra. It is now incumbent on 
tis to see that normal conditions are soon restored in order to place the 
[HM>ple in a jxisition to revive their agriculture on a satisfactory foot- 
ing, to build up their habitations, and to restore equilibrium in their 
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walka of life. The sum of Ks. ^lO.CKK), whirh the Government have 
earmarked for this pur|iose, is certainly tcM> scanty a sum. We hear 
every day from the (lovernment side that money is tight at j>resent, 
that the Government are effecting retrenchments in all diivctions, ami 
that they are trying to stabilise their financial situation. At the same 
time the (iovernment indulge in glib talk that they .secure the safety 
of the i>eople, protect their interests and look after the Incs of the 
dumb millioii.s, wlio have no hearth and home But when the iiuc'itum 
of luxurie*^ in the .shape of [wilatial buildings ami furniture, »‘tc,. arises 
funds an* forthcoming in abundance, and, lo and liehold ! only Hs. MO.tKlO 
for the amelioration of ilie misenible condition of the floo<l-sf ricken 
people of N^irth B<*ngul The mass starve and tlie few gorge, 
is this justice? Is this humanitv? 

'file Bengal Legislative (’ouncil in the jue-Heform da\s l(M>ke«t ujH>n 
the |H*ople of Bengal with a kindly eve Tin* grants which' th<*v made 
in matters like this were liheral The preH«*iit (’ouiicil, although com- 
posed of large-hearted Government officials. I must own. is always 
hampered in its discretion and cannot, therefoie. do full justice to urgent 
demands of this description. T woubl. however, beseech the Govein- 
ment that some i-oncessioii 1 m* ma<le for the relief of the sufferers in 
North Bengal and TipjM*ra. and f hojM* ami tr'ust that the grant will be 
substantial 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I beg t.> move that this rouncil 
recommends to the Government the immediate ap|>ointment of a c<uii- 
mitte(* (on whiih heal non-officials shall 1m* adeipiatelv represcnt<*(L to 
inve.stigate into and rejM'irf ujion — 

(n) the causes and iM*rmanent remedies of the frecpient flood in 
Bengal ; 

(h) the nature and extent of the damage done to the jM*oph* of the 
province bv the recent floods, and the amount and nature 
of coni|i»*n,satif>ii and relief to 1m* jKiid and given to the 
sufferers ; 

(r) the apjnrtionment of resj^msibilitv on the Bailwav Adminis- 
trations. the Provincial Government and tlx* municipalities, 
district boards and local bfmrds afid other bodies and the 
res[H*ctive amoiint.s />f comfiensation. if any. pa\able by 
them ; and 

(//) matters inc idental to the AckkIs generally and the distress caused 
thereby. 

In moving thi.s resolution T am not forgetting that the Tlailwav 
Board have appointed an engineer to investigate the relationship of the 
floods with the railway embankments, but that is not enough for the 
aimpile reason that the question of relief and the liafulitv of the Kail- 
wav Administration and the Government, and other bodies mentioned 
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in rnv resolution, will not he f^one into by that officer and consequentiy 
we cannot afford to forget that the i)eople have not much confidence in 
the Government. The recent affitatioii that ha.s been earned on, the 
nunitier of articles that have ai>]K*ared in the newsirtifiers expressinjf 
their (liffidence in the conduct of the Government in regard to the 
flood should lead the (iovernrnent in their own interests, to the 

(•o-()|H*rjition of non-officials in this matter' for a full inquiry. The 
reason why 1 ask that loral mm-otficials sliould be adecjuatelv represented 
on tlu' committee that I am asking for is this: those who have prac- 
tised as lawveiH know that although tlieir clients are laymen still I 
belie\e they, in a certain manner, are able to make suggestions which 
arr* v(*ry valuable even to the ex|»ert lawyers. Man\ cases<*ai'e decided 
on rnat^Miais brought and ofiinioris ex])res.s<‘d by laymen and there is no 
leason whatsor'vei why laymen .should not be able to do sufficient 
servici's, very valuable Her\i<'es, in regard to th(‘ matter of an inquiry 
of tills kind. Secondl\. inasmuch as mv resolution does not reiiinie 
imjuiiN onl.\ as to the question <d I'ailwax embankments or evi*n tlie 
embankments on distiict board roads but also an iiKjuiry into dhe 
distress that has been i-ausml and the r'elief that shoidd be given, the 
local non-officials will In* able to r'(‘mb‘r valuabb' sen ice in that iri<jUir\ 
on these matters, It is well-known that local non-officials feel vei\ 
str'ongly on that point. It is they who liav(‘ suftVri'd. It is tlim 
countrymen who ha\i‘ suffered. It is .their friends arid iclatnes who 
ha^e beiMi subject to the rui.series caused b\ these ffooiK and, Su'. I 
h(>|M' that the GoverniruMit will seek the co-ojH*i at ion of ha al non- 
officials in a matt<‘r of this nature on which tlnu’e is so imn h finding 
in the countrv. M\ residution di\i<les itsrdf into several parts ami 
they art' quite <d»\ ious I'hc first is tin* caust* and |H‘imam*nt remedies 
of the IrtMiutMit fftMxls in Bengal. So far as the causes ait* com tuned, 
tIuM’e IS ample e\ itlence before us to rnakt* out a jn i mu fucic ca.se that 
tilt' railway ernlrankimuits and tht‘ embankment^s of distrn t and local 
boaitls havt' contributed to a large t'xtent to the ffootL that have caused 
such tlc\ astat loll in the pro\ince aritl that tht*y must, be |H‘rmanently 
remedied. Whatever the immediate relief givt'n, wht'ther sufficient or 
insufficient, it does not inattt*r, adtM|uate step.s must l>e taken to ensure 
that sricli floods imn not occur in future 

Then 1lu‘re is the (|uestion ^f the nature and extent of the damage 
done to the |H*ople of the province bv the i*ecent flotKls, ami the amount 
and nature of conurensation and rrdief to be jmid and given to the 
sufferers Whether the floods have really bt*en caused bv thr* embank- 
ments or by tlu‘ mistakes committed b\ the exjXTts, whether of Gov- 
ernment or of loc'al bodies, it tloes m>t matter, but the |it»oyde who have 
suffered must be com|XMisated— those fx'ople who do not know how to 
rontinue their lives after this devastation must be amply eo in |ien. sated. 
I have received amph* evidence through representatives of the Marwan 
Relief Society to prove that the i^eople have not a farthing even 
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to buy seeds for the next season’s croi^^; p«‘ople have not >rot (he means 
whereby to live until the next harvest, and have no cattle to plou^^h 
their fields. How are they to live uiiles*< adequate relief is ^»^j\en to 
them y It is a matter in which (ioNeininent oujrht not to .stand on its 
legal rights or the general princijdes of jurisprudence. It is a t[in*s- 
tion of life and death to the |)e()i>le. and I hope (tovernment will not 
lag Udiind in a matter of this nature, hut will I'ome fol\^aIll to i*o- 
ojKoate with the puhlu in t (>ni|>ensat ing and relieving the sufTciings 
of the |x*ojde who liKik to them not onl\ for protection hut also for 
lielp in time of disaster. 

'riien. Sir, soine amu.siunent may he caused liy (he thinl jnirt of my 
residiition, \^iich relates to the apjxirtionment of res}>onstiiilit\ on the 
Railwa\ Admin ist 1 atioiis, the Provincial (ioxernment and the muiin i- 
palities, district hoaids and local hoards ami other hodics and the 
le^js'clne annmnts of coni|K‘nsation , if an\ . jmxahle h\ them 1 may 
sa\ that I ha\e not sent m\ lesoiution without a <lue fe«ding <il 11‘spon- 
sihilit\ 111 the matt*M. ( io\ enmitoit or the Hallway .\dnnnis 1 rat ion 
or tlie di-'liict or local hoanK mav stand on their Ieg 4 il nglits. Imt 
those who admini-'ter the Hailwa\s etc ought to know how such a 
calamitv slumld he met It is a question whether the cimversion ol 
the meti<‘ gauge into hioad gauge and the consequent heigliteiiiiig of 
tile ?ai)wa\ emhankmerits dot's not hring the iailwa\s within fh»‘ pm- 
view of tin* law Hut whethei the Hailwa\ Ailminisltation other 
iMidies ( ome w ithin lh«‘ puiNiew of the law or not. it docs not matlt*r. 
The whole of India has In'iietifed h\ the railwa\s, fhi' wlede of India 
has hemdifcd h\ the cheajmcss with whieh the railw'a\s havr* been 
hiiilt iK'iaiise of sufh( lent cuUeits not liaMiig been provnled. and it i- 
now foi tlie w lioh' of India to jray !oi the miscr\ that has been caused 
to the jx'ople h\ tin* saim* t'liihankments \V<* know of cases ih 
India itself w lo'^re sjiccial legislation has licen [Kissed to giant com- 
pensation and ridii'f to jieojde in lases of a sjn'idal nature, we know of 
cases m the Ihinjah and Hornhav when mobs caused disaster to the 
IH*o[)le. whi'ii imdis caused destruction to (io\eriiiiient jinijN'it les, and the 
jK'ople were made t<» [)a\ It is now’ for the (lovernment to j«i\ Ikm k 
the [K'ojde what thc\ Iiunc lost by the mistakes of then officers and 
so-called exjx'its. Then* lould l>e no difficulty in jmssing a Hjx*cial 
legislation at h'ast for the eoinjiensation of (he \erv [xior [x'ojuje. 

Whether the s|>ecial legislation for the purjiose of comjx*nsating 
these jHior jieople is introduced either in the I^i'gi.slative Assemhl\ or 
in this (’oumil. T doubt not that jM'ople who are able to [wiv will not 
grudge the contribution that thev ina\ have to pay to com|X‘nsate 
these |H>or. Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Kay was \eiy vehement in Hay- 
ing yesterdav (hut the zamindars had done their duty; Imt fxnqde and 
the firess sa> that they have not. However, that is a question, if 
my resolution is aceepte<l, to W derided by the committee as h) what 
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rontribiitions should bo levied to ameliorate the very miserable condi- 
tion of the jieople who have been the victims of these floods. 

With tliese words, I put my resolution for the acceptance of the 
(Vuincil. 

Mr, PRESIDENT, Before I call ufK)ii Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
to niov(^ tlie iiineiidnient standing in his name, I would request him 
to make otk* c(jm prehen si ve si¥*e(‘h which will cover his amendment 
and also his other two resolutions. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: T have Wn asked to move my 
amendment as well as the resolutions in tin* same speech. “ T hope you 
will kindly peinriit me to take advantage of the 30 minutes which is 
ordinarily given for the mover of an original motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We will see how you get on. There is no 
knowing wlmt you can say in 15 minutes: you should try to finish 
within the allotted time. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: 1 move, by way of amend- 
nuMit, that, in tin* r<*Molution of Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan about floods, 
the following amendments be made, namely: — 

(0 for the words “ on which local non-officials shall 1 m* adeijuately 
repres(*nted ” the words “on which theia* shall he some 
non-(»fficial memlaos (»f tins (\uincil and who h shall co-opt 
an ade(|uat4* number of hnad non-otficials in (onmn-tion wdth 
local investigations” be substituted; 

(ji) in clause after the word “ (aus(*s ’’ the words “ immedi- 
ate preventive im*asures “ be inserted; 

(tu) in clause (51, after the w’ord ” floods” the w(»rds “ in North 
Bengal, Tip|>erH and elsewhere” be inserted; and 

(ir) in clause (r), after the wonK “ other bodies ” the words 
and iHirties ” be inserted. 

T siqqiose I ought to be pleased to learn that the Government have 
decided H-q ap]>tiint a eominittee, but my experience of (ommittees is 
not always happy. There are ctimmittees to .solve matters as wtdl as 
committees to .shelve mattefs. Fve!\ thing de|>ends upon the pe^rsonnel 
and the scoi>t* of the committee. Without knowing the i>ersonnel we 
cannot In* satisfied with the mere assurance that a committee is to be 
appointed. An imiuirv has already been staited by the Railway Board, 
but 1 am sorry to bring it to the notice of the Council that the popu- 
lar feeling is that that inquirv may be a wbile-washing affair. People 
have no cnnfldeiire in that. T^et us hope that this committee may not 
degenenite into n white-washing affair. As- regards the scqpe of 
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inquiry of this committee, I understand that only the causes and 
remedies will be considered by the committee. I must confe8.s that I 
am not satisfied with such a meagre inquiry. The mere fact that Gov- 
ernment have decided to ap[>oint a committee ig primd facie evidence 
about the want of sufficient culvert.**, which ha.s been alleged to be an 
imjjortant cause of these floods. But I want to insist on this, that not 
only is there primd facie evidence against the railway authorities as 
to their gross and culpable negligence, but also that tlie (lovernnient 
have failed to protect the interests of the puWic. 

As early as 1871. more than 50 years ago, there was a grtnit flood 
in North Bengal. In the District (Jafetteer of Hajshahi, we find it is 
stated that this flood reached the highest water-level. But what was 
the result of that flood The result was that the damage to the crops 
w’as negligible. How was it that the water lose to a verv hlgli b*vel 
and yet the damage was so negligilde? The reason was this: Th(‘re 
were no railways in Northern Bengal then; theie were no railway 
embankments to hindei the flow' of the water and the wat(*r passed away 
as ([uickly as it came and. therefore, theie was not much damage to 
the cro|>s. All the watei went southward, iill it got obstiuc ted by the 
railway embankmc'iit of tlie Eastern Bengal Bailwav, w’lth the result 
that th(‘re was a great flood in ("huadanga, of which Sir H<*nry (’otton 
was the then Suhdi visional Officer. This is what Sir Henry (k)tton 
writes in his book, Indtaa ami Home Memories, page — 

The einbankineiU of the EaKtern RoncJil Rwilwny, whirh then provided altogether 
iriMifficient wnu-rway, wan breached by this fl(K»d in aevernl pulre« 

Here was an Indian Civil Service (Mficer, u limb of the businesslike 
(jovernment (not a CongiesMiian. for Sir Henry was not a Congress 
President till long after C complaining of the insufficiency of culverts. 
That w'a.s more than 50 vears ago. 1 ask the (loveriiment, what action 
have they taken since then? Did they approach the railway author- 
ities for remedy, or ask the Government of India or the Secretary of 
State to remove this menace? I am afraid not. 

Then, in connection with the cjue.stion of malaria, during the Inst 
25 or 30 years, we have lieen seriously complaining week after week, 
month after month, that the insufficiency of ciilvert.s in railway 
embankments i.s obstriK'ting the projier drainage of the country and 
causing malaria. What ha.s the Government done to remove this evil? 
Have they approai hed the railway authontie.s, have they tried to comod 
the railway authorities to increase the numbc»r of culvert.s? 1 am afraul 
not. How have the railway authoritie.s faced this problem? Ah late 
as April, 1921 — only a short time ago — some people of Adamdighi 
applied to the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, through the District 
Magistrate of Bogra, that a bridge was necessary between Adamdighi 
and Nasaratpore, the villagea where ibe flood occurred and what was 
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the reply of the Agent? The reply I believe, was as follows. It was 
dated 28th October, 1921, about a year ago — 

With referonce to your letter No. 72-T. D. of the 25th April, 1921, forwarding 
a petition from the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of Adamdighi for a 
bridge on the railway line between Adamdighi and Nasaratiiore, I have the honour 
to state that ,onr investigations do not show that a bridge is uecessary. 

If thiH is not callous, I do not know what is. The people of certain 
village-s aj)i>ly to the railway authorities through their District Magis- 
trate for a bridge ojn-ning, and they are told that jt is not necessary. 
S’ir, nature has had her reve/ige, for it is just at this place that the 
floods made a hreacii, where the railway authorities would not. This 
is not a solitary case. In my own district of TipiK-ra, whi'ch was once 
a sanitariuni in East Jbnigal, but which is now getting unhealthy, 
the j)eople think that the growing unhealthiness is iiiainlv due to want 
of culverts and i)roi>er drainage of the eountr>. Only a year ago, 
they sent a representation to the Assam-Bengal Uailway authontieK 
for more culverts near Kasha in TipixM'a, and what reply did they 
received The saiue sort of unsymjiathetic reply. The railway autlior- 
ities have done nothing and the ixisition remains the same — we are at 
the mercy of the railway authorities What can we do? (rovern- 
ment, as the custodian of the |)eople’s rights, lilxMties and interests 
should eonii>el the railway authorities to listen to the ixuiple’s voice. 
I’hat has not been done in the past, ami we have a riglit to demand 
oomiHUjsution both from the railway authorities and from the (lovern- 
ment. When the Sara-8irujganj line was built, 1 have it stated on 
tile authority of an article that apjMuired over the 'signature of 
J)r. Meghnad Saha, in the November huiuImt of the .Uor/ern Review, 
that there was a strong rumour that the (\mimis.sioner of the Kajshahi 
division had a tough fight with the (Miief Railway Engineer for the jirovi- 
sion of Huflii'ient culverts, hut with what result, we all know but too 
w’ell. 

I have heard it stated that the local Government had no authority 
in the niatt<*r. I have some information from a retired Government 
Officer, and I hoiH‘ the Hon’ble the MemWr will correct me. if I am 
wrong. I learn that the loral Government issued circulars to all 
Sui>eriiitandiiig Engineers of the Public AVorks Department in which 
they were JlinuUMl to give opinion, when consulted by Civil Officers, 
on the number and sufficiency of waterways for drainage on projected 
and existing railway lines; that was in 1905 and rejvated in 1913. 
Wliat further action has b(*eu taken on them? Nothing; nothing that 
I know of. Have there been any reiwrts alxiut the culverts and drain- 
age? These are serious allegations tmsed on facts—no sentiment, 
nothing of the sort~(piite businesslike. With these facts staring the 
railway authorities in the face, I do not see how thev can shirk the 
responsibility for compen.sation. It is no wonder that my respected 
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friend, Mr, J. Chaudbury, a Member of the Ijegislative Aasembly, who 
is a very moderate politician, should say that the pt'ople may sue the 
Secretary of State, He is a lawyer himself and ought to know the 
position very well. Therefore, I say that the scope of the committee 
of inquiry ought to include the question of coinjH^nsation. 

In connection with the flood in 1H71, of which 1 have just mentioned, 
Sir Henry Cotton said his book, referred to, that the imtienee of 

the jjeojde was admirable beyond de.scnplion ()f course, we are* a 
jwtient, long-.suffering nation. But this jMitience ha.s lM‘en our curse. 
We have b<‘en fmtiently waiting for years, aiid that is why the railway 
authorities dared to ride rough-shod over public o])inion. (hir 

patience must cease now and we iinist take up our fight and com|H‘l 
the railway authorities to face the situation and make amends fni the 
loss that has been caused by the floods I cbargi* the railway autlior- 
itie.s with gross negligeme in this connection, and th(‘ Government with 
having failed to prot<‘ct the inlere'*ts of the |M‘ople 

There is another matter which I should like to bring to the notieo 
of this CouiK il. Aiiout a ('oiijde of \ears ag(>, (iovernment in tho 
Irrigation ])t‘partnieiit took up the protection of the Gumti emhaiik* 
nuuit in l'ip|«'ra. because. cMflentlx. the 'I'lpjM'ru Raj, who was in 
( hargo of the ciiiliaiikmcnt was not able pro(HTly to munagi* the work. 
We thought. (foMM'nnient would manage the einlmnknient lietter. 
t iovernment aie leN\ing an emhankinent tax uixui the ]H*oj>le to ensure 
them protection against floisls, and what was the result!'' 'Idiis \(‘rv 
M'ar. in tlie month of tt<t(d>er, tliat emliankment bioke through, with 
the result, that tluue was a flood ami great lo.ss to the peojde. 7'lie 
|NU)ple of Coni ilia, like nnself, aie not very patient. They held a 
]>ubli(‘ meeting and wrote to (roNernnient demanding comjxTiHatjlon. 
That letter i.s now lying with my friend, Mr. lluntingford. 

It is now' neeessary to come to the extent of damage that has he(*n 
caused by these flotxls, I have canTuJly gone through ail the offinal 
documents, hut 1 am still in the dark as to the exact or even an 
approximate inoi.ey-value of the damage caused I have studied the 
ro turn uniques, hut I do not find any estimate there. They onlv say 
that H certain {HTcentage of crops, houses and so many head of cattle 
have been destroyed — there is ubsidiitely no statement of the loss in 
terms of money though tliere are many jiercentages. It may he one 
lakh, it may lie ten lakhs, it may lie one crore, it may be t<*n crorea, 
it may be anything, nobody knows. After the puhJication of these 
absurd romwunufues, one enter[>rising journalist fiublished the copy of 
an appeal issued over the signature of the District Magistrati* of Raj- 
shahi and mv friend, Bahu Kishori Mohan (^haudhuri, in which it was 
distinctly stated that the Ws was four crores of rupees. Here was 
something definite. A lo«s of over four crores of rupees, nearly a 
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third of the total revenue of Bengal. This caused quite a constema- 
tion, and the Publicity Departnaent — that costly and useless depart- 
ment — which has been frittering so much energy over subtle communir 
(jues^ came out with the letter of Mr. Reid, the letter on which the 
cowviuniqu^ had been based; that letter w^as more valuable than the 
cow ninnufues, because that letter gave out the facts that 80,000 houses 
and 2J lakhs of acres of land had been destroyed in Rajshahi alone. 
Now, calculating the price of a house at Rs. 15 a very modest calcula- 
tion, the value of the houses come.s to more than a crore. Calculating 
the value of the crops at the rate of six maunds of rice per bigha, 
at Its. 5 i>er maund, a very modest calculation it comes up to two 
crores of ruiKies, that is, in Rajshahi district alone, yoh have got a 
loss of more than three crores of rupees. If we take the number of the 
cattle destroyed, loss of Oanja crop, and add the cases of Bogra, 
Dinajpur and Pabna, the total loss must be more than 5 crores of 
ruiH*es. Here is a calamity indeed! The Government reports do not 
convey any idea of the great devastation caused. Mr. Trotter, of the 
Young Men’s (Christian Association, and Mrs. Lee visiU^d the areas and 
did much benevolent W'ork. Their description of the daiiuige is graphic, 
accurate, and heart-rending. But, I forget. Sir, that they being true 
Christians, must be regarded as sentimental jH^rsons indeed. If the 
Government is a business-concern, and not a .sentimental charity institu- 
tion, as described by the Hon’ble the Member in charge, I, as a hard- 
headed businessman, demand that the extent of the damage should be 
made the subject of imjuiry. We heard yesterday the difference between 
gratuitous relief and charitable relief. Of course, we knew something 
about this; but what we want to know is whether the estimate of the 
(\Jlector.s, namely, Rs. 98,500 is (|uite enough to meet the situation 
for the imriMises of charitable relief. As far as I know, some of this 
charitable relief is giveiuto help the jieople in rebuilding their houses. 
If Rs. 98,000 only is required for rebuilding 80,000 houses — one rupee 
I)er hut -then house-building must be very cheap indeed in Rajshahi. 
Con.sidering the extent of the damage, it w'ns clearly the duty of uov- 
eminent to take up the question of relief in right earnest. We have 
not yet forgotbm the .splendid organization .set up by Government in 
1919. ^ Why wa.s it not repeated this time? If they had done so, it 
would not have l>een necessary to set up so many private charitable 
institutions. Government have an organized staff of paid servants, by 
whom the relief ojierations might be managed very well indeed. Why 
did they not start an All-Bengal Relief Fund? I need not go on to 
say that had it not Wn for the splendid organization of the great Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Roy, there would have been a number of deaths from 
starvation and disease. There has already been a case of suicide. 
The position is ver>' serjous and Government have not done all that 
they ought to have done. Why was not this done? Has the mental- 
ity of vne Government changed for the wofse after the Reforms P The 
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time ha8 come when the Famine Insurance Fund and the question of 
relief should be made a transferred subject, so that it may be managed 
by people who can be made constitutionally res{K)usible to the people. 
I, therefore, hojie that tlie committee, which we are going to have, 
should be a representati\e one and should thoroughly go into all the 
aspects of this terrible flood. After we have got the rejiort of the 
committee, we shall know what action to take. 

I also formally move the two other resolutions which run as folloivs: — 

“ This (\>iincil recommends to the Government to u)>]Hjiut (or to 
move the proiH*r authorities to np|>oint) a committee consisting of 
exjicrts and some non-oftieial members of this (’ouncil to inquiie into 
and rejKirt ns to whether the existing culverts and bndge-ojR'nings in 
railway and other embankment'* and roails in Bengnl are sufficient for 
the prujier drainage of the localities concerned and also to draw up a 
comprehensive scheme for jirojxT drainage, if the jirt^sent arrangements 
are found unsatisfactory.'' 

“ This (’ouncil recomiiKMols to the Government that a committeo 
of exjKTts, oflii’ial and non-t)Hicuil members, be apjKUnted to inquire 
into and report on the (aiises of the frequent fliMMls in Bengal and to 
siigge.st po.H.sihle remedies." 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: To my mind, there is no 
use hnniding over jiast giievances sjiecially wlien we find, that the 
(fON eminent is quite sympatlietic and has expressed it-self ns willing .to 
apiKunt a committee of iiojuiry But the diffiiuilty is with the lailways 
which are a sjKMial ])rovince of the Government of India We do n(»t 
Know w lief her any recommendations made by a committee appointe.l by 
the local Government would bind the railway.s too. I think the matter 
should be made clear before hand with tlie Go\ernment of India, for 
(•therwise it would only mean so much time and lalxuir lost. 
Further, the Railway Board have alieady appointed an exjiert to 
iiKiuire and report on the matter When the Railway Board are 
making inquiries on their own behalf, would the reiommendat ions 
made by the Government of Bengal have any w'eigfit wuth the Rail- 
way Board? I am really afraid that if so many impiiries are made by 
different authorities and at different iieriods, their labours art' hound 
to overlap and conflict of decisions tw) seems to he inevitable. All tliis 
again means an inordinate delay if not a shelving of the question 
albigether. What the j»eople of the lfK*nlity want is that some flnaliiy 
in the matter should be reatdied as early as iRi.ssible, and whatever 
be thought as proper relief, it should l>e afforded without any unneces- 
sary delay. T would therefore n*quf;st the Oovemment to consider 
the position, and apiiroach proper authorities to eliminate all these 
possible complications. The Railway Board Engineer may sit in the 
Bengal Oovemment Committee, and help and have the help of the other 
members. 
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Further, Sir, I do not know what the constitution of the committee 
proposed by the Government would be, but I would request the Govern- 
ment not to make it, as it has been stated in the coifimumquf , to be an 
all-expert committee. It can be urged, no doubt, that the committee 
would have to deal mainly with engineering problems, and hence the 
engineers are the liest persons to sit on it. Surely they are; 
but that is not the w'hole thing. The peojde must also be 
convinced that the committee is not perhajis going to be a close 
coterie of engineers bent on white-washing the sins of commission and 
onimiRsion of their hrothers-in-trade, the Itaihvay Engineers. The 
Government have got to deal with the people, and it is in the prime 
necessity to the Govern ineiit always to work in such a way /is to insjiire 
(onfidence in their minds. If some gcntlemer. . who command the con- 
fidence of tlie general public and especially of the liK'nlity, sit with the 
learned ongiiieers, 1 dare say that both the layman memliers and tlie 
experts would not only lauiefit immensely by one anotlicr’s association 
hut the people also winild !)<» satisfied that th(*n’ point of view too had 
been considered and that justice had been attempted to be done,- and 
that the comraitie^" had not beiui a mere hole-and-iorner affair. 

Then, Sir, tin* argiimfmt of its lieing a technical matter, alK>ve 
the heads of laymen, dcK*s n(>t up{>ear to me v»‘r\ sound. I'oi , Sir, a 
fairly iritolhgiuit man witli some aiiumnt of common sense, (an surely 
understand and even take a siuisible vi(*w of Inghly teclinical sub- 
jects. And, Sir, if it w'ere not so, I do not know how this Government 
itself prcsid('d as it is by a layman — 1 mean the' Ilonh’lo tjie Maharaja- 
dhiraja Hahadur of Burdwaii, who knows as much of engineering as 
any of us d(H‘s— would be able to take any action in the matter. My 
lesolution has been disallowed. 1 am, however, thankful that yf’Ui have 
allowi'd me to speak and enabled me to bring to tin* notice of the Go\ern- 
meui our \iews on the suhji'ct of the appointment of a committee. I 
onee more wish t<< imjires^ <\ipoii the Government that the community 
w'hom 1 represiMit iien‘ 'arc prepared to leave the ([uestion of ways and 
means entirely in the hands of Government : we only want tliat what- 
ever ai'tion Government decide to take to prevent the rwurrence of 
floods, should be taken without unnecessary delay. 

Bfibu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS I am in the [H^sition of 
a ('(>m])lfiTyant and am a sufferer by this flood as 1 am an inhabitant of 
North Bengal. In the Government commvntqur we have been assured 
that Government have determined to ni)}>oint a committee of official and 
non-official experts to inquire into and report on the causes of the 
floods in the Kajshahi divi«<ion and to suggest remedies: the person- 
nel of the committee will l>e published later and their attention will 
be esi>e(‘ially directed towards an inquiry into the effect of the railways 
and roads in the area u])on the natural drainage of the countrj'. I 
am sorry to refer to another solemn assurance of Government given 
four years ago. In November, 1918 I moved a resolution in this 
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Council just after the floixl of that year and sufT^^ted that the rail- 
ways were responsible U) a ^rreat extent for the unprecedented Hood at 
that time, lu that flood an area of about TJO square miles was affected 
but on this o<‘casu>n, occordin^ to the tiermaii n>mtnunttju^‘ 
nearly 1,51K) s<[iiare miles have Ihhmi affected and more than 10 lakhs 
of jMx^ple have suffered more or less. So within the sjiace of four years 
a flood at least 12 tunes jJrreater than the fl(,H>d of 1918 has taken ])lace. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Cuniinuq^ then tidd us that the flood a as not a 
new* tiling in Benjral but it was not an (*veryday occnirrence. Wo 
were told then that the jirevious flood ocruired in the year 18(19. that 
is oO \ear8 iH'foie that flood. But on this oiaasion it is only within four 
\ears that ibis unpre(‘«*dented flood ha^' ot‘curr<‘<l. itailuavs, nn> beiii^ 
added and our misene^ are beconiin^ i^reater day by day. 1 cauriot 
refrain from quotinp a few lines from the speech of Mr Jlealy 
Hutciiiiison. lie said — 

The nn)tion uiuier discu^^ioii ruinrs the question of rtolwuys in* a luer exjuntry. 
When railways are < (inslriK t4*<l in this (xnmtrv it is iii the interest t>f tlie KnKiniH>ri 
w h<» make a prt\]imiiiary scheme to see that this si lieiiie fjives as much clianix* of 
profit as jKJSsihle, anil it is my exisTii'niv tJiat they do ho at the ia|ienHe of tho 
of the i-ountnes and at the exiwiise to a eeriain extent of tiie aiirunltute of 
the country f'enerally I therefore feel very stronf^ly that an inquiry ulunild be 
made 

The Ilon’hh* Mr. B. ('. .M it ter also urfifcil on that occusion that an 
ojKMi iii<|uirv Wits ur^'cnlly iHunlcd. l‘'ortunatcIy, lie is now in tho (iov- 
erniiKUit and I hope ihiil altlioujrh nothing wa.s done in spite of the 
sohuiin assuraiiee thiit was tTiven on the last oeeasioii, no such thing’ 
would liajipeii on this oeeasion. 1 withdr(‘w the motion on the awur- 
unee of the lloii’ble Mr ('uinming who said that an intjuiry had already 
been instituted and tlie netslful would he done. Hut unfort unate] v. Sir, 
foul yciiis havi‘ ehipsed and I do not know what hii.s bisMi doni* during 
this lime This Is in\ (oinplaint agjiinst ( foveriirnent . 'Die first and 
foremost duty of (ioverriTmuit not only to maintain jieaee ant] order 
hut to preserve the lives and property of the people eoiiinntt-ed to its 
eliaige. It will Ik* seen from the Goxeinment rintuunniipti that 
Government make a distintf ion lKdw<H*n gratuitous ndief suid ehari- 
tahle relief For gratuitous relief the e>stimat<‘ was for 7,090 jieojile 
from Bogra anti 8,000 frttm Rajsliahi, i.e., a total of 15,000 jieojde 
had to be fetl ftir alsiut 40 days Taking tlie ]>riee of the ftMul and the 
incidental expenses for jirtieuring them I think the lowest t ah ulatiori 
can safely put at 4 annas jx^r head, jind, if sti. at least Us. 0,750 
will he required per day, tliat means Government will have to spend 
nearly Rs. U laklis. But we ht^ard yesterday frtmi the Iltm'ble the 
Maliarajadhira ja Bahadur of Burdwan that even Rs. 30,000 may not 
W retjuired. Of course, we have heard to-day that tliere is another 
sort of relief namely, charitable relief for which Ihe estimate is 
Rs. 25.000 for Bogra and R.s 5S,0(M) for Rajshahi for the recon- 
struction of houses, clothing, fodder; etc., hut nothing is said alx)ut 
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an area of about 350 square miles sown with winter rice in the Natoj« 
and Naogaon subdivisions of Rajshahi has suffered a loss of 75 per cent, 
and upwards and an area of 100 square miles will give a vety small out- 
turn. This will give us some idea as to the extent of the damage. 

I .did not raise in my resolution anything about compensation 
because 1 knew that comjiensation is being given by the district boards, 
by (jovernment, and to a certain extent by the general public — of course 
to the poorer secition only. The well-to-do i>eople will have to think 
for themselves, but they may take the help of Government loan. It 
is estimaled that about 5 or (i lakhs would be advanced as loans but that 
w'ould be quite inadequate. An I have said, Government’s duty is to 
save the lives and jiroperty of the people, and on this occasic^ it was the 
duty of Government either to advance a sum from the public funds or 
to issue an appeal to the general public. This was a complaint 
against Government. 

Now 1 beg to move that a committee is wanted not for the purpose 
of uHwssing the damages; caused, not for the juirpose of providing relief, 
but to consid**r what pieventive measures .should be taken to stoj) the 
recurrence of these floods. 1 am a jdeader and 1 may be pardoned if 
T have suggested a committee on the line of the thinking of a jileader. 
I think in this matter the Government of India is tlie final authority 
to decide as to 'what action sliould be taken because the Kailway 
Jloard are concerned in this mutter, and I have therefore suggested 
that the (’ommittee’s work should be simply to colb‘ct necessary 
materials to give the Government an idea as to how the matter should 
Ik* dealt with, and in this view 1 have suggests! that the railways 
may be represented thcue The Rail\vjiv Hoard ha\e appointed a 
committee which T think they have done for self-defence. Jn l>ur 
committee there sh«>uld be a non-official expert engin(*er as a sort of 
Kublic Prosecutor. 1 have also suggested the name of Dr. Bentley 
wdio should be another l^ihlic Prosecutor. In his last report on 
malaria he savs that unless the embankments are dealt wdth pro|)erly 
and unless and until the natural draiuage of the country is restored so 
as U) give an outlet to the rain water,, the problem of malaria cannot 
b<* pro|>erly tackled and the country will lie deinipulated in no time. 
It >\ould (1(» misriiirf not onlv to agriculture and property bu* de]>opu- 
lation nvpuld be the result. That is the emphatic opinion of 
Dr. Bentley I have, therefore, suggested that Dr. Bentlev should be 
one of the meraWrs and 1 have also given a ohance to the district 
Kiard representatives to be there. Their district engineers should l>e 
tbne to vay wnat they have got to say — whether their embankments .are 
responsible or not for the floods. As the blame has been thrown to a 
certain extent on the railways, I have suggested that a representative 
of the railway should be there in order that both sides may be well 
represented. I have also suggested that ray poor self should be there 
because T am in the ix>sition of a complainant. I should be there 
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to he!j» the inquiry and to see that proper action is taken and pro]>er 
materials are placed before the committee. In this way 1 have sug- 
gested a committee of seven members. 

I formally move the following resolution: — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a committt*e 
consisting of seven members, viz., one exiH*rt Indjini non-nificial 
engineer, one ex|vrt engineer-representative of the Knstern Bengal 
Kailway, Dr. Bentley, the I)istri( t Engineers of the district boards of 
Kajshahi, Bogra and Pabna, and the mo\er. be ap|>ointeil immediately 
to iinjuire into and report a.s to the cuunch of the unprecedented fliHxl of 
Septemlier last in North Bengal and that immediate steps be taken as 
remedial mAisures for preventing its nM'urrence." 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: You 

have all heard of the destriictiv(‘ flood that lateh took plmv in North 
Bengal and wiine of you. taking k«HMi intere.st in the matter, have 
visited the affected area and seen with your own eyes the loss it has 
caused to the people living there, in the shape of house-i»roix*rty, cattle 
and agricultural implements In the Bogra distrii't. where tlie affected 
tract forms an area of nearly 4()0 scjuare miles, the destruction has 
rendered nearly two lakhs of fwople homeless. Any one going 
loiind the area will not find more than thiee or four liuts stamling 
where 4(K) stood In'fore tlie £loo<l. About tt*n thousand cattle |)<*rished 
as a result of this flood in the Bogra distri<*t alone Their decomjxised 
hollies or skeletons still present a rueful sight. 

The cause of this flood has been ascertained to Is* an insufficient number 
of bridges and culverts along a portion of the Noithein Sei tion of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway and the whole of the Sara-Siiaganj line for 
free passage of w'ater That the ohstriKtnjn of the free and natural 
lirainage of the eountrv-side by the railway embankments is jinneipally, 
if not solely, resjKinsihle for the devastation, ill apjx»ar from a glance 
at the map of the district, and the point is brought out more clearly 
hy the fact that the difference in the le\ei of the flood water on either 
side of the embankments was not less than fi>ur The breaches 

on the railw'ay lines conclusively show tliat the flood water, in h igh 
pressure, hurst out in all directions, causing breaches while the railway 
lines obstructed its natural flow. 

It may he stated that traffic on these lines was entirely stop^Mul for 
some time to the great incomenience an<l loss of the public. 

A ]>ortion of the Sultanpur-Brahmaputra line, from Santahar to 
Bogra, was so greatly damaged, that traffic on this section has not yet 
been fully resumed. 

No such calamity ever befell the people of North Bengal within the 
la«t 50 or 60 years, and I think, I do not exaggerate facts, when I aay, 
that the affected area now lofiks like one of the European provincea 
destroyed by the Great World War, of which graphic account we read 
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in the iiewspapern. Guvernineiit have graciouHly spent nearly Rs. 12,000 
for gratuitous relief, but with the fund started by the public-spirited 
gentlemen, headed by Sir P. C. Roy, Kt. to which all feeling i)eople 
of the country have contriluited their mite, is working wonders, I take 
this opportunity jiublicly expressing my gratitude to the organizers 
of the fund and those distributing it among the sufferers. 

But when W(‘ consider the magnitu<le of the destruction and the 
damage caused by the flooil — for you must bear in mind that at the 
lowest computation the loss of projH'ilies is four crores of rupees and 
that nearly a million men have been rendered liomeless — the relief so 
far advanced by the Government and the jniblic is bojielessly inadeiiuate. 
So we must go to the nwit oi the matter and restore the imtural drain- 
age of the c'ountry so as to render sucli visitation well nigh impossible 
in tlie future. Had theie been a siifKcient niiinlx'r of bridges and cul- 
verts in the railway line, wnter would not have collected at all, but 
would have flowed fr(‘el\ over a large |Kut of the (x>uiitrv dow'ii to the 
great Jhidma in the south. Some of tliose wdio have had the privilege 
of HjH'aking betori* me havi* hint(‘d at tin* aj>]K)intment of (.ommrttees 
of iri(|uiry, into th(‘ (‘xamination of tiie entire railway system and its 
defects in the const! net inn of bridges, but 1 think the ap|.)ointment of 
such commit tiM’s liardly necessarv tor the sim}>le reason that, as far as 
public opinion is concermal, it is ah*eady unanimous that the cause of 
the late flood was an insufficient numluT of bridges and culverts. With 
these remarks I beg to move the bdlowing re.solution standing against 
my name and liojx* that it wdll la* unanimously adopted:-^ 

“ This (’'niiTicil r(‘(*onunends to the (ioviTnmimt that the Railwa\ 
Board be reijiiested to take inini(*diate steps to increas(‘ tlie numWr ol 
bridges and culverts on the — 

( 1 ) Santabar-Tei'stamukb, 

(2) Sara -f>i raj ganj lirii's, and 

( J) The I'ancbbibi-Abdullapur section of the Darjeeling Main Line.” 

Babu AN NAD A CHAR AN DUTTAl After the detailed descriptions 
of the floods, it is no longer useful to dilate any further ujKin it. Still 
the visitation is so dire in its lonsequemes, so painful to contemplate, 
that unless one is ahsolut<dy hearties*^ or has not got no feeling and senti- 
ment he'(’annot hut join in the plaintive notes which have been rai.sed all 
over the eountrx’. We can only say that in this liire ealamily the people 
of the affected area have oiir sympathy in thought, in practice, and in 
deed towards the amelioration of their miseries. Beyond that we can- 
not do anything more. The time has now come when we should 
examine the whole situation, esinwially in the light of past experience — 
and 1 say past wilful neglect on the ptiit of the authorities — to remedy 
the evils. It apix^nrs. Sir, as if there was no Government in the country 
when things were allowed to continue in a way that repeatedly year 
after year, almost at regular intervals, floods would visit this place or 
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that place of Bengal. The poor railway has been hit u|)on as the great* 
est culprit, as the biggest eontrihutorv cause towards these floods. 1 
for myself would not go so far. It will lie useless to pretend that the 
countr>* could do without railways. It will useless to affeet that 
really there are no advantages to lie derived from railways as regards 
transport and convexanee, but at the same tune it will be almost criminal 
to I>a8s over the policy of the authorities that weri» and tliat be wliicdi 
allow the railways to be run in a particular way, so its to cause ob.stnic- 
tion to the natural drainage of the country. It apjH'urs as if there was 
nobody to look after the* interest of the cluldieii of the soil — a soil which 
was once synonymous with jilcfitv of prosptMity, health, wealth, ease, 
and comfori — hut now*, alas! llie |H‘rennial home of famine and flood, 
of plague, malaria, and influenza dheM* suhjec'ts are all s(» mixed up, 
80 intermingled, that the* discus.sion of one subject leads to the ojM*nirig 
uj) of others. You must not do j>atchwork only. 'J'he suggestion for 
providing more culvcxrt.s and imuc* outlets is meie jmtvhwork. You 
mu.st go a little deep below tlie surface diugiios<* the true disease, and 
if it 1 k‘ necc‘ssar\ , however diastn the remedies may he, take* the 
suigeon's scajx*! and not sluik the* opc'iation. 'I hat. in my oi>iuion. 
should have h(‘c*n llu* jiolicv ol ( ro\«*riiuu*iit at that time and slioiild he 
tlie iKilicv of the ( io\ cTiiinenl of the* pr<*sent day Ilow^ is it, Sir, that 
in a (ounti'N winch lias got the IhHs in tin* iiortli and the sea in the 
south, where the naluial in(liin* is always from the north to the south, 
the railway lines have he(*n allow ed to run crossw ise* V I'hat has Ikhui 
done because the jeoor people of the country had pnic'iically nohorly to 
look after their intc*rcsts. And if tin* anthoriln‘H are to blame, the 
aiil horit ic.s should also c-oine forward to take their share* of tin* lelaiin* Hut 
IS it not iH'diliar, is it not .significant' that in spite* of all tins, the 
railw’ays have he*en allowe*d to e*\te*nd nn ,nnl on iri tins dire*(tion'' .Not 
t>nl\ that. Wf have gc»t tliat hig pio)e*ct ol th»* (irand 'IViink (’anal, 
arid when tliat is an accomplisln'd fac t, this project will also he* a source 
of similar trouhle.s; and. |s*rhaj>s afte‘r a fe‘W’ vears, we shall rue the 
coriseciuences. There*fore. my sugg<*slie)n is that the cTOinmitte*!*, as 
suggested in my r<*solut ion or anOsxlx e*lse*’s, if appointe^d, should l>e 
emjK)were*d to go to the root of the thing ami sngge*st what should lie the 
policy of Government in regard to these* matters. 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: At the <mtse t 1 must sax that my 
task has lieen iniic li liglite*in*d hv tin* me*mlK*rs who sinike he*fore me. 
They have exhausted all the imjKirlant argunn‘nt8, and I do not intend to 
repeat them. This is a subject which renjiiires no very long si>eerh. 
It is uppermo.st in the mind of the f>e<»ple of this country at present. 
In July last, when I sent notice of this resolution I did not think 
that I would ge't so many supiKirters in this (\»uncil; I think it is 
the unfortunate incident in the Northern Bengal that has led us to 
think alike. The railway is a great Ikioh of the West to the East; it is 
certainly indispensable for the development of iommeroe and industry 
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which we 8o earnestly desire; but the price which we are now called 
upon to pav for this boon is too hi^^h. For instance, Burdwan, which 
was the health resort of West Benjjal half a century a^o, has now become 
the p^erminatiriff for dangerous malarious bacilli and it is mainly 

due' to the construction of the P^ast Indian Bailway and the Damodar 
embankment to protect the lines. These facts require no demonstra- 
tion at this sta^^e to prove. -The railway authorities in the early days 
conqdetely neprlected the (jueslion of waterw’ays in the railway embank- 
raents; but what is more deplorable is that matters are not improving, 
in spite of tlu* repeated demands of my countrymen. Only a few years 
ago during the construction of the Howrah-Burdwari Chord line, the 
I']ast Indian Railway autlu)rities decided to make the openinj^ in the rail- 
way embankments only 17 feet G inches. The attention of Government 
was drawn to this fact by a resolution passed by the District Board of 
Burdwjin, at the instance of one of its members, who is now a member 
of tins House, and the openings were increased from 17 feel 6 inches to 
38 feet. 

I’he new viaduct which was constructed for the Howrah-Burdwan 
Chord line bus got 280 openings near Burdwan; I may be permitted 
to say that more than 3 feet of water passed through these openings 
during the great Damodar flcmd of 1913; but for these oiKUiings the 
result of tb(‘ flood would have been disastrous on the town of Burdwan. 
I would ask any member of this House to see the condition of the 
villages on both sides of the Howrah-Burdwan Chord line or the Tarkes- 
sur line during the flcKid. In place of the prosperous paddy-fields what 
do you find? A vast sheet of water which not only deprives the poor 
cultivators of their homes and the produce of their fields but also ger- 
minates malarial poison to (hqirive them of their health and comfort. 
W e are now talking of anti-malarial schemes, and experiiiHoits have 
l)een g<»ing on in severaUjdaces. We are taxing the fieople on this plea, 
but what is the use of wa.sting public money, if we cannot improve 
the natural drainage of the country. So, I think that a committee 
is absidutidy necessary to consider ‘this que*<tion. T will not detain 
the House with a very long s|H‘e('h after .so many speakers. With these 
words, I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Bibif JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a mixed committee of officials and 
non-officials be npiH>inted to consider and report on the question as 
to the necessity of making a larger miral)er of openings in railway 
embankments in Bengal in order that the natural flow of water over the 
surface of the country may not l)e impeded and the changes of floods 
may be minimised. 

It is A well-known fact that Bengal is badly served in the matter of 
communications. It is necessary that we should have railways and 
that we should have roads. But the difBcplty has been that owing to 
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the nature of the country — it is a deltaic country — these roads and rail- 
way embankments impede the flow of water over the surface of the 
country. The country is flat and its height alxive the sea level is very 
small and the country is liable to heavy rainfall. For the progress of 
the country and it.s people, we cannot do awa> with railways atid roads. 
We must have them. It is, therefoie, necessary that a committee 
should be appointed to consider as to how we may have railways and 
roads and at tlie same time provide for the |»assage of water over the 
surface in such a way as not to im|H*de the natural flow of water. Yestei- 
day, there was a reply from the Hon’ble the Member in charge to a question 
in thi.s Council, intimating that (Government had decided to ajijKiint a 
committee *of exj>erts. In view of that intimation, it is not necessary 
for me to dilate on this resolution. Hut I only desire to jKunt out that 
the grievance is fell not only in North Bengal hut also in other di.s- 
tricts of Bengal through which railways pass. There have been fliMids, 
a.s the lion’ hie the Maharajadhiraja Baha<lur knows, in Burdwan, 
Howrah, Hooghly, and M idnafKire ami the railway embunkim*nls in tlie.v© 
districts, it has been said, are resjMUi.sible for tho.se floods. My sugges- 
tion is that the inquiry shourd embrace the (luestion of railway embank- 
ments and of roads throughout Bengal uml not in the districts of 
Bnjshahi, Bogra and Palma only. With these remarks. I jduce the 
resolution before the ('ouncil. 

Mtulvi HAMtD«UD-DIN KHANS After what has fallen from the 
previous s{H*akers, I have nothing to add to what has Immmi previously 
said. There is no denying th<‘ fact that the mu<hiner\ of (iovcininent 
IS ^erv .slow to move. So fur us 1 know, since tlie AimkI broke out in 
the districts of Rnjshahi, Bogra, and Pabna, (Government have not 
rendered all jKissihle help they should have nuidered ; and to my mind, 
from what I have Ih'cii able to gatlier, 1 fail to understand if all that 
was done hud not been done in these affec'teil areas, most probably half 
the |x>pu]ation of them* affected areas would l.ave been earned away by 
these devastations. The conscientious opinion of the laymen, as well 
as that of the exfierts and of a great part of the jample, is that (he 
railway line is re.spionsible for (his great flcwxi ; and unless sufficient cul- 
verts and bridges are made, agitation will lie made year after 
With these nemarks, I lieg to supfK)it the resolution. 

Rai HARENDRAMATH CHAUDHURI: In answer to a question 
put by Babu Fanindralal De, the reserved half of the Government 
announced only yesterday that it was derided to appoint a committee 
of experts and that ** the particular attention of that committee would 
W directed lo the effect of the railway embankments on the natural 
drainage of the country but to-day we find, to our regret, that the 
transferred half of the Govcnimem is announcing, in reply to a ques- 
tion put by Shah Syed Emdadul Haqj that “ the question of drainage on 
this line of railway is about to be investigated by a special oflScer 
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appointed by the Railway Board and that the Government of Bengal 
will await his reix)rt before taking further action.” Unless the two 
balve/i of the (Government are at variance with each other, this can 
only mean, that the Government of Bengal will not appoint a com- 
mittee forthwith, but will await the re|X)rt of the special officer who 
has been ai)p()inted by the Railway Board for this purpose. This 
sp<M^*ial officer was for a long time connected with the Eastern Bengal 
Railway and was, |K‘rlmji.s, to some extent responsible fdr the reckless 
enginetjnng jM)licy pursued by that Railway. Thus, we see there is 
adde<l justificalion for moving our resolutions if not for the purjxi.ses of 
j)reHfling tliern, at any rate for the purj>ose of elucidating our points. 

There can he no doubt, Sir, (hat the Rajshahi flood is the biggest on 
record and has tlirown into shade the Dainodar flrsH^ of 1914. For this 
reason, if not for anything else, there i» some justification for the ajipoint- 
ment of a committei*. and it is welcome news tliat the (ioverninenl is 
considering the matter of appointing one. But there is armther ])<iint 
or rather another fact which requires to be emphasised jn this cojmec- 
tion and that fai t is tliis: that fliKids were altogidlnu' unknown in these* 
areas before and that floods are now a recurring ]>hen()inenon m tins 
part of (he countr>. Of course, if any one doubts the truth of niv 
statement I will ask him t(> ref(‘r to Sir William ITunter’s Statistical 
Account (d Bengal. In the volume regarding 1‘abna be snvs 

The I*ndTna, Jnniunn and HnniRiigar annually ovorflov their hanks during; the 
rainy senHori, and inunduU* the country, but the Collerter rejwirts that no inunrla* 
tion causing; ^jencnil los.s has (x.'ourred within the memory of js'rson.s now In mj^ 

Then, as regal ds Bogra. the same authority .savs — 

The chief danji^er of cnlarnity from imturnl causes arises from drought The jwr- 
tion of the district wcnI of the Karattiya, which contaniK rather more than thretvfifthH 
of the total urea, ih generally above flood le\el, and dejHUids on ram for its mois- 
ture * ^ 

This is all alxiut Bogra. Thus w’e .seo that, at least so far as the two 
distiii'ts lying to the* east of (he North B(*ngal Railway are concerned, 
floods were unknown in those districts, at any rate before the laM 
seventies, i.e., in pre-raihvsy davs. And Sir William Hunter compiled 
hi.s accounts at the time wlien the railw’avs were just under construc- 
tion. 

Now, turning to the district Iving to the west of the main railway 
line, I.C., the Raishalii district, all that is stated in Sir William’s Statis- 
tical Accounts is this — 

Rsjshnhi dmtrict is subject to floods caused by the anhual rising of the Ganges, 
and often aggravated by excessive rainfall in moderation, these annual inunda^ 
tions instead of bt'ing a source of mischief are of the greatest possible benefit aa 
fertilising the soil. On only two occasions within the experience of the present 
generation have floods occurred on such a serious scale a«t to materially affect the 
general harvest of the district. The first of these floods took place in 1838 and the 
•eoond in 1885. ’ 
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That is, almost once in a generation. But, Sir, what is the state of 
affairs now? The flood is a biennial occurrence there. In 1918 there 
was a serious Bood in Ruj^hahi. and the Uiivernweiit of Bengal in its 
Administration Report (191S’I9) described it in thin way — 

In the Rnjshahi dt\i.sit»n suth a fltKKi ah l»ait not orturrt*d for half a century 
traversed the di&trutb of R.ijshahi, Diuajpur, Ito^ra and Pabua chumihj; mui h damage 
to crops, homesteads, and cattle iwtrtnularly in the dihtrn ts of llajshahi and llogra 
Relief was, however, promptly rerniereil. 

Relief might have been jiroinptly rendered but no inquiry was made 
as to the cau.ses of the AikkI. So the position is this. If there is to 
l)e an inquiry at all, that iiKiuiry .should In* for the ]nir|x»so of ascer- 
taining the «ause.s (d recurring floods in that di\ision--ni that area in 
which fliKids Were altogether unkioovu Udore. 

Now, Sir, the (piestion regaidmg tlie responsibility of the rail- 
ways aiises in tins w;n Excepting tlit‘ tioi t hei nnio.st distncts of the 
Rajshahi divi.sion. the Rajshahi diMsn»n as a whole is watered by two 
systems of rivers which run through it^ — ^»ne is the Karatoya in the east 
and the other, the Atrai ^’alle\ in the west. The Karatoya with its 
small ofTshnt, the Nagnr, drains the eastern districts, ;.c., liogia and 
I’libna. while tlie Atrai diairis the Rajshahi and Dinajpur ilislin ts, and 
after receiving the waters of its tnlnitarv, the .fuinuna, a litth^ above 
the Atraighat railway bridge, it tak<‘s a south-easterly diieidion enters 
the I’abnn district, juoceeds along tlie southern e<lg<* of (’halanbhil and 
flows into (lie Raral nver the united watms di. lining into tlie* (tanges 
near about its coiiflu<‘ii< vMlh tlie Rrubniaputia Sin h is the riverine 
h\ stern carrying on tin* drainage of that p.irt of the country. 

Now, turning to the railwav svstern. we find that th(» Northern 
Ih'iigal State Railwav as it was (ontnicted. first of all hridgeil the Atrai 
Va!le\ . 'Dieii the Saritalia? -Ilogi a Itranch binlged the Nagat and the 
Karatoya vallevs i.r., the two most important vallr*vs were choked up 
by these railway lines. 'I’he ]>osition was. therefore, this after the Santu- 
har-Bogra Branch or rather the Santahar-Hogra-Bonajiara ExWnsion 
was constructed. But what was wryise and worst had vet to come So 
long, Sir, as the broad gauge extensicm c»f the Sara-Santahar line* did 
not take jdace, the mil wav emliankment was below the flocnl level and 
when (he hremd gauge lines was constructed in 1914. it was raiw*d alK>ve 
the flood level, and not only so hut the water |wssages w'ere seriously 
curtailed — and, it is said — curtailed hv alsmt half a mile. On the top 
of it came, as a finishing stroko, the Sara-Sirajganj Branch. This 
branch was constructed in 19ir) and we find that in running from south- 
west to north-east it lav across the natural flow' of the country and 
bridged almost all the rivers of the division, viz., it bridged the Baral 
near Ohatmohar, it dammed the overflow channel of the Ohalanhhil, 
then it bridged the DilfKi.shar and other small rivers of the locality, 
and eventually it bridged the narasagur, hv which name the KamhA'a 
is known in it« southern course, necir TJHapara. 
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Thus, we see that the Sara-Sirajganj line when constructed effec 
lively choked the natural drainage of the country and impeded th 
natural outflow. The effect, of course, of the construction of the8( 
two lines was as immediate as serious, because, I think, the great flotM 
of 1918 occurred just after that. Then, there* was a recurrence of floo< 
in 1920; yet there was no inquiry and now, after such a disaster, involv 
ing more than 1,800 square miles and millions of men, Governmen 
has at last Ix^en roused to constitute a committee of inquiry. A1 
that we now insist on is that this committee ought to go into th< 
sjiecial question of the responsibility of the railways in imj)eding thi 
natural drainage of these tracts and that the constitution of th< 
committee should be such as to inspire juiblic confidence; H should no 
be a white-washing committee. With these remarks, 1 8upiK>rt luj 
motion. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I move that thif 
t-ouncil recommends to the Government the immediate a{>pointme‘nt 
of a Water Subways Standing (''ommittee, of whom two-thirds shall b( 
non-official memlHMs possessing practical knowledge of the wibject, 
on the lines of the Standing Waterways Committee, with a view tc 
advise Government on the means of preventing the recurrence of fl(MHb 
in areas liable to flooding and also w’ater-logging in other areas, caus(‘d 
by railway lines and roads. 

T will not confuse the issues on the subject 1 ask for the ay>point- 
ment of a standing committee on the lines of the Standing Waterwa\.H 
C'ommittee with a view to advise Government to take ste])s for pre- 
venting the recurrence of floods, etc. Confining mvself, therefore, to 
the issue in question,^ it is first of all necessary to consider whether 
a committee is to be a|>point€»d or not. The facts and figures show 
unmistakablv that it is verv necessary and that such a view ought to 
be taken by the Council If, Sij;, T am to bring to your notice the 
devastation caused bv the flood not in one place but in several districts, 
the argument is irresistible that an inquire’ should be made by the com- 
mittee. Referring to the floods in Midnapore, Tamluk subdivision, 
and'cvther places, the havoc done was an appalling one. Referring to 
the floods in Burdwan the same remarks applv mutatis mutandis. If 
we refer again to the devastation caused recently in the TTooghlv district 
on account of the floods in Tarkessur. T sav that no sadder picture can 
be drawn to show to the Council what the sufferings of the T>eo])le 
were, Chieflv to-dav we are concerned with the floods in North Bengal 
and we find that previous to the vear 1918, flood was almost unknown 
in Northern Bengal. But in the last four vears (1918 — 22> the monsoon 
inundations swept over the land thrice and the desolation has been 
•o complete this time that we are trying to find out th© root cause of 
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the floods, and what are these^ 1 attribute them to the lUMitli- 

ciency of culverts in railwa\ embaiikment> ami to the naiiownes.s or 
shortness in eiistng culverts in the railway, the ah.sence ol neci'ssary 
culverts in the disliict Ik^uu! road> and tht' constimtnm of th(‘ Saia- 
Sirajganj railwa\. The matter i> a seinnis oii«‘. .muious hi all its 
as{H*ct.s. (\in uuyho<l\ t(*ll us wh\ AtMals wcie so *»(anc in Noiihciti 

JbMigal hO \ears ago Thei'c was a flotul in tin* M*ai 1!US. hut the tlh'u 

(’omniissioner of the Hajshahi tliMsion. as is ie|KUti*(l to im*, liiii not 

wait full two weeks l<t i»e on the scene but piomptlv Nisittsl tin* 

ait'a*' eflei'ted riieii* wa** almost a tug of wai l>et\\e«'n tlu- Itailuav 
(’hief Kiigineer and tlu' ( ’oininissiomu* al>out tin* caiisrs of the tlo<«l 
the latter confronted the foiiuei with hi" pi‘i "onal knowledge about tin* 
ditteietue of water le^el (d almost o f«H*t on botli sides «d the iailwa\. 
aiid It Is said, tin* ( 'oinni ixsionel ImmIIv as"eited lli.it the insulin lein v id 
luherts was the juiine lontnlmtoiN faitot. hut the niatjei, as usual. 

.1" shehed and no aitioii taken and tin* (ontjo\eis\ ha" begun afresli 
I veil a law stinleiif id geogr*aph\ will find that t he floods ni"h (tioin the 
Himahi\a" extending from Ilehar to D.ii iis'liiig i fiom tin* noith to the 
suuth washing awa\ the most foitile trait of hind in Itenga! to the 
1 ‘adma and tin* Ibahmaputra ami the Mahananda I he pho es on the 
hank- of big livers like the I’adma, .latnuna, or Brahmaputra are not 
afteMed a- thev < an laiiv over the e\< «‘ss water rajudlv But witl-n 
tin* vast aii'a from Roliaiiput ' Malda i m tin* ea-t .hmI Bahala iBograi 
o*' the West. Ikiihatipur Hi tin* ijorlh and Khwardi in th«* south, there an* 
o*]\ three small iivci'" worth the naiin*. tin* .larnuna. the Atrai, and the 
Balol It is not neee-saiv for* me to giv** a vivtd desetlptioii of the 
t»l.n (' where the havoc wa" "o mm h b‘lt hv the jM*ojde Iherefoie. tf 
tIo* fait he tliat hO veal" ag'o there woii* h*"" flooil- ami if v nij find the-e 
fio' fl- oieuriiiig now after tin* eonstrmtion of the railwav ein ha tik meii I s 
theti wliat eomdusioim are we to < onie to a" to the i .lUses that loutii' 
Initnd to thi'se floods’'' The suggestion i" tliat the railwav was at fault 
We often sav Doe" the railwav exist for the rountrv or the rourdrv for 
tl'C railwav"? Thi" i" a ijuestioii which is ofteii ask^'d hv u- arnl it )s 
for tlie Pouneil to (onsider what "tej>5|i sitonid he takr'ti for the 
purpose of eheikirig tln*"e fliwids Arguments have been put forward 
in sujrpoft of the eonteiitif>n tliat railwav " file jes|MUis}hle fni tin* flood", 
hrit nr\ suhmisjtion to tln’fdmrnd iii this ronneition is tliat if \‘ * fasten 
res|Kinslhilit \ ij[»on tire railwuivs we oug’ld to fix tlie lesjxmsihditv on 
other [H*()pl(* as wmll. There are distrnt Iwaird roads without snhwavs; 
eonseoueritlv , tlie distm t hofiid" als/> should be held resporisddr* 
Ther'efore, the ([ueslion is wdiat is tf» Im* done uridi*! the nreunistarn ew, 
TCIiat Is pa!*t IS ]>fist We must liave an eve tf) the future W r* 
must find out what prm’edure the rouneil can lecoinmend to frovern- 
ment Now for this reason 1 sav that it i« necessarv that an iiifpiiry 
should ]>e made — an infjuirv' not bv lay fx'ople wbich will Ik* a waste of 
jj)onf*y and waste of energy but by exjierts -and if this Ik* done, it will 
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be of some advantage to us in deciding the point. One of the s]>eaker8 
hns just now suggested that legislation will be necessary, but he for- 
gets the fact that railways have })een constructed more than ten years 
ag(j. If the provisions of the Railways Act ai>ply, we can ask for com- 
jH*nsation from the company and no fresh legislation is necessary on 
this Hul)j<*ct. 'riierefore, tin* only (juestioii which is before the (’ouncil 
is wliether it is necessary to hav(* an in(]uiry or not. I am not talking 
(»f the pinicip](\s of jiirisjirudence now. J am not now under th(‘ sliadow 
of Mr. Jimthiiin oiihvr. I am lfH)kiiif^ at the question at issue. 

So fur as the quest irm of (omjfensation is concermHl, I leave it to the 
JiKUJiheis of the legal profession to decide it. I do not like to otter any 
opinion on the point, but I like to say that the js'ople ofothis eountry 
alwa\s look up to (fovernmenl for help ami t)roteclion and if Govern- 
nieiit do not offer it, and if the people* of this eountry come frmward, 
to complain against (io\(‘rnment, T do not think that they will he wrong. 
Th<“ (|uestion of deciding this matter of com jHMisat ion or no eom|K*nsa- 
tion (h‘|K‘nds upon certain facts. As a rule an organization is set up 
to g-ive I’idief to the suffen'rs, th(‘re eaniiot, ]ioW(‘V(>i , be an\ doubt that 
(iovernmiMit are chiefly res|HUiMble. If then* had lieen a successful 
orgninizat ion a iK>pular (U’ganizat ion then certaiidN tlie matter would 
have been clearer Those who are heljdess and liouseles'., aie not 
♦‘Xlieeted to helpan\bodv Th(*y ask f(»i hel]> fiom olliei sour( cs (\>n- 
s(»(iu<‘ntl\ , 1 sa\, let the (jUesiioii la* looked at straight be^ then* be 
a ('ommittee which must take up -t lie bigger (jUi'slion With tliese 
words. 1 commend m\ lesolution for the eonsidei at ion of the Council 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In the abs«*ii<‘(‘ of the mover. Babu Tkdxuidra T.al 
Khan, residution No 1 is (hsoued t(» have la}>sed The n*solufion 
now' b(‘fo?’«' tlie ('ouiieil is No 1? b\ Rai Radha Charan T'al Bahadur: 
to that residution. a num]a*r of armuidments have been moved as indicated 
in residutions Nos d. -I. 5 (to which an amendment 5A has bt‘en 
muvedi, 7. 1). 12 and 16.* 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: 1 liave web'omed this diMiission in Council to-dav for 
various reasons First of nil it gives an opjxwtunity to (iovernment to 
exjdaiu the position according to its lights, and ni'cording to 4he action 
that it lias taken so far with regard to the AihkIs in North Bengal; 
sei'ondlv, to explain at .some length ns to wdiy the Government have 
come to the (’oin lusion that a committei* of ex|w*rts is essential to go 
into the niiestiim of floods in North Bengal. Before, however. T come 
to these two main questions. 1 think that it is incumWnt u|>on me to 
refdv to certain [»ints raise<l by the sjx*nkers in their different s|>eeches. 

With regard to what has fallen from Rai Rndha ('harnn Pnl Bnhndur 
and several other .s|vnkers. it is the opinion of the Government offi- 
cials in the flotnled art'a.s that railway embankments have certainly been 
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to a certain extent one of the cauaea of the impediment of the flood 
water going down in it.^ full volume. Had it not Inx^n ao, (L>vern- 
ment would not have conaiklered the neceaaity of a{»pi>inting such a 
committee. 

With regard to the accusation made by llai Radha Ohuran Pal 
Bahadur regarding the matter having been gone ii»to in 191S and 
having Wen shelv(Ml, so to sjit'ak, 1 am sure that some of the members 
f»f this (oiinciJ will recollect with im^ari(‘h(dy interest the death of 
Mr. (’owley, the then (’hief Kiig-ineer of the trovernment of Bengal in 
the Irrigation De^Kirtment. It is because of the valuable material 
that Mr. (’ywle^ left ladiind him in the dejxirtimMit reganling the data 
a" to the volume of water tliat pa.s.ses through these diffeiauit culverts 
and bridges, that we aie in a strong |>ositu>n to carry on oui inxestiga- 
tions as distim t and s<‘}>arate from what the Railway B(Kird have 
started on their own ai'coiint. 

Regarding the (jiH'stfon of damages, I will take the wludi' tiling 
up at the end of my s]M‘ech. 

I am glad to find that the Hai Bahadur has contributed his nuota 
of piaise to Mr Reid’s co-ojHuat ion with the difTiM'cMit iu)n-ollicial 
agencies, for it is jK‘if(utl\ true that Mr Reid lia.s not only dim»' y<‘onian 
ser\i('e to (fovernnieiit in this mattC'r but he ha.s Ihmmi a great a.sH»>t 
to Us in the wa,\ that he c^eo|>r*ruted with tliese different non-oftimal 
ageiiciics. 

A" regards the <]Uestion of some of tlie puldic not having confi- 
dmice in (rovernment. mine is not the only de|»artment that is aciused 
of that fa( t : that is as old as the lulls 

With iegai'<l to the (juestion of legal rights, I am sure that there 
is in this j»roviii<e sucli excellent legal acumen that it would not 
v\ail fiir an\ sjkm iai legislation or for ariv eiiact.ment of the (iovern- 
ment if an\ i>art\ thought that tin* Wcretaiy of Sfat<* <(>uld 1 m* sued 
It woubi add but one more to the nuiiil»<*r of many suits that ev(*r\ da\ 
ap|H‘ur in the courlvS against the Secretary of State Ah to what the 
uJtimate results of thos(» suits would Im*, not l>eing a legal exj>ert my- 
self, I am not in a j^i.sition to .say. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta in (jiioting from a report by the late 
Sir Henry (\>tton regarding the floo<ls of (ffiua/ianga rather coiifuMeii 
facts in saying that ('huudaiigu wa.s in North Bengal, IwcauiH* I am 
afraid my friend the Maharaja Bahadur Nadia would la* able to tell 
US where (’huadanga really is. 

Balm INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I offer a pernonal explana- 
tion? I said that the floods of North Bengal had come df»wn to 
Chuadanga. I did not »ay that Chuadanga wa« in North Bengal. 

12 A 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Ah rc^artls the (juiiiti enihankment with w'hieh Babu Indu 
Bliushaii Dutta concerned, lM*<aii.He it is in his district, 1 have 
a rcjKjit from tlie District Ma|;ristrate ref^ardinp the extent of the flood 
caused ]i\ tlie }»rea< hes. This is what he says — 

The flood o< f 111 red as a result of the bieaeii of the embankment of Che Gurati 
n\ei on tin ni^ht ol the Htli Oetoher last The bieaih Odiirred at a place about 
three jiiih's from ('ornilla town in a westerly direction The KuMivisional Ottieer 
in I he li M;.'at’oii l)e|)Hrtim*nt went to the Reene at once ; nd was joined subsequently 
hv I he Siidai Siihdiv iMonal Oflieer, the* Circde Offieer, and myself. The breacTi was 
alKUit 40 jeet wide It was found that the eloMtii: of it proented some diffaculty 
and this Was not (oinpletecl until the 12th, when tlie Kxee'itice Kn^;ineer had 
arrived 'I'he water in the* meantime pouted through the brea- h lloodc»d 

an area of ahoiit two to thH*e square miles w hcui the flood was at its heifilit The 
water llowcsl off from the jj:reatc*r portion of this arc‘a la-foie an> serious damage 
had heeii done to the crops On visitinu the s<»*ne of occurrence a tew da vs airo, 

I loiind that the erops find Iwcui senousl} dainai'c'd over an area of less tlinn half 
a scpiarc niih' and il is prohahl<‘ that eveui in that area some* pachiy ran 
he r«‘ap<'d No < atth* wc're drowmsl and only one* or two houses were d'ltnaiied 
'I’lic' (((cupaiOs wcue able to return to them in a \er> short tune 

I do nol wish tu iimiiinis,c> flu* c‘vils of the flood of tlu‘ (riiniti What 
I wiiiif lo tcdl liiilui liidii Bliiisbaii Dutta is that Ixd'orc (tovci unipnt 
call take* action iii a partic ulai place*, it iinist eollei t some data and 
Norm* iiifoi mat loll to jro u|H)ti d'liis ajiplics with (*([ual force to my 
lii(*nds wild uie, like tii\self. suffeieis from the* Midnapon* H<hhU and 
Noim* of till* flooded n\<‘rs in the Bttidwati clnision. 

Ilc'ie aj^ain tlie ([Uc'stion is not so simph* as that in Noitli }5 ’i^^al 
Here* we aic* up a ^''lU list this hijjr (|U<*stion as to whethei rettllt it is wise 
to maintain some <d' tlu* scliecluled emhaiikments whiih tin* (lovern- 
iiieiit at pM*sent maintain un(h‘r aj^'‘ic‘eim*nt with the iKiitu's 'There- 
foK', it would he s«>en h\ those* jjfc'iitlemen who have moved that a 
com pi eheiisi \c* ccmimittc'c* should he ap{Munt<*d to ^^o itito tlu* cjilestion 
(d all the floods in tlu* difVert'iit iin*as in Heiig'al, that this sujj^c'stion is 
mutlu'i a piac Ileal om*, not. in tlu* lijrht of tlu* information that we 
lia\e in (he* Ini^'-ation Department, is^of the same nature I would 
therefore* iiMiuest the ^^<*ntilc*men wlio have* moved for such a eonimittee 
to limit its secK|K* foi flu* piesc*nt at any nite to an iiivestijjation of the 
causes ot floods m Noith H«‘njjral. 

Kumaf ^hih Shekhareswar Ray ha< pointed out that had we had 
an Belief l-'iind, the present overlapping? that is hapfH*ninpf 

ill c'eitain ]>lacc's would not have taken ]daee 1 j>ro|K)se to #?o into 
the cjUestion in a ^''t'lieial wa\ at a later staj?e. Then, of couise. lie haa 
c<»mplniu‘iitc‘d nu* as hc'inj? a la\man Well. I know I urn a la\nian, so 
Is he; and, tlu'ieforc*. it would U* dan|irc*rous, unh*ss flu* committee of 
e\j)t‘rts tlu‘msc‘lves wanted to co-opt or to pet the a-ssistanre of such 
hiMiien, foi the (rovernmeiit to put down that in a committee of this 
kind any one else hut cx|H*rts should be apixiinted. 
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1 am sorry that my frieiuL Kish(>ri Bahu. had to sit oii Ins housetop 
before he coiihl pet away. He wa> really worrying the life out of 
Mr. Reid by seiidiiip frantie teleprains, but Mr Held t<H>k it with Ins 
charat feristic eomiKisare and did all he (ould He has poiie into the 
(juestioii of 1‘ublic Prosetiitors o»ii this <omnntU>e 1 ma\ suv tliat 
we have neithei the aiitlionty nor the lepal ripht to set up a ('omnnttee 
of Puldic Prosecutors, beeaus(‘ whatexer the committee ma\ n‘]H)it and 
xvhatexer deductions the\ max arrive at, will haxt' to be endiuse^l of 
couT.se by the (lovernment of Penpal an<l if it a((M‘pts all tlii‘ committee's 
fimlinps. it will ha\t‘ to po up to the (Tovernment of Iiolia with a stionp 
rfH'ommeiid^ition on a.11 siu h ixiint'^ on who h the (toxenimeiit (d Penpal 
aie in apieement witli the committee that is to be set U]) It will tlnm 
1«* foi the ( Jo\(‘rnment of India to mn\»* the Railwax Board or other 
ailthonties and also it will be tlie dut\ of the (loxernmeiit ol Bmipal. 
if tlime are an\ proximial (‘irinp paifies m tin* (au.se.id llu'se Hoods 
to take action 

Pai .Maln*ndra ('haiidia .Mitra Pahadui has supp(‘sted a ((Uiimitli'e 
*like the Peiinanent Wateiwa\s ('ommittee Max 1 p(unt out to liim, 
XX nil due deteieme to his ape and e\ {>ei i(*nce, that tin* duties (d tlio 
at(‘ixva\s Committee ale xeix difleient flom the duties of a i oin- 
mittei* that max be coiistKiited to po into the (juestion id floods Idn* 
\\’al(‘iwaxs CoTiiiinttt'e is a p<‘imanent (ommiltee whiih has pot to 
examiiK* all schemes lepaidinp waleiwaxs fiom time to time As 

lepal<ls tin* in(|iliM into the tbxels, a eoriiiiiittee must pine toi al! 
make an iiKjinrx and lepoil to the troxeininent 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MiTRA Bahadur: 1 supp.si d u 

commnte«‘ r»n the lines (d the lh*imanent Waterxxaxs Comtiiitle ■ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: This bimps iin* ba( k to tin* arpiimeni tliat sU( h a < om- 
mittiH* Would not Im* jKj.ssible, because the juojMKed (ornmiltee would 
have to po into tlie (juestion orne loi all and submit its n*jK)it lo (iov- 
ernm(*nt I can assuie the Hai Haliadui with repaid to the (pieMtion 
of floods in Midnap(»ii‘. and I (.in also as-iiie Pabu Indu Phushan 
Dutta with repaid to tin* floods m the TipjN*ia distiiet. we shall make 
due iiKjUiiie.s and if we find tliat furthei action is neeessuiv b\ (ioxcin- 
meiit, we shall no douht po into that matt<*r ni dm* eouisc*. 

With repard to tin* MidnajKUe tiait, it is jH*rfe(tly clear to all thoa© 
who have been in tlie distiK t of Mi(ina{M>ie, that then* we are uji 
apainst the (juestion of tliese emhnnkiiients and tlie dutn-s of (icrvern- 
meiit on the one hand, and the zamindars oii the other. So, unless and 
until there is a confeience U'tween (ioxerniuent offieials and the zamin- 
dars affected by thesi* floods in the area. I do not think that any 
prai tieal solution is likelx to be arrived at. I baxe already suppested t<y 
Mr. Huntinpford, the CItief Knpineer in the Irripation Deimrtment, U 
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go into this ((ueHlion with a view to see whether it is possible to get 
the zainiiulars to veer round to some of the opinions at any rate which 
the (}overnni(‘iit poswiSM regarding the Midna}M>re AckkIh and the 
chronic floods that take place in Ghatal, and that will be gone into in 
due (!ours<^. 

Now, I wish to make some general observations. It has been said 
that Government has slept over the floods in Rajshahi. It has been put 
foi^furd that Government are hiding the extent of the damage that 
has tuk<‘n place. 'J’hen, it has U'en pioposed bv my friend, Jiahu IXdii 
J’ro.sad Khaitan, that the Government, the Hailwa\s, and everybody 
elsc^ should lie sued for coiiijHUisation. Well, the (juestion*' at issue is 
whether a conimitUi^e is necessary to asreitain the extent of such damage. 
Government have prejKired two estimaU's up till now. The first was a 
jindiminary estimate publi.shed on the* 11th of ()ctols‘r, which was al>out 
a fortnight after the flisids occurred and the second was published on the 
bth of November after the local otficeis had had time to l(M>k round them 
and collect more reliabb* information. Both these s >imply 

gave the state of affairs as it was known to Gi>vernim*nt , and the latter 
i'onmnt tuque is, in the opinion of Government . corri'ct enough for all 
practical purjKises. It shows that an area of about 1.800 .sipiare miles 
was trav(»rsed by the floods; that according to tin* pre.siuit rej>r>rt 55 lives 
were lost; that 00 |¥»r cent, of the huts m the nortluTn part of the area 
might be taken to have been ibunolished ; that 400 sipiaie mile'' or so, 
sown w’lth winter rice, had suffVnul a loss of To pu cent., and that 
over 12,000 head of cattle were lost. Nim. this is a \ei> careful esti- 
mate btused on the repirts of officers actually at work in the afi*eeted 
areas and deputed, amongst their other pnncipil tluties as relief officers, 
to ascmtain the'^extent of the damag<‘. Of course in a matU*r tif this 
kind, at Uvst, this estimate must be approximate, but it is jiroliably 
the l>est estimate that can 1^ obtained. I’he result ha,s U'eii, however, 
that the Government have l)t‘en consistently abused, and that some of 
the papers have Ikhmi angry with the Government for having, as they 
say. underestimated the situation. A reference. however, to 
these statistics which 1 have just inentiom*(l, will show that the 
(uUamity w’as undoubtedly great, though it wius not an apjwilling 
disaster qf that magnitude which some p*ople, who not knowing the 
facts as thoroughly as the District Officers and local officers, would 
try to make it out to be; Init 1 have no wish to minimise the magnitude 
of the caliunity. There is one thing to be^ said on liehalf of Govern- 
ment. There is no reason v.'hy Government should desire to minimise 
the effect of tliese AikmIh. When I was down at Santahar a gentleman 
came to me saying that he had seen 2(K1 (uvrciises of dead cattle in on© 
place. I mentioned the fact to Mr. Reid and on a subset] uent leput 
it was found that in that jwrticular jdace there were only 20 carcaaes, 
which shows that tliere is a likelihood of a tendency to exaggerate on 
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the part of people who are not conversant with the conditions of the 
district. 

Now T come to the (juestion of comjK'iisation. This involves the 
valuation of the danmjfe done. There have been valuations made in 
the news|>a{>ers and w<‘ have been asked in a question in this t’ounril 
to jrive a valuation of the damaj^e. Now a correi t vaJuation of the 
flania^^e done is praetieull y impossible in a (‘ase of this description and 
(iovernment ha\e almost invanabl\ refinstsl in sut li cases tt» entei u|kmi 
the unprofitable task of makin^^ such a \ ablation when the (iovern- 
ineiit itself knows that the valuation f annot 1 h* as complete f»r collect as 
it would desire. It nia\ be in the remembrance of .soim* of the meiiilHOs 
of the ( ouncil tliat in thi‘ case (»f the ^leat c\ clone tio\eriiment refused 
to make sindi a valuatiion. It was mother attf*nipte<l nor shall we 
attempt to makt* a valuation in the piesent case. Take tlu* ciuse of 
dama^,o‘ done outside the railwax line, which it may be iHKsriih* to value 
ordy roii^ddy It not onl\ concerns los^ <»f (“atth‘ Imt loss of lives, 
c'l’op^. and houses also. One valuer mi^^ht sa\ in re^oird to crojis that 
ill the wh(d<‘ ar(‘a the* (‘iitin* l(i-anna cro|K has Immoi dc’stiovcMl and 
another valuer mi^rht point out that th(‘ cro|»s at tlm tune wm’c* really 
non-e^l'^tenl , while* a tluid valuer will draw atte^ntion to the fact tliai 
a ^0)0(1 deal of the* cio]» had alreadv lH‘en lost In'tore tlie flood Then 
in the* ca.sc* cit tlie p-anja crop, if the new ciop turns out wcdl it will be 
said that th<*n* was n<0 c (Uisiiiei able chima^o* done; li not. then it will 
b<‘ .said that th(*re was a loss If we take hoiis*‘s, om* class oi c alcu* 
latois will prcdiahlv assc'ss the* loss at so iini< h a hcnisi* and w oi k 
out the valuation in his own wav Anothc'r calculator will pcihaps 
sav that tlie hou>c*s wen* inostlv of mud and that many of tlu‘m wc‘rc‘ 
old and tliat the* other materials, such as corni^'-ated non, could ix;! he* all 
waste'd In the case* of loss of cattle*. the*re‘ are* the* fij.^uie*s and it is 
I»ossif)le that a more* correct fijj-ure will Ik* arrive*d at Ibit in the case 
of tliese e*slimat4*s, it may Ik* an ove*re‘stimate or it mav In* an under- 
estimate and it is not reall> worth incpiinn^ into. "Hie* main ed))ec t is 
to st*e* that rc'lief is ^nven. and I contend that we have* done* all that ire 
necessarv in this matter. 

Tlien it lias be‘e‘n su^^este‘d tliat a c-onimittee Mhould ^-o infci tlie 
(piestion of the* meiisures for redief Such re'lief mav Ik* divided unde*r 
two heads — (roverTiineiit relief anci private charitable* n*ln*f. What 
measun*s (iovernment should adopt in sijeh a ease are well-know’n ami 
it is unm*c'e*sHary for anv coniniitte'e to lulvise (iovernnient on the* Hulijecl 
jfenerallv. Moreover, it is the ]e‘^itiniat<* function of the (*xecutive 
Government, and unless there are very special rc*asc>ns to the contrary, 
it cannot divest itself of its resjeonsibUities and delej^-ab* sucb functions 
to a non-offiriiil committee. T^nfortunatc'ly, owirijr to ibe climatic and 
physical cMUiditions of the country, Government have cjualified as expe-rfs 
in the relief of famine or distn^ss. In fac t, the policy of Government 



172 


NORTH BENGAL FLOODS. 


[21st Nov. 


i.H prartirally u f ut and dried |K)Iiev in such matters and there is no 
iieceHHilv to tonnuhite a speciiiJ |xjliry. The i>olicy has ^frown up and 
it iH cmbiHljcMl in the I'amine Oode and in the Famine Manual. It is 
a vei y MTiiph* ixdiry indeed. When such calamities occur, the first 
thin^f IS <o make ananj^n*n»entM for gratuitous relief, i.c., relief of all 
jH*rsons ]e(|mriiig food and shelter. The first thing the (\)llector has 
tf) do Is to divide th(‘ urea into difierent circles and dejnite deputy 
magistrates, suh-dejmty magistrates, etc., as officers to those circles and 
send money to the,s(‘ officers foi the pui’ixise of the rtdief. Government 
is resiMUisihle, as (>hseiv(‘(l hy .Sir .lohn (Himming, for saving lives and 
for tliat pdrjKise Goveinmeiit funds can he drawn uixm for a subsistence 
ration idi each |>erson. In tin* present case, both the C'ollectors were 
on the sjxjt as soon as they got news that |K*ople net‘(b‘d relief Other 
otiiceis were i(‘calle<i fiom their holidays and tlH*\ gave u]> the Fuja 
holida\s ((► do tludr duties 'I'hev have worked loyaJl\ tor the Govern- 
mmit- deputv colleciois and sul>-deput\ collef toi'. w )io all ( smie back 
and de\ote<l thems<>l\es to the work d'hi" imm(‘<liate gratuitous relict, 
howev(*r, d(H‘s not last long in the <'as(* of eve!\bod\ It is eontinned 
111 the cas(- of widows and orphans and old and infiim people For able- 
bodu'd [H'lsoiis, laboui is ]Mo\ided in the lebuilding ot houses and sow- 
ing of Clops WIhmi further relief is reipiiKMl thmi rclnd work is 
jirovided by the (list net boards, and 1 b(die\(‘ m\ friends, the chairmen 
of the district boards of U.ajshah) and Uogra. are fuU\ alive* te^ the 
impoitan<<' of this kind <d woik, which thc\ will ha\<‘ to '»1ait in tiu* 
(idd W'(‘allwi In the* pr(‘''(‘nt ca.s<‘ ot the floods these aie at ]>ieseiit 
under contmnplat ion. Having' thus met thi* immediate re(jUin*ments of 
the situation the (\dlectoi then turns his att(*ntion to the reipiiienients 
of the majoi jKulion ot the [mpulation. / the cultiMitors who repuiie 
a.ssislanc(‘ till tlie next har\est I'his assistance is given in the shap«* 
of agnculturaJ loans for aginultural necessities. In the ]>resent case 
thiMe was an ivxeellent op|>oi*tunit\ for le.sowing lands for r<ihi crops 
ami (‘onse(|uently , in consultation with the agricultural dejiartments 
arraiig'emen ts were imnle foi loans erf this kirnl ami for the distribution 
of set‘ds and it is umhustood that the ag-i u'ulturists lune verv much 
ap[)n*<iate<l tlu‘ opportunits g-i\«Mi them toi obtaining rain seeds. A- 
alreaily intimated we pio|H)se to gne Hs. (> lakhs m loans miKstly in 
money The ('ollector then has to makt‘ arrangements for medical 
relief in ca.so of ejudmuie These, Sir. are the main mea.sures which 
the Goviunmeiit lias to adopt, i.c., gratuitous relief, medii'al ndief. and 
loans. 'I'his i.s how the t‘xpenditure of the mone\ belong’ing to the 
State has to Ih^ made in such cast's as was explained by Sir John 
('umming on a fuevious occasion. 

Now, Sir, 1 shoubi like to reply to the accusation that has been made 
with regard to Ills FiXcellencv the Govermu* and the Government for mvt 
o{iening an All-India Relief Fund, If anybody is responsible for thie, 
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I am, and I take the re'^jxnisihility entirely on my own shoulders and 
for the following reasons. First of ^all. in a ease of this nature, we 
had to find out what rhantahle funds theie were iii the hands of the 
(fovernment. As soon as the Folleilois sent us figures wt* (consulted 
our Finaiieial I)t»[Xirtinent and we found that there was a little over a 
lakli of rupt‘es in the old ('yeJone Fund With the fi^^ures whieh the 
Colleetors ffave us at that time we thoujrht that the amount in our 
liands from that fund was amph‘. While ae were still in (oires|¥)nd- 
enee with tht‘ (’olleetors askin^^ them to j^ive Us moie aeeuiati* figures 
we umlerstood that jmhlie hodies headed h\ that pi ine<d\ -lu'arted jj-eiitle- 
man Sir IV t\ Ho\ and others had staitial a fund Now 1 ask this 
House that when tiie (io\einm(‘nt found that they had sulheient hinds 
in their hands and when there was this j»uhli(‘ spiiil eMiKin^ itself, 
would it iiave been n^^ht in these davs of dtonoeno’) to stait an oj»jiosi. 
tioii shoji'r d'his hood has ju-odiieed some most exeelleiit ridud-w oi kei s 
Would we not have he(*n aeeusod of tr\in^^ to Iwditth^ the (‘Xiadhoit work 
that these woikeis were doin^ undei the leadeishi]) ol lOu* whose 
rvcellenl woik I iHO'ieiici'd duniif.j’ the turn* of Khulna reliid, when 
we p■a^e tiom the rhantahle fund rompanitividx little and tlnu'e was 
niainl\ Sn V (' Uo>’s fund whirli ilnl all the work*'’ With that 
e\ {H'l leiiri' 1. as nn'inlKM in (iiaij^o* of th(‘ lte\t‘nue I)(*partment. did not 
think that i would Ih‘ justified with mone\ in hand in re(|Uinnj.r His 
Fx<‘el]en( \ the tfoveinor to open an All-ll(*n^^al I'uiid. when men like 
Sii 1' (’. lto\ . associat.KOis like tin* Ham Kiishna Missnoj. the Se\a 

>aniiti, the Soi lal SeivKe Fea^^ue, ett . weie doin^r sui h exeidlent woik 
III then own wa\ No doiiht a (eitain amount of o\eilapjun^^ is hound 
ti> take jdare w Inm such v^oIk is j.rojli^'' oli Wheii 1 w<‘iit down to 
.^.inlahui 1 ^ave out ver\ ( leai iiisti lo t inn^ t(^ the (’oiler tms that then* 
should he no ovei la|)pin^" and certain areas should 1 h* handed o\er 1(» 
these freiitlemeii. Difforent or^ninizatnms like the Klnlafat ('oni- 
mittr'e, tlu‘ Swaraj I’lind, ami tin* orp^anization rd Sir IV Roy and 

others W’eie W'orkiii^^ there and I met thmi memhei's at the lelief centres 
iie.ii 'rilokejnir and Akkeljuu. I askr*d ear h one indivjduall\ whether 
he was satisfied in tlu^ w'a\ the lolief centres wen* hein^ ofM*ned and 
tije\ al! said tluit th<*\ were satnlied in the wa\ tile work was ^r(,in;^r on. 
If may lie that a fircni one <-eiitie ^r<H‘s (o amcther centre* and 

takes rr'lief from Inith places, hut this cannot Iw eiitirel\ stopjH*d. Hut 
in Mew of the fact that we hucl a coiiNideralde urnoiint of money in our 
hands we were fiill\ justified, as His Fxc elleru v’s letter to the jirewH 
M‘r\ clearlt expressed in asking'- the ( Vunmissioner to do his dutv in his 
c»w n diMsioi) starting' a fund If after exj)erienc<‘ shows that then* 
has been any dereliclion of duty on the jwrt of the (Kivernment , ] would 
jrladly take all the resjKinsihihty on m\ own shoulders. 

Now T return to the cpiestion of the committee. I have already taken 
UJ 1 the time of the ('ounc il af ^rreat leng-th and I would not detain it 
much longer. The question is one of causes and remedies. The root 
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cau8« of the is the abnormal rainfall. In Rajshahi the water 

rf>He tr> a hi^^^h level owing to the floods and the railway embank- 
meuts might have been one of the contributory^ causes. Government 
have upjK)inted a committee of experts to consider the question. It 
may be the committee will collect evidence and it may be 
soiiK^ time before we get their report, but in view of the fact 
that a floofl occurred there in 1918 and that we have some information 
on the Hiibject collected by the late Mr. Cowley, we have decided that 
the question must be thoroughly investigated. It is true that the Rail- 
way Hoard have deputed an officer for special incjuiry, but this Govern- 
ment considers that it is only right that there should be an independent 
investigation on floods and not on the (|uestion of railw'ay embankments 
alone. Rai llarendrariath Ohaudhuri pointed out that in reply to a 
(j nest ion Mr. l)ey gave on beludf of the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab 
Ali ('haudhuri, the Minister in charge, with regard to bridges and 
cul vents that the (iovernment of Bengal would wait for the refiort of 
the Railway Hoard officer l)efore taking further action, I may say that 
Mr. Dev is of c^iurse techiiLc^lly right, but it does not follow that 
because the Go\erntuent of Bengal (‘unnot take action Indore the Rail- 
way Hoard has published its reiH>rt that we are going to sit still and 
do nothing iHuause, as I have said, we have got suffiiuent information 
at our (lis|>osal to go aheiwl and because our local ofliceis do believe that 
the railway cuubankments are rea|K)n.sible foi the flocnls t-o no small 
measure that we have proiK)sed the committee. Thendore, 1 (an assure 
the (’ouncil that this c^unmittee is not going to Im* a white-washing 
(’(uniuittee, nor is it going to play second fiddle to the Railway Hoanl 
conunitlee. I think the conninimqut has sutficiently made it clear that 
Government is determined to go into the whole (pK'stion. Now, Sir, 
really and truly there is no need to accept any of the resolutions that 
Imve been brought forward to-day btu'ause Government have already 
taken action, but in view of the great detil of anxiety shown by many 
of the .siH'akers, 1 would lie (juite prejmred to move a resolution in the 
form of an amendment to Babu Indu lihushan Dutta’s resolutioti No. 12 
for the acceptance of the Council. My amendment would run thms: — 

“ This (\>iincil ix'comnieiids to the Ooverunient that a rx)mmittee 
of expt*ri.s, otficiaJ and non-official members, with iK>wer to co-opt, be 
apiH)int(xl t{» iiujuire into and roj)ort on the causes of the fretpient flcxxl.s 
in Northern Bengal and to suggest possible remedies.” 

The rea.son why I do not mention any non-official laymen is this : 
Hint the commitieo must essentially be a committee of experts, but we 
have given it the power to co-opt other members. If in the locality 
there are gentlemen, who have really gone into the question, they will 
be consulted and the committee will consider whether apart from the 
railway embankments there were other causes which were obetructing 
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the flow of the flood water. At present it is proposed that Mr. Hunting- 
ford, the Chief Engineer in charge of the Irrigation Department, should 
l)e the President of the committee and Mr. ILxlgson, the SuiK*riniend- 
ing Engineer of the Rajshahi division, and Dr. Bentley, the Director 
of the Public Health, members. It is also pro|H>s«Hl that the Institution 
of Engineers should nominate two non-ofliciaJ engineers, one of whom 
must be an Indian to be memliers as w-ell. Then, again, it is ju'ojKised 
— although {jerhaps 1 may be critici.sed for not including any representa- 
tive of the North Bengal Railway, while 1 am jmtting in ptniple repre- 
senting lot'al IxKlies which may lx* |)artiy res|M>nsiblc for the floiHi to 
include the District Engineers of the (listm-t Isnirds of Ha)shahi anti 
Bogra, where the flootls UK>k place. The District Boiinl KngintH'rs are 
on a different footing to the Railway Enginetus who are really resjxm- 
sible to the Imiierial Government and not to tlie ItHul GoVernnu'nt . It 
is tlierefore pr{t)H)sed that tliese gentlemen wouhl form theftiselvt'S into 
a committee and it oj>en to them t4> tMMjpt any numlxT of m(‘ml>ers 
in the Iticality or outside the locality. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the> all W exixrtsy 

Tha Hon’ble the MAHARA«IADHiRA«IA BAHADUR oH 

BU ROWAN: If it is 'understo(Kl, .Kir, that) the )cominilt<*<‘ has the 
power to co-opt nnunbers, it is clear that it is optui to the coniniitl<‘e 
to (‘onsider whetloM' the co-oj>ted meinlM‘rs should U* non-oflicials or 
non-experts, d’his must be left t(> tin* discreti<»n of tlie comnntt«»e 
it.self. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK : May I liave your isTiiiJNsion 
to ask the Hon’ble the MeinlKU whetlier this i-onimittee will be a <-om- 
mittee of exjierts in AikkIs or exjK»rts in making committees and sub- 
mitting reix)rtsP 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: They will be exjsTtH with regard to the (juestion of water 
levels, (juestions of embankiiHMits, and i{ue.stions tliat the Irrigation 
Dei)art merit generally go into. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would ask Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta whether 
he accepts the extra words that have lx*en suggested by the H(»irble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan? 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I should like t4» have my motion 
No. 5 put l)efore the Council first. If that is lost, I would gladly accept 
the amendment move<l by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question I asked was whether the member 
was prepared to accept the addition of the words auggeated by the 
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Hori’ble the Memtier in charge of the Revenue Department. The member 
has not answered that. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Yes, I accept them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before 1 call upon the next 8j>eaker I would 
jMjiiit out that we have a good many speakers on the list and we want 
to finiNli the debate to-night. I hoi>e that members will be brief so 
that every one may get a chance. 

Rai ilOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: As Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta has accepted the amendment of the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Member, 1 do hofH* that all the other gentlemen who have proposed reso- 
lutions will drop theirs and there shall lie no neccNsits for further 
discussion. I am really waiting foi an answer whether a disc-ussion 
is reipiired or not. As nobody says anything about it, I had better 
say a few word.s. There has been a great calamity in North Jlengal. 
The heart of the people of Bengal has been touched and their ])ui>e- 
st rings hav«* been loosened for the relief of their suffering brethren in 
North Bengal. Is it possible that the heart of (he Mahnrajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan was not ecpially affected ? Is his lit*art less tender 
than ouisP Is his heart callous? If h(* paid onh Rs .'10,000. the 

presumption is that he could nut pay moi;^. But 1 do desire to sa\ 

that having regard to tin* feeling (x? all m Us he should jiay more. 

Having said so, I must .sa> a wor<l or two about the lailwav'-. Tlieie 

sc'cnis to b(* a grievanci* that the rail wavs an* jaiitlv resjionsible ioi 
this. If MO, tln*n the (juestion is this: whether moie hi nitres and more 
sluice gat«*s ar»* re/jUii’ed. Who should (h*cide that (iin*^lioii^ Nt'ither 
I nor an\ of the s|H‘akers here nor even tin* .Mali.iiajadhiraja Balnnlur 
of Burdvaii. If such a calamit\ happened in hi'^ own (‘state, vlnit 
would he have doneV He* would «‘mploy engine(*i'* to take levels and 
mak(* mathematical calculiltion.s of tin* amount and the extent of ojien- 
ings reijuin'd for letting wat<‘r out. This cannot Ik* done b\ any one 
of us and to say that we should do it is absurd. What Government 
could do, Government has done. They have ap]>ointed a committ(*e and 
1 ho|»e that the committ(»e will coTisist of Engiin*ers who will bt* able 
to say how much o]HMiings are required for letting out water at the 
higln\st 41ood. 

Then the ijuestion of c(»m|w*n.Hution comes in and the devastated area 
has been likened to Bidgiuur after the German invasion. Are the |)eople 
of Bengal or India the invading Germans that they would have to pay 
eom|xensation ? The Secretary of State will not pay from his own 
IKX'ket. Are we to l>e made bankrupt to pi\y comptMi.sation like the 
]H'ople of Gernmny? But that que.stion is simplv irrelevant. But the 
(luestion remains that if the people of Bengal have suffered, it is the 
duty of Government to help them to .set them up in their lands and for 
this probably Rs. 30,000 is not enough. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ou cannot go into the question of Ks. ilO.OOO 
now. \\ e heard a great deal alKiiit it yesterday. I hojx* you will give 
other sjieaker.s a chance. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BahMiur: 1 suhmit that the 
Hon’ble the Member will take into consideration the feeling which has 
been expres.sed in tln.s lIon.He and (‘onsider whether some more monev 
IS i(‘<|imed tor the relief of the people in North Hengal. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: After the s}veches we have 
heaid to-day, I neinl not dilate uj>on the matter much Hut there ha^ 
been a reference to the distnct board of Dinajpiir and it ha.s beiui aci used 
for not keeping enough w'aterwa\H for which iea.son thtu'c lias been 
flooding of tln.s ]iortion. The accusation ap|»eaied in the A,bif///.v// /non 
rf the ‘Jlth October I should like to pmnt out to the House that the 
flood occurusl .some *10 miles to the south of Diiuijpur. so the distiiet 
boaid of Dinajpur cannot be held to Im^ rt‘s)Hmsible for this flood 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: On a iHunt of order. Sir K if 
relevant to bring in th(‘ distnct board of Dinajpur ^ That district boaid 
Is not undei criticism. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we can just Inuir with the mcMiibei a few 
minut«‘s more. Hut if Ik* sf/eaks too much of Dinaj|)ut. I will tell liiie 
we have nothing to do with it. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: What I would suggest to tlu 
Ili'Ti’bb' the M«‘mbei in <-haige is that the conimitt<‘e whnb will b»' 
fonn(‘(! should aihise the district boatds of North Hetig^al with rf‘gard to 
loads I wouhl suggest atiothei thing Some of the water ihannels arc 
being blocked with hvacinths and this ought also to lie looked into by 
the conimifte(‘ I hoi>e that the committee will be able to find out the 
cause of th(* flood and to .suggest means for avoiding anv recurrence 

Khan Bahadur MauIvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (hi a subjed like 
this it is ver\ difficult to speak without some emotion winch often stanils 
in the way of sound reasoning. The disaster that befell North Ifengal 
tow’aids the close of SeptemlM*r i.s a uni(|Ue one. It surpassed all the 
ralamities and disasters that trwik pla<*e within our living memorK*s. 
Such calamities and disasters are not without some silver lining behind 
them, and in the present case also we find some jmllintive r ircumstam es 
wlu(‘h. though it will not fully remove from our minds the anxiefv and 
K<"trrow that we feel for the jieojde, yet will give us relief to a certain 
extent. He*iides washing awav a large quantitv ( f filth and r (her 
things that accumulated for ages, it aflForde<l a splendid opjiort u n i t v to 
our countrymen to show their genuine love for their motherland, their 
power of organization and the sympathy they felt for the people, 
and they endangered and almost * sacrified their lives for the 
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amelioration of their condition. It has given a unique oppor- 
tunity to the Bengali nation to remove the blackest stigma on their 
chamrier that their enthusiasm for work does not last longer than the 
hubbies of Hoda water. They secured the sympathy of the whole of 
Benjfal, nay, the whole of India, and they amassed a fabulous amount of 
money for removing the sufferings of the people, which has extorted 
admiration <*ven from those persons who are least able to appreciate the 
<|ualiti(^s of our Bengali youngmen. It has also brought to the fore- 
front what powers the officers have, and how, if they are so minded, 
they can arouse the sympathy of the j^eople. The work of the District 
Magistiatcs fif Pabna and Rajshahi, both of whom are Eurojx»aii gentle- 
men, shows lieyond all doubt that they have the s>'mi>athy of the Bengali 
lH*ople, ami they also can feel for the [leople and sacrifice all their 
comforts for improving the condition of the ])eople. It has done some- 
thing more than that. It has reminded the railway auth(»rities that it 
is not often a sound policy to sacrifice everything to the Moloch of 
economy. TTitherto the Railway Board and the railway authorities 
have turned d(*af ears to the pcM^qde’s demand for more waterw’ays and 
headways for the convenience of the country and the traffic with coun- 
try lioats. But this calamity has proved that the economy they have 
hitherto practised is a false economy. You all rennmilier how long the 
Bogrn section of the railway had to b<‘ stopj^t^l. because the railway 
lines were waslied away in many places, and the railway authorities had 
to suffer a great loss. T remember when the Sara-Sira jgaTii railway 
was taken up. the first measurement w'as gone into througli a more 

desirable and mon* convenient route; but the route that lav through 

the higher parts (,f the district along the banks of the river Tehamati 

was given up sinpdv to bring about a shortage in the mileage and 

thend>\ to save some amount of money; that was a mistaken i>olicv on 
the part of the milwav authorities. If that route were followed, then 
It could cross at a point \<‘]»ere all the waterways of the division resolvefl 
themselves into a narrow channel near Rotazia Without following 
that, the line was laid through the southern part of the rhalanbhil, 
where the excess water of the whole country ])asse<l through several 
channels over flat e(Mintr>'. If you lof)k at the map of the Rajshahi 
division, you will find that there are only two rivers, one is the Tista 
and tlie other the Mahanada, which carry a considerable quantity of 
water inlo the Ganges and the Jamuna. Below it there is no river of 
considerable impf)rtanct» which can earn* the excess water. All the 
water accumulates in the Ohalanbhil, and the outlet lies through the 
district of Pabna. It is only through Providtmee that the Sara-Siraj- 
pinj line was saved this time. Wlien after incessant rains the water 
iH'gan to rise, the |>eople had their homes submerged with water and 


many jieople came in a bodv and tried to cut oj>en the line. It was 
only the intervention of Providence that saved the line as well as many 
lives. This calamity has touched the heart of the railway authorities 
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and they have appointed a committee to inquire into the matter. It 
behoves the Government also to make a thoroug^h inquiry into tin* 
matter and to see that such an incident may not occur in future. I 
have often heard it said that the o<'cummce of this year is an unusual 
one, and that the railway authorities cannot exjwH’ted to proviiK* 
afrainst such incidents, but I dure say that when a ix»rmanent structure 
IS built, it i.s incumbent ujx>n the pro|H*r authority to provide ajirainst 
soraethin^^ unu.sual. I must say that the Sara-Sinij^anj lines has not 
made provision for the ordinary AikkI water to pass through. Kverv 
year we find the water level in the channel on the north side of tin* 
line hi^'lier by 1 or lA cubits than that on the south causing constant 
accidents. •This year it so hn]q)ene<l that if one were to stand on the 
Dili>asha niilway station, and look towards the north-west, one would 
see nothing hut a vast sheet of water, where ex<elh*nt paddy irrew, 
lookinfr at which the ]K*ople were once elated with joy. These were 
carri(*<l away by the fl<K>d. Tt is also the business of the (h>v(‘rninenl 
to see that it should not Ik* oiitstrip|KMl hv the activities of H<»ine of 
the jrentlemen who always try to vie with Oovenunent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are now considering the a]>]>ointnu‘nt of 
a cr)ininittee to iiHjuire into the matter, and 1 do not know whellu'r 
the rneinher wants to talk this out and have it adi»)urne<l till to-nionow. 

<* have only 5 minutes left and w’e have pot to finish it 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; With these 

remaiks, T submit that tin* amendment put forward by tin* TTon’hli* the 
Maliara jadhira ja Bahadur of Burdwan 1 h* aecepted by tliis House. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur* T shall In* very brief ] 
wish to touch ujx)n a few points with referenee to the H|)e<*ch that has 
he<*n| delivered hv the TTon’hle the Muharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 
As far as 1 have been able to follow his HiK*eeh, he admits that the 
railway embankments are to a larpe^extent responsible for the disaster 
that has taken ]>lare in North Benpal; for as he says if the (Jovernment 
were not so satisfied, thev would not have consented to afqioint a 
committee. This admission shows that the eonsequenres must he* taken 
into eonsidenition. The eonsequenre of the floorls haw lK*en a dire 
diaa.ster- the desolation of homes of about a hundred thousand pfx>ple. the 
destniction of property and even death in some rases: and the loss is 
approximately estimated at — it mav he ripht or it may 1 m' wronp, it 
may he exappt*rated or under-rated — over 4 or h crores of nifiees worth 
of property. 

Thev say we have entered into a new era of Government, demo(’ratic 
and reformed Government, under the ippis of British rule in Tndia. T 
put it to YOU, Sir, whether under similar circumstances in vf>ur own 
country, even the solid phalanx of the pnsat Lloyd Georgia n Ministry 
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would have continued in power for a week had they handled the situa- 
tjon in the way it has been handled herer' From the volume of public 
opinion that haH lx*en expressed in that part of the country, it is quite 
clear that the jieople of the district — the people whose |)atience is beyond 
descrij)tion, according’ to the w'ords of late Sir Henry Cotton — have 
sacrificed their all to the culpable negligence of the railway adminis- 
tration. And what are w'e doing to alleviate iheir sufferings? Heie 
in the (V)uncil we can do nothing but fret and fume. We want that 
the commit tcH* which is to be ap|M>inted must lie not merely an ofhciul 
committee of exjH*rts but it must lx‘ such a committee as to inspire 
confidence in the peo])le — in these days it is a great asset to gain the 
ronfidenc’e of the people. There is an apprehension both ’outside and 
inside tlie ('ouncil, that the committee may not be a re]iresentative one 
and that it may tend to white-w'a.sh the whole affair. So I think that 
it is of paramount imfmHance that the committee should lie a committee 
not (Uil\ of exjM'rts but also an inde^jei^boit mixed committee of 
officials and non -officials. 

The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has said that if the coinmitfee so 
chcK^se, th(‘v can co-opt certain members from outside* tlieir ow'n dis- 
trict, blit they should not In* suffercMs like* mv fruMid Babu Kishoii 
Mohan Chaudhiiii Sir. if a hundnsl thousand |H‘ople have suffered 1)\ 
the floods, is it int<‘nded In the* Maharaja that T. Badha Chaian Ihd 
from Calcutta, or Mr. Bijo\prosad Singh Hov from Huidwaii. is to be 
nominated to that committee? Should not the* suffeiers who are directly 
interc'sted, be represented on the ('ommittec'? What is th<‘ ccui'^titu- 
ti(»n of the International League* which is now sitting in Europe*? .Vre 
the* sufferers not represented in it to exai’t n’paration fiom the German 
Government? So T think here also the sufferers must Ik* repre.sented 
on the committ<>e. 

T had the gr(‘atest ref<^>ect for the Maharaja Bahadur who, though 
young in years, soems to have growui old b\ his official ])ositjon. 1 
am very sorry at his irresponsible remarks with reference to the suit 
suggested hv s(^me of our eminent ('ountrvmen again.st the Secretary 
of Stat(‘. TTe has challenged saying, rather in a light-hearted and 
flippant manner, “ there are many suits against the Secretary of State; 
b't one^more he added.” IVrched on th«* adamantine hill toT> of his 
official ]x>sition W'ith a national exchequer at his command he well 
knows how helpless the |>e(iple are to fight wdth the Secretarx' of State 
ami tlu're sitting as a member of the crusted bureaucracy of the most 
rotten dvarchv, he idinllenges the jieople to sue the S«>cretarv of State, 
and T think the days of dvarchv which he represents, are doomed. The 
above remark of the Maharaia Bahadur — T am sorry to ob.serve — is not 
calculated to enhance his reputation, for .sobriety and moderation of 
langnag”. wbicb ought to characterise high official utterances on a 
matter of such vital importance aa the one under discussion. 
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1 come sow to another point. 1 have all alou^ 8aid>>xand if 1 have 
been misunderstood, it is my misfortune— that 1 am a whole-hearted 
oo-operator with the Government and what 1 am goiiif^ to say now comes 
out of my ex|)erience of the last dO years of public life and for two 
generations. It is a great thing to inspire confidence in the people. 
The Government have admitted the great work done by the different 
non-olficial agencies. They have made a fair attempt to ascertain 
correctly the damage to the jieople and the amount of compeiiMilion to 
be paid. The Government have paid u well-merited tnhute to Sir P. C. 
Koy who has devoted so mu<‘h of his energy and time to this work 
of amelioration of the distiess of the flood-'itiick«*ii peojde. Why should 
we not co^l)erate with them? Wh\ should we not make a correct 
estimate of the loss caused? In the (‘o-o|H*iation, mind you, Govern- 
ment have nyt to pay everythinir. It will als(» help to Mtiimilate the 
philanthropy of the i)e()i)le. Why should the committee- not eo-opt 
such members? Tt would stimulate public charity and help us sul>- 
stantialiv towards reconsti net ion and rehahilitntion. This is a noble 
work of which we, even in the dvarchv, should be proud though I am 
sure we are coming to the dving davs of dvarchv. 

The Hon’ble the Mahai ajadhiraja Bahadur has not thought fit to 
accept our resolution. Wc weie n< customed for yeuis past to be ruled 
by the Indian ('ivil S(*rvice with a Governor at the head, but I must 
say that if we had cm Goveinoi frevh from the bracing atmosphere of 
England presiding over us to-dav and giving the Council gnidHTJce and 
instruction, T am sure that he would at once have stretcdied forth his 
right hand of co-o]teration in the Tioble work of rei'onstruction and 
rehabilitation which the Maharaja is withholding. 

The Hon’bfe the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: T have nothing to add. I <ompIiment rnv fiiend, llai 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, on the language he has used and the way 
in which he has put forward his case. T have defended the (tovernnient 
and I have mentioned what thev have done and are doing. Tt is wrong 
to suggest that Government are not co-oj>erating with the different 
non-official agencie.s. In fact, I have dealt with this subject at the ve^^ 
beginning of my sj>eeoh and |S)inted out that it was not correct to carry 
on such an i»ipression because the local Government officials and the 
members of the non-official agencies have up to now worked in amity 
and harmonv, and I am sure will continue to do so. 

As regards the personnel of the committee and the scope of its 
inquiry, I have already gone into that at length and I do not think 
it will serve an V useful purpose to repeat it. 

The following resolution of Babu Tndu Bhiishan Dutta, as amended 
bv the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, was then 
put : — 

** This Council recommends to th^ Government that a committee 
of experiA| official and non-officiaU members, with power to co-opt, be 
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appointed to inquire into and report on the causes of the frequent floods 
in Northern Bengral and to suggest possible remedies/' 

A division was then taken with the following result ; — 


AYES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauiwi WasimuddDn. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Raft Uddin. 

Baau, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Ohaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Ohaudhurl, Mauivi thah Muhammad. 

Daa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

Da, Babu FanlndralaL 
Oaara, Major>Oanaral B. H. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

DanaM, tha Hon bla Mr. d. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Emorton, Mr. T. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Ohoaa, Mr. D. C. 

Qhota, fial Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 
Oooda, Mr. I. W. 

Haq, Shah tyad EmdaduL 
Hornafi, Mr. W. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. a T. 

Huitain, Mauivi Mahammad Madattur. 
damaa, Mr. R. N. L. Langford. 


Ung, Mr. d. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwaii, 

tha Hon'bla the. 

MaHik, Babu turandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItlar, the Hon'bla Mr. F. C. 

Nakey, MIrza Muhammad All. 

Frentioa, Mr. W. 0. R. ^ 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abdmr^ 
Ralkat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kahaunlah 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. d. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh, 
tinha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenton, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 
•uhrawardy, Or. JV. 
tuhrawardy. Dr. Hattan. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 


NOES. 


Data, Ral Bahadur Fyarl LaL 
danah, Babu Sara! Chandra. 
Khaitan, Babu Davl Protad. 


Moltra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Roy, Babu dogendra Nath. 


The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 6, the motion was agreed to. 

The above amended resolution having been <‘urried, all the other 
resolutions on the subject were not put as they were lield to be covered 
by the decision arrived at by the Council. 


Adjournmeiit. 

The Council was then adjourned .till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
22nd November, 1922, at the Town Ilall, Calcutta. 
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PiUXdiiiS* ot tiMi Btngil Lagiilitive OMifioil itnwtoltd untftr ttii 
provisions of the Government of Imfie AoL 

Thu Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Oalcuttai 
on Wednesday, the 22nd November, 1922, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon ’We Member# 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble Nawab 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, being absent), and 
100 nominated and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. a: Cotton)Ll have it 
in command from His Excellency the Governor to announce that there 
will be no meeting of the Council on the 24th instant owing to the 
Durbar at Government House. His Excellency the Governor ha.s set 
ai>art the 27th instant for non-ofliciul business in lieu of the 24th. 


SUrrecI Questions 

(to which oral Answers were given). 

Holidays to Moslem prisoners. 

*XXX. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the D^jjartment of Revenue (Jails) 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Mu.ssalman prisoners were granted a full holiday 
on the la.st Bakr-ld; and 

(it) whether the Hindu prisoners were granted a holiday during 
the last Dasarah? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
two days’ holiday for the Bahr-Ll and one day for Id-ul-Fitr U) the 
Muhammadan prisoners in future? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE fdAILB] 
Cthe Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) (t) No. Pending the final 
decision of Government as to the holidays to be allowed to prisoners 
in jails a half holiday was allowed to all prisoners in the jails on the 
last Sakr-Id. 

* (u) Yes. A holiday was allowed to all prisoners in the jails on the 
MohasUmi day during the last Durga Puja festival. 

{h) The general question of holidays is still under oonsideratioD. 



184 QUESTIONS. [22in) Not. 

Agrioultural loam and other moasurae for relief in North Bengal. 

*XXXI. Mr. 8YEO ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member iu charge of the Department of Eevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the amount of money which the Government intend to 
8i)end on agricultural loans in the aiea.s affected by flood in North 
Bengal Y 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that jieople do not avail 
themselves of these loans as they ought to on account of the conditions 
of the loan ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state what these 
conditions are? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) what step.s have been taken or what stei>s it is projiDsed to take 
for the supply of seed-grains in the affected areas; 

(ti) whether seed-grains are sujiplied free of charge; and 

{in) what stejis have been or are being taken for the suiJjdy of fodder 
to the cattle ? 

(c) W'ill the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of the Government to imiKirt bamboos and straw 
and other materials for the reconstruction of huts in the affected areas? 

(/) Is it a fact that there is a great dearth of these building materials 
in those areas ? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of making any 
gift or grant or loan for the purpose? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)! 

(a) At iireseiit Governfhent propose to allot a total sum of about Rs, 
lakhs for ugiicultuiul loans, out of which Rs. 4} lakhs have already 
l>een sanctioned. 

{b) No; no complaint has reached Government. 

(c) The member is referred to the rules in the Bengal Loans 
Manual, 1918, which lay down the conditions. 

(d) * (i) and (li) As in the case of the floods in 1918, seeds are being 
distributed, wheie necessary, to the cultivators in the shajie of loans in 
addition to loans in money. The seed-loans are being issued in consulta- 
tion with the officers of the Agricultural Department. It is understood 
that in certain cases the seeds are also being sold. 

(iii) Fodder is being distributed free of charge only to the poor and 
needy and is being sold at cost price to others. 

The member is also referred to the Press ComiMiniqui of the 9Ni 
November, 1922. 
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^{%) The reply is in the negative, 

(/) Gorerninent have no reason io believe that there is either a 
great or general dearth of building materials. The huts which were 
destroyed were mainly mud-walled huts. 

(^) A total allotment of Hs. 69, IKK) has been sanctioned by Govern- 
ment for charitable relief met or to be met from charitable funds ^hiok 
covers the expenses for reconstruction of huts. 


PropoMd railway between Ishurdi and Sadhugani. 

*XXXIi: SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of tlte Dejmitment of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whether the construction of the broad gauge 
railway lines between Lshurdi and Sudhuganj in the district of Pubna 
has been sanctioned ? 

(fj) If so, when is the iwtual work of construction of the line likely 
to l)e taken up? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
which have delayed the taking up of the construction of the proiX)sed 
railway line? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Dey): (o) The construction of the line has not Wen 
sanctioned. 

(6) The question does not arise. 

(r) The delay is due to financial stringency. TTie Government of 
Bengal have already recommended this project t(i the Railway Hoard 
and have received a promise from the Board to consider it when funds 
are available. 


Reduction of Settlement Staff owing to introduction of 
two-party eystem. 

^XXXIII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
the MemWr in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number and names 
of — 

(t) kanuDgoes, 

(it) ministerial officers, and 
^ (iii) other officers, 

iogefher with the periods of service rendered* by each df these officers 
in the Settlement De|>aTtraent who wiy be thrown out of emplDyraent 
in Consequence of the introduction of the two-party basis system? 
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(h) What provisions, if any, are the Government making for ikeM 
ofBcers P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BU ROWAN: {a) When the decision to reduce the Settlement pro- 
gramme to a two-party basis was arrived at, the kanungo staff was not 
at full strength. As the Settlements of Nadia, Jessore and Bankura, 
which are in their concluding stages, cannot be wound up until Septem- 
ber, 1924, and there are heavy arrears in Pabna and Bogra, the 
Settlement programme will not be established on a complete two-party 
basis until the field season of 1924-25. Therefore, the reduction has 
been and will l)e gradual and it is impossible at the present stage to 
give a list of the kanungoes and ministerial or other officers who will 
be thrown out of employment in consequence of the introduction of the 
two-party programme. When the two-party system is fully established 
the staff probably required, as compared with the existing staff, is as 
follows : — 

At present; 258 kanungoes (including 12 on deputation); 
500 exi)ert muharrirs; 1,000 inferior inuharrirs. 

Proposed: 170 kanungoes; 300 expert muharrirs; 600 inferior 
muharrirs. 

(h) As the object of the introduction of the two-party system was 
economy, Government can make no geiH»nil jnovision for such officers. 
In some ca.se8, however, work has been found for them in other depart- 
ments. Attempts to find such work will be continued. 

Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment Committee- 

*XXXIV. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Laud Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether there is any member on the (’ommittee for 
the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, representing the Rajshahi 
division P 

(b) When did the said Committee begin their sittings and when did 
they complete their labours? 

(c^ How many sittings of the said Committee took place in allP 

(d) When did the Government receive the report of the said 
Committee P 

(p) When do the Government propose to publish the report of the 
said Committee ? 

(/) What is the expenditure incurred for the Committee? 

TIM Hofi’Mi the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR if 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. Four members on the Committee represented 
constituencies in the Rajshahi division,' mix., Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 
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Kninar Shib Shekhare*war Bay, Rai Sahib Panchaaan Barma and 
Manln Yakuinuddin Ahmed. 

(b) The Committee first met on 22nd August, 1921. The last 
meeting was on 18th August, 1922. 

(c) niere have been 43 sittings of the full Committee. 

(d) Government have not yet received the report of the Committee 
but it is expected very soon. 

(e) No date can be given at present. 

(/) Up to date Rs. 10,400. 

Mt warehouses at Maheshkhal (Chittagong). 

*XXXV. Rai UPENORA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will* the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the I)e]mrtineiit of Finance Bo ideascd to 
state — 

(t) whether it is a fact tliat the construction of some more ware- 
houses at Maheshkhal was sanctioned some years back; 

(iV) if 80 , when; 

(in) whether the work ha.s been taken in hand; 

(iv) if not, why not; and 

(v) whether the work is liktdy to be taken in hand? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’blo 
Mr. J. Donald): (i) The (Government of India have Banetioned a 
project for dismantling some salt warehouses at Sadarghat and in the 
Custom Hous(' coiniKiuud and reconstrucding them in the salt gola 
compound at Maheshkhal. The intention of this project ig to enable 
salt to be disc harged from shipboard to the warehouses more quickly ‘ 
and cheajdy. It will not provide lulditional storage sjimje. 

(«) In 1919, 

(m) No. 

(tr) and (r) The work has been postponed owing to financial 
stringency and will not be taken up until funds are available. 

Shifting of salt golas from Sadarghat to Malioalikhal« 

*XXXVI. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadurs Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be plen«>d to 

(t) whether there is any propoaal for shifting the lalt golat from 
Sadarghat to Maheshkhal ; ' 
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(u) if so, what is the estimated cost for the removal and when 
is it likely to be done ; 

(lit) whether there is any proposal for constructing any kuchha 
warehouses at Maheshkhal or elsewhere for the storage of salt;* 
and 

(iv) whether the storage of non-duty paid salt is allowed in private 
warehouses when accommodation is available in the (iovem- 
ment warehouses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (i) Yes. 

(ti) The estimated cost is Its. 92,038. Government do not consider 
the juoject to be of sufficient urgency to justify its being proceeded 
with in view of present financial condition.s. 

(in) No such proposal is before Government. 

(ir) Ordinarily Government would not allow storage of non-duty 
paid salt in private warehouses when accommodation is available in the 
Government warehouses. 


Storage of salt In Chittagong warehouses. 

^XXXVII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be plea.sed to 
state — 

(/) the total accommodation for storage of salt in each of the 
Government warehouses at MaheshkhaJ, Sadarghat and 
Namunabazar, resj)ectively ; 

{it) the total quantity of salt in the port of Chittagong on the Ist 
November, 1922, in the different warehouses, and also in 
vessels ready ftir discharge into the w’arehouses; 

(ifi) the number of private warehouses hired for storage of salt 
during the months of September, October and November, 
1922; and 

(if) the reason for such licensing of private w^arehouses for storage 
of salt ? 

Tin hon'bl. Mr. J. DONALD: (i) Maheshkhal— 360,000 maunds; 
Sadarghat — 296, (KK) mauiuis; Namunabazar (in Custom House com- 
pound) — 80,000 maunds. Total — 735,000 maunds. 

(it) At Maheshkhal — 301,757 maunds; at Sadarghat — 169,974 
maunds; at Namunabaiar— 62,63^) maunds; in private licensed waro* 
houses — 254,710 maunds. Total — 789,074 maunds. 

In vessels ready for discharge into tke warehouses — 175, 57t 
maunds. 

(itt) Ten. 
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(w) There was not sufficient accommodation in the Government 

During September and October, 19‘i2, an uiiUwSually large number ol 
aalt steamers ai rived one atter the other and sometimes two at a time, 
which naturally led to congestion. 

Rii UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; Is the congestion the first of 
its kind this year, or did it occur before!* 

The Hon’Me Mr. 4. DONALD: I want notice of this question. 

Raj UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Were not private warehouses 

licensed for*storage of salt at Chittagong in previous years? 

The Hon’Ma Mr. J. DONALD: I want notice of this question. 

Lapsing of grants to Dacca University. . 

^XXXVIII. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education l)e pleased to state — 
(i) whether a grant made by the ('ouiieil to the Dacca University 
has lapsed for omission U> ask for the same in time; 

(ti) what is the amount of such grant; and 

(ni) who are the jiersons le'.ponsible for the la|>sing of the grant? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tt» 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MiUer): (t) Yes. 

(ii^ The amount is IN. 1, 1)3, 5(>()- 10-8. 

(hi) a Committee of the Executive ('ouncil of the Dacca Univer- 
sity and a se|>arate Committee of the ('ourt have l>een appointed to 
inquire into the matter and until the result of their inquiry is received, 
Government are not in a {xiaitioii to say who are the iiersons responsible. 


Unstarrod Questiona 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

North Bengal flood s 

77. Baby KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Will the Hou'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Laud Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement regarding the recent flood of 
September last in North Bengal showing — 

(t) the extent of the flooded area in different disiricta with a map 
showing the roads, embankments, railway lines, and the 
bridges and waterways provided therein as far as can be 
aaeertaiiied by 15th November, 1922; 



190 QUESTIONS. [22ia) Boy. 

(it) the causes leading to the abnormal flood so far as ascertained 
by responsible officials; 

^m) the extent and nature of the damage done by the flood and 
the remedial measures adopted; 

(iv) the estimate of the help and relief measures necessary for the 

Iversons and localities affected and the arrangements made 
for the same ; 

(v) the necessity and measure of outside help to be rendered and 

the arrangement so far made and what more is it necessary 
to be made for the same ; and 

(vt) the remedial measures which it is proposed to adopt? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (t) to (in) The member is referred to the communiques 
issued by Government on the 11th Octol)er and 9th November, 1922, 
which give the particulars required. 

Maps showing the areas affected by flood with roads and railway 
lines are placod on the Library table for inspection. Details about 
bridges and waterways are not available at present. 

Taxes xm real property. 

78. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the MexnWr in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state how many kinds of taxes, cesses or rates, local or 
otherwise, including land revenue, are owners or occupiers of real 
proi>erty required to jxiy in this province? 

(fj) What is the total amount realised by each of the said taxes, 
cesses or rates ? 

« 

Tha Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. (a) Besides land revenue and cesses, taxes are levied on 
pmperty under — 

(7) the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, and the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, 1899; 

(^1 the Local Self-Government Act, 1885, and the Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919 ; and 

(,3) the Income Tax Act, 1922, which does not apply to agricul- 
tural income. 

(b) For land revenue and cesses the member is referred to column 9, 
appendices I and XXVIT of the Land Revenue Report. 

The amount reelised from owners or occupiers of real pro- 
perty as such under the Bengal Municipal Act, 18M, and the CalcuHa 
Municipal Act, 1899, in 1920-21 was Rs. 1,46,60,781 and under sec- 
tion 1 18 C of the TiOcal Self-Government Act, 1885, was Rs. 57,893* 
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Soittft few union boardB also realised rates under section 37 (6) ol ike 
Village Self-Government Act, but the amount of such rates is not 
known. 

As regards income tax the information is not available, as income 
tax on income from real property is not distinguished in the returns 
from income tax assessed on other sources of income. 


North Bengal floods 

79. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the IWble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the following ]Nirti- 
culars due to the recent flood in Northern Bengal ; — 

(i) the number of people affected; and 

(ii) the extent of damage including — 

(7) loss of human life, 

(2) bws of cattle, 

(3) damage to houHes and habitations, and 

(4) damage to crops? 

(/>) Will the lion ’hie the Member l>e pleased to state what con- 
clusions have been reache<l regarding the causes of the fl(K>d ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member 1 m> pleased to state what steps 
have, up till now, been taken by the Government to relieve the dis- 
tress caused by the flood? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er be please<l to state what sum has, 
up till now, l)een actually spent by the Government — 

(i) in gratuitous relief to meet immediate distress, 

(it) in relief for such purposes as rebuilding houses, 

(lit) in medical relief, and 

(ir) for the restoration of destroyed crops? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member hi*> pleased to state what further 
sums the Government are proposing to spend in relief work and in 
what shape hereafter? 

Til# Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The meml)er is referred to the Press Communiqui of 
the INh November, 192^. The number of houses or but# destroyed 
was — 

Rajsbabi— 79,440. 

Bogni~4;rt.686. 

Pabna — 700. 

. Dinajpur — 3,511. 
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(6) and (c) The member is referred to the Preaa Communiquii ci 
11th October and 9th November, 1922. 

(d) and {e) No definite information is available at present as to 
the optual amount ftj>ent up to date. The member is, however, referred 
to the replies to starred questions No. XXV (?) and (u) asked by 
Dr. Jatiiulra Nath Moitra which jjpve the details showing the allotments 
made up to date by Government under the different heads and what 
further sum it is proposed to sanction in future. 


Flood relief operetione. 

80. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what has been done by the said department and especi- 
ally by the Hon* ble the Member in charge to coi)e with the recent 
floods and alleviate the miseries of the people up to this time since the 
commencement of these floods in the area affected? 

(h) Will the Hon’ ble the Memlwr be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing in detail the aid given by the Government in the 
flood-stricken area of the districts of Bogra, Rajshahi and Pabna, 
respe(’tively, in the 8ha|)e of — 

(i) gratuitous relief; 

(f i) agricultural loans ; 

(Hi) distribution of rice; 

(ir) of cloth; 

(r) of fodder; * 

(vi) of medicines; and 

(rii) of materials for rebuilding the destroyed houses? 

(r) Will the Hon* ble the Member be pleased to state how many 
officers of Government — 

(T)^ of the Public Health Department, and 
. (ii) of other deirartments, 
tire employed at present on tlie flood relief operations? 

TN Hon’blt m MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR #1 
BURDWANS (d) The member is referred to the Frees Communiq%U$ 
of 11th October and 9th November, 1922, 

(h) The member is referred to the replies to starred questions No. 
XXV (i) and (ti) asked by Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra on the 21st Nov- 
ember, 1922, which give the allotments ma'de up to date by Qovenuneiit 
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<Mi #cooaDt of (1) dr^tuiiouB relief, (2) charitable relief, and (3) agri* 
eeltnral loans. The cost of rice distributed is being met by the CoUeo* 
tor#^ concerned from the grant for gratuitous relief ; and that for cloth, 
fodder, medicine and house-building materials from the allotment for 
charitable relief. Government have also made a free gift of 150 lbs. 
of cinchona febrifuge for the districts of Bogra and Hajshahi. 

(r) The member is referred to the answer to clauw* (e) of unstarred 
question No. 85 on the subject put at this meeting by Maulvi Hamid-ud- 
din Khan. 


Wages of village watohman. 

81. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) With reference to the 
answers given to my unstnried (luestion No. 153 for the "^Hth August, 
1922, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the I*oIice Department 
be pleased to state whether the Regulations passed by Lord ('ornwnllis 
regarding the payment of the wages of watchmen from the stamp 
duties are still in force? 

(h) If not, when and by what enactments have those Regulations 
been repealed? 

(r) If those Regulations are still in force, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons w’hy the wages of watchmen 
are not paid from the stamp duties as provided therein? 

MEMBER in oh&rge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bM 
Mr. H. L. Btaphanson): (a) The meml)er api>arenlly refers to Regula* 
tion VI of 1797. It is no longer in force. 

(fj) It was repealed by several Regulations and Acts, a list of which 
will be found in the published chronological tables of the Bengal 
Regulations. 

(c) This does not arise. 


PrilidvfH panotwytli. 

$2. SHAH BYED EMDADUL HAQ: WiU the Hon’ble the 
nember in charge of the Police Department lie pleased to state — 

(i) whether the president panchayais of Bengal are appointed in 
consultation with the local f)eoplc; 

(tt) the period of their term of office; 

(m) what are their powers and duties; and 

(»v) what is the unit of jurisdiction of a president panchayat? 
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Th# HOfi'We Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) Yes; appointments are 
made after inquiry by a magisterial officer among the people of the 
locality. 

(it) Three years. 

(in) The duties of the panchayat are described in section V of the 
Chaukidari Manual and the special duties of presidents are given in 
rules 129 to 140 A. A copy of the Manual may be consulted in the 
Council Library. 

(iv) The union, which is normally an area of 10 to 12 square milee. 


Lioetioes for flreamis. 

83. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the qualifications required for the holding of a licence 
to possesvs firearms; and 

(it) the numl)er of persons in Bengal having licences to possess 
firearms ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) The qualifications 
have not been rigidly defined. The guiding considerations are stated 
at pages 118 and 119 of the Bengal Arms Act Manual, a copy of which 
may be consulted in the Council Library. 

(it) The statistics kept are of licences under the Arms Act. At 
the end of last year there were 38,677 licences for the possession of 
arms. 


Ptbna-B:^ betUement 

84. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member. in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it has been estimated how long the Settlement 
work will continue in Pabna-Bogra? 

(6) If so, what is the period so estimated? 

The Hofi’bto th% MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) and (6) According to the inception proposals draft 
publication should be finished in December, 1924, and final publication 
in August, 1926. Case work, it was estimated, would go on until 
AprQ, 1926. 



QUESTIONS. 

■NorUi Bangal llootf. 
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tS. Mwivi HAMID-UD.DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware of the great distress and diihculties of the 

flood-stricken jieople of Northern Bengal where devastation 
^ is said to have been caused to an area of 4,00() square miles; 

(b) whether the Hon’ble the Member went to the affected area and 

how long he stayed there and how far he in(][uired into the 
lyatter; 

(c) what sums of money have been sanctiofied by the Oovernment 

for the relief of those people; 

(d) whether Government intend to udvani^ agriiultural loans, 

if so, to what amount ; 

(e) how many officers ami doctors have lieen depuU»d to the 

affected area and how long the doctors (if any) stayed there; 

(/) how many centres for relief have Invii ojvned by the Govern- 
ment by this time; 

(^) how many centres for relief have been oiiened by private 
organizers ; 

(h) what do the (ilovemment think is the icHit-cause of tlie flood; 

(i) what is the opinion of l>r. Bentley in this matU^r; 

(;) whether the Government have made a final estimate of the 
number of deaths, of Ixith men and animals, in the affect4*d 
area by this time; and 

(k) what ste{58 the Government propose to take for the prevention 
of a similar occurrence of floml in Uie affected aroa^ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes; the area fliMxled was a|>proximately 1,800 
square miles. 

(6) I visited the flomled area towards the beginning of the second 
week of October last, stayed there for one day, ins})ected some of the 
worst affected areas and discussed matters with the local officers. 

(c) and (d) The member is referred to the replies t^) starred 
questions No. XXV (t) and (it) asked by Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra on 
the 2l8t November, 1922. 

(e) Altogether 56 officers and 46 doctors were deputed to the affected 
afhas. According to the information receive<l up to the 10th instant, 
with the exception of a few who have left, the doctors are still working. 

(/) The number of relief centres opened by Government is 43. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[22ki> Not. 


(g) The number of relief centres opened by priTate organicers Is 62. 

(h) and (i) The inemljer is referred to the Press Communiqui of the 
11th Octolier last. The root-cause of the flood was undoubtedly tbe 
ex(^ptionaIIy heavy rainfall. An inquiry will, however, be made as to 
how far the railway embankment is a contributory cause. 

(;) llie ineml)er is referred to the covimunique of the 9th November, 
1922. 

(i) The meml>er is referred to the replies to starred questions No. XVI 
(r) and (f/) put by Babu Faniudralul l)e on the 20th November, 1922. 


Flood roliof moasures. 

86. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land. 
Revenue) be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the total area affected by the floods in Northern Bengal and 
Faridpur and other districts; 

(it) the number of families rendered homeless; 

(tii) the amount of help given up to date by the (lovernment to 
the sufferers by the floods; and 

(ir) what further help it is proposed to render them? 

(h) Will the ITon’ble the MemWr l)e pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that but for private charity on a wide scale the condition of the 
flood-stricken i>eople would have been worse than wdiat it is now? 

(r) M^'ill the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state w’hether any 
s]>ecial kind of financial help in the shape of loans through Co-opera- 
tive Societies has been decided upon for the raiyats of the ganja culti- 
vation area in the Naogaon subdivision? 

{d) If so, what is the total amount of money to be given on loan for 
the puriwse? 

(f) Is the <Hon’ble the Member aware that several areas have been 
worse affected than the Naogaon subdivision ? 

(/) If so, are the (lovernment contemplating extending similar 
kind of help to all flood-affi'cted areas as is to be given to the sufferers 
of the ganja cultivation area in Naogaon? 

Tht HOfl’Me m MAHARAJADHIRA^A BAHADUR of 
BURDWANi (rt) (r) The member is referred to the rommuniqui pf 
9tb November, 1922, which gives the total nreiis affected by the recent 
floods in the Kajahahi division. The area affected by the flood in ttie 
district of Faridpur was 70 square miles. 



QUE6tlON8. 
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(«Q The miammiitm ii not airaiUble. 

(Ui^ Mid (iv) As to Rajsliahi title member is referred to 

lopUea to starred questions No. XIV (t) and (ii) asked by Dr. Jatindm 
Nath Moitra at tl^s session. A sum of Hs. 50,000 was allotted lor 
agricultural loans in the Farid|nir district. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) to (/) A sum of Rs. 1,60,000 has been advanced by the Naogaon 
Chnja Co-operative Society for loans to its own members. It is not 
available for other areas. 


Nofi-oflleial advisory oommittoas to Mp in distriol adminiatratioii. 

17. tabu BROdENDRA KItNOR RAY OHAUDHURIS (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Meml)er in charge of the Appointment Department aware 
that the Government of the United Provinces have accepted the prin- 
ciple embodied in a resolution moved at a recent meeting of the Provin- 
cial liCgislative Council recommending the constitution of non-officinl 
advisory committees in all districts consisting of leading non-officials 
and members of the TiCgislative Council to advise the Collector on 
matters relating to district administration f 

" (h) Are the Government contemplating any measure so as to asso- 
ciate the leading non-officials of the district with the work of the district 
administration ? 

MEMBER ki oliirgu of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tM 
HmilNa Mr. H. L. Btaplimoit) : (a) Government have no information. 

(ft) No such measure is contemplated. 


RatototMnt 

(on RittUrt of gofioni publio intiroal). 

Mf. PREilDENTi I call upon Babu Annada Gharan Dutta to movo^ 
tibe roaolution standing in his name. 

BoIni INOU BMUBHAN DUTTAi May I have a ruling on ono 
point f There were several resolutions on the floods yesterday. One 
woa put to the Council and carried. As regards the other reaolutioDSt 
il it your ruling (hat they lapse or are deemed to be withdrawn or losi» 
m ean they be put to the C^ucil again f 

, Mr* PRitllliMTl The member knows very well ibai it it within the 
gnivSg* at ih. Praiidmt to Mbit . pvtioi^ «id fM Hi 

14 
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Tlie renolution that was selected was put in the form of an amendment 
to a 8ub«tantive resolution, and, as it was carried, it follows natuhdly 
that the substantive resolution as well as all the other resolutions and 
amendments fail. 


Weaving tohool at Chittagong. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that this CouncU 
recommends to the Government that a j)eriputetic Weaving School he 
started at (Chittagong. ® 

I beg to state at the outset that the request underlying this reso* 
lution is a very modest one. The necessity of weaving schools and 
the utility thereof have been sudiciently appreciated in all (|uarters, 
and thanks are due to Government for assisting the two permanent 
weaving schools, one at Jorhatgunge and another at Gajhari at Chitta- 
hut exjierience has shown that there are a certain number of 
hereditary joins and weavers, of Muhamnuidan and other castes, who 
are very much averse to leaving their o(cui>ation and homes in the 
interior and to coining to the ceutml places in order to learn the 
. improved methods of handlooms now introduced. The result has been, 
therefore, that while even persons of the hhadralog classes, who haee 
not taken to the occujwtion of weaving in one sense, are doing some sort 
of good work, the jieojje who used to supply the district with their 
weaving productions have been left mu(di behind. There are mom 
than 6(K) Mussalman weaving classes in one of the thanas called 
Satkhauin. There are other numerous classes of weavers in other places, 
and the suggestion which I make is that there should be some arrange^ 
ment to reach these people and to give them some sort of training in 
the improved handlooms. I have reason to believe, and I thankfully 
acknowledge it, that the Government "is ver\’ sympathetic towards 
this and also there is u proposal to send out a man for this sort of 
training. My resolution really does not want a ^p^rmanent but a 
peripatetic ^school or something like that. Probably after six months 
or a year when these people will appreciate the advantage of the new 
training, there will be no further necessih’ of having any peripatetic 
achcml at Chittagong. I quite appreciate the present financial diBl- 
culties of Government, but for giving effect to such a small reaolutioii 
with such a modest request, I believe the funds of the department may 
be sufficient, and I take this opportunity also for heartily thanking 
the Government on behalf of the people of Chittagong, for the steps 
which Government have taken or are likely to Uke to establish coi^ 
mercial and industrial schools, and I may also be allowed to say that 
if in giving effect to this resudution the estahlishment of the two other 
•ohools has to bc^delayed for a day, I would withdraw it. 
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•IIrITARY to COVIRNMENT, OERARTMENT af AGRICUL- 
TURE mE INOUETRIEE (Mr. 4 . T. DwMvaiDl I must appose this 
fesolutioii but I hasten to say that it is through no lack of sympathy 
^on the part of the Hon’bie the Minister in charge of the Industries 
Department that I do so. The absence of the Hon'ble the Minister from 
the Council is under circumstances which, as the Hon’Ue the Maharaja^ 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said yesterday, we all deplore, and it is 
an absence which we all hope will be a short one. It is a circumstance, 
however, which is decidedly unfortunate for me in that it places upon 
me a duty which is not ordinarily undertaken by the occujmnts of these 
front benches, and it places ujwn me this duty at a time wh(*n I cannot 
look to my*chief for encouragement. As 1 have said it is not for any 
lack of sympathy on the |»ort of the Hon’ble the Minister that I o|»{iose 
this resolution. The Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department 
of Industries is in entire symimthy with the desire of the mover and of 
those who, like him, wish these schools to l>e extended throughout the 
province. The sympathy of the Hon’ble the Minister is wider than that 
of the mover. In fact, it is not that we love Chittagong the less but 
that we love Bengal the more. 


It is perfectly true, that there are numerous weavers in the district 
of Chittagong who are anxious for assistance to improve their craft. 
It is also true that in every district of the imiviruje there are similarly 
numerous weavers who are anxious to Ih* taught the improved methoda 
of the modern liaudloom. Now, Sir, the mover of this resolution has 
visualised the state of affairs at Chittagong. The Hon'lde the Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department has to visualise the same state 
of affairs in every district in this province, and the other members from 
the districts will bear me out in this. 


It will also be agreed, I think, by the Council that a protKisition 
of this kind, namely, the establishment of a peri^mtetic school is one 
which should derive a certain amount of support from local bodies, and it 
is a fact well worth noting that, when in the circular issued to the 
district boards of Bengal they were asked if they would assist p ojects of 
this kind, many of the district boards replied that they would gladly do 
so, but, unfortunately, the district board of Chittagong was conspicu- 
ouo by its absence from the list of those who so replied in the 
aflIbiiiatiTe. 

Kow, the policy of Government in connection with these schools 
is to extend them as rapidly as the financial position will permit and 
to extend them in the districts that need them and in the order of their 
aaed. If Chittagong is in need of a peripatetic school, it will get in 

r e; it will get it in the order of its need, and if the desire is fortified 
local offers of help it will get its school all the more quickly. As 
0 aiatter of fact, in spite of what ike ibover of the resolution Ium sug* 
tbs Agriculture and Industries Department has not eatirdly 

Ua 
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The resolution that was .Holected was put in the form of an ameTidraent 
to a HuhHtantive resolution, and, as it was carried, it follows naturally 
that the .suhstantive resolution as well as all the other resolutions and 
arneiiduient.s fail. 


Weaving School at Chittagofig. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that this (ouncil 
recommends to the (jowMiunent that a iJenimtetH- Weaving? School be 
started nt (’hitta;,^oii/^. ‘ 

I to state at the outset that the retjuest umlerlyni^ this reso- 
lutioTi is a very modest one. The necessity of weaving** sidiools and 
the utility thereof have hetui suHicieiitly ap]>reciatie(l in all ijUarters, 
and thunks aie due to (iovernment foi assistin^r the t\^o [ituinanent 
weavin^^ schools, one at Joiliat^un^re ami another at (iajlmri at (’hitta- 
ffon^, hut exiKMience has shown that there are a «citain number of 
luueditaiN jofn^ and weavers, of Muhammadan and otlicr castes, who 
art* very much a\erse to leavin^r their oc( iij)ation ami hom(‘s in the 
interior ami to coming to the central phici's m onlei to learn the 
improved methods of hamllooms now introduced. The result ha'^ lieen, 
therefore, tliat while even jiersons (d the hh(ul,(t}o<j classes, who have 
not takt‘n t() the oi i upation of weaving in one s«*nse, are iloinj; some sort 
of >food work, the jH*ople who u.sed to supply the district with their 
weavinj^ productions have Wn left mmdi isdiind. There aiv more* 
than fiOO Mussulman weavinjr classes in one of the thanas called 
SatJklmnia. J here are other numerous ( lasses of weavers m other [)la('es, 
and the su^^^estnm which 1 imike is that then* should U* some arrange- 
m(*nt to rtnieh these |M*ople and to give them some sort of training in 
the improved hamllooms. 1 have reason to believe, ami I thankfully 
acknowledge it, tlmt the (iovernment ^s very sympathetic towards 
this and also there i.s a proinisui to send out a man for this sort of 
training. My r('S(dution ivally d(H*s mit want a ^n^rmanent hut a 
penjx»teti(\s<’luM>l or something like that. Probably after six months 
or a vear wlien these ixmple will appreciate the advantage of the new 
training, there will be no fiiriher necessity of having any |>eripatetic 
s('ho()l at ( hittagong. I (pnte appreciate the present finam ial diffi- 
culties of Government, hut for giving effect to sm'h a small resolution 
With su( h a mod(*st re([uest. 1 belii*ve the funds of the depaitment inaT 
Iw* suttii'ient, and 1 take this opixirtunity also fA)r h(*aitily thanking 
the Government on Ix'haif of the jieople of Thittagong. for the steps 
which Government have taken or are likely to take to establish cou- 
mendal and industrial schools, and I may also be allowed to say that 
if in giving effect to this resolution the establishment of the two other 
aohools has to be delayeil for a day, I would withdraw it. 
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•EORETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT •! ACRIOUL* 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): I musi op|K)se tluH 
resolution but I hasten to say that it is throu^rh no lack of sympathy 
on the part of the Hon’ hie the Minister in (‘hurf^e of the Industries 
Department that 1 do vso. The absence of the Ilon'ble the Mini'«iter from 
the Council is under circumstances which, as the llon’Ue the Miiliaruja* 
dhiraja Bahadur of Biirdwan said >esteiday, we all deplore, and il is 
an absence which we all hoj)(' will lie a short one. It is u ciK umstaiue. 
however, which is decidedly unfortunate for me in that it places uihui 
me a duty w hich is not ordinarily umlertaken by the oim upants of these 
front benches, and it plates ui>on me this duty at a time when I cannot 
look to my*chief for encouia^^einent. As I ha\e said it not for any 
lack of symjiathy on tlie j»ait ot the Ilon’ble the Minister that I ojijKise 
thi.s resolution. "I he Ilon’ble the Minister in rhu?m‘e of thi‘ Depaitment 
of Industries is in entnv syinj>ath\ with the desire of the mover and of 
those w'ho, like him, wisli thesi* seiiools to Ih‘ (*\U‘nde<l tliioui^hout the 
provime. The symimth} of the llon’bb* the Mini'^ter is w i<ler tlian that 
of the mover. In tael, it is not that we love CliittaKou^ tiie less but 
that we love Beiijifal the more. 

It IS isufectK true, tliat there are nunn*rous weavers in the district 
of (’liitta^foii who uie anxious for assistance to improve their (’raft. 
It is also line tliat in every distiiet of the provinci* there an* similarly 
nuinerons weavers who are anxious to he taught tin* improveil methods 
of the mo<lern handloom. Now, Sii, the mover of this resolution has 
visualised the state of affairs at Chitta^oiiji:. I'he llon’lde the Mmi-ster 
in charge of the IndustiK's Ib^pai tment has to visuaJis(‘ tlie same state 
of affairs in every district in this |)ioviiici‘. and the other membeis from 
the districts will Imuii’ me out in thi.s 

It will also lx* agreed, I think, by the Couneil that a projHHition 
(.if this kind, namely, the estahlishinent of a |>enimtetic school is one 
which should derive a certain amount of supjxirt fiom local Imdies, and it 
is a fact well worth noting that, when in the (ircular issued hi the 
district boards of Bengal they were a.sked if they would assist p (>je< ts of 
this kind, many of the district boards replmd that they wouhl gladly do 
so, but, unfortunately, the district IxMird of ('hittagong was < onspicu- 
oufl by its absence from the list of those who so replied in the 
affirmative. 

Now, the iKulicy of (iovernment in connec tion with thc*m’ schcHils 
is to extend them as rapidly as the financial |K>sition will permit and 
to extend them in the districts that need them and in the order of their 
need. If Chittagong is in need of a jx*rijiatetic school, it will get in 
Hme; it will get it in the older of its need, and if the desire is fortified 
oy local offers of help it will get its school all the more (|ui(kly. As 
a matter of fact, in spite of w’hat the mover of the resolution has sug. 
^eted, tlie Agriculture and loduatriee Department has not entirely 
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forgotten Chittagong or treated it aA the tail of the province. We have 
already, uh he pr>ititH out, made propo.sal8 to aend a peripatetic instnio- 
tor to Satkhania which in a chief centre of the weavers in Chittagong. 
We have, as a matter of fact, under consideration grants-in-aid to 
three private weaving srhools in (Chittagong and we have endeavoured 
to get the niuni< ipality and the district hoard to help us in establish- 
ing a weaving school at Chittagong itself. There is also, as he iKimta 
out, the sugg(‘stion for a eommercial and industrial school at Chiti.- 
gong. It cannot he said then that we are overlooking the claims of 
('hittagoiig. 

I think. Sir, if 1 understand the mover aright, he will be satisfied 
if for the present we go on with our scheme for sending a perijratetic 
instructor to Satkhania. 1 think I can say that we shall do our best 
to put that pr()]K>sjLl into force a.s s(X)n as jioHHihle, and in view of this 
and in view of the sympathy which we have in this direction not only 
for ( liittagong hut for the whole of Bengal, 1 trust, that the mover will 
curry out th<^ suggestion in the Inst sentence of his speech and witii- 
druw this resolution. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN OUTTA: 1 (h,.nk tl.,- Ium,’!.!,. ^.-ntleman 
for his kind icidy th.m^d, I take exception li, one ixont, namely, thn. 
It IS not 11 fact tliat ('liittaffon,; lias not Ik-cii reall> overlooked or ij,Miored 
for the sake of the whole of Helical. 1 am just reminded of what a 
lMiroi«.ati gentleman said at the time of the annulment of the imrtition 
of Helical that it would he ladler for t’hitlafronjf to l>e the head of tlie 
new province instead of heni(f its tail, hecause all the nouiishmcnt will 
he Kiven to the upia<r part and the tail will m-vei come in for its share- 
ami iwrhaiei if we take eoiierete instanees. I shall lie able to satisfy my 
fnend that this has la-en the case. In any case, this is the grievance of 
the iKHiple of (’hitlagong, 0?neriilly. whenever anv medical scheme or 
other sidienie is put forward for distant plaees like riiittagong. Enan- 
e.iu diHieiiltios are always raised. 1 hope and trust that riiittagong 
a-UI not he forgotten this time and that we shall be treated with equal 
syinimthy, and with the assurance given that a pprii«tetie instructor 
will he sent out, I have no objection to withdraw my resolution. 

The molioii was then, by leave of the ('ouncil, withdrawn. 


Bwwipor* Weaving institute. 

Prof^ 8. C. MUKHERJi: I move that thi,s rouncil rei-ommend. 
to the (lovernment that a committee with a non-official majority be 
appointed to inv^tigate and report on the proposed establishment of 
the Government Weaving Institute at Serampore on the land immedi.teW 
io tho east of the Seramimre College grounds, provisionally promised 
by the Government of Bengal under Lord Honaldahay. 
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1 should like to make a short statement regarding the main facts of 
the Serampore Weaving School. Since the year 11K)7 the authorities 
of Serampore College have been urging on the Government their claims 
in the interest of the growth and continued existence (»f the college 
to the land to the east of the college comiwund as far as waterworks 
boundary. The Government of vSir Andrew Fraser definitely re<ognis<Hl 
the claims of the college, but no definite steps were taken either under 
the administration of Sir Andrew Fraser or of that of Ins siu'cessoi in 
giving efFe<"t to the proposal. In the year lUlfi. however, a portitui 
of the land immediately to the east of the college wu.s handed over t<» 
the college authorities for development purposes, and the Hon ‘hie 
Mr. P. C. fjyon on visiting the college on the College Foundation Day 
on the 3rd February, 1917. sjmke us follows, after consulting, as the 
College Faculty has grounds for thinking, his fellow-members on the 
Governor’s f’ouncil ; — 

In another matter, also closely affecting the prosperity of the ijollego, Uiey have 
the cordial Hvmfuithy of Goviirninent and that ih the matter of the expnnsiun of 
their buildings along the river frontage to the east Tins expiiiiHioii in UIik'IohJ 
for the present by want i>f funds from whi< h thci colh‘ge milfers ati seven l> uh 
the Government and by Government’s inability to relinquisii just at prewoit the 
land originallv ac<|uired bv it for tlie Kt'ramjxire Weaving ScIhkiI Hut the devidop* 
inent of that scliool viill reipiire .1 new and a larger site and the (»ov erurm-nt 
appreciate tlie fact that the hojH» that the (xdlege eiitertauiN of Uung idlovvod to 
expand in this direition is a legitimate one and one in whiili they are entitled to 
the nssisiance of Government m due course 

In Docoinhor. IflLS, Hjs Fxt'ollciicv l/or<l Honaldshay presulrd at 
ScruiiijMirc ('ollcgt* ( 'onv oi atioii and made the follow mg statcmciit • 

Ar long ago as February, 1917. Mr Lyon »tnte<l puhlirly that the lio;,c whicli 
the college entertains of expanding in that direetion was a legitimate one iiid oiH’ 
in which they are entitled to the assistan<‘e of Government 111 due (snjrsi* From 
that attitude tlie Government have not the Rlight<*Nt inUuition of r<>{ <*<liiig. 
Definite proixmals for the removal of the Weaving tSchisil fiom its present siU- have 
actually be<Mi under (xinRideratmn , hut, the eRliniatuMl <ori has hitherto hUmmI hi 
the way of their being accordt'd sarntion The land is not. th<‘is*fort‘, at present 
available, and it is beyond my jniwer to say when it will be All that I can say 
is tliat there is a reasonable probability of its becoming available wuthin a not very 
distant future; and that if this expectation is refthranl I should hold that the (oRega 
had the first claim upon Government in respect of it. 

Since ♦hen, the Uefornicd adiiunistraUm has come jnt4» existence, 
and the que.stion of the Government Central W^eaving S< hool fails under 
the Ministry of Indu.ntry. 

I understand that the Hon ’hie the Minister of Industry has taken a 
definite attitude in the matter. He is of opinion that the (’entral W eav- 
ing luHtitutioD ought to be jiermanently located at Serampore and that 
Oit the ground situated to the east of the Serampore College grounds. 
IJlis attitude on the part of the Hon’ble the Minister raises two very 
important iasuea: — 

(1) Is the land adequate for the purjKJse of the Weaving School or 
ia it quite inadequate for its full expansion ? 
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(2) Will it mean a Kerions interference with the future development 
of the S<*runipore Colleg’e which is in existence there for 
over a century and is doing a noble piece of workP 

So far as the first isHiie is concerntKl, 1 am i)erfectly sure that an 
inij)jirfiul coininittee will come to the definite concluHion that it is 
(lertainly ina(le<iuate. 1 should like to (^uote here the opinion of the 
Direcldi of Public Instruction. He says: — 

Till* more urnciii tiling m Ui do HomethiuK for the (jovernment Ct^ntral Weaving 
Hihool. The uork whuh leiitreK round this iimtjtiition has been succesgful, but 

the acf'orrunodation at Keram|K)i«‘ if. tiofK*les«ly bad It ih a great pity that the 

only reallv proiriising industrial work which in heing done should be hampered in 
thiH way. There is no advantage whattner iii rairying on the work :it Serami»ore. 
Ni'ither ex[>arihion nor iinproxement is possible there The land at Serampore, 
which was Ijought by Uoverninent Home time ago for u new' weaving Hcitool, ih 
quiU> inadeqiiatt* for the pur}M>He Moreover, it would be grossly unfair and stupid 

to keep tliiM land from the K<Tuni|H>re Oflh*ge I hav<f long Kince come to the 

(tonclijHion that the removal of the Weaving InstitiiU* from Si‘rain|>orc is nnjferatively 
urgent and that land Khoiild Ik* ucqiiin^l near ('alcutta, preferably on the river 
bank, and that on thiH land there Nhotild lx* (onstrui ti*d buildings suitable for ibe 
Weaving Institute 1 think that sufhtient land should be luquinsi to admit of the 
expansion ot the inNtitut4‘’s s( 0 |m* 

1 think that considcri*<i jiudgiiieut from such high uufhonty is to 
ho rcgiinhul us (‘onclusivc. So fur as tlic secoud issue ts concerned, the 
future expansion of the Seiampore (’ollege ill he doomed lor ever. It 
will Im* sundwicheil l)etween the Indian jute nulls on the west and the 
projei’ted Weaving Institute on the east, (hi the north tliere is the 
(lunges and tlie south is inhahitiMl h\ highly ii'siMu tahlc ancient families 
whom it will not he |H>ssihle for tlH‘ colli*ge to dislodge. There 
is a mosijue on the south of the college which cannot he touched. The 
• future expansion of th»' ndjege will he seriously cri)»pled if the land 
in (luestion he made a permanent habitation of the Weaving Institute, 
The Hon’hle the Minister f4»r Education and the Director of Public 
Instruction |Kud a visit to the college in August, 1921. and were most 
symiHithetie in their attitude towards the college. The college has 
been most generously and sympathetically treated by Government. 
Now thal the <‘olleg<» is Iinikiiig forward to develo[>nient in the near 
future as !?oon ns funds jiermit, is the Government going to create an im- 
possilde situation for it P 1 think 1 have made out a primA furie ca.se 
for the matter to l»e (arefiilly g<me into by a committee. My demand 
is n very, very mmlest one and 1 sincerely trust and hofie it will be 
ncccsitHl to by the memliers of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Btbii Surtndrt Nitli Ray): I support 
tJiis resolution and I think, as ray friend has said, it is a very modeet 
resolution All that he asks for is that a committee might he appointed 
and that the matter might he investigated and reported on by that 
committee so that, at least to n very large extent, everything will depend 
upon the decision of that (committee. Under -the cirrumstanoea, I 
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tkink, there cauuot be any reanonable objection on the part of (iovern- 
rnent to accede to the just and modest demand of my iWeml and to 
accept this resolution. 

Mr. H. BARTON: I have much pleasure in supixirtin^j this msolution. 
The mover havS made his case very clear. 1 do not think the t'ouncil 
will ^>bje<‘t to the verj* modest request that a committee should Im* 
apjKiinted to ^o into this matter. The claims o( the college, we tind, 
weie recoR-nised by two (Governors and one memlH*r of the Kxeiviuve 
Council and each of them had. to a \ery lar^e extent, Riven Impt*.*' that 
this Riound would very shortlv he handed over to the colleRc, but IfXlT 
to 19*?? seems to W i very h hr time and in view of the very pronouncial 
statement made b\ two (bivernors and the memlH*r whosi* name has been 
mentioned, I think it will l>e only fair for this (’ouiicil to acc(*]>t the 
resolution that a committee of inijuiry lie apiK>inted. 

Mr, 4 . T. DONOVAN: 1 rise uRuin to op|>os<*> this resolution; and 
if when I rose on the last iHTasion I deplored tlu‘ ahH<Mice of my chief, 
J must deplore even still more his absence now when 1 fiml an.iyiMl 
against me all this iw adeinn al talent and even the Deiuity-Cresidtuit . ! 

have had (jiioted against m<‘ the opinions of two (lo\ernors ainl of 
Mr. P. i\ \a on, not to rmuition the opinion of Mr. Ilornell. I shall 
deal with theojunion of Mr. Hornell first. The mover of this r<‘solution 
has (juoted Mr. Hornell as sayiriR that it was imperatively necessaiA for 
u** to clear out of Seraiui>ore. 1 wi^h to (piote an opinion of Mr. Ifor* 
nell’s rrrhafitn, Mr. Hornell said on another (Mcasion— not tin* same 
nraasion alsuit this instituti* — 

It'S pr«>sfnt acfonuiUMltttion is both unsuitabh* amt imidfqiiiite am) I am told hy 
Mr that it would b»* difiii'ult to obtain an\ hitr at ls«‘ramp<»rf othor 

than the one alreadv acquirtnl ( i . the one we are non to >iive up] 

I reixt^mse the jKJMlain of the .Seramimre College hut, holding ns 1 do that the 
weaving ac hool oukIiI in any ( iraimstam-eH m remain at or neai S«‘ruin|a»ie, I 
Bhould very mucli regret to have to prejudice the future of that institution by a 
surrender of tlie land already a<*quir<sl if. aw I understand, there ih a elmm'et of (»ur not 
being able to obtain another site in that Iwality now 

DEPUTY SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT (Mr, W, W, Horiioll): May I have the date of the 
diwument ? 

Nl*** T. DONOVAN: The date of the diK umeiit is 1915. 

Mr, W. W. HORNELL: May I rise to a point of jiersonal explana- 
tion? A year of conviction elapsed between that opinion and the other. 

Mr, J, T, DONOVAN: My arRument on this jioint may be expresHed 
as qvot hfrmmes, tot eentenlttr. If you apfxiint a committee lather 
if you chooae your committee — you will Ret whatever reunion you wish, 
f am quite prepared to accept the resolution if it i.s left to me to cbooee 
the committee, (Hear, hear.) 

itil RADHA CHARAN PAL Batlitfyr: Very frank, indeed! 
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Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: Mr. Lyon has been quoted as promising Urn 
land. It is a long time since Mr. Lyou was here and 1 do not think 
he had any right to make the promise. Two Governors have been 
quoted an supporting this pro{>osal. There, again, I must say that 
thenj is some inisrepreHcntation. liord Honaldshay's promise was, as 
the mover of the resolution admits, purely provisional. Ix)rd Uonaid> 
shay said that, under certain circumstances, the college would be 
deemed to have a claim iijKjn that land. Those circumstances have 
never arisen; not only that, but the likelihood of their arising is even 
still more distant now than ever. 

There are many colleges in Bengal but there is only one Weaving 
Institute. When the last resolution was being discussed, you heard the 
mover say how i)eople in the mufassal are longing to learn weaving 
and to introduce better looms amongst the weavers. We have only one 
plac« from which we can get the necessary teachers and that is the 
Seramjwre Institute. To make room for the Seiampore College to 
exf>und we are lusked to move out of the land which we bought in 1&06 
and which we certainly cannot get now' for the same price or five times 
the sumo jirice. Again, within the lust few vfMirs we have seen a great 
development in the weaving industry in this province, encouraged by 
the co-ofH*rative societies and the Dejmrtment of Industries. The 
weaving indu.stry has received a great imjKjtus; it began when the price 
of cloth rose to an abnormal extent during the war and since then that 
imfxdus has gone on and even now' it is stronger than ever. In proof 
of that I assure this House that la‘<t year students applied for 

admission to the Weaving Institute and we have oul\ a('comi)iodatiou 
for 150. Therefore, we w'ert* unable to take even 10 jier cent, of those 
who had a]q>lied and these students were eager to learn the profession 
in order that they might go out into the world to teach weaving and 
get good salaries. Raja Kisfiori Lai Goswami, who lives in Serampore, 
has said that every student who has left this institute is employed 
to-day and some of them are getting so much as Rs. 500 a month. 
Can Pnifessor Mukhcrji say that of the Seruiuporo College)^ Aa I have 
said, we have many colleges which turn out matriculates and gradu- 
ates every year, but we have only one Weaving Institute. This institute 
is turning 'Out middle class men ediuated to l)e able to go round the 
country' into different districts and teach weaving. They have sent five 
men to the district of Bankura. I know that the weavers themselves 
are eager for more. In Uie area affected by the flootl, which we have 
discu.ssed so much, at Raninagar, the weaver-oultivatore are anrions to 
learn better methoils so that they may employ themselves profitably 
between the seasons of cultivation, and they asked for men from 
Serampore. r 

It is not so long since that this Council propoeed that them ahoold 
be a committee appqinted to iavoitigati the caaaaa at middle elaas 
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tiBflimployment. As 1 have said, Raja Kiskoii Lai Goswami has said 
that every man who goes out of the tSerampore Institute is emidoyed. 
Are we to solve the problem of unemploymeut by the Seram|K>re College 
or by the Weaving Institute? We have had a hundred colleges for a 
hundred years and we have the question of unemjiJoyment still with us. 
We have no student of the Weaving Institute unemployed. It is the 
ambition of many meml)ers of this Council — a laudable ambition too — • 
to see the people of this province revive their handloom weaving industry 
and weave their own clothes. There is no reason why every cultivator 
should not w’eave the cloth that he weuis anti an idea of the Weaving 
Institute is to teach them to do so. The SeiuiuiK>i*e Weaving 
Institute htfs not yet giit sufficient room and if we adopt this resolution 
W’e must throw this idea to the winds. 

I have slKiken of the expansion of the Weaving Institute.’ I forgot 
to mention, or rather 1 ]>ost]x)ne(l mentioning, that within the last 
ten days a very ini|H)itant expansion has taken [dace, lx*(‘ause for the 
first time in its liistoiy, it has been decided to admit women into the 
SeraTn|K)re Weaving Institute. There aie to la* six women who will Ih> 
taught how' to teach weaving anil twelve who will eome in to learn 
W’eaving. This Inn(^^atlon is due to (he Young Women’s ('hrislian 
Association who have now taken up a house in SeramiHire. 

I have not much more to add, and I think that, on consnliMatioii, 
the members of this (’ouneil wdll agree that it will la* a euJamity, until 
we can find a place and until we can find funds to pro\idc a proj>t*r weav- 
ing institution, and not only until the Weaving Institute is provided 
with funds in the Hmlget and on files, hut until brick and iiioitar 1 ave 
lieen put together and the building has heeii eonstruited and fully 
equipped and the looms are there, until all this lias been done, it will 
Ih^ a calamity to take the risk of loosing the institute and it is this 
risk we are now asked to take. 1 w'ould also remind the Council — 1 
believe there are many lawyers here who know it — of the good old adage 
that pos.sessiou is nine iniints of the law and we are now lu ix>iweJiaion . 
I trust, nay, I am confident that members of the (’ouneil will consider 
carefully the ( onseiiuences if they decide to strike such a blow at the 
Weaving Institute which we are so anxious to aasist, and that they 
will reject this resolution. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN OUTTA* When there is a tussle hetw^een 
Ihe Department of Education and the DefiartmeDt of Industries, it 
cannot be an enviable position for the Hon’ble the Minister, who is now 
in charge of lioth these departments. Those of us, who take much 
interest in the Weaving Institute, know that the frresent state of affairs 
is most uncomfortable. This school, which is one of the very few bright 
sfiots in the cloudy Department of Industries, is situated in one place, 
the hoarding in another, and we feel that this arrangement cannot con- 
Itave any longer and that something must be done to remedy this stata 
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of thin^fs. For this purpose, a piece of land was acquired; and I do 
not kriow why i^rofessor Mukherji and the Serampore College author- 
iticN liav<- l>een raiHiug this question over and over again. There must 
he ii finality in this case, if this institute is to continue in Serampore. 
1 lii/ve hecn inforriieJ on good authority that there is no other place, 
where the school and the hoarding can he ucconiinodated together. 
Therefore, this resolution must he considered from that point of view. 
Hut if the (lovernment is agreeable, and if the members of this Council 
lia ve no objection, I should like to suggest that Dacca, w’hich is the 
centre of weaving, slioiild he the centre of a weaving institute. If 
Mr. Donovan has no objection, and if the Hon’hle tlie Member in charge 
of the h’inance Di'paitment will give the necessary funds we from East 
Heiigal, would like to please Frofessor Mukherji, by taking this insti- 
tute uw,i\ from Seram|K)re to Dacca. In that view of the matter, I 
have no objection to supporting the resolution foi the ap|x»intment of 
a c()mmilte<‘. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN pal Bfthftdtir: After the very able, lucid, 
and eloquent siM*(*ch <»f Mr. Donovan, I do not think that there is any- 
thing left foi me to say in siijqwirt of the Seiainjs>ie Weaving Institute. 

I listeiH‘d with great interest to the sjhhmIi id niy friend. Professor 
Mukher ji, and as smm as he resumed lus seat. I (luudls aj>pr(sn hed him 
and asked him for his vi4‘ws as regards the location of the Weaving 
Institute, hecuuse he di<l not tomdi on that ))oint in his s]K‘eeh. I 
thought that he had some* idea as to whett' the Weaving Institute could 
he lo( ated and where it wouhl have more e.\tensivt‘ aci oininodatian. 
From the couvtnsation I had with him— I hojH> he will jiardon me for 
refening to tlu‘ pnvat<‘ 4'onversation I hml with hiin-~I gathered that 
he Imd no eomrete piojHisal as to the future location of tin* Weaving 
Iiistitut«‘. Having regard to that fact, 1 think we shouUl lie very 
relm tant, imlii«*< lly as it w'er<*, to agree to the nMnoval of the Serara- 
jHire Wtmving Institute from the place where it is now hKaWd, and the 
po.ssihility of its expansion Iwing for ever curtailed. Mr. Donovan is 
the oflicial siKikesmun and he has indeed sjKiken very frankly, as he 
has said that if it is left to him U> <‘hoose his committee, he w’ill have 
no rdijectipn to acce])ting this resolution. I do not think that that is 
jKissihle in 1hes4* democratic days. Perhaps, my friend, Professor 
Mukherji, will have it the otlier way. Therefore, I am very reluctant 
to give my umpmlitie<l support to the resolution, and I have my personal 
reusims for the same. Personally, I am greatly indebted to the Institute. 

J am SeiTetarv to the District Charitable Society, and we have, through 
the fostering tait* and guidame of our President, Sir Asutosh Chau- 
dhiu'i. established an industrial school to teach wearing to widows and 
orphans, who are recipients of our charity. Under our constitution w« 
have to give them some monthly stipends for their maintenance which 
are quite inadeipiate in these days of high pric'es; and our Committee 
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thought that it would be l)etter especially at the present time when 
there i^ happily that enthusiasm for apimiiug and weaving to take 
advantage of the present situation, and to introduce weaving and spin- 
ning amongst these hel|>less widows and orphans. We have, therefore, 
starteii the industrial school for that purinise, and I may say that we 
had the greatest fKissible dithcully in securing a suitahle teacher. 1 am 
jiersonally grateful to Mr. Iloogerwerf for giving us a (piahlied teacher 
from the Weaving Institute. We were once invited there and we tound 
that admirable work was lieing done theie. 1 should say to those who 
have got high academic degn*es that heie i> an institute which is 
doing admirable work and which is much sought after b> m> t'ountry- 
inen. 1 lufjx* that it will not he the only one of its kind, but that there 
will he half a dozen of such institute*** louiid aliout Calcutta. 

I was indeed much interested to know from Mr. Donovan tliat he has 
got r.? women students. It is of the gieatest necessity to send teachers 
to teach widows in jxioi families weaving and spinning, so that they 
may earn their own Inelihood. I think, theiefore. that siicli an in.stitu- 
tion when* the autliorities had to refuse admission to nmre tlian a 
thousand ho\ s for want of ai'commodation should not bt* ( ripph^l and 
its jirosjHu ts niaiK'd for t'viu. I fe<‘l that the matter should be taki’ii 
up dejKii tmeiitally bv the Hon’ble the Ministei for Kducatiori and the 
HoiChle the Ministei for Agiicultun* and Imlustnes to make such 
ariungemeiits that it would he |H>ssibh* to maintain and extiuid the 
Wi‘aving Institute and as fai as ptai tn able to ludp the SeramjMire 
College. We have got oid\ one Wea>ing Institute in this put of the 
Jirovince, wheieas we lune g(jt eolh'ges h\ do/auis and hundreds through- 
out tins jnesideiu y. Vocational (‘ducalion is the ciNing n(*ed of the 
hour. 

Blbli AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 .s\ mpitlnse with Ciofessor 

Mukherji, but from what I have heard from him, I am ('onvinced that 
the SeramjKire (\)Uege iH*eds siune additional land; but it ap{ieuis from 
W’hat 1 have heard from Mr. Donovan, that we should give encourage- 
ment to industrial education in prefeience to general ethnation. (hir 
esteemed frieml, Hahu Indu Hhushan Diitta, has suggested that thi.s 
Weaving School mu> Iw transferred from Seruinpire to Daica. What 
I l»eg to .submit is tliat there should fie a weaving institute not only in 
Dacca but in every district of lk*ngal ; and the .s<K»rier it is done, the 
better. We have got a numlier of ctdleges in liengal. Dur (ourts are 
overcrowded w’ith lawyers, and the time has eome when we should try 
our liest to encourage industrial education. Cn<ler these circumstances, 

I am sorry 1 cannot supjiort Professor Mukherji. 

« Rai MCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BahlOiirs Mr. Donovan has 
undoubtedly made out a very strong case. There is no doubt whatso- 
ever that the Serampore Weaving Institute should neither be removed 
nor crippled in any way and that every' facility should be given to it 
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for eicpansian. By Miying all this in laTour of Mr. Donovan I cannot 
help »ui)rx>rtin«’ I^rofessor Mukherji in this matter. We, the people of 
Benjfal, (an not forj^et Carey and Marshman and their names are 
cherished in our memory and our symixithies go out to the Serampore 
College and I believe every one here should support any demand which 
the Serani|K)re CoWtige makes upon us for exjMinsion, at least for the 
association of the two names with it. Their names are not only revered 
in Bengal hut re^^arded with gratitude and their names are beloved in 
Bengal; and mind you, gentlemen, that the Serampore College gets 
money not from the people of Bengal but fr<nn the jxjople of England. 
This is a chanty given by the people of England to the i)eople of Bengal 
and why should not the i»eople of Bengal give a piecj^ of land not free 
hut for a price? It is said that Classes have been ojiened for women 
and the Weaving Institute cannot gel laud. I therefore propose both 
to Mr. Ihinovan and to IVofessor Mukherji that they should pay for the 
land adjoining them and out of that money the Serampore Weaving 
Institute should purchase land elsewhere. That is a j>roiH)sal to which 
noh(jd> can object — n(» rational man can object. Therefore, the pmposal 
of Professor Mukherji to up|K)iiit a ctunmittee does not seem unreasou- 
ahle and 1 say that this matter should lie referred to the arlotration of 
the Education Minister the Iloirhle Mr. P. C. Mitter, and h’t him 
d(*cid(‘ this matt(*r, and if he agrees to it I su|>[K>se Proh^^sor Mukherji 
will agree to it, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; 1 must confess that I feel 
it my duty to agree with my friend, Professor Mukherji, in this matter, 
knowing, as I do, the Serami)ore (’ollege and the plai'c. 1 think that 
iheic is no })oint in depriving this college of its legitimate place for 
expansion. Mucli has h«*en said by my friend, Mr. Donovan, by way of 
comparison in money vulue*hetween the earnings of the students of the 
I'ollege and of those of the Weaving Institute. To me, however, the 
roinpansou seems to he inconceivable.^ Supposing it to he a fact that 
a man coming out fn>m the Russa Engineering Works earns Bs. 260, 
whereas a youiigman after graduating hinmelf from the Presidency 
Collegt* earns only Hs. 60, is it reasonable to say that the Presidency 
(kdlege aliotild he abolished and another workshop set up in its place? 
It is the most ridiculous argument ever heard — a most ridiculous 
argument - that because a nmn from the Serampore Weaving Institute 
earns Rs, 500 a month and from Prtifessor Mukherji’s college a man 
cannot learn Rs. 50 after graduating, therefore break down that college 
or squeeze it as much as possible and have a Weaving School there. 
There is a limit to things. When our esteemed friends come and pro- 
mise to help us so much in our industrial development, 1 am almost 
dispi>sed to think that there is something which looks rather auspicious. 

Then, again, there is another point. No doubt industries are good. 
No doubt, the Weaving Institute ia a useful institution, but to help a 
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newly einniing son of mine, I need not torture my old and affectionate 
father. Is this necessary? No. You can have both — 1 do not mind. 
One need not injure the other. We have got the Serampoie C’oliege 
which is to my mind a place of pilgrimage to every cultured man in 
Bengal. What is the reason ? Why this anxiety to put the college into 
difficulties on account of a Weaving Institute whuh has acquired a 
6iH*cial merit because only 12 women have gone there for nistructj >n 
frfjin a society in which Rni Itadha (’harnn Pal Bahadur is interested? 
There is a limit to things. Here is the Serampore Pollege, over 100 
years old —almost a University in ii.self. Is it to give way to a Weav- 
ing Institute liecause, it is said, a man w’ho g(M»s there can earn Hs. fiOO 
a month? (|uestion that. Again, I say 1 do not think that there 
is any reason for doing this. 

As for a ccunniittee, I think that this is rather to mv mind a ( lunisy 
mai'liineiy. Well, I d<i not know*, but if it were a matter in connection 
w’lth the comparatively small concern placed under mv charge in the 
{V>r)i(»ratioii, what 1 would have done is I would have a cup of tea in 
the moniing and get into a motor, go to fserainjMin* and see tor mvsidf 
which of tliese two institutions de.serv(*s the plot and 1 will take my 
file, write down a note on it and finish and return It may he that mv 
ronini!‘«sioner.s will (>onie down upon me for uncoil v<‘nt lonal !>el»;»vifnir 
In the present case, T would ask mv esteemed friend, the TIon’ble 
Mr. Mitt(‘r t(t take a(]^antage of tlie i>rescnt situation, now that he is 
carr\ing on tite woik of both the departments, to go down then*, see the 
pla<‘e fr^r liinisidf and s#m* which iiistitut ion deservi's it more flivo it 
cither to the institute or to the college -that finislies the matter. Why 
a conirnittin* ''' T do not find anv use for a committee! It is a very 
small matter and my esteemed and Hon’hle fri(‘Tid. Mr. Mitlcr. is (juite 
capable of going down and determining for himself as to what has got 
to )h‘ done. Th(» (piestion is w*hether a plot of land should hi* given to 
A or B. The ITon’hle tlie Minister who is in charge of lioth the depart- 
ments is a fair-minded man and he can deride the matter himself 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWAROY: May I rise U> a {Hiint of order? 
Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Education also in charge of 
the Department of Industries as is staled bv Babu Surendra Nath 
MallikP 

•dm SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a further iKiint 
of order. Is this a point of order at all ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that Dr. Hussan Ruhrawardy's 
jioint is a point of order at all. 

SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: N ow that the point of order 
has been settled, we may go back to the question w'e were discussing 
It Is a very small matter. As I said, if Professor Mukherii will be 
pleased to accept the suggestion, then Mr. Donovan and be both these 
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gentlemen ran go along with the Hon'ble the Minister and finish it. 
I'hat, I think, is the b(*st way of coming to a settlement, a satisfactory 
settlement of this matter. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahailur: Being a local 
man, I have followed the speeches of the jnevioiis sjieakers with gieat 
interest. The whole issue has been confused. There is a small ]>lot 
<jf land in jMisse.ssion of the Weaving Institute, which the Serampore 
(’ollege wants but the Weaving Institute has a special liking for it. 
The Seruin}Hue (^dlege has a historic interest and eveiy one would like 
to s(*e the expansion of that college. H. A., ]^I. A. and Theological 
l)(‘grees are conferred by that college and conseiiuently the public at 
Serampore would like to see the lolh'ge develoivd and expanded. On 
the other hand, everybody desires that there should be a weaving 
instituti*. No one deniivs the usefulness of a weaving iii'^titute and 
much has he<*n said about it, and Babu Indu Bhushaii Diitta, seeing 
that there i.s a difTeience of opinion, amongst some of us in West Bengal 
suggests that there should he weaving schools all over his jmrt of the 
eountrv. The real point is this. Supiiosing tins ]>lot of land he not 
given to th(‘ ecdlege authorities, there will he les*. ex])ansinn of the 
ecdlege. What iMundit will the Weaving Institute derive if it is 
hx-atcMl only ui>on b or 7 highas of land Tin* Waiving Instil ute authori- 
ties ought not to leave the future expansion of tin* institute out of 
their consideration. On the (dher hand, if tin* Wmiving Institute and 
the S(*ram]KUe (\>llege he allow4*d to stav where* the\ are. there will be 
no future* (‘xjiansion for e*itln*r. Therefore tin* Ivst plan is that the 
Weaving Institute* should be* allowed to stav where* it is until the autlror- 
ities ate* in a |)ositn>n t<» find anothe*r site foi the institute. I think that 
the* pro]H>sal cd Vnife'ssor Mukheiji is a modest and a leasonahle one. 
Professor Miikherji d(H*s nbt say that the W(‘aviiig Institute .should not 
stay tln*re provisionally oi- teinjxuarilv, hut he requests tliat uu inquiry" 
be made on tin* .subject. 1 think, Jsir. that this is a rea.sonable sug- 
gestion. 

The Hon’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 de ‘sire to intervene at this stage 
on lK*half of my Hon’hle (Ndh‘agiu* the Nuwah Sahib, whose illness we all 
deplore. Whatever 1 put forwaid, 1 do maiulv on lH»half of the 
Nawab »Snhib. Pertain obieivations have, lunvever, lH*en made about 
the t»art that I took as Minister in ehavge of Education, and I shall 

shortly touch on those points as well. In the first place let me make 

one |Knnt (dear — the point raised by my esteemed friend, Bahu Surendra 
Nath Malhk — that I am in charge of the l>ei»artment of Education as 
well as the Diqairtment of Industries and Agriculture, That is not 
the [KKsition. It is true for a few days when my Iloirbie C^dleague wa« 
ill, I did some work on his liehalf, he taking every responsibility for 

the work wiiich 1 did for him, I was not for a single day in charge 

of tb© jxirtfolk) of Agriculture and Industries and to-day, if I am 
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speaking on behalf of the Hou’ble the Nawah Sahib, I am doing so 
just as one Minister helps another, and whatever 1 am putting forward, 
I am putting forward in furtherance of the jwlicy which he has adopted 
in this matter. 

Now, with these preliminary observations. Sir, may I punt out tluit 
the api)ointment of a committee will not iHuhaps ser\e the idtjetd which 
Professor Mukherji has in view Well, let us assume that the (com- 
mittee reeommends that thi.s pirtieular plot ol land which the Seiam- 
|K>re College wants should Ik* given to the SeramjKire ('idlege. and let 
us further assume that tlie ('oinmitttH* reeommeiids either that the W(‘av- 
ing Institute should Ik* rernoNed from its piesent site oi that the 
Weaving Institute will re(iuire more land. 1 dare say (hat every nienilKT 
of this House will appreciate that an\ su( h rt'eoniiaendation wi]l reipiire 
money. Well, memlieis of this lloiisi* must liav** heaid the stat«*ment 
made hy the Ilon’lde tlie I’inaiHe Menih(‘r m answer to c(‘itani i|UestionH 
put hy members, that at the jueseiit moment the estimated detint of the 
(fovernment is IN. So lakhs. We caiimM s|K*nd even IN r)(),tHIO if we 
wanted to do it. What is the go<Ml of wasting mole inonev ov(*i a 
committee ‘r A suggestion like the one whn ii fell from Hai .logemlia 
(’hunder (those Haliadiii or llabu Surendra Nath Mallik is ii diffeient 
pro|K»sition altogether. With leguid to the suggestion which fell from 
Hai .logendra ('hunder (those Hahadui. I should like to know whetht‘r 
the Serampoie (^'ollege is willing to pa\ toi tin* land which, acioiding 
to the Hai Hahadur, should In* taken fiom thi* Weaving Institute y 
Hut these are matters which I think can he settled e.isil\ b\ negotia- 
tion, ami if we can come to a .satisfactoiN conclusion, tlnoe h no icason 
why my esteemed ccdleague the Nawah Sahib will do something winch, 
according to Professor Mukherji. will jeopirdise fm e\ci. the future 
expansion of this am ient college. Tin* Serampire Ccdlegc* is one of the 
oldest established colleges in Hengal. it has a chartei fiorn the Danish 
Kings ; with it is asiiWK’iat«*d the hallowed names of Marshman ancl Carey 
and others; it is a crdlege in which even om* is interest(‘d, luit how»‘V(*r 
much we may he interested in the w’ell-l)eing of this c(dleg(* such 
interest cannot really solve the present problem. Dn the other hand, 
the Weaving Institute also is an institution which is dcang the great(*Ht 
possible good to those who desire to have oppirtunities of instruction 
in that institution. We have to decide the matter in suc h a way tliat 
neither the Weaving Institute nor the Serampue College should suffer. 
It is not a (piestion as to whether we should give more prorninemf* to 
cultural educ-ation or as whether we should give gr(‘;it(‘r proniiiience 
to mere manual instruction. Different people may have different view* 
on this question but that asp»(’t of the (pieHlioit — with due respu t b) 
tfioae who have put forward this as^iect — is not relevant. It must Ik? 
conceded that the Weaving Institute is* doing gtKwl work; it must be 
allowed to do this good work and unless we can remove it wrmewhere 
else there is no option but to keep it in its present position. 
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Now, Sir, Professor Mukherji has stated that in the past Lord Eonald* 
shay made a conditional promise. In his resolution he was very careful 
to say that the promise was provisional; that is so. Now, may I, Sir, 
(juote a [mssage as to what Lord Kouuldshay actually said? — 

Definite proposals for the removal of the Weaving School from its present site 
have actually been under tonsideration, but the estimated cost has hitherto stood 
in the way of their being amjrded sanction. The land i^» not, however, at present 
available, and it is beyond my power to say when it will be. All that I can say 
is that there is a reasonable probability of its bocottiiiig available within not a 
very distant future, and 1/ thu expectation tit realised [I draw, with your 
{lermiasioa, the attention of this House to this passage] I hold that the College 
has the first claim upon the Government in resp<*ct of it. 

Put unfortunately for the college, that exjiertution has not been realised. 
My Hou ble (Villeague has not found it jxissible to remove the Weaving 
Inatitute from its present aite. Therefore, that expectation ba« not been 
reulieed. 

Now, Sir, certain observationH were made about the 0])inion of 
Mr. Hornell, the Director of Public Instruction, and from thei^c 
observations u point was sought to be made that according to Mr. IIornelpB 
ideas, the SerniniKire In.stjtute ought to go from that site. From certain 
other oliservalions, a iMiint was attempted to be made that this was not 
Mr. Hornell s idea; but if you read an opinion away from the context, 
you get \our.self into difficulties. The reuJ jiosition is that Mr. Hornell 
at one stage was discussing the ijiiestion of locating ihi* Weaving 
Institute as a part of the lugger (jueslion of the location of u Technical 
Institute in (^ileuttn (In the other occasion he was diuJing with the 
<|UestioM of the Weaving Institute aloiu'. Then* is no inconsisteney in 
the two opinions expressed by Mr. Hornell. However, an> opinion.s 
expressed up to the year 1920 are hardly of any use to us to-day. As 
members are aware, it was i^uite easy for the Government before 
Uiis unfortunate province was left a bankrupt province by the 
Meston award to finance any scheme costing something like Rs. 10 or 
20 lakhs, rnfortunutely from the (kiy the Meston award was 
aciepted, this jirovince is more or less a bankrupt province. However 
much my Hon’ble (’olleague and 1 may sympathise with the institutionft 
under our charge, it is not open to us to give effect to our respective 
desires without burdening the province with further taxation. There- 
fore, we, the Ministers, must go slow and these difficulties none could 
realise better than the members of this House. (Consequently, I would 
suggest to Professor Mukherji (hat the liest thing that he can do is to 
withdraw his resolution. If the matter cun lie settled by negotiation 
certainly we should attempt to settle it. but that settlement must not 
\h> by jeo[mrdising the interest of one institution for the benefit of ihje 
other. WVll, the Serum|x»re Weaving Institute is there and aa 
Mt. Donovan has said, pi^ssession is nine points of law. Apert from 
that, the Serampore College has no right to this land unless the Weaving 
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Institute g-ives it up; therefore, no good purpose will be served by 
appointing a committee beyond wasting a little money. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I wish to make one thing perfectly 
clear that the Seram[)ore C^>llego has no aniiuus against the central 
Weaving Institute at SeramiH)re. The ix)sition i>f the college is this, 
that if tlie two institutions can grow side by side witiiout either being 
jvrnianeTjtly cripplcil, so fur a> its development is concerned, I am 
perfectly sure that the Faculty of the Seram jwrt* College would be 
perfectly willing to listen to afiy reasonable projMvsal which will go 
towards the^ solving of this acute pi{d>lem. I'he |H)sition of the Serum- 
|>ore College is this that if this Lind immediately adjac<‘rit to the 
Seramjiore ('ollege grounds is made the |M‘rmanent liahitation of the 
Wcniving Institute, then the futuie expansion of the lolJege is lioomed 
for eviM* Ve should like to see this central Wt‘uving IfistiHite j.;i(»w, 
and j)ros|H"i and beconu' one of liie niosl ethrieiit institutions in Hengul. 
'riie difli(’nlt\ i^ the proxiiintN of tlie lw(» pieces of land Wt* <annot 
go an\whc*ie else; \ou cannot upioot tiiat cditice, nou cannot uju'oot 
that hostel, and von <’annot uproot all the huiblings tficre covering 
iH*arl\ 111 to l‘J biglias of land d'lie nb*al of the college is to inakt* it 
rt‘sulen1ial and tea* lung anil in older to realize that ideal, with which 
f iovei riTiicnt is ]»cifc(tl\ s\ nipat lie! n . it is looking forward to further 
devel(»piiient. It is peiicitly tiuc that Ue are going tlnougli hard 
times faced uith a difficult finam lal situation Tin* Scram|H)n' 
College has no intention wliute\ef to put the (ioveriiinent Weaving 
Institute into an\ incon\enieuce at the pie.sent time. Hut surely this 
financial stnngem v will not last for evei Sooner or later financial 
stringem V wil^iass uua\ I think tii\ inf<»i ination is c-orrect, that 
there aie suitaliie lands available foi the full devidopnicnt mid exjniiision 
of the AVeuving Institute. If monev is tlie only difliiulty just at the 
present moment, it <aii remain when* it is. We want to safeguard our 
fxisition tliat it may not bt* finallv and perinaiientlv decided that the 
Weaving Institute should be a fixture. If there is financial difficulty, 
let things go on ju*.t at pre.sent. Hut the difficulty of the SciamjMire 
(ollege is tliat the Ilon’ble the Minister in churge of IndusineH wants 
to make the Weaving Institute a |M*riiianent habitation — that is tlie 
whole fKunt — and this will f»ra< tically mean <'ri[>jding the expansion of 
the Seramfiore ('(»IIege once for all If an assurance is given on behalf 
of the Minister that it will not b«* made a p«‘rmanent fixture at the 
present stage, things can go on just as they are. T am jK*rfectly sure 
that the Faculty of the Serain|K)re C<dlege will take up a reasonable 
attitude in this matter; but if the jMiHition b<* to make it a iH*rmanent 
hifliitation and to put an end for over to all ho[ve» of ex|>ttnsion, it will 
be impoftsible for me to withdraw the resolution. If the HoD*ble the 
Minister in charge of Education, who ia a^ieaking on behalf of the 
Kiniater in charge of loduatries, can give me this aasnrance, that thinge 
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will remain as they are and that the Weaving Institute will not be made 
a permanent fixture, I am prei>ared to withdraw my resolution. I can 
take that reMf>orisibility on liehalf of the Serainpore College. I wait 
for an answer. 

Tha HOfi’ble Mr. P. Ce MITTER: I am sjx’aking on behalf of the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of Industries, and it is not i)os8ible for 
me to give an assurance one way or the other on that {)oint. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI; In the circu instances, I am exceed- 
ingly sorry I do not see my way to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then put and a division takeu with the following 
result : — 


AYF8. 


Ahmtci, Maulvl AxahAruddln. 

Ahm«d, Maulvl Rafl Uddin. 

Arhamuddin, Mautvi Khandakar. 

■artan, Mr. H. 

Snattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra 
Cfiaudhuri, Babu KIthorl Mahan. 
Chowdhury, Maulvl faxial Karim. 

Oai, Babu Bhithmadfv. 

Otttta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Ohasa, Ral Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 
4anah, Babu Sarat Chandra. 


Makramall, Munthi. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra 
Maltra, Or. Jatindra Nath. 

MukherJI, Protaiaor t. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chjndra. 
Mulllok, Babu Niroda BrKary. 

Ralkat, Mr. Pratanna Deb. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Jogandra Krishna. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

luhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahaad. 


NOES. 


Atxal, Nawabxada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Munahl datar. 

All, Munihl Amir. 

Ml, Munahl Ayub. « 

Avam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Hon'bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Bahlb Panohanan. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl thah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhury, Maulvl Rahmatian. 

Oahais Mr. 0. J. 

Galvin, Mr. Q. L. 

Oa, Babu PanlndralaU 
Daara, MajaP-Ofnaral B. N. 

DaLtvta, Mr. J. A. 

Day, Mr. O. 0. 

OanaM, tha Non'Mt Mr. J. 

Oanovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dutt« Ral Bahadur Or. Narldhan. 

Dutta« Babu Annada Charan. 
imaraan, Mr. T. 

Paragul, Mr. K. 0 M. 

Prtfiah, Mr. P. 0. 

QhMa, Mr. D. 0. 

Oaada, Mr. g. W. 

Na^ thah gytd Emdadut. 

The .^yeg being 22 and the 


I Hernail, Mr. W. W. 

I Huntinglord, Mr. Q. T. 

1 Huq, Maulvl EkramuL ^ 

I Hutaain, Maulvl Muhammad Madatsur. 
I Khan, Maulvl Haml(Hid-din. 

‘ Law, Raja Rathaa Caaa. 

I Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla tho. 

Mar/, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MIttar, tho Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Nakty, MIrxa Muhammad All. 

Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Prantfca, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla gir AbdHir% 

Rauf, Maulvl ihah Abdur. 

I Bay, Ral Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Rlthl, Babu Raalk Chandra, 
j Bay^ Mr. Bijaypraaad gingti. 

I Boy, Mr. C. N. 

Boy, Mr. J. N. 

I Bay, Bal B aha d u r UNt Mahaa tlivB. 
Bay, Baja Maallan giiuMi. 
ginha, Babu iurtiidra Narayan. 
ttophaman, tha Han^ Mr. H. L. 
tuhrawardy, Or. Naaaah. 


Noe« 52, the motion was loat. 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: I pmpoM DOW to call upon Maulvi Kkratuul 
Huq to move the resolutioD standing in bis nume and in connection 
with this resolution, the resolutions on the same subject standing in 
the names of Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, Babii Surendni Namyan Sinha 
and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur will be regarded as amend- 
ments to it. After we have disjKised of the resolutions 1 have men- 
tioned we will come to the resolution regarding a sluice-gate at Kalu- 
khali standing in the name of Babu Surendm Narayan Sinha. 


Tho river Bhagirathi. 

Meulvi EKRAMUL HUQS 1 move that this ('ouimmI recoinmend.s 
to the Government that immediate stepH he taken to sn ure and pu'- 
8er\e a eontinuous flow' of the n\<*r Bhagirathi so us to make it navi- 
gable tliroughoiit the year. 

In (M)mmendiiig this rt‘soluti(Ui for the acieptaiiee of the House. I 
am 8ur(» that it will not he necf»ssary foi me to dehxer a long s])eec)i 
or to say much in rcplv, for I feel ('ertain that the Hoirble MemWr 
for (Tovernment will see his way to aciept the same though he iimv 
think it j>rofH‘r to movi* Ins resolution iii difTiofiil words. It is a kiiov^u 
fact that not verv long ago the river Bhagirathi wa.s the water route for 
the trade of the districts 1\ ing on its banks But at. pre.sent it so haj>|S‘ns 
that theie are places w here it is not possible even for a small country bout 
to [lass, anil it must be remembered that it is a river which once gave 
health and ;dent\ to the iK'opI e residing on its banks. But now' the silt- 
ing up of the river ha.s resulted iu |H‘stilentml diseaws carrying away 
liundreds of thoiisamls of the {Kipulation of the country. It is well 
know'n that resismsihilit \ for unavoiilable calamities (annol 1 m* at<?i- 
huted to Oovenmient though it is held resjxmsible and in this parti- 
cular case it mav 1 m‘ mentioned here that the po^nilar belief is that for 
the silting up of this river the novernment is mainly resjKjnsible, for 
it is said, though of coursi^ without foundation, that the smirce of this 
river was once covered w'ith sheets of b*ad which were removed bv 
Government officials and it is beiaus^* of that that sand is deposited 
now at the source with the result that gradually this river lias lM*come 
silteil up and it is not fKissible even for a small (vmntrv boat to fmsis during 
the dry Reason. The (piestion of incr<*iiHe in the flow* attracted th(» 
attention of Government before as a result of the endeavours of the 
members of the former Council and dredgers were employed at the 
.source. But, unfortunately, the result was not what was desired and 
the Government thought that the monev w’as wasted. Though I arn 
n^t in a position to give an opinion as to what should 1 m* done to 
increase the flow, T could guess that formerlv when the dredgers were 
used that they used to take out sand at a particular spot and deposit 
the same on the banks with the result that if they got the snnd from 
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on© particular place to-day they lost it in the course of a few days. 
So this was absolutely of no use. At present when you have got many 
dredgers 1 hope that the Hon'ble Member will at once start dredging 
the liver and it will not he before long that we shall be able to get an 
increase in the flow quite sufficient for small country boats to pass 
during the dry season. One thing which 1 would like the Hon’ble 
Member to b(*ar in mind is that the water of the river is being used by 
many thousaiid.s of people inhabiting on the hanks and if nothing is 
don(‘ in this diiection then (dioieru, small-pox, and diseases of that 
nature are hound to take away a large portion of the population of the 
districts as in previous years. 

With these words F commend my resolution to the Ilouse. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY; I move that this (’ouncil recom- 
mends to the (Government that immediuti* steps be taken for the increase 
of the flow of till* riser Ilhagiratlii. 

’rile reHolutnm I ba\(* just jdacetl befort* the IIoiisi' is one of vital 
imiKU’lariee. Mn humble submission is that tin* matter directly and 
udvei'stdy affecting a tliickh populated tract bus a right to claim the 
very best attention and interest of the (fovmnmetit At tlu‘ direction 
of the non’bli' the Minister in ebargt‘ of Lo( al Sidf-tiovernment, a 
note luepared bv Dr Bentley, the Director of Ihiblir Dealt li, Biuigal, 
was laid on the table in i(*ply to niv uri.'ituri eil question No at the 
last .latumrv session of tlu‘ (’oiinril. Witii all the earnestness at iny 
('ommarid T rerpiest (‘vei\ mernlwr of the lIous(‘ to jXMUse tliat note, 
’rile fac’ts and figui*<‘s g^ivrMi in the nott* are of an apjralling nature. Be 
it not(‘d, Sir, they ar'e tin* ii'sults of an official inquii\ Anil it take.s 
one’s bieatli awa\ to find to quote from Dr. Bentlev’s rioter— 

Tlie jiggro}/i»tc (Ictillis from dioleiii in towns nnd ttinnas of the Murshidabad, 
Nadm, Hurdwnn, and Hooghl> <tifttru t.s bordering on tho Bhagirnthi for each month 
during tljc qumqucnni.nl period IPIO 20 were in January --877 ; February -f>42 ; 
March April l,.W. May 1.702; June^-5<»f); July 468; August 389; 

8«»ptcinl>«'r '145. (b fober 108; Nov ember— J ,2-15 ; l)ecemb«'r -1,972; and tb© 
aggregates of rnonilih « holer i dvMiths h>r five years in tho municipalities of Santipur, 
Navailwip, Kulnn. and K.atwu were 42, 39, 168, 139, 3-1, 32. 10, 16. 3, 15, 86, 
and 194 

It W'ill ha>se betm easily gathered from the above that the mortality 
from choleni alone leuihe.s its xenith w'hen the river is at it.s lowest 
level, that is in the months of March and April. 

These are the oustanding facts which confront us demanding imme- 
diate rt»dress. For humanity’s sake at least, the (Tovernnieiit can no 
longer afford to disregard the gravity of the case. It is high time that 
this silting up of the river Bhagirathi should la» put a stop to, striking 
at the very m>t of the fell diseavses which count for their victims thou- 
sands every year. Then, and then only, can the prevention of the 
diseases, especially of cholera, he an established fact. 
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In tke last January session, Ihe Hon’ble the MeniWr in charge of the 
Ilepartment of Irrigation infoimetl the House that the IhhI of the nver 
was kept down by dredging and orcasional scraping till the year 1918-17 
for a length of about two miles at the entrance, and that there were 
no dredgers afterwards at the di.s|xisal of the Irrigation Depurtnient 
to re-establish dredging operations, they being taken away in con- 
nection with the war. Handalling or paitial dredging will, he was 
pleased to say, have tfi be continueil to maintain some kind of u 
channel l>etw'een the Ganges and the Hhagirathi. 

My very humble submission is that, as war conditions ni> longer 
exist, the dredgers may now lx* made available and jnit in actum at 
oiK'c, as an ar/ intrnm measure; for the matter cannot he tieated any 
more in an (iff-hand manner. “ Some kind of a ihannel will never 
do. Neither will handalling or jKirtial ilredging. A full flow of 
water is what is needed and nothing .nhoit of this can Im‘ leasonahly 
exjK'cted to tackle the matter to any apprtx'iahle degree of succi'ss. 

In this connection, I ha\e another thing to suggest. Some of tho 
camses of so rapid silting up of the Ihigiiathi are the dam at Uardwa’ 
and the excavation of mighty canals oNer humli.sls of miles m length 
on both banks of the (fanges in the t’mted Hroviioes. 1'hev impede 
the flow of water and diminish the total Nolume of wal<*r While the 
\olunie of the headwaters of the Ganges are diminiNhed in (jiiantity, 
it has still to carrv awa> the silt of the Sone. (la* (taiidak, and othei 
rivers of Bihar. Thi.s silt, wdiich in former times was earned to the 
sea hv the onrush of the cnnimt is now* dejMisited in the hixl of the 
river, thus raising the river level. 

The United l^rovinces and tin* Bihar Governments shoiihl lend ns 
a helping hand, ^rigation is now a provim ial subject and I ask our 
Government to put itself in comniunicat ion with these (iovei nmenls 
for financial aid. In Kutojk* the Rhine and the DaniilM* are inter- 
national rivers. Becaiisi* their head-waters ate situated in different 
States that dm*s not entitle those States to put a stop to <>r to diminish 
the volume of w*ater flowing into another State The (ietinans soinetino^ 
ago projected a canal connecting the Rhine with the North Sea to this 
the Dutch protested and they wanted a guarantee that the volume of 
flow of the Rhine should lud 1 m* impaired and the mighty Germans of 
the pre-war days bad to agree to this. 

Or take the case of rijiarian owners, one ujs-stream, one down- 
stream. The up-stream owner has no riglit to inijM-de the flow of 
water. He cannot interfere with the enjoyment of the d(»wn. stream 
owner. 

How, the United Provinces Government has^xcavated some mighty 
canals and they are reaping the advantages in increased water rates, 
increased cultivation and increastnl prosperity. Are they not morally, 
and applying the principle of international law between the different 
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provinces of India also legally, bound to contribute something to us? 
In the last Budget discussion, Sir, the Hon’ble Member told us, on the 
subject of cross-channel connection from tlie H(K>ghly, that over a 
cror© of ruj)ee8 had l)een |>aid for a part of the cost of dredgers last 
year, ' Some of these may l)e utilized here. The bereft and the desti- 
tute, the poor tax-payers to lK>ot, are suffering and they pray to the 
Goveriimenl to find out means to |Hotect them. That is all they claim. 
I therefore l>eseech the Hon’ble Member to give the matter the kind 
attention it (les<*rves so much, and the (V>uncil to accept my motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: 1 move that this Council 
recommends to the (iovernment that immediate stej)s Ik' taken to secure 
ami mairilain a continuous flow of tli(» gradually silted-uj) river Bhagi- 
rutln. tf> improve the sanitation of the places on its banks — notably in 
the di8tri('l8 of Murshidabad, Nadia, and Burdwan — and to make it 
navigable throughout the year. 

In movirig this resolution 1 beg to submit that luv s]>eech will* be 
also in support of the rt‘Holutions that have Is'cn movrsl by my friends, 
Maulvi Kkramul lliui and Kaja Maniloll Sitigb Roy 

Mf. PRE8IDENT: Will the memb<*r wjx‘ak u])? I find it very hard 
to liear him. Will he <'ome a little closer? 

(The mem})er moved closer to the .IVesident lal (’hair.] 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA; I am fref^ to (onfess that 
this i<‘solution embodies a <iuestion not of purely local intere.st, as I 
am afraid many memlx'r.s ma.\ U* disjsised to assinm^. but on tbe eon- 
trar\ it iiiv(dv«‘s the larger (luestion of sanitation, trade, and affeeting 
us many as thre<^ or four districts. It mav tw» bop(*d that tbe river Rhagi- 
rathi. tbe sacred river of the Hindus and one of tbe mighty rivers of the 
(langetie system, which flews ]>ast through the districts of Murshid- 
ubad, Nadia, Burdwan and ITooghly. is well known to each and all 
members ()f the House Since tbe last 30 (►r 40 vears, tbe history of 
this historK'ally famous river has btHMi a* tragedv. and no amount of viva- 
city of a corneily can |mint it in rosy colours. The catastrophic change — 
the undreamt of deterb>ration of this once mighty river is simply 
heart-reudiM'ing to hmk at. This important river of Bengal of Te<lic 
ant!(|uity and ns old as the Hiinalavas, has bwn. to the great misfor- 
tune of the |MM>ple eom-erned, reduced to a threadlike existence of a 
shallow nullah, which in some places could easily be crossed over 
even by a dog in the dry st*ason 1 think that this account of the pr«w 
sent condition will lie enough to give an adequate idt^ of the most 
wrtdi'hed condition the river has come to, and T should not attempt at 
an elaborate and vivid ^cription and waste the time of the Counfil. 
Now, the question arises as to who is respon.sible for the ruin of the 
river. There are the many causes that have worked together to bring 
about this catastrophic change. Ever since the signs of decay and 
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deterioration began to ahow tbeinaeJves and ateady fall in the level 
ensued every year, an outcry was raised by the public and the matter 
was brought home to the Government year in and year out whenever 
the Lieutenant-tioveinors and Governors came out on tour by represen- 
tations aud addiosses presented lK>th by the public and the public bodies 
such as the municipality, the district board and the Murshiilahad 
Association. The answers given to these representations were equally 
stereotyjied and meagre and seemed to belittle and minimist* the import- 
ance of the river and set premium over the facilities of two system of 
railways, vir., the East Indian Railway and the Eastern Rengal Rail- 
way, on both banks of the river. The Government, in its wisdom, did 
not take tibiely piecaiitionuiv measures to chet k the rapid decay of 
the river, but rather allowed it to run to ruin. The Railway (\>m|MUiy 
and the emhanknient system are al.so res|K>nsihle for the wretcheil con- 
dition of the Rhagirathi. T)r. Hentley. the highest authority of the 
Rengal Sanitary Dispart meat , and Rai Ihihadur Dr. (iopal (’hnndra 
Bhattacharji. Bacteriologist and Secretary, (Vntral (Ui' 0 |)enitive Anti- 
niulnria Society, ha^e both unequiviwally condemned tlie emhankmenta 
which have desiro\ed the \vat<*reourses and stopjMMl hushing and diain- 
iTig of the country. S(une members of this ITou.se of diflferenl distriets 
on various occasions asked (juestioiis regarding the improvement of the 
Bliagirathi. but the answ<‘r here given by the Ifoirble the Memlw'r in 
('harge of the Irrigation Dejiai tmerit to the various questions on the 
subject seemed to have followt'd the principle of opiKiiiunism and to 
have betraved a characteristK knack which is jHisMvssed hy (Tovernment 
inemTiers. These answers. ]iow<*\er, instead of throwing light on the 
subject as to the intention of the Government, clouded and obsi'iirtnl it 
and the member.s asking th(5se questions remained as wise* as before, 
till 17th January, wIhmi a (pie-^tion on the Ithagirntln ri\(‘r was 

asked by my friend. Raja Manilnll Singb Roy, 'vbo was able to eli<it a 
definite aii.swer to bis (piestion, and 1 am glad to admit that the answer 
gave .some scope of lioping for a redress. I now jmss on to the sad 
result which has followed tlie silting up of the river, and how the ]M*ople 
have h<*en suffering considerably from the effi'cts. In the dry season 
the level of the river falls to a few inches generally and owing to insuffi- 
cient current tlie little water in the ImhI becomes naturallv so mueb 
stagTiant and polluted that it stinks, the disagreeable smell reiidering 
the water quite unfit for human consumption. The people who live 
near and around the river, having no other source of drinking water, 
have to depend solely and mainlv on this polluted and stagnant water 
and, under helpless cimimstanees, are obliged and forced to drink such 
unwholesome and insanitary water rendering themselves liable and sus- 
ceptible to attacks of many infectious and other diseases which carry 
every year a heavy toll of victims from amongst the i>e<»ple. The 
terrible figures of mortality and the appalling decline in popuU*»»>n 
Murahidabad by 128,000 in course of the last 10 years, as disclosed hy 
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the last cenHUB report, may, I venture to think, to a large extent, be 
Httnhutfihle to the silting up of the Hhagirathi and to the uDwhoJesome 
water provided by the river. UavugeH of malaria, too, is by far greater in 
places on and near the river than in villages a few inilea away inland 
from the river. This condition is also supported by eminent men engaged 
in malm ml research woiks wh<^ authoritatively hold that the dead river 
eontrif)uteH to the increase of malaria, by the stagnant ixkiIh found in 
its bed, which IxK’oine tlie veritable breeding-places of the anopheles 
and th(* formidable foci of malaria fever. It may be mentioned here 
that w'h4*n the Ilhagirathi w'as prosjHirouH and at its best, malarial fever 
was almost unknown to this part of Murshidabad. But as soon as 
the Bhagirathi began to deteriorate and decay, malarial fev^r made its 
appearanc(‘ and has come to stax till the river is restored to its former 
condition. Among th(‘ causes that have mainly contrihuted to make 
Miirshidahad notoi lously malaiious in the (lovernnuMit list, the present 
comlition of tin* Bhagirntlii is one of tliem. Now. 1 w'ish to show 
l)ri«‘flv how the dea<l river lias uffecterl the economic condition r^f the 
country. When in the past the river was at its height .and navigable 
throughout the year then* eould 1h» s^m'd below ever\ “ (laiija,” town 
and tiading pla<'e, a large fleet of countix boats engaged in loading 
commodities .and in unloading them. resjx*ct i ve| v, foi outwaid and in- 
ward trad(‘s Similailv. tin* inter-triule of the countix was done* by 
the saiiK* agency. But alas, now', oxving to the deplorable condition tlie 
riverlionie trade has altogether disapf>eared ; becan.se of the abnormal 
low level of the river a small green boat can bardlv pass through the 
channel in dry season. Besid«‘s this general economic loss, the district 
boaid and municifialit ie.s ow'niiig ferry-ghats over tin* ii\er haxe liad to 
sustain losses in the revenue from the ferries and in consequence their 
income lias btM*n rri]»pled. 

The misc'hief done^ by the silting up of the river does not confine itself 
onlv to the sanitary and ec'onomie camdition but also somi* of the rivers in 
the TToogblv district such ns tlie Saraswnti, Matnhhanga and tlie Hooghly 
river itself have l»een to some extent nffected. and in the lase of the 
latter, the Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Irrigation Department 
has admitted in his reply to a cpiestion of mv esteemed friend. Raja 
Maniloll Singli Rov. on the 17th Januaiy, lfi22, that the ITonghlv river 
discliarge -at Satgachia Indow' the junction of the Matabhangn and 
Bhagirathi shows decrease sinre the year 1914. From this fact it is 
evident that .sooner or later the |>ort of ralcutta will feel the effec t of 
the silting up of the Bhagirathi. I understand that there are two 
ways to improve the eondition of the river Bhagirathi : one by dredging 
and the other by cutting oix»n a new mouth. We want immediate steps 
towards this direction. 

Taking all these factors into consideration I have brought the resc^ 
lution Wfore the TTouse. It may be now exfx'rted that the membeif 
will l>e unanimous in aeeepting the resolution. 
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Ral MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahiciur: ] move thut tbiM 
(/ouncil recommends to the Government thut early steps l)e taken for 
the regular dredging of the Bhagirathi. 

The other speakers have already brought tt> your notice the eoruli- 
tion of the river Bhagirathi. There cunnol Ik* any that (he river 

is rapidly silting ii{> and the (|ue.stifHi demands (onsideration What 
steps are to be taken for the purpose of .se(*uring a goml flow of the 
riverJ" I submit with humility that tht* diedging regular dmlg- 
ing — of (he river may Ik? taken up. The <‘on<iitioii of the iiv(*r shous 
that with the rapidity of the formation of chars and rharas we hml 
also that the rivulets, the tributaries that join the river are also in a 
choked condition. We notict* (hat tlnue are jungles over the chars 
and chords and sand-beds are dail\ inneasing I bring to the notne 
of the (' ouncil the fact that in ]ibic<‘s above the town of Hooghlv we find 
sand-bc'ds which form islands and thus the flow of the water' is almost 
nil. Over and above that if \ou go up to jdures near Murshidabad you 
will see that a few mile.s of the ruer are not under water during the 
winter and summer s(«nsons It is high time that steps bf‘ taken to 
secure a good flow of water Dnslging of the river is to be taken into 
consideration In tin* old (’ouncil 1 lirought this matter to the nolii*e 
of Government through the (’ouncil esjMwiallv witli regard U> the removal 
of sand at a very saired jdace near Nahadwipand m\ suggestion at the 
time was for the ]uirpose of dn*dging the liver, 'I'he cost was enormous 
and how far the Goveninient was successful, [ do not know. We 
find that sti'ps ruight to he taken in this direction hv dnslging it. 
The river is in a |)iliahb* ('ondition The discharge effluents from 
the mills, (he formation of chars not only affec-ts the* sanctity of the 
river hut also does not provide pure drinking wat«T for the jreople wlio 
live on file riparian jiortion of the municipality If I had the tongue 
of ebxjuencc* 1 would have fittingly described (he ]>n*scnt condition of 
the river The Tfon’lile the Mahara jadhira ja Bahadur knows about 
this and be has keen sympathy with the |M‘ople Th(^se who live within 
the riparian inunicijKiIities also know this But no steps have be<*n 
taken as \et. d’he old thing'* are ((uitiniiing and tlH‘ jieople are grum- 
bling. Diseases of various sorts have c'oine ujH>n tbrun Therefore, the 
first step tliat T pro|K>se should he to drr'dge the river, the seccuid to see 
that there is a regular flow of water in the river, and the third step whirh 
1 wull bring to vour notice hereafter bv a regular resolution -my old 
complaint, namely, that the discharge of (he septic tanks into the river 
should }>e put a stop to, 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
l^’ble the Maharajaifhirija Bahadur of Burdwan): T wish you were a 

magician and could convert even one-fourth of the flow cif elmiuence 
that takes place in this rouncil into a flow of wafer and envert it into 
the river Bhagirathi and give me a flow there all the year round. It 
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would then 8uve us in the Irrigation Department a good deal of thinking 
and a good deal of work; but such a thing cannot be. We have been 
requested by the different HjKiakers to get either a constant flow in the 
river Jlhagiratln, or to dredge the river itself. Before I make any cora- 
ineijts as to tlie exact jKisition of the river to-day, 1 think it is my duty 
to reply briefly to some of the points raised by the 8i>eakers who have 
moved their reseJutions. Maulvi Ekramul Iluq has mentioned a legend 
about the Bhugiruthi — the bottom of the Bhagirathi having been laid 
with Hhe<*ts of steel. I believe the legend is Unit it w’as laid with sheets 
of copiH»r. I’robably another gentleman hereafter will go further and 
say that the legend is that it was laid with sheets of silver, and that 
tin* British (iovernment took all the silver aw’ay and laid Tiand in its 
sU-ad. But, whatever may f)o the legend, we have got to fac<‘ the 
facts as w'(* find them to be. Raja Maniloll Singh Itoy has undoubtedly 
given Us some ajiimlling figures regarding the mortality from cholera, 
figures which cannot he (luestioned. and figures which certainly make 
most of us shudder. He has gone into the (juestion of asking other 
provincial (iovernments to assist us in our tivsk of dnalging the Bhagi- 
rathi. 1 do not think that any of the jrrovinmal (Bivernnients are 
likely to look at this (juestion from our jxiint of view. In the first 
place, they would rightly say that this was a matter entirelv for the 
provincial (Government concerned, and not for them. Secondly, since 
we have a flow in the mam (ianges or the Pudma all the year round, the 
question of canals at Hardw'ar or the many canals in the Pnited Provinces 
will not solve our problem for the simple reason that the Bhagirathi, 
for all practical puiqwises, is at the present moment not an original 
iiv(*r hut a spill (diannel. So mu<*h for the criticisms. 

Then, my esteemed and venerable friend of Hooghly has suggested 
the dredging of tlie river. If dredging had been jxissible and if drt^lg- 
iiig was a satisfiK'lory solution, no doubt it would have Is'en one of the 
ways to go about the thing; but I should mention now' as to why dredg- 
ing is not ]u)ssihle. In the first place, those that are acquainted with 
the locality will realize that for many yitirs from a place called Faracca, 
the channel, which is now' caJleil the Hhngiratlii, diverted from the main 
stream known as the (Ganges or Padma. Recently within the last few 
years, I bt*lit*ve. the (Gange.s has swallowed up all that jxirtion of the 
Faracca channel which started from Faracca, and the mouth of the 
Bhagirathi is now at a place chilled Dhulian. 1 adroit that when 1 visited 
this point the other day. it was undoubtedly a strange sight to a Hindu 
to find at the mouth of the Bhagirathi at this time of the year, a man 
being able to walk acTo.s8 with only about two feet of water at the most. 
But 1 can assure my friend, the Kumar Sahib, who whatever >lse he 
may or may not be, is a Hindu among Hindus, that there was at the 
time of my visit a slight ripple, and therefore the sanctity of the Bhagi- 
rathi has been up to now secured and saved. In a matter of this kind, 
a layman— as the Kumar Sahib very kindly cofnplimented me yesterday 
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by calling me a layman — bas got to be guided by <he expert who is 
now sitting io front of me, and whatever the Irrigation Dejmrtment has 
got to say on the |)oint, the Government as a whole must accept it. 
The Irrigation Department has l)een consiiteriug this (piestioii for a 
number of years, and the only possible solution at the present moment 
at any rate is to maintain in the Bhngirathi u gentle flow and a suth* 
cient quantity of water in it in the diy season for drinking and sanitary 
pur|X)8es from Calcutta to the present mouth at Dhulian; and this can 
only be done by judif ious bandalling every year at an average annual 
cost of twenty to thirty thousands of ru|H*es, and. jierhaps. we will la* 
able to reipove scone of the obstructions such as shoals, by minor dnulg- 
ing. The question of a short circuit cut a little way alxive Hishwa- 
nathpur wnll also be examined, if it is thought that that would at all 
likely help towards a solution. 

Going into tlie question — the larger question — of kcM'piqg the Bhagi- 
rathi ojk'H to navigation all the year round, it docs not seem to Ik? 
within the hounds of |>ossil)ility at the jiresent moment. In the first 
place, the cost would be almost prohibitive, being sonndhing like a 
crore of ru|K*es for dredging e\}M*nses alone. If arc* to culculatc* 
the (‘ost of the working c‘\pens(‘.s of a dn*dger at lbs 7, 00. (MX) a year, 
which is the average woikiiig ex]H*nse of a dredgc‘r for 11? months, it 
would take one drc*dger 14 \pars to complete the dr<*dgmg or 14 dredgers 
working at the same time to complete it If the Council insisted — 
and certainU that would he more sutisfactorv — that 14 drc*dgers sliould 
he chartered at once for the pnrisise and dredging coinph*t<*d within 
a short time, I would presently sh<»w’ what it would mean in terms of 
nione> , At the jiresent moment, we have* got. onl> d dredgers suitable 
for the purjiOHe, and we should have to purchase 11 more c*\ery dredger 
costing Rs. GO, 00, (KM). I'herefore, I ha\ that i1 is ikO a practical 
proiKisition. 

There is another thing to lie said, namely, that if we were to divert 
all the water from the Gange*^ oi the Pudma into the channel at 
Dhulian. which would he one of the results of di edging, we might dry 
up the Padma itself, and all the routes dowMi to Due c a and all the river 
routes below Murshidaliad would proluihly laMcime non-existent. I am 
sure that is a state of affairs which none of us wish to contemplate. 
For these leasons, as T have alreadv mentioned, the only |KWHihility of 
keeping just a gentle flow in the river all the year round is by judicious 
l)an<lalliiig. I know there is a great deal of fp<‘ling on this question, 
and for that reason, if it would he acceptable to the llouw, I would be 
willing, on behalf of Government, to accept the reardution of Raja 
)ianiloB Si ngh Roy in the following form: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that stejm Ik* taken 
to ensure as great a flow of water as possible down the Bhagirathi all 
through the year.'* 
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Beyond tluit I cannot ucc^^pt for the simple reason that I could not 
poHHihly j>romi«e thin^^s that we, in the Irrigation I)ef)artment, would, 
be unable to carry out. That in all I have to say, and I trust that in 
view of v/hat I have said and in view of the modified resolution which 
I have I>roj)OHed, the members who have moved their resolutions will 
withdraw them in favour of the modified one. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I think that the resolu- 
tion in tlie amended form should be accepted, and therefore I need not 
take any time of the (’ouncil. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: So long as this methrsl was tried, it was 
found Mauling, and altliough I feel inclined to say that it M'ould be no 
use having su< h a thing as bandalling, yet as the Hon’ble Meml>er 
has assured us that he would be able to seiuri* sufficient flow so as not 
to be an impediment towaids the hettei sanitation of the ilistrn t, I beg 
leave to M'ithdiaM* my resolution in favour of the amended one. 

'Idle motion was then, by leave of tlie (’ouncil, withdrawn. 

Raji MANILOLL 8INCH ROY; 1 aicejit the modification of the 
resolution, as sugg(‘ste<l bv the Ilon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwuin, knowing fully widl that an attempt will lx* made to 
improve muttcMs to the fullest. 

The res(dution of Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, as amended by the Ilon’ble 
the Mahurajadhiiaja Bahadur of Burdwan, was then put and agreed to. 

The resolution of Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha was then, by leave 
of the (dmncil, withdrawn. 

('Fhe ('ouncil then adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. * 

BMlu 8URENPRA NARAYAN SINHA; T move that this ( ouncil 
recommends to the Government that the •sluice-gate that existed before 
at Kalukliali, but was closed \ears ago, be reo|)ened, or in the alterna* 
tive that a new sluice-gate, at a suitable place near by, l>e construcU‘d 
to let out the flooil water of the Bhagirathi. 

Since the* almndonment of the Lalitakuri emlmnkment. tlie most 
notorious embankment — 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I cannot hear you. Are you making the same 
ajwech which you made before the adjournment, or a different sjieechf^ 

BMlU SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: It is another speech. 

The Government found it exjH'dient to provide protection against 
flood by means of another set of ring bund, a drainage-cut and a sluice- 
gate at Kalukbali, which was constructed a few miles to the south and 
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east of the main Lalitakuri embankment. By this set of newly con* 
structed bunds a group of villages numbering over one hundreil have 
been excluded and exposed to the onrush of the flood-water of the 
Bhagirathi and it was this tloo<l-water to let out which the sluice-gate 
at Ealukhali was built. From the past history of the laditakuri embank- 
ment it 18 evidently clear that liefore the sluice-gate was built at Kaiu- 
khali, w’henever there were breaches in the said embankment, defying 
everything that human agency could do to protect it, large tract -t of 
land used to be inundated by the flood-waU‘r and the country derived 
immense benefits and advantages. Whenever these tioinls oecurred, 
they w'ould invariably distribute the Mlt-laden water all over the lands, 
thereby enriching and improving their fertility and tending t4» prcnluc^^ 
abundant harvests. They would fill the existing bhils, tanks, and other 
w’atercourses and at the same time <listribute fry and s[»aw’n to them, 
thus inerea-sing their stock of fish and enhancing the valuV of the 
fisheries, and last though not leu^t. whut these floods did in the i»ust 
was to flush and purge the country of impurities and the germs of diseases, 
thus making the country jKTfectly immune, and in the result the |>t*o|«le 
enjoyed goo<l health in tlie year of the flooil, in |»aiticular, and in the 
>ear8 following. In those days of flood, Sir, the scourge of malaria 
w'as practically unknown to the country and contentment reigned in 
health and jilenty. Sul)se(pient to the constiuction of the new S(4 of 
bunds and of the sluice-gate at KuJiikhali, the flcHal-water was regulated 
and was let out by this gate by whudi the process of bonification was 
also carrnMl out, though in a restncteil measure and the country did 
get l>enelits and advantages to an ui»iueciul)le extent. 'I’lius the service 
of thi.s .sluice-gate was not altogether negligible. IVople aj>pre( lated 
the services of the sluice-gate a.s mo'.t valuable in many ways. Sul)«e- 
qiiently the sluice-gate wa.s overthiown by floods and the weighty iriflu- 
erieo of the railway authorities was brouglit to W'nr u|K»n Government, 
who were induced to close down the sluHe-gale immediately. Thus 
the jMJople were depnve<l of the valuable serviees of the sluife-gale at 
Kalukhali to the great detriment of the intc^rests and benefits of the 
people and of tlie country, and the enormous amount of fmblic revenue 
laid out as cost for the construction of the drainagc-cut and the sluice- 
gate itself went for nothing and the utility and uw'fulness of the latt4*r 
were wasted. In these days, Sir, when the theory of lK>rjificatu)n has 
prove to U the sure means of driving out malaria, and when the ojjera- 
tion of bonification has l>een taken up in selected areas, ft may l»e 
hoped that if the Kalukhali sluice-gate be reopened and reinstated in its 
former place, or in the altr^rnative, at a place near by, where exjiert 
opinion will direct bonification will Imj well servt^d by it rendering the 
wuntry immune from scourge of malaria and generally imjiroving the 
sanitary condition of the people. Moreover, this sluice-gate, if 
reopened, will bring manifold advantages and benefits to the country. 
inter alia, by enriching the soil, by bringing in abundant harveaU, and 
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by feeding tanks, bhils, and other watercourses, nainimising the acute- 
ness of the drinking water proUem, and at the same time increasing the 
supply of fish helping them to improve their breed and culture, and 
also help the Bhagirathi partly from its being silted up. In this con- 
nection 1 also heg to submit that a largely signed representation by the 
local people has l»een sent to Government for consideration. With 
these words, Sir, I l>eg to commend my resolution to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 urn sorry that the mover of this resolution,, .in spite of 
the fact that Mr. lluntingford tried to explain to him the position of 
w'hat used to be tin* shnee-gate at Kalukhali, wishes that to be 
reopened, or, in the alternative, that a new sluice-gate be constructed 
at a HUit4ilJe jdiice riear by. 

So far as the reojiening of the sluice-gate at Kalukhali is concerned, 
1 may enlighten this House that there has been no sluice-gate there 
since the dlst August, and a thing that does not exist cannot be 

reojiened. The (juestion of a new sluice-gate near by is on a different 
footing, no doubt, but this again cannot l>e done at the present 
moment until the whole problem of improving the conditions of the 
thanas of I^iilgola and Bhugwaiigola in .Murshidabud is gone into. This 
is being examined at the ])re.Hent mornimt. UntLl the inipiirv is 
complete, the tract of land which is now allowed to be cultivated for 
aman rice across which cross-bunds are put up by different zannndars 
in the three klmls called the Lalitakuri (^hannel, the Gobra Nullah and 
the 5drd Mile of the abandoned Bhagirathi embankment may be allowed 
to continue. In this connei'tioii I should like to jxiint out that this 
is not a matter entirely for^the Irrigation IVjiartment to go into. The 
right course is to ojhmi up the Gobra Nullali and to bring the whole area 
under atnnn. This will W a very suitable scheme no doubt, and could 
b© brought under the Bengal AgricuUiinil and Sanitary Improvement 
Act, H120. But for the present the existing methods must be allowed 
to continue and also there is this to be considered that as the whole tract 
is in the hands of r4iinindars, we could not work the scheme unless we 
took artfoo under this Act, which wdll have to be gone into by the 
Iiocttl Self-Government IK»portment when the scheme i.s complete and we 
have advised them as to the practical nature of the scheme as put for- 
ward. I do not think, therefore, that it is a practical suggestion to ask 
the Government at the present moment either to o|)en a new sluice-gate 
or to go into the question of any sluice-gate until the question has been 
threshed out. For the.se reasons I am unable to accept the resolutics 
of Bahu Surendra Narayan Sinha. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : 1 rise wiih soma diffidence 
to move tlxia resolution whieii stands in my name. The resoJution runs 
thus ; — 

“ This Council recommemls to the iioxernuient that, in the Budget 
Estimate for the year a sum of Us. o, 00, 000 (hve lakhs) be 

provided for giving medicaJ relief in the rural areas by the establish- 
ment of thana disjiensaries and village dis|)ensanes.” 

This Council jmssed a resolution, moved by my friend, Hai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur, that in every thana a dis|H‘nsary shouhi be 
established. In the July session of the Counc il this year, the (iovern- 
ment wanted a grant of Us. 50,0(M) for o[>ening up thana disjieiisaries 
and another grant of Us. 1.00,000 for o|)ening up village (lisjiensaries. 
The Council readily actoided its consent to the ex|H*ndjtun‘ of the 
amount of Us. 1,50,000. The Government in iLs circular letter to the 
di.stri(!t hoards iiifornied them that Government might grant annually 
Us. ii50 for eaeii village* disja’iisary and Us. 5(f0 for eui'h thana disjien- 
sary. Thus the Government contemplated that the district Isiurds 
should join hands with the (i«»verninent and o|M*n up 400 more village 
disjiensuries and 100 more thana disjieiisaries ; that is to say, the (iov- 
ernmeiit wished that 500 more di.sjx'nsai les should he ojK^ned up in the 
course of the current year thioughout Bengal. There are (>8H thunus 
in Bengal and 700 disiiensanes. The Government thought that some 
500 more dis}K‘nMuries would go .some way to reJieve the distress m the 
mufa.S'Hul. The estiiiiaie was an un<ler-estiriiate no doubt. Moreover, 
the sum which the tioveniment j>ro]>oMed to allot for each (lisj>eiiHury 
was consideretl hy many of the district boards to Ix^ too iiiadeciuaU* lo 
make them acce[>t the offer So, Sir, I sent in a notice for the allots 
ment of Its. 5,00,000 in tlie next v ear’s Budget. I would jKiirit out to 
the House that there are 40 millions of |»eople in the rural urea of 
Bengal. I want a sum of Us. h.OO.tMH) for giving medical relief to 
these 46 millions of jieople — I want Be. I for lOO [»»»oj>Ie. Porbafw I 
am not demanding too much from the Hou.s<*i. It might Ix' urg<*d on 
the part of Government that the financial conditiori of Government is 
not very sound now*. There are large deficits, and tlie Government must 
try to curtail ex|>euditure under various heads. I would like t(» jHiint 
out one thing. If there is illncs.s in your family, would vou go first to 
your banker in order to ascertain what your areounts are, or would you 
forthwith send for a doctor The people of Bengal are djung in large 
numbers — the death-rate is far higher than the birth-rate. In the 
estimate of one of your Assistant Directors of Public. Health, if the 
dhath-rate continues to go on at this rate for another century, there will 
not be a single Bengali living here. Can you contemplate upon this 
picture without a shudder? Now, Sir, a, question may be asked — Is the 
OoTemment responsible for medical relief in the rural areas which the 
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local bodies are to look after? Sir, the other day, only the day before 
yesterday, we heard the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwari say that it is the prime duty of Government to save life where 
life can be saved. It is a clear case. People are dying away. Is the 
Government preiwred to save life or not? It is no question whether 
money is available or not. The i)eoi>le cannot afford to jxiy any new 
taxation now — they are already paying much. Hetigal is jwying more 
than Its. dO crores — that is, nearly Rs. 0 jK^r head, and it is no fault 
of the jwople living in the nmfassal that the |K)wers that were, allowed 
the Meston Cornniittee to snatch away more than Rs. 20J crores and 
give that sum to the (Vntral Government. This financial crisis is not 
the creation of the |>eo|>le» of Bengal, and they slioiiltl not be put to smh 
difficulties liei ause .s<uuelM)dy in jK)wer erred. I do not mean to say that 
this sum of Rs. 5, ()(>,()()() w'ill be (piite ailequate for giving medical 
rejief to the whole of Bengal, but it would go a great way in alleviating 
the distress tliut exists. I do not projK/se that district boards or 1 (K‘u 1 
IxKlies should i>e asktul to sjjeml this sum in a jwrticular w'ay. The 
whole amount may Ih^ distributed and placed in the hands of the district 
iKiards and the> Ik* asked to utilise this amount in estalilishing and main- 
taining diH|K‘nsaries at tho.se ]»luces whn h are urgently in need of them. 

Before 1 comluch*, Sir, 1 woubl |K>int out one thing to the House. 
People are paying taxes at the rate of Hs. ti |H‘r head and I want about 
2 ]M<*s jK‘r head for nn*di<‘al relief. Is the demand too exorbitant? 

With thes(* few- w'ords, I beg to commend niy resolution to the 
iK'ceptaiH’e of the House. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the following by way of 
amendment, that in the rescdution of Babu Tankanath Chaudhun the 
following amendments be made: — 

(i) after tin* woids aiul tigures “ Bs. 5,00,01)1) (five lakhs) ” the 

words “ or any reasonable sum ” be inserted; and 

(ii) the words “and that u suflukient jnirtion of that money be 

allotted to village disjK*usaries ” be added at the end. 

He delivered a sivech in Bengali in siipjKUt of his motion, the 
translation of which is as follow’s: — 

I hail from the mufassal. The fait that village sanitation hOvS 
liecome vtyy bad cannot l)e disputed. The last census report shows 
that in some districts the {KrpuJation has increase<l, whereas in others 
it has materially decrt*ase<l. But since the last census was taken, 
malaria has assumed such a virulent pro|M>rtion, that if it is allowed 
to rage for .some time, the whole country will he made desolate. 

In mv own district of Tipi»era, malaria has extended its tentacles 
in almost cverv hoU‘<e, and .**«> fur ax I can make out, the root-cause of 
this disease is nothing but want of nourishment and medical relief. 
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The other day a grant was mmle for the coal charges of the Civil Sur- 
geon of Barisal, but at the present moment when the life of the nation 
is at stake, Government inform us that they have no money. Sir, there 
ia a Hindu proverb; Shunramadyam khalu dfuinna sadhanam, that is, 
the preservation of health is the culture of religion. If the health of 
the l)eople is neglected or lost sight of, the whole (ountrv will lie 
nothing but a smashan — a ci'emation ground. It will 1h* a niatWr of 
profound regret if the tfovernnient tiike up the preU^xt that tJiey have 
no funds at their disiHisal. Five lakhs of ru|>ees for which tlie mo>er 
of the origiiijijJ resolution has advo<'ate<l i.s, to iiiy mind, liarcJy sufti- 
cient for giving medical relief in the rural areas. (i»)vernment have 
already premised to grant a substantial sum for this pur|*>sc', and 
several representations have Ihvh made from various quarters to Gov- 
ernment for the establishment ol thana ami village dispensaries. If 
the sum which the (iovernment promiseil in the j»ast is not forth- 
coming, nothing reflects more di.scredit than this on tlndr |»nrt. 1 would, 
therefore, ask, with all tlie earnestness I can command, that tin* Govern- 
ment should come forwunl with a lilH‘ral grunt lor the caiisi* of saving 
the lives of the innumerahle [xMir. 

Sir, it apjH'ars to me that the village disiM'n.sanes iommI tin* major 
jKirtion of the grant than tin* thana disjs*ri.sanes. The village ri^mla 
are sometimes iiiijKissalde. and the villag(*rs hav(* to face u lot of dilti- 
culties to get Indd of ine<licaj men irom thamis where tlu'V art* avajiabh*. 
Medieint*. too. is not piot iindde in \illages. 

Dr. dATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 have great pleasure in supiHirt- 
ing the resolution moved b\ Haim Tunkuiiatli Chaudhun. So far as 
1 have been informed, there are alsuit \'M thuiias whnh have got no 
dis{>ensaries now. I'aking the jiopulatioii of H<>ngal at bO.tXM) )>t»r 
thana, the ligiue will U* alsmt a < rort* ft>r this t*ntite area. In other 
W'ords, a crore of jieopie live in Heiigal without any facility ftn getting 
gratuitous medical relief. You can well apjaesuaW the diihculti<>is of 
the people living in these hKidities in getting mednal relief, arni 
unleiis some village disjH'nHanes are creuttMl, it would not U* j>t>sHihle 
for the ]x>or f)eoi>Ie to travel some miles to get medical relief arnl 
medical treatment. 

Considering all these jKiints it s<M*ms that the sum of lU. r),(KbO(K) 
is not enough. In fac t in one of our former sesHions of the (’ouncil we 
unanimously voUhI the sum Hs. 1,50,1)0(1 for creating thana disiiensanes 
but I am grieved to leani from a very reliable authority that the sum 
which was allotled in this way is going U> lapse. I shall lie very glad 
to learn if this information is (mrrect; and, if so, whether any definite 
scheme was prepared by the Government in the Department of Public 
Health, what thanas were selected for receiving the grant, as also what 
rc^plies the Government received from the local bodies either for or 
against the scheiae. It is a known fact that our asapoiation with this 
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Council haH not yet made the lot of the people of Bengal happier. On 
the other hand, taxations have become the order of the day, and the 
time is not far distant, if iny information is correct, that the unfortunate 
jMHiple of Bengal will again be asked to jniy a further big sum in taxa> 
tion. So, it is only fair and just that the i)eople who have been 
repeatedly taxed in various ways should at least have something to be 
gniteful tor to the (loverniuent, and the (joveriiment can also show 
their solicitude for the suffering i)oor w'ho live in the mufassal and so 
earn Ihe giatitude of the lK‘ople by giving effect U) this very eminently 
(lesi ruble resolution. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): I ( an assure the members 
of the House that the Local S(4f-(iovenimeut Dejwrt merit welcomes 
their co-oiHMation in sup|«»rting the s(1i(‘im(*s willi which we are con- 
cerned. I may assure them that the j>roj(Ht. which Babu Tunkanath 
(Miaudhuirs lesolution intends to lauucli, i<s one wliie.h has jvceived 
the inost careful consideration of the Iloiriih^ Minister. I am com- 
ini.ssioiieil, on his behalf, to stab* that there is no schenn* the al>andon- 
nuMit of which, owing to the financial ixisition or the jiartial 
aharidoniiieiit of which, he regards with gr(*alei disapixiintment^ — and I 
may say even with dismay, than the s< heim* wliuh is now^ Ix^iiig 
discussed. It will be* rernenib(‘red by tin* nienilKUs of this ('ouikuI that 
llai .logendra Chunder (ihosc Bahadur some turn* ago ]>ioiK)sed that a 
system of medical relief should be instituted by tin* (‘stablishment of a 
disjHMisnry in at l(*a>t each thaiia. (lovt^rnmcnt took up the idea and 
w’e gruft(Ml on to it certain ideas which Mr. Birl(‘y liad sugg(‘st€d and 
the result wais — what 1 ina\ churn to he — a well thought-out scheme 
which farm* hefoi<* this (’ouncil in .Iul\ la^l. Wc proixised that the 
sum of Its. n lakhs simuld U* devoted annuaJl\ towards the exUmsion 
of n»«‘di(‘al I'elief in the niYal areas. Wt* asked this ('ouncil to commit 
itself to this provision for thrre years, so far as it is able morally to 
bind its successors, in the idt*u that it was unfair to ask local lx>die« 
to undeilake schemes with recurring ex|K‘tiditure in which we were 
tiri'i^ansl to assist mei'ely for one >(*ar and the Legislative (’ouncil — 
as has Ix'en reiH'atedl\ stat<'d — ac(‘t*ij)ted the scheiirc*; and we were given 
Its. IJ kikhs on the understanding that the provision would be renewed 
in the next two suceetnling budget.s. The Hnuncial ixisition has changed 
siiu'e then and we are in the very ditricull position of having to curtail 
our programme. It has Ikxui asked by l>r. Moitra whether this 
lX*j»artment has taken any ste|»s to foniiulate a scheme and to select 
tbnnas for the location of these disjx'n.saries. I would like to reply to 
that bv sa>ing that we formulated a most exact and carefully thougfit- 
oui scheme, which we st*nt to tlie district Iwards for their approval, 
we informed them that if they wen* piefwed to establish new dispen- 
saries in thanas, we would give them a recurring subsidy ol R«. 500 
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§OT e(Msk »uch dispensary and a sum of Rs. 250 for ea<'h villa^rt' dispen- 
sary. The result was to a certain extent disap])oiuting — I say so in no 
eensorious spirit, because one realiees that the district Inmnls, with 
their attenuated resources, shrink fnun placing any new liurdens on 
their revenues. Nevertheless, certain of the district lH)ur<ls, ajiiong 
which I might particularly refer to is th«' mover’s ow’ii district of 
Dinajtmr, took up the projKisul witli sonie enthusiasm and submitted 
a carefully designed pro|¥)sal to (lovernment to enable them to (lualtfy 
for the subsidy which we promiNcd. Dr. Moitra has stat^^il that he 
understands that evtui this sum of Hs. U lakhs which had Ihhui 
provided in the supplementary estimates is alMUit to la|»se. This n([M*ds 
some explanation. It is true that w«* are re<piired by tlie Kiuance lK*}>nrt- 
ment to .surrender the greater jioilion of that sum. The view takmi by 
the Finance IVixutmenI in vi«‘w of the finamial |H»ition — in n-gaid to 
the supplementary (‘stimat(*s~ is that where t}ov»‘rnment is definitely 
pledged to any (‘xjHMiditun* oi when* it is obligatory, the mone\ has 
somehow to be found in older to can\ thioiigh the s( lieme i oncerned. 
To a certain extent that applied to the pres«*nt seheme We have 
reeeiNed c(‘rtain pro|H*sals from district boards, and one liistmt boaial 
has, actually in aiitK ipat ion of samtion. pr<MM‘eded to const nn ( at least 
one dis]>t‘nsary on the understainling that it will receivt‘ tin* subsidy 
from (Tovernment Wt* [»ro|»ose Ui liommr the pnmiise we miMle in suidi 
cases and wheie definite s< hemes have already been submitted b\ f>tber 
boards, I hojie the Finame Dejutrtment will lx* able to agree ti> the 
reservation of a eerlain amount from this sum of Hs. H lakhs in order 
to enable us to dist liaige tin* t)romise the fulfilment of which ha.H Imhui 
claimed by these district iMiards. and the proMsion that is re<piired for 
seheme.s of tins kiml will Is* natuially continued for the next two years. 
Beyond that 1 am not authorised to eornmii (iov»*rnmerit ; we have had, 
unfortunately, to st rap a great inanv sr }n‘iin*s which we had fruiniibifetl 
with some eonfidenee, hut aftt‘r all it is jm{M)Ssib)e to extract the money 
from the coffers of (loverniiient when they are hetvunirig h(» |Muilousiy 
empty. If that is so, in regartl to tlie Ks. lA lakhs which has alreatly 
l)een discussed in July last, I will ask this (’ouncil consider how' it is 
pcwsihle for (lovt'mment to undertake to provide an a/lditiomil 
Rs. 5,00,0(K) in the Budget of the next few years. We liavt^ not the 
money to make so large a provision and it will la* UH<*leHs for me bj 
agree to this re.solution even in a somewhat nnslified form. 

The Shall Sahih has suggested that the main r«‘Hohition should be 
ttmended by addition of the words “ any reasoiiaWe figure ** ami it 
might be suggested that (lovernment might awept so innfiouotis a 
proposal as that, since it leaves Government Bbsolub‘ly a free hand. 

I prould prefer not even to go that far. sime in accepting such a 
proposal, we would have the knowledge (hat we shall not he able to 
provide more than a verx- comfinrativelv ,paltr>' sum — I think pThafm 
Bi. 15,000 ill the Budg^’t for the coming year, for carrying through the 
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scheme. A« I have Haid, we regard the abandoument of this propofud 
with diHiYiay ; and I think Babu Tankunath Ohaudhuri, with whom I 
have frequently diwunHe^i this proposal, will admit that Goverament 
fully re(5ogniH<^ the need for inedieal relief in rural tireas. ♦ As I said, 
we took up this scheme with enthusiasm when the idea wius iianded to 
UH by Uai Jogiuidiu Chnnder (those Bahadur; and we have since worked 
it out in c(>nsid(‘rable detail. We recognise tliat medical research every 
day o]»<‘ns up a tiew vista of usefulness to the doctor; but, unfortunately, 
we aiv not able to a{t}dy these scientifii' discoveries as yet to mitigate 
the uiqialhng suffering which still prevails in the mufassal. I can 
assure tin* mover that Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea has the fullest sym- 
jHithy with this profK>sal and as soon jis this Government* is provide<l 
with inor<‘ funds — ami we all hojs* thi* lb‘trenchnient (‘ommittee will 
helj) in this — I can assure him that the I^<Mal Self-Government Dtqiart- 
iiient will pla(‘e this pnijiosiil in the forefront of their programme; and 
1 trust that with this assurance he may Ik* prejaircsl to withilraw his 
resolution. 

Maul¥i SHAH ABDUR RAUF: After what has Wn said by 
Mr. G<M)de, Siu^retary in the Bocal Self.Gov(*rnment lh‘partment, with 
regard to this re.solution, 1 have practicalh sisNiking no mind to s|H*ak as 
Government admit the utility and (he necesMiy of lh(‘ establishment of 
thana disjHmsari<*s. It is a known fact to eveiyhods m this ('ouneil, 
who has any ex|)<*rienee of the mufassal that dis|H*nsaries are of the ut- 
most imisirtanee for the vilagers. So I do not lik(‘ to dilate on the |K)int 
us to the necessity for disp<uisane.s. I nndmstand that (lovernment aro 
not pn’.fiared to accept this re,s<dution on llu‘ ground that it lias not got 
sufficient money to mei^t the demand. Still I suhmit that the mM-essity 
is veiy great and anyhow provision ought to he made in the Budget 
for tlie estahlishment of tham^ <lispeiisaries. With tliese few w'ords 
1 HUpiHiri the resolution of Balm Tankaiiath Ghaudhuri. 

Khifi BahMiur Maiilvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: In (ase of some of 
the district hoards the |><>sition i.s this. As mv friend, Babu Tanknnath 
(’haudhuri, has said, a l ireular letter was issued, asking whether district 
hiKirds are willing to have disjHMisuries in thana areas. As far as I 
know, some bf, the district IxmiihIs. in anti('i|Kttion of some grant from 
Government, have taken up the <|uestion of c(»nstnieting disf>ensarieB, 
as they were (piite sure that they would receive (ertain grants frtmi 
Government. If, how’ever, at this stage they are deprived of this grant 
they will indi^ he in a sorry jdight. So far as my district board of 
Hajshahi is eoncenied. some time ago in the year 1918 if [ I'emember 
aright — w'*' drew up a programme of opening di.sjieTisanes within a 
radius of five miles each and we have bfnm following up the programme. 
On this basis, about KK) disiiensaries were necessarv* and we have ptar- 
tically opened 40 and 60 still remain to be opened. At this tim© tka 
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circular letter from Government wa» received. We have made 
yiaicm for the ojiening of JO mort^ in the next year expect- 

ing that half the halaiue ^lil come from Government and the other 
.half would be borne by the dintrit t Imard. This in a mo«t imiH>rtant 
n€^ of the district. My friend, the mover, lias drawn out u picture of 
the apimllinj,^ death-rate. 1 know that there are several pwjtfH'ts oi 
the Hcaltli l)ei»artment which foi want of funds caiimd Ih» taken up. 
There is alsr> the pioldem of o|H*ninjf out silttsl canals, and the cuttiuR 
of jungles which for want of financial aid we cannot take up. In this 
matter of disiHMisaries some of the district Inmnls have b<H*n looking 
forward to Uie Government gnint ami if tlmy are now told that there 
will be no giant whats<H‘ver it w ill indeed Iw^ a sure di.sapjiointment for 
them and I do not know what the> will do. In this eonneetion, I may, 
with your iH-nnission, tell a storv. We have lavn intrcxliuing the 
im|K)vsition of an anna rate for one Isdtle of medicine, Ix'c'ansi^* we have 
found that the cxiienditure on imMlieine is going mucli higher on aceount 
of rise in prices. In (ertain (as(*.s when^ there art‘ no disjsMisaries, 
Iieople have vcluntariK (sune f<u\vard to pa> the rale, provided a dis- 
IHUisarv i.s 4*st aidislieil . sasiiig that (he\ have been paying (In* cess for 
the last oO \(‘a!s .still tin*\ ha\<‘ iu)1 **(‘cn a single djictor. (lleai, hear.^ 

T know’ that our Heii'lih* I lie Minister has eVfO'v sMiijnilhv W’ith us. T 
w’ould ask tliat some <*.\{)endi(urc of the Health Ih'inirtment in other 
diiections might In* cui laihsl. \\ e do not w'ant s<> many Assistant Direc- 
tors gdiiig about (ln‘ coimti v and telling ]HM>plc* u1hm{( <daborate schemes. 
What is tin' g(»od of all that if you cannot give us money V I should 
ask Governnu'iit to cuitail <‘\|H*ndit ure somewhere in order to give us 
some moiu'V for saving tin* }M*o[)le from sheer death. 

Rli JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BlhsdiH^S 1 know that 
Mr. Gmxle and His Kxiellency’s Government are ileeply interesUMl in tiiis 
question, and— [A vok k : What alMiut the Minister? J —they will do 
all that lievs in their power to help the |HK>r iK*o]de of llengal. But 1 
must say heie that the gnuit of Its. JfiO for a village disiiensary and 
Rs. 500 for a thana disiK*nsary to the district hoards is grossly inade- 
quate. I am sure Mr. Gfwxle will <lo his Ix^gt to increase this amount; 
but to say now that the sum of U**. K'lP.OTM) was not sjient hy the 
demand of the distri« t boards, Is'cause they did not agrw to the pro- 
posals is, I think, very unreasimable. The de|Kirtment may think it 
to be a reasonable grant, ]»nt the dintric-t Isiards in their jioverty refused 
il, not all, but some of them, and therefore, the money has not lieeii 
spent. That being so, I do hojie that the dejsirtment may increase the 
grant and spend the whole amount of Its. 1.50,000. Mr, Gmsle has 
told us that he will jdace the pnij>osal of Rs, 50, (Ml, (KM) in the very fore- 
fmnt of the programmes for the next year. Tf he had said only that 
mncli, r would have recj nested Rabu Tankanath Chaudhun to withdraw 
Ilia p>K^K>sa]; but in the same lireatb he said: ** I cannot give yrm more 
tban Ra. 15,000 for the next Budget.** That is a position which, I 
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hope, thiii (’ouTK’il will wot accept and 1 am sure Mr. Goode himself is 
very soiry that he has to make that ^4t^lteme!It, but I do hoj)e that he 
will not stick to it and he will do hi.s very best to give Rs. 1,50,000 for 
thre<? years which he promistMl and which we jXiSHed. If he says that 
much, I will make every attempt to imluce Rabu Tankanath Chaudhuri 
to withdraw his proposal. 

BabU TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Goode has urged upon the 
(\»un< il the iMMessity of curtailment in the expenditure of the several 
de|«iitmentH of the (iovernment. If the pruning knife is to be applied, 
it is certainly not to be upplieil in ilie cast* where jieople are dying. 
This pruning knife would only help the jieojile of Bengal to die rather 
faster. Mr. (bsKle has said that many of the district boards have not 
come forward to acce]>t the<»fl‘erso kindly made by him some time back. 
As 1 said lH*fore, the offer was rather too inade(|uate. The district 
lioards have been doing all that lh«*v <*an do and in order to accept the 
offer made }>y the (Jovernm(*nt the distric t Ivoards would have bad to 
curtail expenditure on other <lepartiiu*nts whicli th(‘v (ould not afford 
to do. 'riiat is the reason why most of the distiict boards did not come 
forward and accept the offer made to them. It is in tlie fitness of things 
that Mr. (bsule should he comniissionod h\ tlu^ Hon’hle the Minister 
to say that In* hud every sympathy for this r(‘s()lnt ion. 1 have one appeal 
to tuake to tlu' seven llon’hle the Memhejs and Ministeis of the Council. 
If th<*v act in liarmony they would b(" able to find out mon(‘y in order 
to diive aw’ay~~at least in order to mitigate tlu^ sufferings of the 
jH'ople. Tf (Iovernment lmv<‘ t<» deiHUid upon the revenues derived from 
the js'ople tlu*n* must be |M‘ople living in the countrv l>efore the Minis- 
ter for Agriculture cun advi.se |H‘npb* on the m<‘th(al (d cultivating the 
soil, Indore tin* Ministcu- for Kdiication can find j)e(>ple for educating, 
before th(» Miriistiu- for TNiblic Health can find |Hs>]>le for ministering 
to their health, Indore the Reveiiue Member (an find people from whom 
to colle<‘t his revenues, Indore the Judi( ial Mcmlnu' can find people to 
try them, and Indore the Memln»r in charge <d Jails can find i>eople 
for sending them to jail, and Indore the Finifnce Mernln'r can find monev 
to make both ends ni(»et The ]u’inie dutv (d (Tovernment is to see that 
IXMiple should ln‘ living in the country. I apinail to the ITon’ble th«^ 
MemlxTs uiid Mini.sters in order thev might all join hands to find out 
this paltry sunl of Rs. 5,00,000, wbiidi would be onlv eight annas or 
•5 ivr cent, (d the total imauiie of the G(»vernment of Bengal, to relieve 
the distress of the |n*(>ple. If the TTous4» thinks — and T hope the House 
has a right to think — that thev would try their Wst to join hands in 
finding out this sum, T fe<d it would l>e wd.se on my part to withdraw 
the resolutoion for the present. 

The motion was, by leax’e of the Council, withdrawn. * 

After the Hon’hle the President’s announcement, Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur ohjecte<l to the resolution being withdrawn. 
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, Mr* PRESIDENT: 1 aiu afraid Uui Haliadur cannot olijoct now. 
I aiiked distinctly whether any meiiiU^r had objection to leave btMng 
given to Babn Tankanuth Chaudhuri to withdraw the re.solutiou. No 
one raised any objection and the matter cannot iu>w U* it*opened. 

SHAH SYEO EMDAOUL HAQ delivered his spt^tHih in Bengali, 
the translation of which is as follows: — 

Although the mover of resolution No. ‘..Mi has withdrawn his leso- 
lutioii, I am not going to do so. The sum of Hs. lo.tKM) is nothing to 
the mighty Government. I am, however, willing to abide by the w ishes 
of the Goveniment if a “ rea‘^»>nable .sum ” is alhitted for this put|H»s<‘. 

I agree to mhat the S«^cretary has verbally inh>nned me. 

Mr. St Wt GOODE: If the Shah Sahih would he willing to leave 
out the words “ five lakhs or any reasonable sum in his amendment 
and say “such maximum amount as (io\ernment might Iw* 'able to 
provide for tins pur|)o.se, ” we would accept it 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Can Mr. Goodo give us any 
undertaking? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I am afraid, Sir. it is impossible to give any 
undertaking to the incinbers of this House. As J hu%e stated several 
times befon‘, there is no scheme on whn h we set giaailer stole than this, 
and it is a very great disappointment that we ha\e la^en ♦■ompcdleil t4> 
curtail it; but Governmenl is <»ne and it is usele.Ms for tlie i>oeal Self- 
Government Department to attempt to adojit adift’erent attitmb' from that 
which I am suu^ the I'lnaTMc DepaiMinent must adojit at a later stagi*. 

If the mover of the amendmcuit is prepanal to leave it to this ilepartment 
to do its best to obtain sneh sum as the Finanee Ih’partnient will [HUinit, 
W'e might accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do T understand Mr. Goode to say “ such maxi- 
mum *amount a.s the Government might he able to allot for the pur^Miw*” ? 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: The amendment says “ any 
reasonable sum.” What differem e does it make to what Mr. Goode 
wants U8 to accept ? 

Mf. S. W. GOODE: The wrird “ reascuiable ” as intf»rpretfMl by the 
mover i« probably different from the meaning the hinam^^ Depiirtment 
would put upon it. I would desire Ut .safeguard mywdf. I want to l»e 
koneat with the Housfv 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The *re is something more clefinit4*» alniut 
Mr. Goode’s form of words than that proj>o#»e<I, which might f>e subject of 
very considerable controversy as to what was ** reasonable.” 

The following amembv) resolution was then put and agreed to:-~ 
Thin Council recommends to the Government tliat in the Budget 
Eitiihate for the year 192*T-24 «uch maxithum eum aa the Government 
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might \m able to allot be providtHi for giving medical relief in the rw^ 
areafl by the eHtaWishment of thana dinpensaries and village digpeneanea 
and that a siiftirient i)orti(>n of that money be allotted to village dispeo- 
garieg." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A» the next four reaolutiong are cloaely oan- 
ne<*ted, I <*all on Babu Hem (’handa Bhattacbarji to move the first ooe 
standing in his name. 


Withdrawal of resofutions. 

The following re«olutioriH were, by leave of the (Vmncil, Withdrawn : — 

Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: Thin Council reoom- 
mendg to the (iovernmeni — 

(1) that the pay and proHjiects of the tvijints and copyirtts attached 
to the (dvil, (Timinal and revenue courts in Bengal bo fixed 
a<‘cording to tlie Hcales given Indow' : — 

(a) in tl»e ease of typisU beginniiig with the minimum of 
Hn. t)5 and rising }>v annual int reineiiis of Its. 3 
to Us. \2(} in 20 years with an eiticieney bar at 
Us. Of) and a wdeetion grade of 5 per cent, of the 
l adre at Us. IhO; 

(h) in the <a.se of copyists heginning with a minimum of 
Us. 40 and rising by an annual imTemeiit of Us. 2 
t(» Us. 80 in 20 years with an elhciency bar at Us. GO 
and a selei tioii grade of 5 per cent, of the cadre at 
Us. 1(K); 


or 

(2) that the services of tlu' typists and copyisU attac heil to the civil, 
criminal and revenue courts in Bengal be abwirbed in the 
ministerial establishment and their pay and prospects be fixed 
accordingly.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: llii.s Council recommends to the 
(Government Uiift the pay and pnisjiects of the typists and copyista 
attached to the civil, criminal and revenue courts in Bengal be fixed 
necording to the scales given below: — 

{a) in the case of typists beginning with a minimum of Rs. 66 
and rising by an annual increment of Rs. 3 to Rs. 126 in 20 
years with an efficiency bar at Rs. 96, and a selection gmdn 
of 5 f>«r cent, of the cedre nt Rs. 160; and 
(b) in the case of copyistn beginning with a minimum of Rs. 40 
and rising by an annual increment of R«. 2 to Ra. 80 hi INI 
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yeara with an efficiency bar at Ua. 60 and a aolection ffrade 
of 6 per cent, of the (‘adre at Rh. 100/’ 

The following resolution standing in the name of Munahi Jufar 
Ahmed was, in the absence of the meinW, deeiiUMl to be withdrawn: — 
“ The Council recommends to the (lovernment that the servii^es 
of the typists and copyists attached to the civil, criminal and revenue 
courts in Bengal l»e absorl)ed in the ministerial estahlishmenl and their 
pay and prospects fixed accordingly.” 


Typirts and oopyists of civil» criminal and ravanuo oourta. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recommends 
to the Government that some sort of imnuniiate relief or allowame lie 
given to the copyists and typists of the civil, criminal otid n^veinie 
COiirts of Bengal till their (ase is finally <Iecide«l with rt*fert*nce to the 
re.s<dution carried in this Council regarding them. 

He sjioke in Bengali in supiwirt of his motion. The translation of his 
speech is as follows : — 

A resolution was moved in this behalf on the JHst August, 19‘^1, 
by Khan Bahiulur Mauhi Wasimuddin Ahmed, and not less than 10 
members of this House spoke on that oc<asion. The sjieia hes have 
l>eeii printed in Volume IV of the Bengal li«*gislativi‘ Council Proceed- 
ings. It is tlierefore unnecessary f<»r me t-o go over the same ground 
again. 

At the present moment the ministerial officejs enjoy a cert44in 
amount of privileges, c.//., fixed salaries, leave, pension, etc. The high 
cost of living has increased their pay, ami they liave, therefore, given 
a Iwnedictioii to the (lovernment, as in duty ImjuiuI. The poor tv]>ists, 
on the other hand, who have no ma hap and who have to work e<jually 
hard, have not Won conceded any of the eoncossions Iho ministerial 
offioent are now entitled to. With changed circumMtanc«>kH (wmscM^uent 
on the Great European War, it is well nigh imjaissihle for them to 
eke out a de<ent source of suhsisteme unless and until the Government 
lend a helping haml to them. I have asktHl (piestionH in this (’ouncil 
in this regard on many (K'casions, and fn>m the replies I have rtH'oived 
it is seemingly appanuit that the Goveniraent look upui the typists 
with a kindly eye. I boj)o the Government will not )>ooh-pf>oh my 
proposals this time. I do not think that the Hoii’ble the Member in 
charge will say that the purse of the Government is very tight now, 
tad having regard to their financial situation, it is not i>ossible for 
them to do anything for the typists. Be that as it may, as a faith- 
ful servant of my country, I think it is my duty to fight for the typists 
and whether anything is feasible to do in this direction is a matter 
entirely within the discretion of the HoiTble the Member. If nothing 
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retnairiH to t>e done, there in no other alternative left for me but to 
re<*4iil to memory the having <d the Peraian poet — 

(rufta gufta vian shudn hisyargoo 
Az ihurna vk tan nashad tsrar goo^ 

which mcanh — I have IxH'ome hick of s|H*aking, but all of you have 
turned a deaf ear/’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 th ink that it will 1 k‘ for the convenience of the 
Houhc if the further conhiderution of this queetion stands over till 
to-morrow. . • 

Adjournment. 

The (?oun< il was then adjourned till d i\M, on Thursday, the 
2drd November, 1922, at the Town Hall, (Calcutta. 
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Prootwiingt of tti« Bengal Legislative Counoil asseiMbled under the 
proviaionB of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council mot in the Coum il ('humlw in tho Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thurwlay, the l3‘li<l November, l!t*J*J, at H r.M. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the ProMident in the ('hair, the f<nir Hon’ble Meml>ors 
of the Executive Council, two Hon'bh' MiniHterH (the lloii’ble the 
Nawah SaKid Nuwal) Ali Chaudhun, Khan Hahadur, Udn^^ abst*nt) and 
94 nominated and ele<‘ted mombt^rs. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

North Bengal flood. 

*XXXIX. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (o) Will the llon'ble the 
Memln'r in ( har^e (d the Depuitnient of UeviMuie (Land Keveiiuc) Iwp 
jilea.sed to state wln'thtT in tiie li^ht of Mibsiaiuent cxjH'nciMe it I’-t in 
the contemplation of the ( i<>v eminent to mo<lify in anv e‘'sential parti- 
culars the cavnnunupti- issued b\ the (fo\einmt*nt on the IMh Of tolxT 
last in resjieet of the HoisK that took pla<'«‘ in tin' di''tints of Hajshnhi, 
Boj^ra and Pabna in Septeniln'r last? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble tin* .Memlier be ph'ased to la\ on the table 
a statement showin^s^ — 

(i) the areas affected by the AimmI in Hajshahi. Bo^ra ainl Pnbna; 

(ii) the |)opulatioii within the afon*said areas; 

(tfi) the numf>er of huts daimifferl or destroyeil within the afonwiid 
areas ; 

(iv) the head of ('uttle which jM^risheil in the aforesaid areas; and 
(r) the (|uanti(y ef cn>i>s which were destroyed witliin the afore- 
said areas ? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the MemlK*r 1 k» also iJeasi'd to lay on the table 
a atatemeiit showiiifr the value of — 

(») the crops; 

(it) the number of cattle; 

(lit) the number of huts; and 

(ir) the stores of grain and other things destroyed or damaged by 
the recent flood in each of the d«stncts of Rajshahi, Bogra 
and Pabna? 
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(d) Will thf TTon’hlo tbe M(^mber lr>e pleased to state whether there 
were any deaths due U> the fi(KKl in those districts? If so, what is 
their nuinW? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble the Meml)er l)e pleased to state — 

(i) W'hetlier tlie water has (*om[)lett*ly sulwided from the. flooded 

areas ; 

(ii) how iiiafi> (lays did it take the water to sulwide; and 

(»n) ih(* n‘as()iiK for the slow subsidence f>f the water? 

(/) Will tlic lloii’ble the Member be pleas(‘d to state whether there 
are any iecj>rds f»f HocmIh iti those distri<*tH j)re\ious to 1918 

(//) If tlie answer to (/) is in the attirmutive, will the Hon’ble the 
Mem 1 mm* Im* jil<*a.Hed to stjile in ies]ie<’t of smdi floods — 

(0 how many days the water took to sul>side; and 
(ii) the exliMit of the damajf^e causesl thereby? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharaiadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 

(n) The memluM' is refericd to the communupiv (d tlie 9th Nov- 
ember, 19‘J‘J, whi(h siijipbuiKMited the r(fm of the 11th (tctolier 
last and contained the latest information about the extent of damaj^e 
(lone and the reli<‘f measures adopted. 

(h) (i) 'Phe ar(*as aff(M*t(‘d were — 

Hajsliahi - 1 ,U()I) sijuan* miles, 
llo^ra- dOo ,s<juar(‘ mibvs. 

1‘abna — ‘JOO s(|uare miles. 

(ii) Population affected was — 

Itajshahi — 741 ,4d7. 

Uo^ru — ‘-J49,r)tH). 
raima- -70,(U)0. 

(fit) The numlHM of houses or huts de.st roved was — 

Kajshahi— 79,440. 

Hoj^ra — 

I’abna — 700. 

(iv) and (r) The meinW is referred to the communique of the 9th 
November, 192'-?. 

{(') The information is not available. 

(d) The ineml^er is referred to the communuftU of the 9th Norem* 
her, 1922. 

(e) (i) Yes. 
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(u) It took 4 to 16 d«,vs in lUjuJiahi. 7 to 15 days in Boprn and 
18 days in Pabna to Hu)>sido ronipletely. 

(til) The slow subsidence is mainly due to (H the jrreat mass of 
water involved, (2) hi^rh water-level of the Hrahniupiitra and Padma, 
and (8) the natural jjentle sIojk* of the country. The railway t^nibank- 
ments and district boiird roads nii^^ht aUo lunc iihstructt'd to some 
extent the more rapid dmina^e of the water, but that is a niatti'r tdi 
investigated by the t’oinmittec* of Kx|M*rts to Is* apjK>iiited. 

(/) Prior to 1918 severe flootls also occurred in tin* following yi*ajs: — 
(/) llajsliahi district: Years of (wcurrence- - ls;tS , 1S(I5; IS71. 

(2) Il#gra district: Y’ears of o<‘currem‘e- iHtM ; IHSti. 

(/;) (0 and (r/) for sncli information a^ is immediately available the 
memlKm is referred to the Distrn t (Jazettccrs. 


Co-operative Societies for Jute-growers. 

•XL. Mr, S. M. BOSE: (//) Has the attention of tin* Ibui’hh* the 
Minister in charge of tin* I)e{»sif tmeiit of Agrii'ulture and Imliistries been 
drawn to tln^ great in*ces,sit\ of ( ’o-<»|M‘rati ve So( leties tor jut»*-grown*rH y 

{h) Will the lion bh* (In* Minist4*r he pleased t 4 i s(at 4 * whether any 
scheme is lieing piepaied for sin h ( '(*-o|»‘rati\(' Societnw. and, if so, on 
W'hat Iin<‘.s is it In'ing framed y 

(r) Are tin* (^o^erflment considering the desirability of formulating 
a schemo to start two or lhn*e sm li ('o-o|HTativc .Sim letups in Hast 
Hengal. hv way of e.\]H‘i iinent , the (toviMnnieiit guarantet'ing for a 
limited time to make giMsI an\ loss to such organizations *■' 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): mi it p,, sumeil 

that (.Vo|H*rutiv4‘ SiH-ieties of jute-growers for tin* sale of their jute 
are contemplated, (fovernmeiit are aware of the advantages which 
might l>e exiK*cted from the micr essful working of su< h < <M>jierative 
Hocietiee. 

(h) No practicable schenu* has yet !M*en formulated owing lo the 
«pe<mlative element in the jute industry and the jiresent unsf.fljed condi- 
tion of the jute market. (Vrtarn exfXTiments have already Ismti made, 
but the results of these e\j»»*rinients have not. Is'en verv encouraging. 

(r) The principle of (Tovernment guarantee against loss in the case 
of exjieriraental wn ieties has already been ar ce]>ted and acbnl ui»on, Imt 
the i>nnciple ha^ not been extended to the lawi* of co-operative jute sale 
Hocieties, a« owing t<i the difficulties mentioned in the rejdy fo (h ) above, 
ine Co-operative Department has not Wen able io formulate any definite 
fichemea. The present financial stringency is sucJi that Government 
ouanot consider the grant of a guarantee to jute «ale fw)cietk*s now. 
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•XLI. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon We 

thf^ Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 

he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the ex|H‘nditure incurred on the Department of Agriculture, 
year by year, during the last 5 years; 

(ti) tin* number of officers employed in the Imperial, and in the 
IVovincfal Agrieultural Servicts^; 

(?//,) the amount drawn during the last five years by each of these 
two classes of officers ;w (;) pay, (n) travelling allowance, 
(///) balling allowance, and (/r) otlier allowances, if any; 
and 

(ir) the research work done by tlie oflicers of the Imperitil and 
I'roviricial Service's ‘f 

(l>) Will (hi- Ilon’lih- the Ministi-r Ih- jili-nsi-il t„ maki- a .statement 
•hiiwiiiK till- ways in wliiih (he oHiii-rs of AjrnculturaJ Di-piirtnn-nt 
have advaiMi-il llii- cause of Agrii iiltuie in (he piovince Mince the 
estuldishrnent of this de|)ai’tment 

Mr. J, T. DONOVAN: (a) (,) and (n) A htatciiicnt i.s laid on the 
table. 

(/It) Tile infoniiation in (he form asked for is not on record, and 
the collection of it, would, in the o|iinioii of (lovcrnmcnt, involve time 
and lahoiir out of all firojsirtion to its \nluc when obtained. 

(irf and (/,) 'I'lic iiiciiilH-r is refened to the Annual Keiairts of the 
Afrriiiiltural l)e|mrtiiieiit and the reiKirts of the Extu-rt Officers. 


SUUewnil n/rrri;! to to the rvfly to store, ;! question So. XU (a) (t) 
an,l („) shoo-xn,, (0 the ,x,,e,„hture mrurred on the Department of 
Al/rieutture, i/eor hp i/iur, ilurinii the lost fire years; and (ii) the 
number of officers employed m the Imperial and in the Prorinctal 
Aifncultural Srrrtvrs. 


{i) VMl'lii 


Us 

G, 17, 370 
7.G2.(n)9 
8,30.159 
9,08,809 
9,89.938 


(fi) Imi^erial Agriculturul .Servit'e 
holding (he Imjierial Ser\*ice 
Provincial Agricultural Service 


(including the officers 
ix>8ts temirorarily) ... 10 

... 18 
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*XUU Mr, TARIT RHUSAN ROY: (a) Will the Hon the 

Member in charg-e of the Jb»i>iirtment of (^miinerce be |>li»aw*(l to utate 
whether a Smoke-Nuisaiiees JV|iartnient is lieing maintaitu*(i in CaieuttaP 

(6) If so, what is the exact nature of its use to the public!^ 

(c) What is the cost, capital, recurring or lioth, incurreil by 
Government in maintaining that dejiai tment y 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’bia 
Mr. 4 . Donald): {n) Yes 

(h) Th^ (leiKirtin<*nt exists to safeguard public health and t»> protect 
the public against loss to jirojHuty and discomfort caused by the emis- 
sion of smoke fioin funnues and Hrepbu(‘s, iu the areas to which the 
Act has lK*en extended, 

(r) The attention of the ineinlKT is united to the Ih'tailed Ai'count 
No. dT-l). — Miscellaneous Budget for 

Sheds at Kankiriara for politioal prisoners. 

•XLIII. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Meuibt*r in charge of the De^ntitimuit of Hevenue (Jails) Ik" plinisiMl to 
state — 

{t) whether the construction of sheds at Kaiikinaiu for jsilitieal 
[trisoners lias Is'en eoiiiplelerl, and, if so, at what i owt ; and 

(it) whether any such prisoners have been placed in such sheds, 
and, if so, how irmn> 'f 

(h) Is it necessary to keep and maiiilaiii sur h hIunJs for such 
purjK>se ail} longer!" 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE |JAILS| 
(the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : {(i) (r) and (»/) The ineiiilH»r is 
referred to the s|SH*(di of the llon’hle the MeinlsT in charge of Jails 
in this ('ouneil on the 'list August, in r-onneelinn with the deiimrtd 

for a grant of Ks. 4{bbf)B for the KanehrajKira jail. 

(6) The (juestion of their disposal is under considenilioii. 


UneUrred Questiom 

(answers to which were laid on tho tabla)* 

Inoreaaa of oow*s milk. 

iS. Bdbu AMULYA DHONE AOOY: (a) Will the Horrble the 
Miniater in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries lx* 
pleased to state what 8te|is have been taken during the last ofBcial year 
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by the Oovernment of Bengal for the provision of pasture grounds, stud- 
bulls ff>r }»r(MHUng puriKwes, eHtablishmeiit of veterinary charitable dis- 
pensaries with a view to increasing the supply of pure cow’g milk, and 
develo])inent of agriculture in Bengal? 

(h) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of ascertain- 
ing what the Government of the other provinces have done in this 
niatU^r and of laying a statement containing the information on the 
table? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) As regards pfisture grounds the member 
is refernsl t() tlu* H|H‘erh of the Ilon’lde the Minister on the resolution 
on ( altle-brceding moved b\ Mi. Piasanna Deb llaikat at ^le (V)uncil 
miM'ting of nth S(‘j»tcmlM‘r, ll?^!. 

Ah regards stud-bulls the member is refemMl to the reply to ques- 
tion No. 97 (d) asked b\ Maulvi I’azlal Karim at the m(H‘ting of the 
(V)uncil held on tlu' bth July, 19‘2‘J. 

With regard to veterinary disisMisaries, two new dispensari(‘s~-f>ne 
at Mi(]na|)or(‘ and llic other at Kalimpong - wimc o|HMied during tlie 
last year. As explaiiuMl in the reply i(» ((Ut^^tion No. 4 (c) iin) asked 
by the m(unlH*r at the ('oiineil me<*ting Tth F«‘bniarv. 1921. these 
dis|H*nsaries are not altog‘etlu‘r ihaiilable institutions as fees arc levied 
according to a presi’rilMsl scale <‘\<a*pt wlu*r(‘ htnid fidr <“ull i vat^u's and 
otlu*rs, whose income is below lls. bO a month, are (‘onceriuMl. 

(h) No. 


Sale of Civil Court buildinge at Madaripur. 

89. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: {n) Will the Hon'ble the Minis- 
ter in eharg-(* «>f the Ihqmrtment of I’liblo- Works Ik* pleased to state 
wlwther the (’ivil (’ourt buildings at Ma<laripur have l)een sold? 

{/;) If so. will the llon’bfe the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
tabli' a statement showing - 

{i) the names of the biilders; , 

{ii) the name of the officer who condin ted the sale; 

(in) the name of the jHUson or jK^rsons who purcha.sed the build- 
ing<»; 

{iv) the price at which the buildings were sold ; and 
(r) the cost iiu urred in er»*rting the buildings? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Day): tu) The brick-work of the building has been 
sold, the stcH'l-work and W(K>d-work bu%'e Ihhui retuiiuMi for use on other 
works. 

(b) (f) Babu Kulyan Mitra; Jannbnli Munshi; Babu Nishikmita 
BcKse; Babu Mohan (hiha; Babu Bebari Motidal; Babu Gopal Mondal; 
and Babu Dbirendra Daa Gupta. 
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(it) Babu larini Kanta Diw (lupta rondurteii the sale in the pm*- 
euve of the Civil Subdivisioiial Otticer. 

(tn) Babu Dhirtunlra Ibis (iuptu, the hifrhest buMer. 

(iv) Rs. 1.525. 

(r) Kfi. 31,831. 

Extension of service to Mr. Swinhoe. 

90. Babu UATINDRA NATH BA8U: ( C Will the 11 m hie the 

Meiiilwrin ehai^’’e the .liulieial DejuirtineTit he please<l to state >\hether 
it is a faef that Mr. Swn^hoe, t'hief Uresidenev strati*, lias Ihmui 

freipiently absent from duly during tho past >ear o!i actoutti ron- 
titiued ill-healtli? 

Uavt* any extensions of service' lH*en /^»-ianted to Mr ‘S\^illlMM'? 
If so. how many exterisiims? 

lias any further exteiisiim he«‘n aPI'l led for h\ Mr Swinhoe*'* 
If so, is it the intention of ( Jov(‘rnment to piant him an\ futtliiT 
extensions? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Ab<l-ur-Rahim):(n ) No. 

( /m .Mr SwinhiH* has Iw (lexteiisions (*f one yeai I'ai h 
(r) If(* has made an application for luither (‘vleiistoii of scinim* 
which is under considc'raticui. 


Pay of Diatriot Agrioultiu'ai Officers for subdivisions, 

91. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : > / ) Will the 

Ilon’ble the Minister in (•]iar^''e of the |h*jiaitment of .\ ^-^i unit im and 
Industries he [>h*ased to state the pte-enl s< ale of pay i>f the Disiint 
Ajrrieult ural (Ifficers for sulaliviHioiis? 

i'/f) When wiis their pa\ last revis<*d ? 

(<') Will the Ifon’hle the Munster he ph-asrsl to state uliether llnor 
[>ay has b»M*n in<Tea.s4*d like that of cdher oHi<<*rs nwinp to the enham ed 
rost of living? 

(f/) If ncTt, are the (b>venim<*nl eonsnh*! injif the desirahilil\ of lais- 
inp their present sc ale of pay? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (n) JU —200 with a prohat if aiai V 

jwriod of two years on Ks. 75 i>er mensem. 

. (h) In 1917. 

(c) No. 

(d) Proposals for the revision of pay of the Ih'strict Agricultural 
Officers are under the consideration of (ioverumeut. 


17 
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Agricultural loans in flooded areas. 

92. Babu KtSHORf MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (n) Is the lIon'Lle 
thf* Mcinher in <he Ih'puiiiniMit of Kinonue (Land Revenue) 

aware that ovvin^^ to the rule for jidvaiieinjc a^j^rieultural loans to a liateh 
on joint i es|)(uisihilit y instead of individually the recipients of the 
loan are hein^^ driven to the nioney-huideis to contract individual debts 
on exorbitant and ruinous rates of interest? 

(/>) Are the (lovernnieni considering^ tin* ad\isability of issuiiifj: 
instruct ions for advancinj^ loans individually eH])eciallv in the flooded 
urea in North Hen^fal? 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (n) No 

(h) No. 


Goondaism in Calcutta. 

93. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the lion ble the 
Member in charf^e of the l*olne l)(‘paitinent be jdoased to lay on the 
table a staliunent showinp; - 

(/) the number of c;is4‘s (d* “ r(d)lMM v.*’ “ exleilion,” and other 
forms of “ ^(MUidaisin ” that wen* comiinitcd in (’nbutta. in 
(‘ach yeai between HHO and LLM ; and 
(n) tin- st4*ps that wane taken by tin* ( 'ommissioiuM- of l*olic»‘ from 
time to time to < heck “ jJToomlaisin ” and lii^hwas nddiery 
imlicatin^ the results that wtU'e (dilaiiK'd? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (/) and (//) Atttuition invited to I>ara- 
jk^rajdis Ut to ‘J1 and stutemi'ut A of the Annual Administration 
Repoit of tlu' ('alcutta Ihflice whiib jrive the crime fijiruies and 
to (he answers ^i\en to the question asked bv Maulvi A K I'a/l-ul lla<j 
in th(‘ Ibm^ral Lcf.j’islatn e (’oum il in Ift'JO placed on the Librarv 

tabled and to <juestion No 109 askiMl l>v Mr. Krishna (Oiamlra Rav 
(^haudliuri in April, 19!J1. and to question No 71 asked by Rabu 
Surendrn Nara\an Sinha durinp: the (Uirrent .session. xaIikIi .state the 
ni(*asures taJken from time to time. 

Coondi Department. 

94. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Ron bh the 

M<*mber in chai>jre of the Police T)e]n»rtment be jdea.sed to lay on the 
table a statement showing, year bv year, — 

(it) how many ihmsous were arrested by the “ OckukIu Dei^irtment ** 
of the Caleuttn Police sinee its creation — 

(i) on complaint; 
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(ti) on anonymous jH'titions; and 

(tit) by the offic^^rs of theCViminal Invest ion DeiKirtniont 
attached to the “ (ioonda l)c|>artuu4jt ’* of tluMr 
own motion; 

(h) for what i>oruKl were the jn-isons, who were arrested by the 
“ (toonda Dt^partinent detaineil in the Police ( ustody ; 
(r) how many jH^rsons were “ dischaiyred *’ bv the “ Ooonda 
Deiwitnient ” and, if so, afi 4 *r how man\ “ nonaiMis and 
(<I) how many (»f tin* arrestt'd |> 4 *rsotis were st*nt up Iw'fore tin' 
court and on what chaiyes and what was the result theieofy 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: id) and ih) Four liundH*d 
and twenty-id^fht iM‘rsons were airest«*d in and TmO in up 1,) 

tlie doth October. 1 In* detiiils ask^sl foi would n'cjuin* tin* 4 *\annn:it n*n 
of the lecords of each indi^ldual cas<‘, neailv 1,000 in number 

(r) Thrw liundied and twenty-om* [H‘rsons W 4 *re dist haiyre<l in lirjl 
and 4 tlo in 10 'd‘J up to tin* dOlh (h tolK*r 

(d) Of 7 S jHTsons s<*nt up in 1 ‘t'Jl. 01 wck* c(»nvi<'t<sl ami It dis- 
char^t‘d In 10 ‘d‘d up to tin* dOth (t<‘tober, 7 S w' 4 *re sent up fd 

were conxicted, IS dis(har|,red and IS are under trial These » ases 
wen* mosth undei the ru(‘venti\e s 4 ‘ctions of the law In addoimi. 
21 |H*rsons W 4 ‘r 4 * anesi^Ml and sent to (dln*r plaM-s where the\ weie 
wanted for ofTeiicea. 


Coonda Department. 

S5. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon hie 

tin* Member in ebartr^' of tin* I'oliec* Ih-paitmeni 1m* ])h*ased la\ (Ui the 
table a stattuneiit showing "■ 

(i) tin* numlM*!' of jM:‘rso?»s aTie^le<l b\ tin* “ Ominda Department ” 
on suspicion, enmjilaint or otbeiwise, but “ d)H< har;:ed ” 
and subsfM|uentl\ found a« tualK to tumimit an lo 1 of extor- 
tion, roldM*i’y or any other a<’t of “ ^oomlaism ” and eon- 
vicb*d thereof; and 

(rO the numlK*r <»f ]M*rsoiis c-onvnted of <*xtf»rtion, r<dd»er\ or anv 
other form of “ pMrndaisnt,” wdio had previous eon virt loris? 

(h) Will the llordble the MemlM-i he pli'a'wd to state wln'tlo'i fin* 
“ Ooondn Dejwirtment” had any '* previous information " ahoiit tin* 
movementH of the r ulprits who wen*. later on, found to Im* trinity of any 
form of “ j^ooridainm” ? 

(r) If HO, in how many cases had tin* department such information 
ailH whnt was the nature of the information? 

(tl) Will the Hon’ble the Menilier 1m* jdea.sed also to Htate how manv 
ca«e« have failed owdrig- to inabilitv to ^ei " residentM to come forward 
to give public evidence in court ”? 

!' A 
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The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHEH80N: (a) (t) and (u) The number 
of per.HoiiM arresttM! from l«t January, 1921, to 30th October, 1922, is 
978. Of these, 720 were disehaixed. It is inijH>ssible to supply the 
oilier details asked for without an examination of tlit^ records of cases, 
iK'arly j, 000 in number. 

{h) Yes. 

(r) and (d) Kif^nires cannot ^^Iven without examining all the 
records, but it is the 4‘X|H'rience that a lar^^e propoition of the cases 
inv<*stig'ated tail for the rmson stated. 


Weaving sohool at Chittagong. 

96. Bahu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Ifon’hle 

the .Minister in chaise of tlu' Depailment of Afjricultun* and 
Industru's aware that Muhaininadan .loliihas and Hindu \vca\eis at Sat- 
kania and oth(*r phic<ss of f’hitta^onjr, of who h thme aie a lai);e number, 
living’- ii|>on weavinj^ lune not yet Ihmui able to any tiainin^^ in 
irnjirovisl melluMls of weaving? 

{If) Will llie Flon’bh' the Mini.stei be pi eased to stat(‘ wlietliei any 
steps are bein^- taken to ^ive them sm h tiainin^’-^ 

(r) Are tin* Uo^ernnw‘nt considering’* the dcsirabilitv of ^taItlnfJ a 
|su’ipatet ic weaving school at (’hittag’on^’*? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) Aes 

{l>) It is j)!o})osed to depute om* of the jHM'ipatetii iiisirm tois to 
Satkania. 

(<') Steps have been (‘onsidered and discussed but in mcw of the 
^’’('Tu'ial financial position and in the absence of sufliciimt jrx al supjxut 
it IS not yet jKissiiile toojHMi^a peripat<tic weavinij: school at ( ’hittaf^’-onj.T. 


Elephants in Patiya Srimai Hills of Chittagong. 

97. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (n) Will the Hon hie the 

Memlx'r in charge of the Department of Ib’venue (Land Keveniie't be 
plejwsed to^state whether he is aware of the fact that a laipe numb<’r of 
elephanhs have lM*en ('oinmittin^ serious mischief in the Vativa Srimai 
ran^e <if hilK in b'hitta^ron^ and that they are a standinjcr dang'er to 
the lives and projx'rty of |H‘oide re>idin^ in the hx’ality? 

(7A An' the Government considerinf? the desirahilih* of taking 
immediate aetion to st44rt kheddah oj^erations in that range? 

Tho Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (u> and (h) Government have no precise information 
on the facts mentioned in question (a). It was, however, originally 
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intipiided to hold a kheddivb this year in this area but the i^rojiosal fell 
throiiffh. Ihe (Jue^tu>li of holtlmg* a kiiedduh next year will bo 
couhidered. 

Babu ANNADA GHARAN DUTTA: Is not khfMldah oiH‘iation, pro- 

IhtIv conducted, a i>iufitai)le one in tlie end II .so, will the (iovern- 
inent in the meantime send for the inveise inionmition leteired to in 
the (jnestioii!’' 

The HcNi*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BUROWAN: \es, it I.s so. Itut it hatl to fall thioug^h tmin^ to want of 
funds, and^for anollier reastui, whn h jK*rhaj>s tlu‘ inemlnM himself le 
aware of. Uvause he eomes from the di‘*trnt whn h was kept h\tdy ri^ht 
throu^li the last \eai h\ non-('o-opeiat ion 


Weavers and dealers of cloth in Pabna and Tippora« 

98« SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’bh* tlu^ Minister 
in (liai^o* (»i the Depaitment iit' A^nieultuie and Imhi.stries pleased 
to la\ oil the talile a slat^uneiit show — 

iM tile numliei of wea\er.s (I unties jind <l<daiiast respei ( i\ (‘1\ 

{ti) in the I'abTia Sadar subdivisioTi, 

{!>) in t|j<‘ Siraj^mnj subdnisioii, and 
(( » in the Tiji|M*ra Sadar eulxliv ision ; ami 
( II ' tlu' iiuihIku of rlotli-dealers in those phoes^ 

Mr. J, T. DONOVAN: (o) A stal^’ment is ^rnen below - 
Pabna Sadai subdivision — 

Tanties-^ l.boft; Jujf is— f) 1 .‘1 ; .Jobibas—ltf.fMtT. 

Siraj^^^'anj subdl vi.sioii — 

Tantie' — 44 ; Ju^is— -.'loL* ; .Tolaha.s — 'Ifffb 
Tipjn ra Sadar subdivision — 

'I'antieN *..?♦>; Ib.flffO; Jolabas -~’b 

(n) 1’be information is not readily available. 

Redamotiofi of lohamiti river. 

99. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With refereme to the 
answer driven to iinstarre<l (jnestion No. 72 (/m put Vry me cm tin* 2'4rd 
August, lff22. will the TTon’We the MeniWr in eharpre of the IK'part- 
nj^iit t)f Trrijratlon lie }4eaM*d tii state — 

(i) how the safety of the Tlardirij^e brid^re de[>i»nda on the river 
lehamati in the Pabna distrirt as its aonree is IM miles down 
that bridge* ; and 
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(it) in what way will that bridge be affected if the Ichamati river 
in reclaimed ? 

(/j) Have llic (iovernment lake?j aiiv exjiert opinion in the matter? 

(r) li so, will the llon’ble the Member be iJeased to lay a copy 
of that ()j)iiii(»rt on the table? 

(f/) If the aii.sw(‘r to ( /> I is in the negative, are the (rovernineiit 
conHoleiing the desiralniit \ of consulting somi* ex|H‘it as regards the 
reclamation of the* liviir Ichamati? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’blethe Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) (?) and (n) The 

I'lngiiicei iiig ( 'oininit (cc of tlie !a>wcr (iaiiges llridge considered that the 
development (d‘ ans of tin* rivers in tin* area now declared under 
section 7fi (/>) id' the Kinbankment Ait would endanger tlie bridge* by 
making- it iKmsible foi the (langes to i hange its course. 

(A) No. 

(c) 1'he (|UeHtion d(M*s not arise. 

((/) No. 


Muhammadan sub-inapootors of police. 

100. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (n) Will the llon’ble the Member 
in eharg'i* of the l*olice I)eparlm(*nt Im* pleased to state how many sub- 
insjx'idors of (silice in Ibuigal have Ikmui ]>romoted to the rank of insfi^ndor 
of {Kilice iluring the current >ear and how many of them are Muham- 
madan.s? 

(b) If there are no Muhammadans, will the IIonTde the Miunln'r be 
pleased to state the reason why no Muhammadan sul)-in.sjH‘ctor wa.s 
promoted? ^ 

(c'l Will the Hiin’ble the MemlxT be pleast‘d to state wliether there 
W'l're any Muhammadan sub-ins|XM‘tors enlisted before Decemlier, 1905, 
eligibli' for ju'oniotion. and why tlndr east's have never come up for eon- 
siderat ion ? 

(d) Sinei* April, what attempt was made by the Government 

to improve., tin* cause of the Muhammadan Mil>«iusiKM’tors as regards pro- 
motion to the rank of insjHM-tor? 

(c'l Were any nominations received sinc'e then either by the Inspec- 
tor-General of Police or by the Range Deputy Inspectors-General from 
their 8u|xu*inteiidents of l*oliee? 

(/) If so, how many* of them were in favour of Hindus and how many 
in favour of Mussalinans? 

((;) Will the HonTde the Memlx^r l>e pleasinl to state how many 
assistant sulvins|iectors weiv promoted to the rank of sub-inspector 
from 1920 up to date and how* many of them wok* Muhammadans? 
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(h) Is it not a fact that in 1921, 31) assistant siih- in spec tors were 
promottnl to the rank of sul)-iiis|aM tor aiul <mt of them only one waa a 
Muhammadan Y 

(i) Will the llon’lrle the Mcnilter W pleased to state what stejx* 
(fovernment intend to take to safeguard the interests of deservinjif 
Muhammadan suh-iiisjs'etois and assistant suleinsjKH tors witliout injur- 
ing the ettirienev of the department Y 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: {a) T on suh-ins|M\‘tors 

have been j>romot(*il to the rank of insjxator <lunn^ the eujient year. 
None of th<‘m is a Muhammadan. 

( h) Pnmiotion to the laiik ot insjH'elor is made aceording to seniority 
and meiit, irre,s]H*( ti ve oi racial t oiisiderations Ihiniiff the cuirent 
\ear tlnu'e v^as no Muhammadan oth<a‘r with the ne< «‘>.sary (qualifications. 

{(') There is oiil\' one >m h officer. Hi.s name has h(*en jda( (m 1 on the 
ap]»noed list foi juomotion, for consideratum wlien his turn comi's 

(//) No sjMM lal a(tion has Ihm'Ii t.ikiui to favour Muliammadan suh- 
iiisjMM tors .Ml nihceis liaM' etjual fatalities tor learning then woik and 
(jiialifs iii^^ tliems(dv(‘s for piomofion. 

ft) Yes. 

(/) 7'1m‘ I nspe( tor-( leiiei 111 {»f Police let eived 32 nominal ions ■ 31 
II imlu oHi< ers and 1 .Muhammadan of w horn o 11 indiis arid 1 M iihaniiiiadan 
eie selecl(‘d. 

{(f\ Twent\-t\\o as.sistanl snh-insjK*c|oi s have* Ikm'k promoted to the 
lank (d* siih-ins}M‘ctoi .since 1921). of wh<»m f) are .Muhammadans. 

ill) No. I’heie was no reeruitmeiit ol .suh-irisjH*ctoi s in 1921. 

(i) There is no reason to appreliend tlial the (hums of deserviiif^ 
Muhammadan ofiKeis for pi^miotnm are o\erl<s»ked and no sucli stejni 
are considered nece.Hsary. 


Flood-stricken people and money-lenders. 

101. Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon'hle thr Memlier in ( har^f** <*f *!'♦* lh*|)«irtmenl of lt(*v«*nue (l.and 
Heveiiue) lie pleased to state whether la- is aware tluil mone\ -lender s 
are lakin^^ advaiita^'e of those sufferers from fl<HKl in Nortli Ik•n^l:al 
who ha\e lands cd tlieir ow n ^ 

ih) If so, are the fiovernment eonniderinj^ the deslmhility of takinjf 
immediate nteps to save the victims of flrnMl from money-lenders? 
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(r) W ill Iho Iloirble the Meml)or be pleawed to state \rbether prompt 
«tej>H are proiM>sed to l>e taken U> iK>8tpoije the realisation of rents from 
of the affeeled areas and of makin^^^ eijuitable arrangements with 
the zaiiiindars for the purpose I' 


The Hofi’Me the MAHARAJADHiRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) and (h) (hoernment are not aware of the allegation 
made in ipiestion (//); hut (iovornment have made arrangements for 
loans to he given for agricultural pui*|>oses on a large scale. 

(c) No Hucli jirojHisal has yet lieen received from the l(K*al officers, 
HO the (nn‘stion dcx's not arista 


Grand Trunk Canal Project. 

102. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: ( /) Will 

tht‘ Ilon’ldc tlu^ MciuImu’ in charge of tlu‘ 1 )epari incut of Iriigation he 
plea,s(*d to static tiu* amount of actual cxiMUiditure irnurnsl iij) to date 
for th(‘ (irarid Trunk (anal Project? 

{ h) Will the llon’hh* the* M(‘mh«*r 1 h‘ ]>h‘asc‘d to state* tin* name*, 
rank and h'ligth of sc'tvice of the Kiigincyr, who was cntrust<*d ^\ith 
the pre[)aration of tlie (hand 1’runk (’anal Projec t and who estimated 
it.s c'ost of const I uc't ion , and also the names rank, jiosition in the list 
of Iri'igation Knginc‘(‘rs, as wc*ll as the* length of sc*r\i(c‘ and s|>(M ial 
prac-tic'al knov\h‘dgc‘ of construction of big canals, of thi> Knginc*er wlio 
has lic‘en placed to carry out the pi*ojec‘( ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (,i) !{>. n,44.-1,4r. (.i|. to «mi< 1 of O. IoImm-, Uej), rxclud- 
ing the* clivclgcw I\*<nuil<Ish(iy i Rs. 40, 7(1, 2711) . 

{h) Mr. (’ Addams-Williams, <M.K., •Chief Ihigineer, Irrigation 
lV]»artmcMit , Ihmgal, vsliose length of ser\ ic’e amounts to a little more 
than 20 \i*ars. No officer has Ixam plac'ed to c arry out the project wffiich 
is at present Judd in alH\vnnce. 


Clerks in Forest Depertment. 

103. Babu NALINl NATH ROY: Will the Ilon’hle the MemlH*r 
in charge of the l)e|>ar1mcMit of Revenue (Forc'Hts') he pletvsed to state 
how many clerks of the detxirtment tPt>rest Branch! are matric ulates, 
under-giaduates and graduates, stating the ]x*riod of their services and 
also the ]uvy that is being diawn by them? 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


1922.] 

MEMBER inohargoof DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(the Hon’ble the Maharajadhireja Bahadur of Burduran): Theiv art^ 

Oil ( lerkn ni tlie oHiros un<]c»r the Fon^st DejKirtnieiit whose jwy ranges 
fn>ni Ks. lo to Its. ,‘UM). Inforniatioii as le^aixls the rest (»f the (jiiestum 
is not in the iH>ssession of (ioverninenl aiul the laU^ur ui\ol\(al in obtain- 
ing it would not he coininensurate with the results. 


Daulatpur steamer station. 

104. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (u) Is the ITon'hle the Memiier 
in rhar^'e of the Mariii(‘ Dejitntment aware of the iiuoin enietue ami 
daiifrer to life (uu^ed to the steamer passeiipus of the “ Kliulna-Kulia- 
^fai^'iiUoNarail ’’ da l_\ ser\ lee of tho Itueis Steam NaM^^atuui (’ompaiiy 
at the Daulatpui station where llieH* is a lailway i-onneetion i FastiMU 
IJenj'al Itailwav, Centi.il Sertion^? 

(It) Is the lIon*l)h* till* Member awaie that theie is no iel1\ or nn\ 
other suitabh* aiianj'enient at the steamer and that jiassen^rei s 

(imludin^' ladies and <)iildien) are obli^»’e<l to embark ami disenibaik 
throne'll a wooden [tlai.k, one f<H»t broad and Iff or It) fe<*l lontr!'' 

ir ) Are t he ( fo\ eminent considering the desirabihl \ of drauin^'’ the 
aflei’tnui of the Steamer (’omj>an\ to this mattei ^ 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. J. Donald): id), ill) and ic) .\ referema^ was made llu' Hi vers 
Steam Na\i^ation Company who state that a jftly was tiierl at 
Daiilat pur ( iliat but was not found suitable. T1m‘\ nav that tin* present 
an ariirement under winch passen^^UH diHcmbark b\ planks with a 
baiiilMH) hand-iail is the usual metluMl at small nvruune stations and is 
found (|uite Huitable, and that tlaue is no daii^jer to life in\olv<*d 


Calcutta Coondaa. 

105. Mr. BItlOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: C/i Will the Hon ble the 

Memlier in charge of the Holii e Dejmrtnient be pleawr! to state whether 
there i.s a list of th(‘ notorious ^(MUidas, and ^ran^fs of ^’•oondas in Calcutta? 

I />) If the answ(‘r to (fi) i.s in tire ufTirmatne, w ill the llori’bh* the 
MemWr b<‘ j»leas«*4l to state what is their total numlK*iP 

(r) W'ill the llruCbh* the MeinU'r Ik* {»leas<*(l to state to what tlifFcTont 
nationalities these g’fMindas Isdon^ ami their res|>cM tive niimlM'rsy 
{( 1 ) Are these ^rxmdas Ixini and domir iled in Calcutta and rlo the 
Government consider them as Benjralis? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. H. L. tTEPHENBON: (a) AVs; the list is not 
yet complete. 
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(5) Thrvo liuiidred and f(»rty-six jiersons have l>eeii entered in the 
liht ui) to tin* 3()th ()f toher, 1922. 

(el ainl (^/) d'hev are (■las.sihe<l as follows: — 

(/) r p-couiitrv lljiidu.H — Idd. 

(2) (’]>-) odiitiy Muhaiiiniadaiis - 34. 

(>j } IN'shwaris and i’unjahi Muhammadans — 20. 

( /| llimlu.s — o]. 

(5) Hen^rali Muiiamrnadans— 10] . 

(6 ) Jleii^uli ( 'hi istian --1 . 

Very f<‘W of rlasses (/), (2) and (.7) are natives of ('alcutta or domi- 
cileil lh(‘re. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest)* 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): The ll<mse 

will resume tlie adjmniieil <lis( u.ssion on lh(‘ it'solut ion on the j)a|H*r 
re^midiri^'- l\|Msts ami cojnist.s <ti civil, cnminal ami re\«‘nuc (.uiits 
which stands in t!u‘ naim* ol Sliah S\e(l Kimhulul Ilai[. 


Typists and copyists of civil, criminal and revenue courts. 

Khan Bahachir Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: There is a llen^ali 
pro\eil) to the effect that the liard lot of |Kior men is ]>ressed down hy 
a stiine 'I’his proverh is literally ap])ln‘al)le to tin* lot of tin* |>o<u- 
copyists in this province. In Aug-ust last this Uousi' accepted a resie 
lution 111 ( 0 ed l>\ me for iiiiprovuijr tlu* lot of this hanl-work(‘d class of 
|H‘o})lc Althou).;:h a year has passed away, nothing lias hajipened to 
show an\ leal woik and th(*v have Ixvn left whcie t]ie\ were l)efor<‘. 
4'his is (lu(‘ to the fact that they do iiot.helon^ to the ordinary staff of 
((((ViMnimMit hut thc\ woik under a (}uite difTei*ent system, tliat is, 
they an* paid hy fe«‘s which aie uuiHsed hy srdlin^' folios. Tlie public 
as w<‘ll a.s 1 h(*ms«‘l ves consider that they an* (‘iitith*d to as mu<‘h favour 
as tin* ol hl'i; salaried oflieers of (Jovernment, ineludinf; the in<*nial staff, 
wliose J>a^ has been n*c**nfK inereastsl on tin* pret«*xt that it was due 
to lii;;h cost of li\in^'‘. I have tried to impress on this Coum il the fa('t 
that if tlu' n'al n*ason for improvinjj the salaries of officers was the 
Ih^li cost of living, then the (toverniuent oupht to have he^iin from the 
bottom and not from the top, liecause it is onlv the jvople who draw 
vi*rv small salaries that find diftic'ulties in ]>iirchasinp the necessaries 
of life in these days, w'hereas the money exfKMided hv the fat-salaried 
ottii'ers fonn.s fnit a ^ery small fraction of their salaries. So I said if 
the intention was to ^rive relief, the increment oupht to have taken place 
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from the bottom. Everyihinj^, it seoms, has been iloue for tht* ri<’h, 
wbo drew their increments trom January, 192J. Hut notlnnjf has lavn 
yet done for the copyists or typists — and 1 put it to the House: is it at 
all humane to refuse to these lianl-aoiked |M*ojde the eruinhs fioin the 
table, when the otiicors are le^alin^ themselves with the lielu'ucJes of 
the table 1 think it would be cruel to ret use to f^ive them a small 
allowance in view of the fact that the\ aie to suffer from jHMiurv owinj;^ 
to the high cost of living and thev uiv the class of peoph* who do not 
know’ how to make lH>th emls nu‘et. The ordinars ph*a will jK*rhaj>s be 
brought forwaid that a very considerable sum of nuuiev will be reijinred 
if these |H‘oj>le were brought on the (Jidinarv staff ami paiil b\ salaries 
How'ever, this u'solution has been franie<l with a view to nie«*t tin* c<»n- 
veni<*me of (iioernment so as to (tflei some solution t«t this pioblem 
pending the offi< lal ilecision of tin* resolution that has beioi put b\ me. 
I think it would not Im* out of place to mention here that in increasing 
the salarl<‘s of th(‘ oHicers ami the nnnistiTial staff, tiovefmnent have 
sjK*nt a large sum from their own laoenue And if the tiovemmeiit 
are at all detiMiiiimMl to do something for th«‘si* |MH)r jx'oph', (hey could 
spend a litth* out of their rcMuiue Hut at present the folios aie sold 
at d annas p<‘r piece ami these cop\ists ami tvpists g«‘t 2 aniias js'r jmne, 
while the ( io\<'rnnient get 1 anna. Of t ourse ( Joverniiient have to main- 
tain a staff out of the sah* pro< eeds of thesf» folios, sin h as coiiipuiing 
« lerks and a shei istadar. w h(> has to ceitifv the (opies, and foi that the 
(loNenmienl ran claini something; but I submit that the (»o\ernim*nt 
ha\(' iiione\ <moiigh to jm\ fat salaiies to inunsif*, am! sub-judges Tbe 
nuiiisil who was drawing Hs dtltl one fine inorning found hmistdf tit aw- 
ing Ks .')()(). whilst the imoine t*f these cop\ists. wlmh is tudv Hs db 
t(» Hs 40 a niortth, is becoiiiing less in these hard times owing It) the 
d(‘( Tease in law suits. Whilst the niinistenal ami menial staff tif the 
tiovernmeni aie getting highei pa> , (lu‘se ^x*oph* luo timling their 
income lMn »miing less ever\ tlav. Alreadv st»m(* tlistru t idficeis ar<' 
thinking their number shouhl b«* < urtaibnl ami tlierebv an inijuovement 
ma\ be made in the lot of some of these jH*opb‘ Sir, this wnaihl Iw 
a hanler thing. In t)r(b‘r tti increase the j)ros|>e<ts of a b*w \se ar«‘ go- 
ing to depTivt* oth(*r copyists of their niean.s of subsmleiK t*. t herefore 
I would ask (fovernimmt that where it is not |M>ssible to surrender a 
]>ortion of the revenue, whirh ns diuived from the laliours of thenf* 
pe<^ple, the\ would lx* jdeasixl to make some comession in order to 
show to the world that in the geniTal distribution of the concessions 
they have got something out of that, though verv small. 

With these words 1 mipixut Shah Syed Emdadiil ]Ta<|’s resrdution. 

Maulvi SHAH ABOUR RAUF: I have great jdwHure in su]»iw»rt- 
ing the resolution moved hv mv friend, Shah Syed Kmdadul llruj. The 
conditions of the jHior typists and copvists was df*scnfM*d in this Coun- 
cil not long ago when a rewlution was’ brought liefore this Houimi hy 
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Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Wanimuddin Ahmed with regard to the amelio- 
ration of the condition of the cop 3 ’ists and the typist h. 1 will describe 
the pitialde condition of thesis iK>or servants of (jovernmeut in a few 
W'oid.s. Ah goveiniiient servants they have got to do their work and 
to hear the inconveniences of (lovernineiit service, but they are not given 
tlo‘ allendant privileges f»f (foverniiient stuvice. d’he salanwl minis- 
terial officers toijoy holidays for three months in a year and they get 
their full salary. But these jiersons, while out of work, do not get 
anything. However, when owing to the rise in prices of the daily 
nec(‘Hsarics of hie Ooveniinent thought it vise to increase the salaries 
of (loverninent officers wholesale, why tlnui should not the case of the 
poor copyists and typists lie taken into consider.it ion r" Si., their lot 
is poor iri(h‘cd, and they are {Ksirer tlian any (joscinment *iervant. Sir, 
it may l)e said that it would co.st a heavy .sum of mon(‘v to give them 
any iiicnonent , Init wlieii (iov(*rnm(Mit thought it right to raise the 
salaries of all otTicius <*v(‘n though the\ ar»‘ well ])aid, at the time of 
financial stringiMicy, I fail to iindeistand win ( io\ criiincnt (unnot kihmhI 
iiiiytliing toi 11 h‘ rcli4*f of tlu'sc* poor ]H»oidc h\ curlailing e\|H‘nditure 
undci Nonic other heads. Khan Hahadut Maulvi WaMinuddin Ahmed 
has told us just now that d unn.is are (h'rivisl from the* sab* of folios, 
whilst 2 annas only an* given to tin* cnp\i.sts T would suggest that 
d annas .should he giviMi to th<*s(* people, so that some sort of ndicl mav 
1 m* giv4*n to tliem. 

Witli these f(*w words 1 coidiallv sup|M)rt the r(*solution 

Th6 Hon’blo Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM • I'he (|ueslion ri'garding the 
n'lmnicralioM of the t\ pistes and copyists, who art* emjdo\(*(l most.ly in 
the courts and also iu other (iovernim‘nt oHices, has two asj>ects. The 
present piadice lias ]»rt*vailed for n(*aily a (M'liturv, if not. more; the 
cop\ists art* paid for piece work, that is to say, they are jxiid so much 
at a jmrticului rate for a particfilar (piaiititv of woik turned out hv them, 
ddiis s 3 st«*m, wliii h has ])r<‘vailed for a long tiim*. ha.s Imh*!! invi'stiguted 
more than onc<* Iin the authorities (‘oncerned, inclinliiig tln^ High Court, 
ami th<‘\ caim* to the conclusion that the system is on the wlude he>t, 
liaviiig in regard tin* nature of tlie work that has to l>t> jierformed. 
Again, we consul((*d the Higli Court the other day as to whether it is 
feasible or 'ilesirable to change the system ami to emlxidy the typists 
and copN ists in the ranks of ministerial officers on salaries, and 

ih*tinite ti'rms of service and (‘onditions. They w’ere distinctly of 
o}>inion that it wivs desirafde and on the whole l>est to k 4 H*p to the j»re.sent 
system. At tfie same time the Higfi Court suggested certain measures 
h\ whlcfv the |>osition of these men might fi<* improved, and thi* (lovem- 
lueut glaillv agiwil to bring into op«*ration these measures as .soon as 
their financial jHisition admitted of it. The resolution that has beea 
referrml to hv the ]irevious sjvakers was |>assed by this lloust* in August, 
1921. At that, time, as every meml^er of the Ilouse knows, the financial 
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condition of the province was not anythinfr as unsat isfartory jis it is now 
and no one then anticijMted that thinjKrs would turn out so l>iidl\ At 
that time we were all feivently hopini^ that it nii^ht he jHissible for this 
tiovernnient to ^et the Meston award nunlitied so that IKoi^al iui}j:ht 
receive l>etter ju^tn'o at the haruK of the (irovernment of India. Hut. 
Sir, that ho|)e has Uhmi frustrated Then to p‘t out of the dittidilt 
Bnancial situation this Iloiivt^ a^'-rt'ed to frt‘>h taxation. We all hojusl 
that Beiiffal would he now flush with money or at least have sutii< uoit 
money to carry on tin* adniinistiation witlnmt unxu‘t\. thir exjH't ta- 
tions, however, weie jniched high; at least our calculations havi* not 
lH*en full\ realizeil. This i.s the sum total of our |M)'.iiion. and tin* |>osi- 
tion in fact, i.s such that we are n(>t at lilH‘rty to effect to any mnv 
scheme, and e\ei\ dcjiartinent of the (io\ernmcnt has agnssi not (ml\ 
to gn«' up all new schemes hut also to cuitail its t>idmar\ ex|s*ndiluie 
to the narrowest hunt jMis^ilde. I have e\er\ .sMii|»ath> wit)i the id>j»*( t 
of the lesolution that lots lM*en put f<n*vvard Iin tiit* Shall Sahih and 
su}ijH)r(<*d by Maul\i Shall Alidiir Itaut. Khan Hahudur Muiil\i Wasi* 
inuddin Ahmed, uml othei.s. 1 ha\e much s\mj»ath\ with tin* copwsts 
and t\j)ists, but I must Na\ that at the present moment it is not at iJl 
a piiotical pi<)|x>sitioii to gi\c them immcdiati* ndief id' any kind. The 
Jfigh Couit lu'ojsiscs that uitdci the i in uiiistanccs the best way fm 
meeting tlie situatnm would U* giadualK to curtail the number ol 
cojiNists. w’hicli will iiiipioM* the piosjH'cts of the remainder In that 
Way it is exjHM'teil that then nominal minimum remunemt loii , who h is 
at picseiit IN. do oi IN will go uj> to IN. to for the copyists, iimj 
for tlie t\pi,sts It is i.dcuJated that their minimum reinuneialnm will 
Ik* soinetlung' like IN. dl). It ina> also Ik* that in some distijcls the 
remuneration ma\ l*e liigliei and the copvists ma\ get as mm li as 
f{s. do as mnnmum and t\pistf, as much u" IN tid d'he High Coin I 
also pro{K>sed tliat the tiovernmenf hliould contnbute something l^nvanN 
the Pro\i(ient huiul, winch it is now ojK*n to the lojivisis to join. Wi* 
are considering that jn'ojHisitnm and we shall like to gue cfJ’ci I to it. 
but unfortunately we find that owing to firiam nil sfringcm \ it is 
imjKeisible to give cfFei t to it at prestmt d hat is the |H>snioii, Sn , 

and let it understooil tlial there is no want of s\niputh\ <m the pait of 

Government and that we are, in fact. dis|K)scd to anndioiate tlie condi- 
tion of these peojde. J call assure the House rliat the tioNcrnmenl 
have not forgotten ami arc not Iikel\ to forgo*i the luse of these copy- 
ists ajid typists and that we will U* prejnired, as .stem as it is pr.o ticable 

and as soon as we have sufficient hinds at our disjsjsal, to foimulate a 
prpjK*r scheme in order to give them relief. 

l'nd<*r these circumstames 1 would ask the Shall Sahib not to pios^ 
iTi.s rt*s<dution. We shall do what we can to improve tlie fKisilion of 
these jieople. but at jiresent it is not jKissibh* for the ( rover iirnenl to say 
that they are in a jrositiou to give them' any immediate relU*f. 
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Shah Sy<*^I Kiiuhulul Huq replitnl in the vernacular and the motion 
was, hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Stands, enclosures, etc., on the Calcutta Maidan. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: 1 move that this Council recommends 
to the (rovernnient that they 1 m‘ pleased to take neceHsary stej>8, as early 
as j)<)SMil)le, to sell by public, auction, from time to time, the right to 
erect starids ajicl (‘ih losuies round the f(K)tball grounds on the Calcutta 
Maidaii, ami to levy a reasonable fee for the nglit to erect tents and 
stnictmes ther<*oii, and to d(‘vot<' tlu* ineome derived to charities profnir- 
tionatidy b> the nuineriiid strengtli of tiie different communities. 

The. Calcutta Maidan is a splemlid prr)|KMty. It (an bo, and is 
iMMTig, ](ut to a \ari«‘ty of iis(‘s. It is a pbu(‘ for (‘xhibitions and shows, 
sports and gambling. This j>ro|>erty Ixdongs to tb(‘ Gov'emmont of 
India. Whether it belongs to the GovcuniiuMit of India or any other 
body, I do not much care alMUit, luaause 1 know for a certainty that 
it belongs to tlu' public; for 1 know that tin' ( Joveinmcnt of India itself 
is the i)ro{>crt\ of the publu' — the jmhlic with a capital P — and not to 
any ]»uhlic t’nnctionaiv. Had it been the jirojHuly of an individual, if 
it is transfern‘d to a meicliant of Harahazar <u* (’live Street, how would 
it gladden his heart arid at th(‘ sanu* tiiiii* s\\(d] his j>urs(‘ ! But lH‘Cu.use 
it is public projH'rty, there is no reason wliy it sliould not fetch a reason- 
able incoiiK* to its owthm— th(‘ ]>ubli(\ 

Th(‘ owner (‘(‘rtainly (*njovs the right of own(‘rshi]> by walking and 
driving oviu' it, but any incomt' that can b(‘ made out, of it g(H"s to the 
jKickcts of otluMs than the public. Kvery member of the public has 
every r ight to eniov ever\ ]»art of this piojHTty witliout let or liindrance, 
subject only to tlu^ like liberty of otlnus. So wluui a man or a Ixuly 
of men occiipN a ]>ortion of It for their ex(dusi\e btuiefit, he or they 
should b(' mud(* to j»a\ a leasonabh* sum of money to its owner (other 
things bidng tviuaC ; this sum should b(‘ tlu‘ highest sum available for 
the enjoyrmuit of such (‘xclusive InMietit ; or in oth(*r words, the right to 
(‘rect stands and (‘iiclosiires should Ih* ordinarily dis{X)sed of by public 
auction, wh(‘n such aintion will ]m»ve more profit abb* than disixwial by 
jirivate trimty This is the jirinciple underlying my resolution. I think 
it will he admitt(*d that thi.s is a fair princi]>le. 

As to th(’ annual letting Value of this prop('rty, the acting Chair- 
man said in the course of a tiu'eting of the Calcutta Corporation that 
it can b(' maile to fetch an income of 10 nr 12 lakhs of rujx'es annually 
by taxing all the pro|H*ities standing on it. * 

What income is it fetching now, I will show from some replies to 
some (]uestions of mine. 

J put the following question: “ Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Dejxirtment be pleased to state bow much money 
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has been realized by the ('omniissioner of Police, ralcuttii, during the 
last three years by allowing private coiiiixiiiies to erect stands and other 
temporary structures on tlic ('abutta Maidaii? 

Ihe answer w'as : * (’lubs are cbaiyed a small fc«* for erecting a 

lent. The amount realized dunn^^ the la>t three yeai>~~19li).20. 
Ks. (i(H> ; 1920-21, IN. 412; 1921-22, IN, oOO. l'\)i jH*rmwsu>n to plact' 

tcini>orary sland.s louiid ceitaiii bH>tlMll ^riouioN durin^^ the fmOUill 
season a contractor jmys a c(»ntribution to the * Poor Ho\ ’ of the ('om- 
missioner of Police. The amount is \U. 2,000 this Near; in prcMou.s 
years it was Ks. l,,50t).” 

5Iy second (|uestion was; “ ill the Htui’ble the MemlM*r in I'haifce 
of the Poliee Deinirtmeiit be [ileased U> .slate whelber the (M)Vernment 
realize any money fiom the Ko\al ( aleutta 'J'urf Cluh and the Nolf ('lui> 
for the eriMtion of structuies on the Calcutta Maiilun!"’' 

Tlu‘ answci ^^as: “ The KomiI (ah iilfa Turf Club pa\s oni^ ^<»ld 

mobur a \ear uiohM' the teims of its lease. I'lie Uoyal ('abutta tJolf 

( luh t>a\s IN. 20 a niontii and the Ladies* (bdl ('luh IN h a month.’* 

luui I heard that tin' Ko\iJ Cah utta 'Furf Club pa\ s t»iM‘ ^o»ld nn>liui. 

1 was tiMiipled t(» iiKoe a K^'^olution in this ('ouncil that tlie ^ohl mohur 
Ik* annuatl\ t()U<‘lie(l and reluin(*d I his .ifLur of j^’old niohui is vri \ 
significant It shnw*> the ''pint in whnh the Maidan has Imkmi disjN»st*d 

of in the jKist and km alls tlu* da\'' of the Ha<ishas and Nawahs Id 

Ihost* j;o<k| old <ia\ s a cle\('i man s«»( unn^^ act ess to thesf Na.\\ahs wtuihl 
temh'i’ a na:<!r of a l<*\v ^odd mtdiuis when tix' jrreut man was in jj-otul 
humour ami forthwith tlie Jtuktmt wouhl he matle that sm h and sm h 
J»;ir|,»‘anas U* hestowtMl tui this man tlown to his desi t*h<lants. 'rh(»se 
liapjiy tluN s ha\e ^'om* out of India ami should out •>! the Maidaii 
too. I lut not veiduK* to sjiv aiufhinjjf a^*’ainst the ( aleutta I urf (\luh 
or tin* (toll Cluh or sacK‘d iiilen*sts of tliat s(»it, hut I think I < an luisr 
mv voice a^rainst tliin^^s and idjjtM that have not \et attjUiiiMl samtit\. 
When the claims of fliaiity <»r vested iiiteiests arc not iiisiijMU ah!e. 1 
projKise that the claim of the ow nei of tlie ]»rt>jH*rtv tti ^et the maMmum 
amount of |K'euniarv lM*nefit from it. should juevail, or in short, tlic 
ri^ht to erect stands, shmild 1 m* diHjK*scd of hy puhln am tion 

Th<\ ri^fht to erect stands for the bwjthall <rowd has not \et ac^piirctl 
Hacredne.Ms for any one, hut I hojn* and Ndieve it will d(; so at no distant 
date. I propose that w lien vested inteiesi has not vet l.ikeii root in 
any noil on the Maidaii, it should not 1 m* allowed to do so. 4 hat this 
propf*H,\ has not heen used for the henebt of tin* puhln jiuise to an 
extent that is desirable, is jM-iliaps plain to all As custodians of the 
pift)lic purse we want to soe that it is done now. If the sanrtion of Ihe 
Government of India is requisite, let it he obtained by all means. The 
rest of my resolution does not call for atw comment. 
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Mr, J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I have liHlened with a gcxxl deal 
rd Hynipathy to the pr<>2K>sals contained in this resolution, and in 
iarl have every syininithy with the object of charity. As I have every 
syinj^athv with anything- that helps to promote the sjKirts and amuse- 
nuMits of 1 he» jieople, there is nothing that givi^s me grc^ater plt^asure 
when motoring round the city than to see our children’s play-ground, 
fully occujiied by the childien placing joyfully on the swings, and 
flying round on th(‘ giant’s strides. All these exercises helping to 
inak(‘ muscle and to strengthen the lungs; all making for good health 
and strength, and a healthy body means a healthy mind. It also affords 
me gr(‘at pleasuri* to .see th(‘ youth on th(‘ football field strenuously 
following that ♦dusive bit of leather- the fcadball — to and fro; the 
])leasant picture of the health-giving game of cricket and the fasci- 
nating game of tennis — all these. Sir, ar(‘ going to build a new' India; 
all Indping to mak<‘ happier pt*ople and a great and contended India. I 
have sanl this much, Mr. President, to sln>w you that I hav(‘ no objt'c- 
ti(Ui what(‘ver to any <*ffort to promote the ne<(*ssary recreation for 
the children and youth. Hut. Sir, the yrnddfun of the health of all 
communiti(‘M in f^ah-utta is sundv of tln^ utmost interest and im]>ort- 
ance. Therefon*, I must stronglv o]>pose iuu thing in the sha]H‘ of 
f’onst ru< t ion being plac<‘d on this great o]><mi spar e, which must be 

propel ly guarded from anv encroarhment Tt is trulv called the 
“ filings of Calcutta,” and under no circumstances should anv cdistruc- 
tion lie alloW(‘d that w'ould inteifere with 1h(‘ free passage to and fro 
of Calcutta citizens. Sir, anv one who has witnessed an imputant 
football matr h in Calcutta must Tecognis«‘ that the time has ('ome wdien 
a space must Ix' allotted or set u]n\rt for this ]>opular s]wirt as wfdl as 
(dh(‘r sputs. and also have witnesserl the coiigr'sted condition of the 
traffic and tin* gri'al ex<*rtions of tlu' yndicr* to trv ami kec]) sonu* sem- 
blance of order und(*r trviijg c(»nditions that do not puunit the proper 
handling of a ('rowd Oroiinds must lx* secured with entrances and 
('xits and ('onsti uctt'rl in such a manner that the pdirx' can handle 
th(' tiaffic nu>n» easllv and ]»revent thew blocking <^f the main thorough- 
fare T Would ask the memlM'r who hav(» just movi'd this residution 
to devote his energies to seeuiing a large oyxm space to Ix' usixl for 
football and other athletir* sp>ris Sir, one final wnird : this Council 
must on atll om'asions rer-ognise the necessitv of the rights of the 
Calcutta citi/ens and thus guard jeahuislv this valuable ()]>en spnr(> — 
the ]x*oj»le’s ^^aldan. 

Babii FANINDRALAL DE: I rise to o]>p>s«" the resolution. I am 
sur]>rised that the mover, himself a sp>rtsman, wants to introduce a 
svstem which will he extremelv detrimental to the cause of sport in 
(hdcutta The disadvantages of the prop>spd measure are ohA'ioas. 

If the right to erect stands and enclosures round the football grounds 
he s(dd hv public auction, the pdicv of the individual or the firm who 
will secure the right will he absolutely mercenary, and we cannot 
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exix^ct it to be otherwise in a case of com}H.‘Ution. The ine\u;aao 
consequence of Mich a .stej) ^\iU be that the i'huige> of ailini^Mon vmU 
be constanth lai.sod, to the immense aiscoiufituie »if the sport-loMug 
publit'. surelv not a ih‘siiable thing. I he tiiin sc<ujing ilie light umlei 
the present system is to ])a\, i nmlei stand, a <le<ent .huiii of Us 
to the Poli<‘e (’uininissioiuM ttn thant\ puiposos aiol alKjw the gallen<‘s 
to be used fiee b\ Indian 1‘oolltall .\sx,u lation and t ln‘ (‘abiitta Foot- 
ball League in ( haul\ inati he^, the a\t‘iage annual iiu nine ii<»m wloih 
amounts to Us ‘J'l.tKKI to Us .‘{O.OtId All these. 1 am alianl, we will 
1 h* de[>n\ed of, when these rights aie sold b\ aintion d hen I wouhl 
have likt'd tint the (piestion of ronimnniln's be not introtlu<«‘d in 
f!]K>rts. ] ina\ inf<nni the iiiovei that last \eai ino!i‘ than oH pel (♦Mit. 
of the ineome iho i \ ed f i oin ( h.t i it les was gi \ en to lo< al I ndian iiist it ut nnis 
of diff- eient s»m1s Again, it must not be loigotten that the tiini is to 
ini ur faiil\ high <liaiges lor teinoxal and in tlii‘ high diqn »Mnal ion in 
the iiiateiials foi tlu' galler\ 

I In* se( (titil |)aif of tiie lesolution seeiiis to me to lie most unreason- 
able. l'.\ei\ one will admit tliat a tioit is a ne«essit\ in a spoiling 
gfouiid. fill sheltei dining lain. < hanging (‘f tloth<*s, i et* esli men t ^ . 
aTo] keeping- spojtiug geai '1 lu* < lulls |MMmHt»-d to •umt tents. do 
not en|(i\ it her I'heN ale to pa \ ,i loeiisr fe»‘ of Us 1| pel annum 
for if, fhe\ an- to noui rh.itg-es joj imjuoviiig- the gniund and g-'-iting 
« ofitiei f lofts fni watr» and I'ght foi it. lltr\ ale agam. leijuned b\ law 
to disiuantle and le-eu'il it annualK. wlinh means a }iea\\ leiinnng 
iliaige on then fiiiaioes and tonsidriable liaidship on tiieju 

I hope m\ fiiemi tlie ino\<M will < otisidei all tliese and not press for 
the T('solutiori d'li i oug-hout the v\oild tiuue Is an effoit to etu-ourage 
spoits and athlrtiis, lo iie.ite a lir.tltliiri g-fUiei .« t mn d lie pioblem of 
fai lilt. (t mg' tlo’se is a('ut4‘ in ail hig- cities atid mole so in (’abntta 
l.vel \ jiossibb* help, hliatoial and otheiwise sh<mld hr leiub'ird to 
tilt' <-ause of healtlix sports dliis n^solution. if adopt*‘d. will Im’ a 
move in the letiog^iade diie< tion. and henee I ojipose it 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: H eing a mu fa ssa I loein- 
Iht, T am in enfirt' s\in])ath\ with m\ fneml, liahu Naliin \aih Uo\ , 
who has moved thm resolution d'he propos.tl roritained in this reso- 
lutnui IS. 1 think, an eminentK reasrmiibie one I he position of th«* 
f’ab'iitta Maidaii. Sir, is a )M*(uliai one. If is owoied b\ tin* fiovnn- 
menf of India, it is used b\ the ('abutta peojile and it is maint.mieil 
at the e\}MMiMe of the whfde of Heng.il In last Marfh. a demand was 
brought forward for Rs 2.'JLfK“K) in pnrsuaioeof a selierne of about 
Rs 7^ laklis foi laving ont roads and ta? mac a»lamising the r'Xisting- 
roads on the Maidan. At tliat time I laised a note of pro1«‘st. and 
inquired wliv the ('aleuttn f'nritoialion <'oubl not be askrnl to rontnbute 
this sum of niotiex . Forthwith jcame the replv fnun the f»overnine»it 
bench that the Maidnn lies outside the limits ef tl»e ( alentta t'ort^ira- 
tian. Therefore, the whole of Bengal — and it was ron«ob*red go<Kl 
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lof'ic. on th<‘. i)ari of the (TovernnuMit — ouf^ht to contribute to the cost 
of tannacaflaiiiiHinj^ theses roads. That is the position. I think, if 
niy friend’s rcsohdion is a<*cej)ted, there is some fM)ssibility, if not now, 
at least in future, of the Maidan puyin|^ for itself. Moreover, I do 
not see how it can aflert lh(‘ eharitu's as Mr. l)e apprtdiends, for 
Mr. Itoy expicssly sa\s that the w}iol(‘ inrome deii\('d fiom it will be 
devoted to clianties. So I to sn|)]>oit the resolution which has 

be(‘n so ahly moved by niy friend, llabn Naliiii Natli Roy. 

Mr. H. A. 8TARK: 1 am sorry I must o])Jm)S(' the r(*s(dution. I 
eonsider it object ionahh^, even if it wer(‘ jHj.ssibh*. 1 think it should 
b(‘ clear ly kept in min<l I hat the ai‘i an^tuiient ])io|>osed in tln^ resolu- 
tion would nit(‘if<‘re with tlie military and ]>olice control of thi‘ Maidan, 
which, I lliink, is most im|M>itanl. The pnrcliasiU’ of tln^ rijrhts will 
le\ y f<M*M to recovru tlie mon(‘\ hc' lias jiaid. and tin* lev\in; 4 ’ of fees will, 
in turn, in\oI\e t lu' le\ \ in|.r of the aimisfiiK'iit lax Now, uhat uill it 
iiHNUi ? It will mean thai wheosis at the piesent time laif^e <rowds of 
jM‘o[d(‘ wlio cannol afford to pav bu amuseimuits and who are accus- 
tome<l !(► ^mtlMU' on th<* Mai<lan to s(‘e tlH*s(* {^'■ames, will b(‘ abs(diitely 
pno'iMiteil ftom liavin^r these ImaltliN and mmxtuit annisiumuil that costs 
rinthinj^', b\ leason of ^-allerii's and stands olist lan 1 inj^ tluMi \i(‘w 
1 do not think that in the interests of lh(‘ ^oeat crowds that irather 
round the Maidan to wilm*ss iraimn W(‘ slionhi allow an\lMMly to 
ac<|iiii(' the lie'ht of ereetiiiur jralhuaes and st U'ds iheK'OTi 

In the ?H'\t plaei*, 1 should like to sa\ that tlien' ari' a lariri* number 
(d’ schools in tin* cit\ which ha\e not j^'-ot thoii ]>]a\inir rrioniids on the 
school jucmise.s; their pla\in^^ {.rrivunds, which are ai conimodatisl on 
the Maidan, would then lx* takmi away, or tlii'v would have to jiav 
lar^'‘er ha's, if tins n’S(dntion is caiiual d’hcK' air at least two cliari- 
fahle schools, of* which, 1 kn(U\ . whi«h ha\e lin n })lavin^»’ j^'ionnds on 
till' Maidan: and tlu'st* are*likcl\ to Im' taktui awav from them bemiuse 
si’ine one is {.roinj^ to make mortev out of it Theri' is no other ^oound 
whnh (an 1 h‘ tri'cn them rns', eNcepiinj^- ih(‘. sit<‘ whnh 0iaf4 h(M‘n 
ahead\ alhdted to th(*m 

.\s if'^^’aids the disinhutiuii to chant v, I find tlie projKisal is that 
ihe iiK'onie .should bt* disinbufeil to <haj it\ pr‘o|K»rt i(mat«d v to the 
nunuMicnl ^st T*mi^-t h (d difTenuit communities 1'hat stuun.s to Ik* a very 
ful.s(' basis for distribution. M «* shtmld try to diseo\er as ts> which 
community ]>arti<'i]>ates in Hie jratne-s m(>st ()f all and adjust the dis- 
tribution aceordin^Hv. T think it is onl\ fair and ri^Hit that that com- 
munitv sliouhl jr<'t the lanrest share, atul not that which has a numerica! 
suiH*riorit\ All that T ('an s.av is that T fear that this resolution is 
poinir t‘> raise a ^reat deal (^f trouble b(»th to the authorities and the 
publie, and T vi'ry strongly oppose it. 

Rii MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I b<>^ to supi>oH 
this resolution. The resolution spi'ak.s for itself. It asks the Council 
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to consider whether a rciisonahle amount can l)e recovered on act'ount 
of the structures that stand on the Muidan. it furtlier and says 

that the income derived sh<uild W spent on chant ie> < haiities not (‘on- 
fine^l to one community ]>ut to di8tn!>uted ti> all tlie ( (munutnties. 
What |)ossil>le ohjeetion (an tlu're lie if hy an\ pio» es,s the land> t an Ih' 
made to fet('h some inc'ome, T fail to understand. It will not aiTecl any- 
IkmIv, Mr. Stark lias submitted to the (’oumil that it will create some 
tiouble, but I do not appiehcnd an\ tioubh* at all; lH‘<'aus<‘ \V(* know tbe 
object is verv ^'•(n>d. And tbe ipu'^tion is a '•inijde «)ne 'I herefotf', ni\ 
humble vit‘W is that iheie sliniild inU Ix' ans (dneitnm to tlie pid]»4isal. 

Rai JOQENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I bc^^ t<4 su{>i>ort 

tbe n'solntion. I (onld not at first (juite nnd(Mstand wb.it was fin* scojK* 
of it and what weic tlie (^bjt'ct ions aj^^aiiist it, but mtw lli.it I see it 
v(M'y clos(dv I think it slionld be supjK)ri*d Mans meb-sant issm>s 

havt‘ been raised The firist lucb'sant is^iie was that of Mi ' h'oMcster. 
lie said that be was opjiosrd to it. be(an''4‘ it would (lose tin* Maidan 
to the jniblic As the resolution st.mds. tlieic is no vm h intioition. It 
onl\ wants that stands and enclosun*s should be b’t out b\ ( los ci nnient 
It is not intendfsl that ans fuither <*\t('nsion should Im* ni.nlc That 

hcin^’' so, ^fr. l'Oiic>"l(‘r (an has(* no obi(*(tion whatsosao’, I In' onlv 

(jticstioTi i.s svlicthci it should be let bs ( i< (s ei ninent or lis anot)n*r 
jM*rson 

Tln*n, ai^'nin. Mr Stall; has raised aiiothet sau's ^oiilentious objej lion 
.iboiit the dille'cnt < oiu ni u fi 1 1 les 1 f.iii to understand sshs this (jin's- 
ti(Ui should arisf at all Tin' (|iiestion before tin* lloiisr m that tliesj* 
eii-losiiles slionld be l('l out b\ to seiniin'it .in<l tin* ]»|oee»*ds d i sf 1 1 bu I fd 
bs them in an impaitial manf'ei .\t fneseiif. tin* pt(M('C(U ara* 
unfaiils and paitialh dist i itnite(| Theicfon'. 1 s»'i\ ^fiorijitls suppoit 
tin* lesolution. 

The Hon’bic Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON : I III' nio\ ei ' “.pee* h 

shows. T think. ln)W sets d(‘t‘|i|s tbe iron of finaneial ein bar i .(svniout has 
(‘ati'ii int(» our soul I noser e\jHM fed that a Tiiernbei of this t'ouru il 
would ^'■el up and projsf*.,* that (loseinment should exploit tin* Maidafi 
f(/i‘ tin* b(*ri*‘fit (tf tin* jmbho purse Tin* ^^aidan is uiainls for the 
benefit of tin* ]iiib}ie liinf.''s, 'Die ofiirm of tin' Maidan is di.ubtlesH 

known to the nn'iiibors of the ('ouneil It is the pf-la' is of the h(»rt, 

and for this reason the Militarv Department still Imsa* <a*rtain Titrhf** 
over it, and our control over it is. to a (‘eitain i‘xterit. restinted Sub- 
ject to that, the (lovernment of Ib'iitral is the jruardi.an of the 
Maidan on Irelialf of the pnfdic T think the whole Tfous** wall atrree, 
if^they consider the matt«'r f.'irefulb', that if would Im* a breach of that 
tnmteemhip to turn that majrnificienf npace into a ini'.ans of rnakintr 
money. The resolution, if pushed to its loj?ieal coinlusion, would, an 
Mr. Camplndl Forrr'ster him pointed out. compc*! Ooveniment to lease 

18a 
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out or Hell the Maiduii, because in his speech the mover has said defini- 
tely llial it is the duty of (iovei nmeiit to make all they can out of it. 
To my mind, the movei has depiived himself even of the 
sympathy winch he might otheivvise have obtained from one portion 
of tlie < Mivei nnn'nl, namely, the I’ lnance Dejiai linent , when he pioposca 
to hand o\(m tin* jiioceeds not t(i a de{>leted ex< heiiuer, but to charity. 

(ioveinment is in a somewhat peculiai ])osition with regard to the 
Maidun ; in the first place we aie the tiuslees of the public iu relation 
to tlie Maidan. At the same time, the Muidaii is the one open space 
for Cahulta. It is the only place wheie tlx* srhools of (.'alculta, the 
H]»(jfting dubs, etc , <an catrv on theii games, and ] may, in answ’er 
to Hai IfaKMidra hath Cliaudbuii. point out that a veiy laigc number 
of the youths who may be seen plaNinj^ on the Maidan (*omp from the 
inufas.sal. (toNau nmimt tlieiefore aie bound, in the inteiests of public 
health and the jmblic convenience geneiallv, to allow game's to be 
placed on tlie Ma'dan witliin (ertaiii limits so as not unduly to inter* 
feie W'ilh the ni»lils of the public on the Manlaii. h'oi that puipose 
the ( ‘ominissioiior «if Poliea* allots gioumls to a veiv huge number of 
edulis Tlieie are not sufli«‘ient gioumls to go loiiml among the clubs; 
and maiiv (lubs lia\e to shaie one ground, but so far as possible an 
emleavoui is made to ]>ro\ide ojiportunities for si IiodK and {‘olleges for 
lunilthy <‘\ercise on some days ()f tlu‘ week Hecent]\, there ap|>eared 
ii' a daily paper a statement that an exhibition was going to be held 
on a (‘(M'tain poition of the Maidan; that stateinent was entirely 
unautlioriMed, but within two davs 1 was inundated with letters from 
Seeretaries of football ami otlier clubs ie(|uesting me not to i>art with 
ibe rights of the ]uil'1ic in this way. 

The resolution does not state cbnirlv that it is proposeil to let out 
these grounds to the bigbesl Imbler, and when dealing with the resolu- 
tion in mv files it ne%er entered mv bead that smlj a ]U’o])Osal would 1 h' 
made, but ap]»arentl\ tliat is what the memlM'r means. That, I think, 
would be absolut<‘l\ impossibb*. For one thing, it would place a pre- 
nilum on s|M»rt and woubl giNe an unfaii; advantage to the lich over 
the ]>oor. It is the sibools rbieflv for wliirb (toverninent want to 
provide recreation girmnds and also exercise for men emjdoved all day 
t’n offices and other places. We caTinot exoeet fVnm fi'* n*>v la»ffc» sutus 
of money. Tlw se who c an pav large sums are primA fane able to pro- 
vide grounds for tiumi.selves elsewhere. Secondly, it is necensarv, in 
onler to make the ^laidan a suitable ground to play ciicket or other 
games on, to s]vnd some amount of energy, money, and time. It is moet 
unfair to ask a i lub to lav out money and energy in preparing a ground 
for it. self and then hand over that ground to some one else who pavs 
a few nipi'es more in the following year. As has l>een pointed out,. it 
will pn\('tically mean that the Maidan instead of providing a number 
f)f very good grounds would remain a rough and verv indifferent play- 
ground on which few clulw would take any pride- in playing. I iruai, 
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therefore, that the idea of leaning out to the highest bidder and making 
money from the one open sjnii e in ('aleutta and making that money at the 
exi>en8e of the health of the srhool boys, the students, and the working 
men of Calcutta will not commend itself to the Council. 

As regards the other ixiint, namely, the letting out of stands, uh 
has already been explained, the grounds are let out at a purely nominal 
rate, and applications to erect a tent or a tcm|>orary hut are very care- 
fully scrutinised by the Commissioner of Police; every hut erected on 
the Maidan has to l>e renn)ve<l once a year in (U’der to prevent the esta- 
blishment of any right. 

Of late ,V‘nrs the [wpularity of football has gn»wn to such an extent 
that u big football match in Calcutta attracts an enormous crowd. 
These crowds are vei y ditticiilt to deal with from the police |H>int of 
view. In the ordinary way, for instance, in England if the |>olice were 
unable to deal with a crowd round a fcMitball ground, they would pri»- 
hibit ])lav there and direct that the match lx* played at a ]>lac«‘ where 
proper jxdice anang<‘nu*nts could 1 h* maile. That cannot be done in 
('alcutta because there are no other grounds. Tin* ]K)ssibililv lias Ix'en 
foreshadowed bv Mr. Campbell Fonest(*r of eiix tiiig something ot the 
nature of a stadium where all tliese big matches could be jdaved. Ibat 
is a big (jU<‘stion which, I liave no doubt, will ('otue forwaid for public* 
discussion in the near future. But mv point is that owing to these 
crowds the jHdice have to devise some means of ^'ontiolling llw*m. and 
the only way of controlling a big crowd is bv having proocilv barri- 
cndcnl stands. I lane no doubt that manv will iciucuiImu that in the 
old (lavs on every Saturda\ morning sticaniH (d small boys used to 
carry pac'king cases ai'ross tin* Maidan I’lint was tb(‘ b»n()nn*ng. 
Now' the |>olice insist on a ('«‘itain nunib(*r of these giounds wbcia* i1h‘ 
bigger matches arc* pla\(*d being pro\ ided with piojM'ilv built stands. 
East year the fKilice went a -tep fuitbei. Ilitbeito tbt‘V allowed stands 
on both sides of the grounds; last vear the (*nds weie also ban leaded, 
and the Commissioner of Police has warned the (tovcinnu'iit that if ‘be 
crowd.s go on increasing, be will not be ab]<‘ to take tin* r(*s|»onMbilit\ 
of maintaining ord(*r at a rc'ully big football match in (abulia unless 
there is something of the nature of u stadium. I hat do(*s not affect tlie 
present re.solution. As the**!* stands arc* iH'cc'ssarv. the ( oniuiissintier 
of Poliee authori.sed their lieiitg ennted. They aie erectcnl according 
to his s|>ecification and under his direction and iTts|X‘ct ion. That is 
absolutely necessary' to prevent accidents. As has Iwen mc*ntiori(*d, the 
contractors who put up thes<* stands are allowed to charge a fee for 
admission, and these charges are fixed by the (Vmimisv inner of Police 
at 8 annas and 4 annas. The Commissioner of Police realises a con- 
tftbntion for the right of erec ting these* stands, and the money thus 
collected is given to the PfH>r B(*x. As the House is aware, the Poor 
Box is not a denominational charity. Tberefoic to that extent if carries 
the wishes of the mover. Ust year^tbe gift to the Poor Box was 
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rai«ed to Rh, 2, 000. There is no objection whatever on the part of 
Governinenf to the rij^ht of putting up these stands under these cir- 
cuniHtauf^es Wing jmt up to auction, but GovernnuMit cannot agree to 
its Wing put up to auction in the ordinary way. We cannot have 
s[H'(;ulator/< coming in and putting up shoddy stands in order to make 
money. 1 am informed that there are only two contractors who have 
ever expressed a wish <o erect these stands, but if there are more men 
willing to put up stands on these conditions, certainly I will instruct 
the ('ommissiemer of Police to (‘onsider their claims. I would make it 
(|uite cl(*ar again that we cannot agree to put up a free auction of the 
right gcfierally to jmt up stands be(‘ause that w*ould not be carrying 
out what is the main object of these stands in th(‘ir origin, namely, 
giving facility to the iK)li<*o in the handling ()f crowds. 

So far as cimrity is con(;erned, as I have said, the Poor Box Wnefits 
very largely. There are six charity mutches in the course of the year, 
and in those charity matches the contra<‘tor has no rights. He has to 
hand over his stands to the management, who receive the whole of the 
takings for the ]>urp(jse of charity. I have here a list of the charitie/r 
to which last y(‘ar money was devoted. It includes different communi- 
ties and diflVrent hums of charity. • In this coniuM tion I demur to the 
principle laid down by the mover that charity should be given in pro- 
j)ortion to the numWTs of the community. Phaiity should, I think, be 
given in projxirtion to the needs of the different communities, and I 
agree w'itli Babu Faniiidralal T)e that there is no place for communalism 
in cimrity. 

T trust, therefore, that I have explained the origin of the.st^ stands 
to the House and T have convin<‘ed them that it will not be right fer 
(lovornment to try and make money out of the Maidan, that it would 
not 1m* safe for Government to put up these stands to a\»ctifui Tf there 
is any way hy which the Comnnssioner of Police can screw for the Poor 
Box more money from other contractors who wish to jmt up these 
stands on similar (onditlons, T am |>erfectly willing t^> instruct the Com- 
missioncr of Police to get as much as lu^ can, and I trust that the 
mover will sih* his way to withdraw his resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask a question? How 
much dm^s the Military lh‘|mrtinent pay for the upkiH'p of the Maidan? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Nothing 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: I am not very much convinced by tke 
argument put forward by the Hon 'hie the Memlier in charge, because 
he argued it more for the l>enefit of a certain class than for gtmeral. As 
for Mr. Fanindmlal I)t*, he has rightly ohw^rved that 1 am a si>ortsma|i, 
and T used the ground only on last Saturday, hut that is no reason that 
I should lay claim for my personal comforts in the Council Chamber. 
Many supportenn of my resolution have already explained the objectimi 
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raised by some of the geiitlemeu. As regimln the complaint that tho 
cause of charity- will sufftM*, 1 want to explain tt» the (\>uncil aoraethiug. 
This objection is not at all reasonable. I think it has been raised 
merely for the puri)o«e of shelving the matter. My rmdiition is 
wide enough — it says and to levy u reasonable fee.'* The 
fees are already jiaid by the clubs and other men who art' enjoy- 
ing the Maidan for sjn^rts, and I aievetr mentioned that thcvse 
af© unreasonable. These fees are quit© reustmable, and if the Council 
so decide, they may Ik? omitted altogether, at the discndioii of the oflioer 
who is in charge now. The o!>ject of my resi)lution, as will W S4*eu 
from the reading, is to advance the cause of charity and not to stifle it, 
but wdmt I'w’anl to 8U)p is favouritism — taking away by private imrtuyi 
the money that should go towards public charity. If the r«‘commenda- 
tion is reasonable, bd it l)e ]iresMHl by all of us. If no otluu* gcHsl ivoines 
out of it, we shall at Icjcst be doing our duty by jKiinting out the source 
of income of the public whii h lies at our dmu*. 

As reganls the other things |K>int<Hl out by the TIon'ble the Member, 
namely, that there will be ineonvenieme to the military aud other jieople, 
if we leas<‘ out to some other l>odies, 1 In'g to submit that rules can be 
framtMl t«» prot(*ct tbes(‘ things and the higlu^st bidder at the aiie- 
tion shall have to abide by these rules, so that th(‘re w'ill Iw* jmdeetion ; 
the highest bidder — the man who will take the least* — may not do what- 
ever he likes. With these words 1 cjinnot see my way to w'itlidraw the 
resolution and I want to press it. 

Tin* (juestion was tlnui jmt and a division taktui, with tin* bdloW'ing 
result : — 

AYLS. 

Janah, tabu farat Chandra. 

I Khan, Mautwl Hamld^titMln. 

I Mahramatl, Munthl. 

I Mttra, Ral lahadur Mahtndra Chandra, 
i Mufchopadhaya, Bahu tarat Chandra. 

I Natkrr, Bahu Ham Chandra. 

I Ralkat, BIr. Braaanna Dah. 

Ray, Kumar thlb Bhakharttarar. 

Roy, Babu Jactndra Krtthna. 

Hay, Babu dogandra Nath 
Roy, Babu Nailnl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlthlndra Nath. 


H0C8. 

Attal, Naarabiada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 

Ahaiad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 

Ml, Biunahl Ayuh. 

Jbmm, Khan Bahaditr Kli«a|a Mahamad. 

•anarlta, Iht Noe'hio BIr Burtndra Rath, 
tartan, Mr. N. 

Chaudhurt. Mautvt Bhah Huhammad. 

Ohandhary, Mauhrl Fanal Karim. 

Oahan, Mr. O. J. 

Pi, Bahu Fanlndratati 
PaBf% Ma l a r Oa n a ra l t. H. 


Ooy. Mr. O. a 
OonaM, tho Nan'Mo Mr. A 
Doficvan, Mr. d. T. 

Otttt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harfdhan. 
Otftta, Bahu Annada Charan. 
E m o r aan, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. a M. 

Farraatar, Mr. d. Ca aip holL 
Fronoh, Mr. F. C. 

Oha aa , Mr. O. 0. 

Oaadt, Mr. B. W. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Wattmuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Raff Uddin. 

Arhamuddin, Mauhrl Khandakar. 

•oae, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Klahorl Mohan. 
Ohaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Hafkiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Hartndra Nath. 

•houdhury, Maulvl Rahmatjan. 

Oaa, Babu Bhiamadav. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Ohaaa, Rat Bahadur datandra Chundor. 
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Hvmflli Mr. W. W. 

Huntintftrd, Mr. G. T. 

HuMtlfi, Mautvl Mahammad Madaiiiir. 

Kh«n, Mautvl Md. RdAqua Uddin. 

Land, Mr. 4 . 

Maharajadtilraja Itliadur af ■urdwan, 

tho Hon’bla Ilia. 

Marr, Mr. A. ' 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Milter, tlia Han bla Mr. P. C. 

Maltra. Or. Jatindra Nath. 

Muhharjee, Babu NItya Ohan. 

Mullloh, Babu NIroda Bahary. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Tho Ayes being 24 and the Nooh 


Frantloa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

I Rahim, tha Han'bla BIr Abd-ur*. 
i Rauf, MauIvi Bhah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray, Mr. Bijaypraaad Blngh. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Ullt Mohan BInCh. 
Bklnnar, Mr. H. E. 

Btark. Mr. H. A. 

Btephenten, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. L. 
Buhraarardy, Dr. Haiaan. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

49, the motion was lost. 


Amendment of the Bengal Local 8elf-Covernment Act, 1885, 
and the Bengal Village Self •Government Acty 1919. 

Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: 1 move ihui this Council recom- 
niends to (ho Govornment that a committoo consisting of some non- 
official mom hors of this Council and some officials bo appointed to consider 
and ro|K)rt what amondments are necessary in tho Bengal Local Self- 
Govornniont Act of 1HH5, and tho Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919. 

Perhaps it will not bo seriously disputed that both tlw'so Aids reijuire 
Tovision. In tho last July session Shah Sved Kmdadul lla(i moved for 
foavo to introduce a Bill to amend tho Village Solf-Goveniment Act. 
That motion was withdrawn on the ground that it was projiosed to 
appoint a (‘onimitteo to consider the amendment of the Act. In this 
session also there are other re.solutions for apjMuntmont of committi»es 
for amendment of tho Villa^^o SeIf-(ilovernment Act and tho Local 
Solf-Govornment Art. 

Though it is about half a century .since tho introduction of district 
and local hoards and though royorts of their working an* examined by 
Government |)eriodicnlly, a coni[>rehensive public inquiry’ has never been 
held. Much exjM^rience has lieen gained by the public and the boards 
themselves us to the defei'ts and weaknesses of the present system and 
it is time that these shouhl ho oxaniined. The recent rule that non-offi- 
cials should l>o (‘lected as ('hairinen of district and local hoards has given 
ri.se to some anomalies, which should be removed. Though the Sub- 
divisional OtlTl'aj’.s are not memWrs of local Iwards, still they are nomin- 
ated as meniliers of district Iwards. They serve no useful pur^KWe. 
Being unconnected w’ith the 1 (M'aI lioards. they cannot pre«s8 their 
claims or inconvenience.s. The high cost which the Government have 
to incur for their travelling ex[M'n8es, and their absence from their legi- 
timate duties for some days in every month, are both a loss to the State. 
Monniver. it is incongruous that after giving almost full independence 
to the distrint Iwiards, the system of nomination of a large number of 
Nifficials should continue. Nomination should be resorted to procure 
proper rejwesentation of different communities.. The Sabdiviaioiuil 
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Magristrates can send their reports or suggeations to the boards through 
the District Magistrates, and such a system would be more economical 
and better suited to the poigress of self-governing institutions. The 
system of indirect elei'tion for district lioards gives rise to objet'iionable 
cliques among meml>ers of the local Iwards shortly l)efore the elet'iions. 
Moreover, when indirect election has l»een found unsuitable for the 
liegislative Councils, the I^egislative Assembly, and the (\mncil of State 
it should not continue in the district Iwiards, where the prot ess of direct 
election would be much easier. It is pro|>er to consider whether ctan- 
munal representation is preferable to the pn*sen( system, which gives 
rise to communal groupings in the boards. It is very frequent that 
membf^rs of^ local Imards (‘omliine in all matters only on the basis of com- 
munal feelings. Xothing can Im* noue inimical to the grf)Wth of the 
spirit of eitTzensliip tliaii this communal biding in the evcMT-day walks 
of life. The Minister in <‘liarge has devoted a glorious lite in attempting 
to inculcate proper ideas of citizenship among his (ountrymen, and we 
look up to him to remove tlie canker that is eating into it. 

The local boards and union committ<*i»s do not offer much scope ft>r 
res|>onsible work to tin* members. The sNstem of carrying on the 
a<lministrat ion with the liel[» of ]M‘rio<licnl «l(d<*H from (lie district boards, 
is not likely to infuse miK'li zeal in (lie workers. It is proper to examine 
whether they '•liould he givtoi higher powers, or should 1 h‘ uholished 
altogether, now that the union hoards have h(*en established 

The establishment of union hoanls, union courts, and hioiches has 
given rise to niiK li alaim among the villagers. It ( unnoi he doubted that 
the ideas of civic duty find their low'est mariife.station in this country 
among village people. Thev can iindersfaml questions relating to caste, 
religion, and individual trades, hut thev have very little idea almut civil 
duties. Whatever ideas Indians had on lliese matters Indore Hritish rule 
have been lost tlirough disu.si*, and the ideas are lK*iiig realiM(*d to a 
limited degree only recently, and then onlv by those wlu» form the (Team 
of society. The time s*‘ems to he far off when those ideas will filter down 
to the villagers. At jiresent, f»artv factions nile sujireme in villugee, 
and a man will find it verv difficult to liv(* in a village wjth(»ut joining 
one of the factions or creating a fac tioii under his own leadiTshiji. Thun 
we find retirtnl Deputy Magistrates, Professors and Subordinate Judges 
demonilised considerahlv after tliev have lived in villages for some timo. 
Those that are alive to their position find it necessary to crcMile a faction 
of their own. Among the villagers an intelligent tout is likelv to com- 
mand more influence than an honest, capable man. Among the union 
boards created from such roufenals, evervdhing w’ill be subordinated to 
considerations of party factions. Power to imjmse taxes w'ill mean to 
pynisb men of the opposite faction. PowtT to enforce sanitary measures 
will mean power to cut down trees of people of the rival faction. Xo 
doubt the village formed the unit of government at a time when the cen- 
tral^ad mini Stratton was unstable or wban anarchy followed the death 
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of a or an Eijni)eror. But then the unit was the village and not 
a group of villages. People did not feel -then that all men are equal 
and (meh was satisfied with his own status in life, and the ideas of duty 
and religion W(*re moit? effective cdiecks upon oppression than they are 
now. It is usfdess to HUpp(»rt village self-govennnent on the hasis of 
the history of mediieval ages. When systems of administration are weak 
and corrupt and when they are liable to iK'casiomil collapse, people 
feel hound to organise themselves for protection against robbers, thieves, 
and thugs. Bui if such organ i.satioiis are formc'd again, they would be 
iiKuimfiatible with the growth of ideas of individual liberty and equality. 
The depressed classes will never Ik? able to gain the full Ijenefit of British 
rule if they are surrendered to the mercy of the influential men of the 
villages. It is rc'ully strange that union courts and Ixuicdies have been 
given m<»re final authority than the District Magistrates and Distii» t 
Judges, as no apiMud lies from their decisions. It is desirable that if 
thc^se irihunals are to havc^ sucdi wide j)c>wc*rs, the trial should in everv 
case, cdvil or criminal, Ih^ by a jury. It is the time to examine how 
representative institutions may lie develo|>e(l without in any way interfer-^ 
ing with the growth of liberty and indc^jHMideiice among the ]>eople. 
It is therefore ncxcvssary and cxmvenient that all thc‘se and similar aues- 
tioTis should Ik? considercMl by one committc*e, and the task kdore it will 
lie an important one. 

With these few words 1 place my resolution before the C^ouncil. 

8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ movcnl, with the jiermission of the 
Hon’hle the President, the scM'ond |K>rtion of the* resolution which stocnl 
in his name, namely : — 

This Counc il rcM-ommends to the Goveniment that a committee, 
c'onsisting of onc'-third offic ial ai^I two-third non-oHicial mc’mlM^rs, includ- 
ing one c)r more pn*sident.s of union hoards among theun, be c'onstitnted 
to considc'r what amendments to the Bcuigal Village Self-Goveniment 
Act, IffPb are necessary, with s|x^c*ial reftcrence to the amending Bill of 
1922 pmposcnl and withdmwu by Shah Syed Emdadul ITa(|.” 

The first iH)rtion which stcMsl as follows, was, hy Ic'uve of the Council, 
withdrawn * 

** This ("ouncil rcM-ommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of nine members, official and non-official, Ih> appointed to 
consider what amendments are necessary in the Bengal IxM-nl Self-Gov- 
ernment Act of 1885 and to submit a rejwrt.*' 

Shah Sypd Emdadul Haq dtdiverpd his upeerh in Bengali, the tranala- . 
tion of which is as follows: — » 

I am confining my obeorvatinn* in regard to the second portion of 
my reiudtttion, as there an* a nutnher of speakers on my first portion. 



1922,1 LOCAL & VILLAGE SELF-OOVT. ACTS. 271 

In this connection I may say that the Hon’ble the President's order 
came upon me suddenly when 1 was moving the Village Ix>cal Self-Gov- 
ernment Bill. It was hakimh hukum — the order of the court, and 1 
was forced to sit down. I was, therefore, under the painful nmH»ssity 
of withdrawing the motion. Had 1 Ix^en given a warning Insfore, 1 
would have certainly finished my st)ee( h us briefly us jiossible. 1 hoj>e, 
Sir, 1 will get half an hour’s time to-day. But if it is the desire of the 
Hon’ble the President that 1 should he brief, I may Ik> informed of it in 
the first instance. 

Although the I'illagei Iwical Self-Government A<’t was passed some 
years ago, the need for the formation of a e<»mniittee to discuss the 
various amendments pro|K)s(^l has laTome essential now. I am a I’n^si- 
dent Panchayut, and as such 1 have gaimsl a certain amount id ex|)er- 
ience in matters like these. Hence I have put in notices of resolutions 
and the motions to aimuid the Bill. When the feeling of self-govern- 
ment runs rampant in the country, when the (.'hairmen of district and 
local boards are invariably non-officials, when every facilities are affonled 
by the Government to enable us to march onward in the j)ath of self- 
govemment, it is mostly undesiralde that for a democratic bread we 
should be given only a stone. 

The Village Sidf-Government Act is basi'd in the main on tbi* system 
which obtained during Hindu rule. Village associations were formed 
then. Although that system is no more in vogue here, it obtains in 
Bombay, Madras, and the Punjab. During the Muhammadan reign, 
a large measure of success was due to the village panchayut i system, 
though the Hindu systimi of village associations was abolished. The 
powders for the realization of rents were never delegated to these pnnch- 
ayats during the Hindu or the Muhammadan reign unless and until the 
villageiN fell into arrears. Who can deny that (his Village Self-Gov- 
ernment Act is noi an iin[)rovement on the old (’haukidari Act, Imt when 
the old Ghaukidari Act hu'^ lately been am<*nded by giving more powers 
to the j>eople, is tliere any leason why sections 2f) and 21 of the Village 
Self-Government Act should also not lx* amended accordingly? Should 
the Government consider the villagers unfit for tlie exercisi‘ of finther 
pc»weis, then ] think the {X'ople should lie controlled by the Ghaukidari 
Act alone, and the existence of the Village Self-Government Act on 
our Statute Book is quite unneoessary. If, on the other hand, it is the 
intention of Government to endow ns with ample |K»w'ers for the piirjKise 
of local self-government in this country, that should l)e done thonmghly 
and without any let or hindrance. The dual confn»l now exercised over 
the chankidars by the District Magistrate and the Police should forthwith 
be done away with. 

While the Shah Sahib was recapitulating the provisions of his previous 
tillage SeU-Govemmeiit Bill, Mr, G<*ode rose to a point of order. 

iEOftETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
•ELE-COVERNMENT (Mr. t. W. CocmM>S May I ask, Bir, if the mover 
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in in cider in recapitulating*: the provinionn of his previous Bill? He is 
discuHHinjf those provisions and is presumably urj^ing them as a reason 
for the appiu'ntment of a committee, hut I submit for your orders whether 
it is necessary to into those points in so much detail? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very much obli^^ed to Mr. (nmde for drawinf? 
my attention to the matter. The Shah Sahib should not have referred 
to the previous Bill at all. Further, as the Shah Saliib has exceed(*d the 
time allowed to him, I must ask him t-o resume his seat. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: With your permin- 
sion, Sir, I be^jp to move the followin^f re.solulion which stands in the name 
of Hai Abinash ('handra Banerjee Bahadur: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps l>e 
taken to jmiss a short Act amemliriff the Local Self-Government Act in 
resjMM't of those of its provisions, the amendments of whicdi ex]x*rience 
has shown to the (iovernment to be urj^ent and necessarv.” 

The Local Self-Government Act was passed in the year 1885, t.c., a 
lonjf time ap’o; ex(H‘rience has shown, and T think evervbody t>r at any 
late those who are nc(|uainted with the ju'ovisions of this A< t--will admit 
that some changes in it are nec'essary. 1 know it for certain that our 
Hon’ble the Minister is also sympathetii’ in this resp<*ct and he has often 
^iveii us an assurance that he w'ould take the Act into consideration 
very soon. What this resolution aims at is this: the funds of the dis- 
trict lamids are not elastic enough to take up lar^re measures of improve- 
ment; Government also feels financial embarrassment; but at tht same 
time the demands of the |nH>ple have Wn cominj>: in with uiyency and 
the Isiards have found it verv ditruaill indee<l to meet the.se demands, 
unless some sort of assistance is driven by Government. We do not wish 
that the whole Act should be taken into consideration, section by .section, 
and that an elaborate di.scussion .shouhl take jdace, but we have found, 
from ex|M*rien(e — and I know it for certain also that the Hoidble the 
Minister has found it — that .some imxlifications are urgently necessarv and 
we ho)>e that a short Bill will 1 m' brought into this Coum il, in order that 
“aomethin^ may Iw done in this direction. I may ho iM‘rmitted to cite a 
concrete illuiHriition of what 1 mean. The (iiu'stion of water-supply in 
rural areas is a most urp-ent ami vital one, but the funds at the disiwsal 
of the district Invarda are not sirfficient to raet‘t the demand for water 
Bupply. On a prevmus oi'onsion, I had to say that if only the Bajshnhi 
district Imnrd wanted to remove the ^rrievance of wator-su]»ply only in 
iiuch places where it was reported to l>e very had, it would recpiire at 
least Rs. 15,0(1.000. Tt was neither jx^ssihle for Government nor for tlv’ 
district boards to sjamd this amount. At the same time, we feel that the 
matter is a very imiK>rtant one and we cannot sit idle and do nothing 
while our people are dying by hundreds and thou^nds — the de 4 ith-rate 
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is much g^reater than the birth-rate. We ou|fht, therefore, to devise means 
in order to see how we can meet this demand. Some of us have su|?g^OHted 
a short Act, enabling the district boards — of course it will not bo 
incumlieiit on every boanl lo do thi> — to take up this matter, to lealite 
a certain amount of fees from the fierMins who use the tanks and wells. 
I may be more precise alKiut this. Supposing we tind it dilhcult to 
sink a hundred or two hundred wells, what we mean to do is to sink 
a w^ell at the cost of the <listii( t boanl, but there is no provi.sion in the 
present Local Self-Government Act to enable us to realise the co.st from 
the j»‘ople. Therefore, 1 say that if there is a section tt> that effect, 
it will relieve the situation and meet the demand. An ordinary masonry 
well costs about Rs. ilividing this sum by It), we shall lie able 

to realize Rs. 100 in each ycai and in HI \cars we shall Ik’ able to lealise 
the whole co.st. while the jH.*ople will liave to pa\ probably not more 
than Rs ‘J jkm* head jhu' annum. In this w'ay, 1 think we shall be able 
to go ahead. 

We find that there are some jirovisiims in the Municii»al Ac t whieh 
might veiy well W introduct’d into the Lo<al Self-Government Aet. 
Ill the case of in.sanitary ditches or tanks, the district board is isiwer- 
le.HS to do anvthing wdiatsoexcr. as it <*an only reijuest the owikm' of 
the tank oi ditch, which is in an nisaiiitarv (condition, to imjirove it. 
But in the Muni< ipul .Act there is a jirovision undei wliich the owner 
can be coniiM*lb*d to nMiiove the in.saiiitarv condition of tin* tank or 
ditch, failing which tin* imiiiK ipalit \ il.sell can taki* over possession 
of tile tank and retain it until tlie co.sts are realized. 1 submit that a 
similar pro\i.si()n should b<* inserted in the Local S«*lf-Goveriiment 
Act. 

With regard to jungle clearing, there is no provision in the Loruil 
♦Self-Government Act. We have fouml from exjHMience that jungle 
cutting is an imjMirtant matter which we are at a loss lo deal with. 
Sometimes we make some provision .say Rs. Hit) or Rs ‘itMI- and ask 
a villager to cut the jungle, but tlu* next dav we find that the jungle 
has grown again with redoubled vigour. All that we neinl is a pro- 
vision whieh will comjMd the jM*ople lo ly»ep it clear. He will once 
get the funds from the district board, but he will have to see that the 
Litid does not rela|>se into a jungle. There is no doubt that a small 
provision like this will meet the situation. 

The next matter is the question of the veterinarv aid. It has l>een 
the policy of Government that there should he a veterinary assistant in 
each subdivision; and some of the district hoards have apiKiiiited veleri- 
Dary assistants. In the Rajshnhi district Iward, when diseases broke 
out among the cattle after the flornl, at least a doz<*n assistants were 
Required, but it is difficult to mwt the <*c>st of the medicine; hut if you 
want to employ these veterinary assistants, some means ought to he 
devised in order to gel the price of meilicine from the people. Other- 
wiae for lack of funds neither the Government nor the district boards 
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will be able to do much in this direction. Some provision ought to be 
made enabling those district boards — this will be an enabling provision 
— who wish to Hui>ply medicine for the cattle, to 8i>end a larger amount 
than they are able to do at present by realizing fees from the people. 

Next comes the question of the metalling of roads. With the advance 
of civilization the pressing need of the metalling of roads is also being 
urged ujK)n the district hfmrds and they find it very difficult to resist 
this preHsirig claim. Of course the j)eople sometimes come forward and 
say we are willing to pay if you give us gwd roads.” It is, however, 
ray i)erHonal view — 1 do not know whether the Hon’ hie the Minister wiU 
agree with me — that it will hf^ much better to insert an enabling clause, 
so that district hoards c an realize a certain amount of taxation from the 
users of tlic road; of course this will an enabling cause and not a 
compulsory provision . 

With regard to the ((ueslion of water-supply, I may mention that 
sometiiTws |>t‘rHonH come to district boards and ask for loans in order to 
clear tanks or (‘xcavute ibem, on condition tbat if a sum of Rs. 1,000 
or Rs. 2,0tM) l)e advanced to Ibem, they would pay it back in the course 
of 5 or to years. Lnder the preH<Mit provisions, district boards cannot 
advance any loans to anylHxiy; but if su(.h a provision is made it will 
indeed lx> a very salutary one for meeting the question of water-supply. 
W(‘ can advance the money on goixl sectirity and can realize it in the 
course of f> oi* 10 years and at tb<* same tJme improve the (condition of 
the water-HUj>ply. 

There are otiter iH)ints but I do not wish to dilate ufK)!! th(*m further. 
I submit that <‘X|M'rienee has shown that a short Act dealing with the 
(juestiotis I have mentioned might he brought before tli(‘ (\mm‘il for the 
pur|>ose of eliciting the vi(*ws of thos<* eminent men who are acquainted 
with the laws and who havi'^ he<*n working these tljings. It will enable 
us to move forwunl and m>t sit«i<lle. With these few words, I commend 
this rt*Holulion to the a^s’cptanee of the (Vmin il. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 consider myself 
fortunate that after waiting for nearly a year I have got at last an 
op]K>rtunity to imrve this resolution. I gave notice of this resolution 
so early us in last Kehruarv, and since flieii it was tahle<l for discussion 
at evt'ry meeting hut for want of time it was never reached. Such 
deferred hojH's probably explain the anxiety of my friends, the Shah 
Sahib and others, to attempt to intnxluce an amending Bill, Now 
that the attempt has lHX»n twice defeated, I think there is added justifica- 
tion for moving my resolution wliich runs as follows: — 

This Council rtnommends to the Government that a committoo, 
consisting of one-third official and two-thinls non-official members, be 
constituted to suggest what amendments to the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919, are necessary.” 
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It CAiinot be said that the Benf^al Village Self-Government Act has 
been a very popular measure and has met with wide approbation. On 
the contrary, the slow rate of its progress, the determined op|X)sition 
that its extension has met with in certain quarters, the debaU* that 
took place last year at about this time in this very House, to withdraw 
its application from certain areas, all tend to show that it luis not 
l>een able to enlist j>opular svmpatliy and commend itself to the acceptance 
of the peojJe. And what dm^s unjH)pulaiity of such a measure rncany 
It means practically its death sentence. For a measim' which is 
designed primarily for the j>t‘<q>le and their development, which is 
devised to utilize the common sense, the caiwicity, and hx ul |>iitriotiam 
of the masses, and which must <lej>tMid for its success u|K>n tlie eiithusi- 
astio co-o(peration of the rank and file of the nation is nothing if unpopu- 
lar, and loses all its value and significance if the f)i»ople do not take 
to it kindly. Unjiopiilarity of such a measure must fnisirato all its 
l)encfi('cnt designs, and must make the ln^ginnings of self-government 
in villages uiK'crtain and tlie bmiuhitions shaky. 

But the Village Self-Governmeiii Act has not Ihhui an unjxqmlar 
measure only. In atteinj)tirig to trace the C4ius(*s of its un {popularity, 
at the outset we come u|w)n the fact that so far as self-government is 
(Mnicerned, it has b(*eii a K'trograde measure alt(>g«*ther. Take, for 
instance, the ({uestion of village watch in connection with that of 
Village Self-Government. 1’lie si*t-l>a<‘k that it icceived hy Act 1 of 
1892 lias not lK‘en iemove<l and the Act of 1919 only pnx'eeds on the 
basis of the amended Ac t of 1892 and d(K‘s not even projpose to rt'tum 
to the lines of Act VI of ISTO. I have got simply to cpiote the respeo 
ti^e sections of the three Acts to illustrate my iK)int. 

About the (|Uesti(Oi of tb<‘ dett'rminatioii of the mimlMM and |>ay of 
ebaukidars, section 11 of Act V'^I of 1879, says — 

The Pandi.iyKi jleterfnine the iniinlM-r of ehaiikiduth Ix' eiiq/loytx! in a 

village. 

Section 12 of the same Act says — 

The Paiichnyat Khali from time t<» finie <let«*rnuiie tlie moolhly KalurieH of the 
chaukdiars to be appointed. 

Act I of 1892 curtailed all these |K>wers <»f the Panchayat, Section 7 
of Act I of 1892, says — 

The District Magistrate •hall determine the Dumbcfr of chaukidars to bo omployed 
in a village. • 

Section 8 of the same Act says — 

The aalaries of cliaukidarti appoinUnl uliall bo determined by the Diatrict MagU- 
irate. 

And Act V of 1919 proceeds on that basis. Stx.tion 21 of the Act 

8»y8 — 

niunber of chankidara to be employed in a anion, the eaUry to be paid to 
them, and the cost of their equipment, shall be determined from time to time by 
the DUtrict Magietrmte. 
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Then, again, take the question of the appointment and dismissal of 
chaukidurs. Section 35 of the Act of 1870 says — 

The PaiH’hayat shall appoint the persona to be chnukidars under this Act, and 
may from time to time, with the sanction of the Magistrate, dismiss any such 
chaukidars. 

Section 11 of the Act of 1892 nays — 

The Pnncimyat slinll, when n vacancy exists, nominate a person lo he a chnukidar 
under this An and tiie District Mnj'istrate shall, if satisfied with such nomina- 
tion, apiKunt such nominee to be chaukidar. 

Section 20, Muh-nection (/) of the jiresent Act accepting this modifica- 
tion Hays — 

The union b<»nrd shall, when a vacancy exists, nominate a person to be a 
dafadar or a diaukidar under tins A<t, the District Magistrate shall, if satisfied 
with Kurh nomination, tt|)|a)int such nominee, or if the District Magistrate is not 
satisfied with such nomination, the District Magistrate shall appoint any person 
whom he thinks fit, to he a dafadar <ii a chaukuK i. 

All |K)wciH of apiMiiiitineiit and disini.ssal liave thus Wen given to the 
District Magistrate. Then, again, suh-section ( 2 ) of the same st^ction 
provides — 

The Distnr-t Magistrate* or the union hoard, with the sunctiim of the District 
Magistrati', may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar. 

Then, again, take the tiuestlon of puni.slunent of (haukidarM and 
dafadars for niisconduct. Sc*etion 38 of thi* Act of 1870 say.s — 

Kvery chaukidar who may be guilty of any wilful misconduct in his office or 
neglect of duty, shall he liable to a fine wliidi shall not exceed the amount of 

one montirs salary. 

iSection 22 of the present Art Hava — 

Any dafadar or chnukidar who in cudtv of anv wilful misconduct in his office or 
neglect of his duty, etc., shall bejiable to be punished by the District Magistrato 
with fine not exce«*ding tlie amount of one month’s salary or by the union board 
with fine not exc'tMKling one quarter of a month’s salary 

Thus it will he seen that although *“ the theory that the village 
watch is a municipal institution w’a< definitely adopted after much 
controvtM'HV in 1870, and although Act VI of that year wa.s based on 
the asHumption that the chaukidar was purely a village servant, 
employed for the protection of the lives and property of the villagers 
and looking to the village community for the regular payment of the 
remuneration to which he w^as entitled,” yet ” the tendency of later 
legislation was,” a.s the District Adrainistratioii Committee says, 
” in the direction of strengthening the eontnd of the Magistrate and 
Police over the ixinchayats and the chaukidars; and. under Act I of 
1892, the power of apiwinting, punishing, and dismissing chaukidars, 
a.s well as of determining their numhtus and fixing their salaries has 
been vestetl in the Di.strict Magistrate, who, with the sanction of the 
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OoomiiMioDer, can delegate this power to any Subdivisioual Magis* 
irate of the first class, or to the District Superintendent of Police. 
In practice, the power of fining cbaukidars and of apiK)inting and dis- 
missing them, subject to the Magistrate’s apj>roval, has in most 
districts been delegated to the District Superintendent of Police, who 
alone, as a rule, exercises these powers in Sadar subdivisions, while in 
outlying subdivisions, tiie Subdivisional Officers and the District 
Superintendent of Police has concurrent jurisdiction. 

The Indian Police Commission of IDOl^-Od also deplored the 
increasing tendency to deiwrtmentaliw* the rural iH)lice; and the Presi- 
dent system, intrinluced by Mr. Savage two years later, was designc<l 
wdth the object of freeing the jmmdmyats from jxdice infiiiciice and of 
emphasising the essential character of the chaukidar us a village 
servant. '' 

But in spite of it, not only the municiiial iheorv* of village W’atch 
has not l)een revived, but the Act of has done a greater injustne 
by keeping intact all the extra-munici|H4l control of village uatrh, and 
at the same time fastening the whole resi>onsibility for its mainten- 
ance as well as that for all and sundry rural improvements on the 
ItH-al bodies. Even Mr. Hughes-Buller, the late Ins|HH'tor-(ieneral 
Polii’e, had the fairness to recogniz<* that if the village jxdiie W'ere 
removed from the control of the |Minchayats, they must l>e jwiid hy the 
(lovernmeiit. That would have released at least Us. fit) hikh^ uitnually 
for village pui^K»scs and imp^o^ement of rural areas. But while that 
is not done In the unfair eiia< tment of PHJt, it gives a shadowy rontrol 
of village watch, and yet fastens the whoh* burd<‘n of its uj^kis^p on 
the starving villages. The District Administration (^)mmittee n*|K)ri 
maintained that it is essential t(» effective police work in the villages ” 
that tlie weakness of the panchuyats should lx* nmioved arifl that real 
effort should l)e made to improve their jxwition and se< iire their 
co-o})e»ration, but the Benga] Aot of 1910 doe« nothing in Unit 
direction. 

Now as regards other matters connected with village self-govern- 
ment, the position of the fwinchnyaU or the union boards has b(»en 
deliberately weakened. Take, for instanee, another very imjM^rtant 
problem, the questiem of aswssmeiit of the union rate. Well, the 
union board, i.e., all the n*presentative.s of the villagers may lie quite 
satisfied with the assessment they make, yet the District M igistrate 
may of his own motion — mark this — not uj>oii complaint on , call 
for the records and revise the assessment and the union board like a 
good boy, must obey and art up to his orders, and must realijse the 
rjitea as settled by the District Magistrate — who certainly canmit have 
moto intimate knowledge of the conditions of the vBlagerii— even 
though the assessment be arbitrary and quite opposed to their convio- 
lipQ and ideas of justice. Compared with this how much more lib(*ra] 

19 
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are the provisionH of the Bengal Municipal Act. Section 111-A ol 
Art JII of 1884 says.— 

Jf at any lime it appears to the local Government on the report of the Gemi- 
ni i^^sioner of the Diviaion that the asBessment in any municipality is insufficient 
or ineiju liable, and if the Commissioners have not appointed an assessor under 
MH'iiuii 4fJ, the local Government may, by an order in writjn^^, require the Com* 
rnissionerH of surh municipality to revise and amend such assessment, or to show 
such order aitliin n time to be specitied therein; and if the Com* 
niiNsioners fail to comply with such order, or if, in the opinion of the local Govern* 
tiKUit, tlic n’vi.sed and amended assessment is insufficient or inequitable, the local 
Government may, by an order in writing, require the Commissioners to appoint an 
asM'SSor of municipal taxes for such municipality, within a time and for a period to 
lie HfH'cihed in su< h order ; and such assessor shall exercise all the powers of assess- 
ment except under sections 113, 114 and 110, vested by thia Act in the Commis- 
sioners. 

JI<1ro we Hee that the controlling authority is the local Govemr 
miMit, and yet ho high an authority does not directly interfere with 
the inuni( i{Mil aMseMHment hy its executive ofhceiH, but anks the munici- 
jml commissioners to revise the a-ssessment themselves, or to apixiint 
an assessor who has to go to the sjiot, see things for liimself, acquaint 
himself with l<K'al conditions and then assess the taxes. 

Thus, us Mr. Pargiter and Mr. Duval, observe — 

TIm» section (in the Municipal Act) provides a remedy with the minimum of 
inconvenience and with the greatest regard for the dignity of the Commissioners, 
and is iiitendiHl ordy for cases of unquestionable neoeasity. 

While, therefore, the authors of the Munuijial Act have so much 
eonsiderution for the representatives of the pt'ople, and really imopose 
l<i train them in the metliods of wdf-government, the authors of the 
ViUuge Self-Government Act have got no such scruples, and suggest 
only a rough and ready solution and authorize unlimited interference 
hy the executive without proju^r and luleijuate safeguard. 

Then there is another very imixirtant question on which the Act, 
as at jireseni framed, does Jrtit offer a satisfactory solution. Amplify- 
ing the sro|n^ of section llH-C of the floral Self-Government Act of 
1885, tile Village Self-Government Act. no doubt, invests the union 
Ixmrds with jiowers to tax the villagers as much and as often as they 
could wish, to give effect \jo their varied programme and to realise 
their manifold objects, but afiart from the almost unlimited powers 
of new* luxation to secure the ways and means, the union boards 
cannot legitimately claim, as a matter of right, any the least portion 
of the proceeds of the existing taxes and cesses, and have been made 
eiitindy dejamilent ujkui the uncertain charity and undefined doles of 
the district boonl. 

Even the District Administmtion Committee euggeeted Hiat the 
pul|li<' works ws should go to finance the Tillage unions. They 
remarked : — 

Tbs transfer of the publir works cess to district boards providM tba mimn 
of ftnanciog onion committees, and removes one of the chief diffionllias m the 
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wmy 6f their more extended use that hare been experienoed in the past. It has been 
■nggested to us that two-thirds or some other proportion of the public works oeis 
might be distributed among all the combined chaukidan and local self-government 
unions in a district, thus giving each union fn>ro Rs. 200 to Rs. 400 annually, a 
sum sufficient large to effect some appreciable improvement. We have no doubt 
that, if this or a similar suggestion for financing union coiunuttees is adopted, 
there will be found many committees m every district who, under the guidance? of 
sympathetic officers, will be ready to utilize the powers given to them by section 115 
and the following sections of the Local Se4f-Go\ ernnient Act III of 18H5, and to 
supplement their resources by loiol assessments made by themKclves under seciicn 

ns-c. 

Hut the authors of the Village Self-Government Act, without 
making any such definite provision, and simply pinning their faith to 
section 37, leaves the whole knotty question of financing the union 
boards as unsolved ns ever. 

I do not propose to make an exhaustive survery. Sir, of all the 
defects of the existing Act but such are the vital defects w.hich make 
the self-government conferred by thin Act an absolutely unsubstantial ♦ 
airy, nothing, and which urgently call for the immediate amendment 
of the Bengal Village Self-(ioveniiuent Ac't of 19111. But jierhuim, 
far and away the greater, if not the greatest consideration, urging 
the amendment of the Village Self-Government Act is the very first 
jirinciple laid down by the illustrious authors of the lieforms. At 
page 123 of the Be|K)rt on Tnduin ('onstitutional B4*forms they «ay — 
Thera 8ho«ild be, ns fur as possible, c-omplete p<tpular control in l«>c«I bodies 
and the large.' r t ( s i !■ indeis^ndciice for them of outside ('ontrol, 

I ask the Government to look to the provisions of the Act in question 
and say if these satisfy thi.s great principle. My submission is that 
tested by such a j>rinciple, the provisions will 1m* found wanting and 
hence I venture to commend such a resolution to the a<'c«‘pt*i.nce of 
thi.s House. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that this ('ouncil recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee of official and non-official 
members of this rouncil, with a non-official majority, l>e apiM>inted to 
suggest necessary* amendments to the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, 1919. 

My resolution is almost the same, as has lx*en moved hy Ilai Haren- 
dranath Chaudhuri, with this differeni'e, that I give the HonMde the 
Minister more latitude in the selection of the preportion of the members 
for the committee. There are two legislative enac tments in Bengal, 
dealing primarily with the unit of our village organisations, the old 
Chaukidari Act and the Village Self-Oovernment Act at 1919. The 
hitter was usherc^d into existence with a great de^il of flourish, as lay- 
ing the true foundation of self-government, but like many an artifi- 
cial measure of Reforms, it has fallen fiat on the exjuntry. There 
leas quite a hope that it might be extended to all the districts of 

19 a 
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Bengal, but, so far, it Las failed to appeal to the {leople. And there 
is nothing to bo wondered at that. The very preamble of the Act, 
was against its success. The preamble says — 

Whereas it is expedient to develop self-goveminent in the rural areas of Dengal 

eU‘, ft<-. 

When the development of self-government is regarded as an expedi- 
denl, it is bound to fail. Expediency may be made to cover a multi- 
tude of political sins, but when it is made to cover self-government 
also, wlmt can you exjiect? There is nothing expedient about true 
self-government. It may Ik* exfiedient to Imcott the Councils or not, 
but true dev(doj»ment of self-government or swaraj is no expedient. It 
is I he birth-right of the iH*ople. Unless this birth-right is recognized, 
no amount of ex|K‘dient Acts will develop self-government. As 
in tln' preamble, so in the various sections of the Avi itself, a 
futile attempt has been made to effort a compromise betweeiJ the 
stern and eternal rigidity of the steel frame of the ('ivil Sendee 
an<l the true aspirations of the i)eople. This attempt between 
a desire to keep the real power in the bunds of the Imreaucrticy and to 
make a show of giving self-government can never suc(‘-eed. It has 
faih'd in the dyanby — it was bound to fail, and it has failed here also. 
The Governnuoit has been obliged to admit that it has failed. When 
this Act was introduced, Government hojH^d that it might be extended 
to all the districts of Bengal. But this ho|K* has been naturally 
frustnBed. The conseipience is that the old Chauki<lari A(‘t has 
remained in force in many of the districts t)f Bengal. Indeed, the 
Government hud so little ho|)e of the future ]>rt)s|>ect of the Village 
Self-Gov(*rnment Act being extended, that they hastened to amend the 
('haukidari Act in .Inly last. In spite of strenuous Government 
opiKisition, this (\)unril has been able to amend the ('haukidari Act 
in aeconlaiu'e with the .solutan' principle of giving the real jx>wer in 
the hands of the iKinehayat. The C'ounril Ims been able to insist that 
the j^'ojde, wdio pay the money, must have the I’eal jww'er — no sham 
|K)wer under the eternal tutelage of the J)istri<‘t Magistrate. Now that 
the old antediluvian CImukidari Act has lieeu changed according to this 
new mentality of the |K»ople, it would Ik* anomalous and absurd to keep 
the Village Self-Government Act in its old stiff frame. It must be 
amended iu manner that the |ieopIe may have some real jiower. 

You cannot keep a nation in eternal leading strings. If you really 
mean lliat the ]K*ople should get tnie s\rarnj, and not a sham raj of 
bureaucratic |x>tency, the true beginning must be made at the village, 
the n*nl centre of the jxn»ple’s lives. The importance of real village aelf- 
goverinuent in a (x>uniry, where 90 per cent, of the people live in 
villages cannot be over-rated. i 

liet us look at some of the existing sections of this Act. Take, fof 
examtde, sections IHI and 21. The apfiointment or dismissal of dafa- 
dars and ckaukidars, their numbers and salaries are all in the handi 
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of the Magistrate. The union board will raise the money for their 
salariies, but the Magistrate must decide their number and salary’. 
Can anything be more ridiculous? This Council has change<l all this 
in the Chaukidari Act. If this Council is to act logically it must amend 
the Tillage Self-Government Act accordingly. There is no tdher 
alternative. Then, again, let us Itwk at section 23 detining the jKJwers 
and duties of dafadars and chaukidars. Now, these i)eo|>le have to 
serve two master's — the police and the union boanl. We know very 
well that no one can serve two imisters — not t'ven a village chaukidnr. 
But here, in rural Bengal, the cliaukidar has to perform this remark- 
able task. This must Iw changed. Then let us take section 37. 
This is the financial nx^k, against which many a union lH>ard has 
broken or is likely to break tt> pieces. It would taki» nu» a long time 
to discuss this and the following .sections, which have ('aiisc<l the 
failure and unix)pularity of many a union Ixmrd. I shall try. to place 
my views l>efore the committee, when ap)K>inted, but 1 cun iissure this 
Coun(‘il that unless the.se sections are amended, we must give up all 
hojJe for its success. There are several other imjiortant sections that 
need amendment, and 1 put it to the ('ouncil that if it wants that self- 
government should 1 h* really d(‘velo|x»<l in the (ountry, this most 
fciniK)rtant Act must l)e amended according to Uie change of mentality 
that has taken j^uce in the (’ountry during the la.st three yi*ars. 
There i" no going back. There is no question of whelher the jx'opli^ 
are fit. I'aking for granted the buieamratic argument that tin* )K*ople 
are not fit, I say — “ you cannot learn to swuin unless you get into 
the water." I say, that j>eople are fit enough \o run village^ H«*lf- 
government. If you tie their hands, how <‘an they slmw that they can 
work? (live them ample st'cqx* and .see what they can do. 

With the amendment of the Village Sidf-Governnieiit Act. the 
IxK’ul Self-Government Act of IHHi) must also Ih*- amended. That has 
become hoixdessly out of date. I am glad that my friend, Balm Bhismu- 
dev Das Las brought up the malU*r. I accord my full suiq»ort to his 
resolution. 

I am glad to find that the Ilon’ble the Minister, in accordame with 
the change of mentality of the nation, has taken up the huge task of 
amending the GalcutUi Municiiwl Act. I think. Sir, what is sauce 
for the g(x>se is also sauce for the gander. What the C'alcutta rx^ople 
can expect from the Reforms, 90 iier writ, of the jH'Ople of Bengal 
who live in the mufaasal, may also expiMi from tlie Hon'hh* iho 
Minister. Before sitting down, I most earnestly apfieal to the Hon'hle 
the Minister that what he has been pleased to do for (Calcutta, he may 
fci» pleased to do for the mufassal. This is but fair and just. 

Mr. i. W. COODEs Government recognise, from tbe various n>solu- 
tioiw, which the members of this Counoil from time to time have 
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desired to move, that there is a demand to some extent for the amend- 
ment of the Villa^fe Self -Clovern men t Act. We do not at all admit 
that the Act has failed by reason of any inherent defects. The last 
si)eiiker and various other sjieakers, who have preceded me, have taken 
the extraordinary attitude that certain minor defects of the Villag^e 
Self-(i6veninient Act have had the effect of rendering it un]x>pular‘ 
among the musses. I ask this House whether that is a position which 
can for a moment l)e accepted. Can it be believed that the ordinary 
cultivator takes the slightest interest in the various sections which 
are compriHe<l within that Act? It is the principle and the basis of 
the Act with which he is most concerned. Now the basis and the 
principle of this Act was an honest attempt on the i>art of Oovem- 
ment to revive the old system of village self-government and to give 
villagers a real and substantial i>art in the management of their own 
affairs. No one can deny — I defy any of the sj)i»akers who preceded 
me to prove it in any way — that there is anything in the basis of that 
Act which is not a leal attempt to give self-government in the villages. 
They may say that there are minor defects in it. such as that the 
Histrict Magistrates have Wen given too much jxiwer and that the 
hands of the |>anchayals are tie<l; they may make minor suggestions 
and changes in that Act hut the basic’ principle of the Act they cannot 
deny, and 1 suggest that it is absurd for memliers to contend seriously 
that the failure of this Act to win its way in the villages of Bengal 
is duo to the defects against whiih their criticism is directed. They 
know' very w'ell that the failure is largely due t(» the iu>n-co-oiX‘ration 
agilatijm. Government has done all 'in its |H>wer to encourage the 
di-strict iKiards to ai>ply for the exten.sion of the Act, but we have 
Ikmmi hojxdessly hundicup|)ed by otht‘r |)olilical influences, and if the 
Act has failed 1 submit it was duo to no inherent demerits of the 
Act hut that it was due to |>olitical influences, for which Government 
is in no w'ay resixmsible. i admit that tliere may W minor chajiges 
which aie desirable. It is evident from the sj^eechee which have been 
made that many memWrs take that view' and Government have no 
objection to any defects of that Act Ixung remedied. But I would 
jKiint out that it is surely a cumbrous and unnecessary method to 
apiioint a commit tei» for tliat purjwse. This Uou.se two days ago 
summarily thn'W’ out a Bill which the Shah Sahib wished to introduce 
proix)sing some minor amendments of the Act. This House will shortly 
consider another Bill somewhat on the same lines which Mr. Bijoy- 
promul Singh Koy projMwes to introduce. We have apfdied to the 
Government of India for sanction to introduce that Bill. During the " 
second reading of tlie Bill memWrs will have ample opportunity ol 
stating their views on the underlying principles of the Act. It is 
therefore absolutely unnecessary now to waste the time of members ol 
this House and of Government officers (who wiU have to assist the com- 
mittee) by appointing a committee for the sole purpose ol suggesting 
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«tich amendmentfi in this particular Act. I would go a little further. 
It is hardly the work of the liCgi.'^lative Council to take up an Act and 
consider how it should be amended. It is their business to leffislate 
and for a private member to initiate legislation, if need he. 1 do not 
think it is ordinarily a p«irt of their duties to criticise an Act and 
generally to make proposals for it.s amendments. 

As regards the Local Self-Government Act, the case of Government 
is even stronger. Government has recognised for years that the Local 
Self-Government Act is out of date and that it i.s essential that changes 
should l)e made in it. (Hear, hear.) But we ore limited in our 
resources and in the staff which we have. It is im|x)ssible for the 
Ijegislative Dejuirtment, which has its hands already full with iin|K>ri.- 
ant Acts, such as the Calcutta Munii iixil Bill and tlie Bengal Mnniciixil 
Bill, to undertake a Bill of tliis magnitude immediately. It is unlikely 
also that we should l)e able to draft a new Local Self-Government Bill, 
which w'oiild adequately cover the grounds of liK*al administration within 
40() to 50() se<'ti()ns and that is a work of many months. 1 suhmil 
that a committee sitting to make general suggestions to GovernnuMit 
for the framing of such a Bill would uchievi^ very little useful work. 
We have a large mass of maU‘rial already available in the Se<Tetariat. 
We would have to digest that material Wfore w’e could fwodut'e a 
draft, w'hich will ultimately have to W circulated to Imal bodies ami 
memlKM’s of tlii.s C’ouih il for opinion. 1 would ask members (4> give 
us time as our hamls are at jireseni (piite full witli these two im]>ort- 
ant Bills wliich are now |x*ndiiig. If a committee is ajqK/inted, 1 
presume it will In* my unhappy duty to lay the enormous muss of 
materials cidlected iH'fore the committee and it will he m\ task to 
collate and sift that material in order that memls'is may he in a ))Osi- 
tion to make definite ])ro(iK»suls to Government. Well, Sir, 1 lan 
promise on Induilf t)f the TIon'hle the Minister that we are just an 
anxious as they are to product' this Iak uI Self-Government Bill as early 
a.s jK)ssilJe. We had ho|)ed in fact that a draft might he in tlu' hands 
of the Ijegislative Deiwirtment and it might have Ijeen cirrulat<^i to 
local bodies for opinion by the mid of this year. But the Bengal 
M]unicipal Bill has proved to he a much larger measure than we had 
anticipated. It has over 500 sections with several imixirtant h< heilules 
and it has been impossible for us to scamp or hurry Uiat work. I 
would urge members to pause liefore they decide to overburden this 
department with additional work by the appointment of this 
committee. 

To the raemliers who have suggested that the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act still keeps the villagers in tutelage, may I give an assurance 
Irom Government that when the Bill propoeed by Mr. Bijoyprosad 
Bingh Roy comes before this House it will be seen that Government 
has no desire to burke the most thorough discussion of any point that 
nwy be raised. 



284 


LOCAL & TILLAGE SELF-GOVT. ACTS [23ed NoV. 


A« iMpparfls tlif' Local *SclLGovemmeiit Act it has been guggested 
by mei iWg that we should have a very short amending Bill to 
take the most urgent sections in the Act. The Hon’ble the Minister 
entirely approves of mme urgent legislation of the Act being under- 
taken, ami I understand he will make some proposals to the House on 
that ixjint. But there again I would lisk for time. Government will 
lx» in-olmldy jireiKired to undertake that; i)ending preparation of a large 
amending Bill we will pre^mre a short Bill covering a few of the sec- 
tions which are in most urgent need of amendment, but anything 
further, I think, would he imiKHsible for Government to do. I hope 
then^fore that memWrs will not 1 m' misled by the apfjeals whicdi have 
Ihmui made by Babu Lidu Bhushan Diitta, but they will recognize the 
facts of the case arid realize that (lovernment is anxious to meet their 
wishes in the matter as soon as j»ossible. I would strongly opjx>se the 
prt)lK>HaJ to apiKjint a committee for this purpose. 

Rm JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Mr. Goode as 
usual has siKiken very strongly and ^ymp«it helically. But what we 
desire in this: He and the llon’ble the Minister should lx* willing 
to bring in a short amending Act. In this connection why should not 
ho consult us many memlrers ivs desire to siXMik to him before emlnxly- 
ing the changes which ho inUmdg to do? Is it not much Iretter that 
ho should consult the memlwrs of this (V)uncil beforehand? If that 
is done I have no doubt this pro|X)sal for a committe<* would In* dro[>i)ed. 
All that we r(S|uire is that be should informally, as lie did in tlie case of 
tin’ Munici]»al Bill, consult us. Now, Sir, if that is done, I have no doubt 
that all these resolutions to appoint a committ(»e will be di-op|x*d. Tlimi* 
is OIK' matter wbirdi I now' w’ant to press u|H>n the Hoirblo the Minister. 
Sinee yesterday I have Is'en pres.sed witii a very great burden upon 
my mind. We have lH»eii here for two years and there is oniy one year 
left of our existence. Wha^ have w'e done for the country? Ami 
the reason is this: that w'e have got no money? How are we to go 
before our constituency next year and w'ith what record? The only 
thing tliat we have done is medieal relTef and something about drink- 
ing water. Even then 1 got a comjdaint yesterday that we have got 
no money. Now money ean surely lie raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would dmw your attention to the fact that we 
are discussing the projiosal to appoint a committee to amend the Bengal 
laical Self-Government and tlie Village Self-Government Acts. W© 
are not discussing any financial pro|X)sal. I hojie you will understand 
that. 

Rai JOCENDRA ONUNDER CHOSE BahMllir: Yes, I nndmtand 

it. Now what 1 desire to say is that money must be found and unless 
YOU amend the Road and Public Works Cess Act and tbe Ixx^l Self- 
Government Act we shall never agree to any t^^xation. Further it is 



1922.] 


LOCAL & VILLAGE SELF430VT. ACTS. 


285 


necesflftry that you should amend the liixal Self-Government Act and 
the Road Cess Act in a manner in which it may be acceptable to the 
people that they will be willing to pay taxes. 

Khan Bahadur MatilYi WASIMUODiN AHMED: It is only the 
wearer who knows where the shoe jnnches and 1, as chairman of » dis- 
trict boai*d in BenguL know very well under what disadvantuges we have 
l)een working for the last few years under the prewMjt Act The ('hair- 
men of the district l)oards are quite handicupiHHl and they cannot c(>i>** with 
the new denmnds that are being made on their resouires. Becently 
tlie motor vehicles have made considerable iwogress of extension in the 
*mufa8sal and we know that mufassal nuids are only intended for 
bulhx’k cart traffic, which cannot weigh more than 20 maiinds luul these 
20 maiinds are distributed over 10 |K)ints — I mean two wheels and 
eight feet of the bullcH'ks, whereas motor vehicles weigh two tons and 
the district IkhvicI roiwls are cbimaged. In order to n^medy 11 um my 
worthy friend, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy brought up a resolution 
towards the lM*ginning of this year for amending the law by fnuning 
some rules under the Motor Vehicles Act. At that time the IIon’bh‘ 
the Minister gave an assurance that under the present law he is not 
com,l>etent to frame any ruJc*s but that he would bring forward an 
amendment uucbT tlie Local Scdf-Government Act so as to emjKiwer 
the distric't Ixiards to deal with motor vehicdes in the mufassal. We 
have IxHUi waiting and waiting for that legislation and we do not know 
how to dtnil with tliese motor vehich‘s. Motor veholes are dividtxl 
under thc‘ rules into two clussc's: h<*uvy and , light. Vehi<de« over 
two tons are considere<l as heavy and less than two tons light. Now 
tlie district hoard nmds are not meant for these motor vehicles or 
taxis, however light they may U*; hut the district IsKirds have no 
power to stop them. In my district there is a pucca road from Ishurdi 
station to Pabna meant for hullcK'k carts hut all sorts of mot4>r vehic les 
are running c»n that road and the district hoard has not funds enough 
to re]iair it. As scxin as it is once repaired it is damaged 
again by the use of the motor cars. This yc^ar I lave 
been told that the contractors cannot go on with the work unless 
the running of motor curs is stopjied, hut the district board has no 
power to deal with this. If it is not |K>jiHihle to revise the rulee 
under the Motor Vehicles Act it is jxwsihle to give some iioweis to the 
chairmen of the district hoanls by an amendment of the Local Self- 
Government Act in regard to the control of these motor vehicles. My 
friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, has n^feirtnl to another 
difficulty as to realising cost for masonry wells. There are fair- 
weather tracks in the mufassal and they are meant for wheeled traffic, 
fiut in these tracts there are some narrow channels which get muddy 
during the rainy season and the cartmen have to spend Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 
in order to extricate their carts. The district boards under section 86 
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of the Ix)ral Self-Government Act had been given the power to levy 
tolls for making cauflewayg or Irish bridges over tbese channels; the 
cartmeii then will gladly jpay a few annas in order to save their carts 
from falling into the mud and the district boards will have some money 
towards the construction and the upkeep of the bridges. The bridges 
interfere with the boat traffic and we may easily have cause way.s instead 
of bridges. Then, again, my friend has referred to section 200 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act. So far back as 1911 there was a committee 
al>out the sanitation in mufassal areas, where I made a suggestion that 
section 200 should Ix^ incorporated in the Local Self-Government Act, 
so as to give pow’er to the district boards to deal with insanitary 
dohas. This question came up l)€fore the district boards’ conference 
and Mr. O’MaJley pointed out to me that some portion of this section 
wtwi in(‘or|)orated in the Village Self-Government Act, but some anomaly 
has arisen in this (connection. In the Village Self-Government Act 
iwwer has be(*n given to ask a owner to improve or remove the nuisance, 
but that iK)wer has not l)een given to the village unions to do the work 
itself and tlieu to realize the cost. T need not dilate ujwn this point. 
It is well-known to Government. Mr. (iCKnle has raisiMl the (piestion 
that he is overworked. I sym|>alhise with him but at the same time 
he must l(M>k at our ('ondition. We have lx*en suffering these two 
years and we cannot Ir» made to snffer any more. Is it not ix>.ssible to 
ai>|K>int a small committee to draft a Hipall Bill so that the immediate 
necessities of the district board can Ix' met? We reijuire some imix)rt- 
aiit amendments in the Act. A small Bill (oiisistiiig of Uui sections 
wo\il(l do. In the case of the Sec retary being overworked the Hon’ble 
th(^ Minister may apixunt a small committee consisting of two or three 
infuiilHU's, among whom my friend, Khan Bahadur Mtiulvi Hmaduddin 
Ahmed, may lx* one to draft this Bill. We have lx‘eu waiting and wait- 
ing for long. When 1 say thest* things. I think, I rcprcxluce the views 
of all the chairmen of distrii t boards, and with all the emphasis that T 
can command I submit that this amendment should lx* taken up at 
once. Whether it is taken up by Govepiment or a eomniittee, I have 
no objection. The thing is wanted, not the eommittet*. I attach 
im|x>rtnnce to the work and not to the i>er.sonnel. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE S I only desire to put a question ta the Hon’ble 
the Minister. Will the Hon’hle the Minister see his way to invite all 
the district b<>ards of Bengal without delay to submit their suggestiomi 
regarding the amendment of the Tiocal Self-Government Act? Their 
suggestions will, I think, be very useful to Government in framing the 
amending legislation. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN FAL Bahadur: I must say that the 
speeches that have been delivered by my friends from the mufassal 
have considerably influenced their colleagues residing in Calcutta. 
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When I remember that the Bengal Village Sell-Go vemment Act waa 
the product of the memorable resolution of lx)rd Kij)on in 188^1, and 
when I remember that the Act was introduced in the shai>e of a Bill by 
Colman Macaulay in 1885 and has been in existence during the last 87 
years without any amendment, I think, Sir, that very fact shows that 
a strong case has been made out for an amendment to bring it into 
harmony with present conditions. That Act, as has been admitted 
from the Government bench, is now out of date. Though it was enacted 
as long ago as 37 years, the Act has gone on without any attention 
being paid to it either by Government or by the liCgislature. The 
Bengal Legislative Council itself has undergone constitutional changes 
not less than four times during that period, but the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act still retains the shape in which it was passetl in 1885. 

The proi> 08 als, the concrete proposals, that have l>een put forward 
in the resolutions have appealed to us. The villages want to iiupmve 
their sanitary condition; they want t(> improve the water-supply, hut 
they have not got the necessary iK»wer in the matter. That jKunt has 
l)een udniirahly dwilt with by my friend, Khan Bahadur Muulvi Kmudud- 
din Ahmed, and 1 am of o]»inion that no time should la* lost in introdm ing 
a shoH amending Bill in order to give some immediate relief to the 
village community of Bengal. With reference to some ot the observa- 
tions that have fallen from Mr. Goixle in regard t4> the Bengal V illnge 
Self-Government Act, although 1 recognise, as he says, that there is every 
desire on the jiait of tli<‘ Hon’ hie the Minister to give the la'iiefit of the 
Reforms to the iHH)])le, 1 must disagree with him when he says that 
the Act IS not uniKipulai with the masses and that the mass do not care 
whether the real jM)wer is vested in the Ixsly of llie jH'ople who repre- 
sent them or in the Magistracy wliich overrule (hem. It is (juite true 
that a semblance of representative constitution has l>een gninl<Mi to 
the village community in the shape of the Village 8elf-Gt»vemment 
Act, but they are given the power only to collec’t money; (he right to 
8{)end it is practically in the hands of the Magistmte-('olliH’(or of the 
district. He is the master of the situation. His (xiiiimnnd must be 
obeyed, and if it is not obeyed, he can overnile them. I think that is 
still the i>osition in the Reformed Government under which we are now 
living, and I am sure that if there i.s any one who is anxious to do away 
with this anoi'hronism so far as the villages at least concerned, it 
is the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Baiierjea, who is in the hapjiy l>osi- 
lion of being Minister in charge of the Ilepariment of Local »Self-Gov- 
emment. I am sure that in view of the def<*<*ts of the A(‘t that have 
been so vividly jKirt rayed hero tcMlay, the Hon 'hie the Minister will 
give bis attention to the matter and lose no time in remedying them. 

• On the question whether a committee should lie appointed or not 
die Excellency the Governor has given his general direction. We 
have got a standing committee — an advisory committee attached to 
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evory department of Government to BcrutiniEe the affairs of the depart- 
ment and make recommendations. If any consultation is necessary in 
an infoniial or official way, or if any discussion of any proposals which 
the Goveniraent propose to introduce before the Leg^islative Council is 
necessary, why should not advantage be taken of these standing com- 
mittees? Why should not they be utilized for the purpose, I fail to 
urulerstand. If we are to appoint a separate committee on every ques- 
tion, it would l)e an impossible thing. It would not only add to the cost, 
l)ut it would also, I l)elieve, throw an amount of labour on Government 
officials which they would not be able to oo|)e w’ith. I think when we 
have got the standing tjommittees, they should be utilized for this pur- 
pose. 

The suggestion that fell from Mr. I). C. Ghose was my idea as 
well, and it remains for the Hon’ble the Minister now to call a confer- 
ence of chaimen of district boards on this im|K)rtant matter. I think. 
Sir, that more g(KMl will result from such a conference than from a com- 
mittee whicli it will take some time to apiK>int, and go through all the 
formality and ex]>ense. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I am not much in favour of 
the ai)|K)intment of committees. Committees are genemlly meant to 
shedve matters, but w'e want something real. The lx)cal Self-Goveni- 
ment Act was passed in 1885. It is nearly 87 years old, and it liow 
re<juires sonu* change. In those days there were official chainuen and 
th(' difficulties of the district boards were far ]t\ss than what the non- 
(ffiicial cluiirineii are experiencing in managing the affairs of the dis- 
trict Iniards. Only a few minutes ago we heard the Chairman ot the 
Piibna District Ihmrd, a veteran pleader of that place, who trie<l to 
answer all the issues in n'gjird to the difficulties of the Act; so I need 
not dilate (ni that question. I wM>uld only suggest that the e4n'lier a 
short Act is introduced, 4ht^ better would it be for the country. As 
regards the Village Self-Govenuiient Act, I would like to say that this 
Act was passed only thm* years back. It has not Ix^en given a fair 
trijil yet, Mr. Goode said that nn attempt was made in the Act to revive 
the village institutions of the jmst. We all know that in the gCKMl 
old days of the Hindus — as a Hindu I must say that those days were 
very got>d;— villagers wore allowt^l freedom of action in the affairs of 
their own Villages, But, fortunately or unfortunately, days have 
changed, and the good English Government have thought it fit to revive 
the institutions of the past which worked admirably in those days. I 
must admit that in the Village Self-Government Act there are many 
things w'aiiting, things which are of vital importance to the working 
of the village community. In the old days the Kings had no power tp 
nominate any merabt^r to the village committees; the members wefte 
elected by the villagers themselves. But in the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act that was passed, Government had taken to themselves the 
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power of appointing some of the members. Time will show whether 
the Village Self-Government Act is an improvement upon the form of 
village Government that was in vogue in the days of the Hindus, We 
shall discuss those points later on. For the present, 1 think that the 
appointment of a committee will do no good, and with these few wonls 
1 support the resolution that originally stood in the name of Rui 
Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, but which has been so ably mov<*d 
by my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddiii Ahmed. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahatflir: 1 desire to add 
a few observ'ations on the discussion. Being associated with the dis- 
trict board, union boards, and municipalities for a very long time, 1 
have watched how the several Acts are working. When the Village 
Self-Government Act was inissed, 1 was very enthusiastic and 1 lent all 
my 8up{)ort to it, but in the practical working of the Act we have found 
a difficulty especially with reganl to funds. You wdll notice that ihert^ 
is a s{>ecial chapter in the Village Self-Government Act a>» regards 
funds. The funds are ct>nfine<l only to annual taxes on the owners or 
occupiers of buildings within the limit. Be.sides, the district boanls 
are authori8e<l to allow grants to the unions, but as a matter of fai t, 
those eontrilmtions are very’ small. I know' with ri'gard to a neigh- 
iKiuring district Iniard the contribution was alhnit Ks. IIM) and odd. 
Practically, therefore there is no working of the Act worth the nuim^ 
in the union boards. It is necessary, theref<»re, that the funds should 
be inen'ased, and how can that lx* done!^ If you want to tax the ]x^»]de, 
then' will be a strong opposition. They are accustomed tf> |>ay small 
sums of monev, and n(»w if you demand more money, there is an opposi- 
tion. r’onseijuently, it is nece.ssary that great (*are and attention 
should be paid for the acijuisition of money f(»r the purjK)He of the woik- 
ing of the Village Self-frovemment Act. 

Now, again, there was a hot diseu.ssion as to the appropriation of the 
load cess. The district boards are unable to pay large contributions 
to the unions, and, therefore, the unions are in a very difficult |s>sitioii. 
Whatever amount is now realiml by the union committee is H|K*nt 
towards the payment of establishment ehargi's. The result is that there 
is no proper water-supply; nothing of the kind. If you wish to have 
tube-wells, tliere is the pnictirn] difficulty. Therefore, it is a matter of 
deep regret that the Art is not working well. There is arudher fresh 
difficulty, and that is on account of the provisions in the Bengal IxHal 
Self-Government Act which also demands sciufiny and close examina- 
tion. If. therefore, the rouncil want to alter or mtslify the sections 
of the Village Self-Government Act, they ought at the same time to 
alter or modify the provisions of the Tx>cal Self-Government Art; they 
iUpst all go together. In addition to that, then* is another small Act, 
namely, the Chaukidari Art which again demands consideration and 
modlBcatiofi. Therefore, if a committee be appointed solely for the 
pnipoae of modifying the several sections tind provisions of the Village 
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Self-Government Act, that will not answer the purpose. It is necessary 
to take the other Acts into consideration, and the committee should go 
thoroughly into all the provisions of these Acts, but it will take a vOry 
long time as it is not a very easy task. References will have to be 
made, and conferences are to be held with the presidents of the union 
committees and chairmen of district l>oards: that will require a con- 
siderable time. It is necessary, therefore, that there should be a con- 
ference on the subject, and as our Hon’ble the Minister is very keen on the 
matter, I exi)ect much from him. I therefore submit that a confer- 
ence of the parties (“oncerned in the matter l)e held first and then the 
question of apiminting a committee may be discussed. At present the 
appointment of a committee will bo a premature one. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: I hnd from the 
agenda iMijver that there are five resolutions dealing with the amend- 
ment of the Rongul Village Self-Government Act ns well as the Lwal 
Self-Government Act. Some of these i-esolutions want a committee to 
be apiM)intcd to amend these Acts; and another, which has been moyed 
by my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kinaduddin Ahmed, wants that an 
immediate short amending Act should be j>assed. The (jiieslion Wfore 
the Council is, therefore, whether we should appoint a ( ommittee or jkish a 
short amending Act. The views of the (dmirmen of district hoards have 
been enunciated by my friends, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasiimiddin 
Ahmwl and Babu Tankanatli Chuudhuri, and other menilMMs of district 
Ixmrds, but nolMnly has yet presented the views of the rural |X‘ople. I, 
Sir, rise to represent the view.s of the rural jMMqde with regard to the 
amendment of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act. In this res- 
jHM't I am of opinion that the principle on which the Village Self-Gov- 
ernment Act is hosed is too bad and it should W rei>ealed and recast at 
once. Unless this is done, the Village Sedf-Government Act is a mock- 
ery and no g<H)d can l)e hnikout of it. My reasons for attacking the 
Act are enough. May T ask. Sir, as to why this Act was enacted and 
placed in the Statute B(x>kP Evidently for the reconstruction of the 
villages. If the reconst niction of the Village is not possible under the 
Act, it ought surely to be taken away frpm the Statute B(K>k. The pro- 
visions of the Village Chaukidari Act have ht'en incorporated in the 
Village Self-Government Act. From time immemorial, from the time 
when the Muhammadans were in power, the chnukidars used to be main- 
tained by assignment of lanj by the State, that is to say, part of the 
land of the country* was set apart for the maintenance of the chaukidan 
and these lands were known as chaukidari rhakran lands. The chauki- 
dars used to guard the villagers and used to do all the duty that is done 
hv the present-tlay chnukidars with this difference that they used to 
enjoy land set ai>art for their maintenance rent-free in lieu of wagey. 
During the days of Muhammadan rule, the xamindars were mere collec- 
tors of revenue, and they were also charged with the maintenance cl 
peace in their respective localities. Therefore, the land that was sel 
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apart ioT the maintenance of the chaukidars was the land of the State 
1 mean of the Sovereign Power, and not of the samindars who simply 
administered them on behalf of the Moghul Emperor, Therefore, it 
is iquite clear on a reading of the history as well as the economic con- 
dition of the country that chaukidars used to be maintained by the State 
and they enjoyed these lands rent-free in exchange for their services in 
guarding the vilh\ges. The villages weit^ administered by the itainin- 
dars as agents of the sovereign jK)wer and not by virtue of their pro- 
prietary right. Subsequently the decennial settlement came, whkdi 
was converted into the Permanent Settlement. Under tlie former 
8sse.Hsnient that was in vogue in the days of the Muhammadans the 
Kamindars 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not' quite sure how far your dis<'USHion of 
the chaukidari land question is relevant to the resolution under discus- 
sion. Perhnp.s you might come to the more relevant jKirt and. conclude. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: I mean to K4iy, 
Sir, that the chunk idari land belonged to the State and not to the 
zamindars. In an evil moment the jsamindars thought that l>ecM»use 
they administered the land, half of it lielonged to them and half to the 
State. They confiscated the chaukdari land, and it so came ulsmt that 
the i>eople were burdentMl with the maintenance charge of the (diaukidars. 
This is the (diaukidari Act. I'he land was taken away frf)in them and 
made over to the zamindars, and a certain nominal rent was reserved 
for payment to the chaukidari fund and the zamindars enjoyed the rest. 
Not only tlmt; they also made an annual profit out of the chaukidari 
land; for while they took the land from Goveniinent at a nominal rent, 
they settled the land with the |>eople at a rack-rent — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindly bring this part of your speecdi 
to a conrlu.sion if you do not mind, Mauivi Sahib? If you <‘ontinue to 
speak in this way on the chaukidars, I am afraid it will not Ih* over even 
by Christmas ! 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADASSUR HUSSAIN: My point is that 
the Act should lie amended in such a way that the land that has been 
wrongfully alienated from the chaukidars should be restored to them 
and made over to the union IxMvrds for the maintenance of the chuuki- 
dars. If that is not done, it is simply useless to draw up a constitu- 
tion for the village. Sir, the villagers are poor and over head and ears 
in debt. They are unable to pay more taxes 

Mr.* PRESIDENT: You have not yet come to the point. Just a 
Mw sentences more and please conclude. We have heard ver>’ little in 
yowc speech about the Village Self-Government Act. The whole of 
speech is full of references to the chaukidari chftran lands. 
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Mttllvi MAHAMMED MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: 1 beg to ralHoit 

that the samindars should be expropriated and the chaukidari land 
should be vested in the union boards so that the revenue may be set free 
and used for the reconstruction of the villages. Unless the zantiadars 
make little sacrifice, it is idle to expect any good results from the 
Village Self-(iovernment Act. 

MINISTER in charge ^ DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hofi’ble Sir Surendra Nath Bafier|ea): 1 feel 
I must congratulate the House on the zeal and enthusiasm with which 
they have discussed this question. It shows the abiding interest of 
the Bengal Legislative Council in the question of Local Self-Government 
upon which indeed the whole fabric of self-government in a larger 
measure may be said to rest. Before I proceed to refer to some of the 
Joints raised, T desire to clear my ground and to indicate what Govern- 
ment is prepared to do in connection with the proiwsals which have been 
laid before the Council. I say at once that I, on behalf of Government, 
accept the resolution of Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, which 
has been moved by my friend, the Chairman of the Rajshahi District 
Board. I have felt and 1 have often expressed the view that a short 
amending Act should be |mssed in order to vest in the district boanls 
lowers in regard to those urgent matters which ex|)erience has shown to 
Iw necessary. My friend has referred to some of those matters and I 
need not dwell iiixm them. VS^e are, therefore, prei>ared to circularise 
the district Inianls at once and obtain their views with regard to those 
sections which they consider should l)e nmendcMl by a short Act. Having 
got their views, Government pro|K>se' to convene a (xinfertMice of the 
chairmen and representatives of district hoards and of such members of this 
(Viuncil as feel interested in the.se questions. I think, Sir. that ought 
to satisfy my friends with regard to the attitude and the action of 
Government in relation to the question of the Local Self-Government 
Act. I quite admit that the Act is old, obsolete, and anti(}uated, and you 
may heap other terms of disimragement if you like. Government recog- 
nizes that, and is anxious to do what lies in its f>ower, but Government 
also recognizes this that it wpqld be impossible within the limitations of 
time which are at the pn».Hent moment at the disi>osAl of Government to 
deal with the larger measure of a new Ix>cal Self-Government Bill which 
would comprise several hundred .section.s. Therefore, in order to afford 
— I would not use the word immediate ” hut early relief to the 
various district hoards, Government projiose to introduce a short Art 
after having obtained the views of the various district boards and i^ter 
having convened a oonferenc'e for the purpose of discussing them, in 
association with the members of the Council who feel interested in the 
matter. Well, Sir, that disposes of the question of the Local Srff- 
Govemment Act. 

The question of the Village Self-Government Act, however, reeta npcm* 
a somewhat different footing. You will have noticed that in this Gonncjl 
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ilotes ^ dissent have been uttered with regard to the proposal for the 
" immediate amendment of the Village Self-Government Act. My friend, 
Babu Tankanath Chaudliuri, who is the Chairman of the Dinaj^wr 
IHstrict Board, says that it is premature to deal with that Art, the Act 
having been placed on the Statute Book only so recently as 11)19. I under- 
stand, although I was not prt>sent at the time, that my friend, Rai 
Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, also raised the same {)oint. There-* 
fore, Sir, having regard to the opinion pix^valent in this (kmncil, I am 
entitled to hold that there is a division of opinion as to the immediate 
urgency of amending the Village Self-Ooveniment Act. T will not say 
that it is a perfect Act — I recognize its defects and mistakes 

have been committed in its administration. All that is admitted, but 
it is not as urgent as the amen<Iment of the Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act and we must take each in its pro|K*r time. Therefore, my 
idee is that when this conference meets, dealing with the question of 
the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act, it will bi» my duty 
to place before the conference the projHLsal as to whcUier they deem that 
any amendment of the Village Self-Govcrnmeiit Act should intro- 
duced. There i.s also a further consideration whiidi this Council ought 
to bear in mind. Members will have an opj)ortunity of discussing the 
Village Self-Government Act at no distant date. My friend, 
Mr. Goode, has reminded the n<»nse that a Bill is at the present moment 
pending before the Government of India, n:., Mr. Bijoypresud Singh 
Roy’s Bill, amending the Village Self-Government Act. 1'he Govern- 
ment — I am sfieaking on its hchalf — will not raise any objection to 
the intnxluction of tliat Bill in this House. Thus, meinl)<*rs will have 
the amplest opjxirtunity of discussing the principles of that Bill and the 
provisions of the Village Self-Government Act when the motion is made 
for the apjxuiitment of a selei't <*ornmittee. Therefore, Sir, then* is no 
need for these committees. So far as the Village Self-Government Act 
in concerned, this Council, and every meinher of this f'ouncil, will have 
the fullest opfiortunity of discussing every details of that Act and the 
principles underlying it. 

One word more, I desire to |K)int out the |x>sition of the Govern- 
ment in regard to this matter. I say these eoraraittees, w'hich it in 
proposed to appoint, would lie al)solut<‘ly infructuous. Our hands are 
now full up. We have got the Cah utta Municipal Bill, which is before 
the Select Committee, and the Select Committee will soon submit its 
report. I propose to lay before the Council the report of the Select 
Committee for consideration some time in Februarv , and if the Council 
allow it, I hope to place this Bill on the Statute Book before the 
end of this session. Then, Sir, we have got this tremendous business — 
it is the draft Bengal Municipal Bill w hich I pfropose to introduce in 
February. Therefore, we have got (he Calcutta Municipal Bill, we are 
going to have the Bengal Municipal Bill, and our life — the Ule-lime of 
^Mils Council-— extends to 1923 and no moi%. How can yon have another 
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Bill in 1923? If yon appoint these committees, and if these committees 
make their recommendations and if we have Bills as the result of these 
recommendations, where is the time for this Council to consider them? 
The ('Oiincil will \ye dissolved, the Bills will lapse, your labour will have 
been wasted, your time will have been spent for nothing, the whole'work 
will have to W recommenced when the new Council meets. Are you 
to indulge in this futile and infructuous waste of time? Therefore, I 
ask the Jlfyuse not to vote for any committee at all. It would be quite 
useless. I hojie and trust that my friends, after the explanation I have 
given, will withdraw their motions, Government having accepted the 
motion of Itai Abinash f3iandra Banerjee Bahadur. 

Babu BHI8MADEV DAB: After hearing the Hon'ble the Minister, 
I beg to withdraw my resolution. 

The motion was tlien, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion standing in the name of Rai Abinash Chandra 
Banerjee Bahadur was then put and agreed to: — 

This Council recommends to the Government that early steps' be 
taken to pass a short Act amending the Tjocal Self-Government Act in 
resiwct of those of its provisioiis the amendments of which experience has 
shown to the Government to be urgent and necessary.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask one question of 
the Hon'ble the Minister? In view of the fact that wlien Shah Syed 
Emdadul Ilaq moved for the intrcKluction of his Bill, the Hon’ble the 
Minister was idensed to state that he would not opjxne the introduction 
of the Bill but that it would l)e the duty of Government to opjxjse it at 
U’ later stage, may I a.sk whether the .same fate will not overtake 
Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy’s Bill? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; Government 
retains a free hand. It all de}>end8 on the provisions of the Bill. 

The resStut ion stainling in the name of Rai Hareiidranath Chaudhun 
was then put and lo'^t. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 
27 ih November, 1922, at the Town Hell, Calcutta. 
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Pr ooeei ti ngt af the Bengal Legisiative Oouneil aasambM uiHlar the 
provisions of the Government of Imlia Act. 

The Council met in the Council ChamWr in the Town Hall« 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 27th November, 1922, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the Piesident in the Chair, the four IloiCble Membem 
of the Executive Count il. two Iloirble Ministers (the Hon’ble the 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Iwiiiff absent), and 
93 nominated and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): MemWrs are 
reminded tlmt the balloting for the Seletd Committee for the ajneiidment 
of the Standiiiff Orders will Ik* held in the Ti>wn Hall to-morrow, l)etween 
1-45 and 2-45 p.m. 


Starred Questions 

.(to which oral answers were given). 

Pabna Jail morgue. 

«XLIV. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With refevume to 
the answers to staired question No. EX XIII put by Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri on the 3lKt Auf^Mi^t, 1922. will the Tlon’ble the 
Member in chaiK<' f>f the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state whether there is any jail imu^rue at Pubim? 

(b) If so, wheie is the same situated P 

(r) With reference to the answer to dause (0 of the question, will 
the Hon’ble the Member be pleu'^ed to state whether be is aware that the 
CoBKress Committ€*e has no objection to receive the dead bodies of 
persons of on untouchable class? 

{(I) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there is a branch of 
Social Service l*ea^ue at Pabna. patronised hv the local officials? 

(e) If so, what ore the reasons, if any, for not approaching' the 
Social Service Iveague for the disjmsal of such dead botliesp 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [dAILS] 
(the Hon’blo Mr. H. L. Stepbomon): (a) Yes. 

(b) The morgue is situated at a distance of alx>ut 300 yards from the 
jail. 

(c) (d) and (e) No; I was not aware of these facts, but the atten- 

the Superintendent of the Pabna Jail is being invited to the 
inlomiaiion now given. 

20a 
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North Bongol flood. 

*XLV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’bla tbe 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — ^ 

(i) the normal rainfall in North Bengal taking the average of the , 

last fifty years ; 

(ii) the jmrticular years when the rainfall in North Bengal was 

above this normal; 

(Hi) the respective amounts in inches in those years; 

(io) the particular years when there was flood over a large tract of 
land in North Bengal; 

(v) the years when the different railway lines were opened in 

North Bengal ; 

(vi) the total areas affected by the recent floods in North Bengal 

as well as in the district of Fnridpur: 

(vii) the total number of deaths of human beings and cattle in these 

areas by the direct and indirect effects of the flood up to 
date; 

(viii) the total number of the houses that have collapsed owing to 
the flood ; 

(t>) the numl)er of people who are getting relief in the centres 
oi)ened by the Goveniment; and 

(«) the total jwpulation in the areas that ore still in need of relief? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
[LAND REVENUE] (Mr, M. C. MoAlpin): (f) The annual nomal 
rainfall of the districts affeoted by recent floods in the Rajshahi divi- 
sion is — 

Rajshahi — 56 *80 inches. 

Bogra — 66-29 inches. 

Pabna — 59*43 inches. 

Dinajpur — Tl-31 inches. 

(n) and (it'O A statemeut is laid on the Library table showing the 
{^ticular years when the actual annual rainfall in the aforesaid 
districts was almve that normal and the amounts of excess in inches in 
those cases during the period from 1870 to 1920. 

(tv) In addition to the extensive floods of 1918 in the districts 9 I 
Rajshalii and Bogra, there were also heavy floods in North Bengal inriur 
to that year. For particulars, the member is referred to th^ xeidies to 
clause (/) of starred question No. XXXIX on the subject asked hy 
Hr^ Syed £rtan Ali at tiris aesaion. 
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^ (i) statement is laid on Uie Library table showing the dates on 

which tjie different railways in North Bengal were opened. 


(vi) Tba.member is referred to the communique of the 9th Novem* 
her, 191^, which gives the total areas affected by the recent floods in 
the Rajshahi division. The area affected by the fltxMi in the distric t of 
Faridpur was 70 sciuore miles. 

(tyti) The meml)er is referred to the communique of the 9th instant. 
No loss of human life or cattle has been re|K>rted from Faridpur. 


(viii) The meml>er is referred to the replies to unstarred question 
No. 79 (o) asked by Ilai Harendmnath Chaudhuri at Uiis session. No 
destruction of houses has l)een rejiorted from Faridpur. 

(f>) and (jt) At present none are getting relief in the centres oiieiied 
by Government in the Kajshahi and Palma districts. The grant of 
gratuitous relief in those areas has l>een stoi>ped, as it is no longer 
recpiired. In the district of Bogra, however, the average number of 
persons still receiving relief is almui 1,500 daily. So far as can bo 
estimated at present by the local officers this number will be in need 
of relief for some time. No relief centres were opened in tlie dutrict 
of Dinnjpur as the distiess there was only slight. 


Appointment of Imiiaiii in tlio Indiin Civil torvioo. 

•XLVI. Bibu HEM CHANDRA NABKERl (o) Will the Hon’bla 

the Member in charge of the Apiwintmeiit Department I)e jdeased to 
state what recommendation the Public Services Commission of 1888 
made as to the jiercentage of superior and inferior apis>intmeiits, 
resiiectively, in the Indian Civil Service to ho thn)wn ofsm to Indians 
as the result of comi)etitive examination in India and also by the promo- 
tion of I’rovincial Service officers to the listed |>osts? 

(5) Will the Ilou’hle the MemWr he pleased to staW the iJenenUige 
of suiHuior and inferior api^intmcnts held by the members of the 
Statutory Civil Service and by the listed officers in Bengal— 

(i> immediately before the Public Services Commission o! 1913 
began its inquiry ; 

(u) on the 1st January, 1919; and 

(Hi) on the 1st January, 1922 P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing in Bengal — 

(t) the total number of members of the Statutory Civil Service and 
the officers bolding listed posts in the Indian CSvil Service 
on the 1st January^ of 1906, 1910, 1915 and 1920; and 
(n) ihe percentage of such oflBcers holding independent chargee of 
districts— either as executive or judicial offloeew-^ ^eacii 
el those dates P ^ , 
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MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, H. L. Stephenson) : (d) The ITiblice Services Commission 
of 1S8(» did not lefommerid recrintnierit on the result of com- 
jK-titive examination in India. The\ leeommended that in order to 
provide for tlie moie extensive emplovnienl of Indians in otfices reserved 
for the Covenanted Service, tlie following should he excluded from 

the list of reseived appointments for that stuviee: — 

( /) Cndei-S(‘eretarieH to the several (io^elnments in India. 

(!J) One-thinl of District and Sessions .]ud^r(>s. 

(.‘i) One-tenth of Mn^ristrates of districts, Collectors of Kevenue. 

(^) One-sjxth of doint Mafristiatcs and DcjiutN ('ollcctors and 
Assistant (\dlcctors. 

(o) ()iu‘ McmlxM" of the Hoard of Kevenue. 

(f>) Om* Seiuetary to the Hoard of Kevenue. 

(7) Om* t'hief Hexaume OHiiuu of Duision ((^unmissioner) . 

(h) A stateiiUMit of the ]M‘re(‘nta^(‘ of sU]>enor ])osts is laid on the 
table. Tin* infeiioi appointments not listed })Ut they were amal- 

^aTiuit(‘d witli tin* ^ra<les of deputy maj^istiat(>s, 

(r) (i) ainl (ii) A statement is laid on tin* table. It is understood 
that by “ ind»‘])endent ehar^res of <listiiet,s.” the (piestion int(‘nds to 
exclude the appointim*nts of .\<lditional Distiiet Ma^^istiate or rlud^fe. 

iStaiement referred to in the ansii'r? to iiause (//) of starred 
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•XLVIl. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in char^^‘ of the Dejxirlment of Kevenue (I.aiul Uevenue> be 
plea-seii to lay i>n the table a Ntateinent showing: iho lotal amounts sjHMit 
during the last fiNe years for itdief of distress on the foll(»>^ing 
oc<?asions : — 

(i) eyelone ami flooil in the chstrict of Dueea ; 

(fV) DanitKlai AikmI in Ibirdwan; 

(in) famine in the Khulna ihstriet , and 
(ir) AixmIs in tlu' distiu t ol Uajshaln ? 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN. A statement is laid on the table. 


Siatemrnt rcfirnd tn m the rqthjt) starred questitm \o. XIjVII, »hoW' 
itiy the tiniimntH spent during the gears 1917 to 19^1 for relief of 
distress in rertain distrn'ts. 
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• ar* ihilotfTKOta •iatt»;Ut«o*-l. Ft«af«i about traounU ipaot out rr*llljr arallablt. 


North Ber^ flood. 

♦XLVIll. Mr. SYED ERFAH ALI: (a) Will the Hon'hle the 
Meiul)er in ehaige of tlie D<*|>{iitment of Revenue fLand Revenue) l>e 
leased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount of money 
collected by the Commissioner of the Rajahahi division for affording 
relief in the affected areas ? 
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(h) Will the Ilorrhle the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the coii(‘.s])(>n(lence that jHi.ssed between the Government, the 
r'oniirjis.sifvrjer of the Hajhhahi division and the Collectors of Bogra. Raj- 
shahi, and Pabnsi, about the extent and intensity of the floods, and the 
rn(‘asines to be lahen f(U‘ relief? 

(r) Is it a fa< t that the Bengal (’haniber of Commerce or the Euroi)ean 
Association ai>pioa<hed Jlis Kvcelleiicy the Governor with a request 
that funds should 1 k‘ opened for relief in the affected areas? 

(d) If so, what was tin- rejdy of the Government thereto? 

(c) Will the llon’ble tlu^ MoiuWr Ik* pleased to state whether there 
is any record of the action taken in the jrast by ttie district authorities 
in any district in the Rajshahi division to let out the water caused by the 
hood by cutting an opening in district lK)ard load or a railway line? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the allirmative, will the ITon’ble the 
Menib(‘r l»e pleased t(> state the occasion and cii cuinstances of such 
action. 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN: (u) The coni lilnil ions nM•t■i^ed ]>y the (Vmi- 
nnssifuier up to tlu' ISlh November, 1922, towaids the* Rajshahi Divi- 
sional hdiMid Relief Fund aiimunt^Ml to Rs. 22,r)(>.'), 

(h) Co}nes of th(‘ latest full rejwirts of the t'olliM’tois f'oneerued 
and of th(' Comuiissiouer’s revi(‘w thereon are placed on the Library 
table. 

(c) Th(‘ i(‘ply is in the negative. 

{(1) In view of answer to (juestion (c) alsive, tliis dfK‘s not arise. 

(f) and (/) No information on the subject is available. 


Greaves Committee report. 

•XLIX. SHAH SYEd EMDAOUL HAQ: (.,) AVill tW Hou’We 
the Memljer in ehaig(‘ of the Appointment Dejniitment he pleaseti to 
state whi'lluu' the Government have rtvt’cived the ie|M>rt of the (ireaves 
(h>mniilie<' ai>iHunted under Resolution No. (I2HT A., dated the 19th 
August. 1921? 

{h) If so, when is it intended to puhlish the report? 

(c) When is it projKvsed to give effect to the scheme, if any, recom- 
mended by tlie said ('ommittee? 

(</) Will it Ih* nece.ssary t<» get the sanction of the Government of 
India to the schemi* enunciated in the rejxirt ? 

(c) What will he the approximate recurring and annual cost involved 
in the scheme reeommendetl by the said (^ommit(€*e? 

(f) Is the Hou’blo the MemWr in a ixisitiou to give any information 
as to when judicial functions will be separated from executive functions 
in Bengal? 
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TN Hoffble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Ye». 

(b) Oovernmont have dtM'idtM! to imMisli the re|H)rt at an early 
date. 

(c) It has not yet been deoided whether effect can he g^iven to the 
gcheiiie, and no act ion is likely to he taken till tlu‘ Hetrenchment (\>ra- 
ruittee has refwrted. 

((/) If the scheme is adoptcul it nii^*‘ht he nec es'^arv to ask the Oovern- 
inent of India to undertake le^Mnlative amendments and also to sanc- 
tion the al>olition and creation of ceitain j^osts. 

(e) The estimate of cost fiamed hy the Commit tec is at present 
being examined, and (lovernment aie not yet in a ])osiiion to say what 
the cost would Ih*. 

(/) No. 

Arrests for pioketing of foreign doth in Pabnt ond Sira|g«nJ. 

•L. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Memher in c harge of the Politic al Iment 1 h‘ pleas<‘d to hiy on the 

table a statemcuit sho^sing — 

{i) the iiumhcT of jmosoijs engaged in the picketing of foreign 
cloths who hi^^e been aiiested in the* Pahna-Sadar and Siruj- 
gaii] suhdiNisions since* 17th Nove*mhe*i', l!t‘Jl ; 

(ii) the nuniheT of iH*ise>ns \^ho hu^e been re'leaseel it bout con- 
^ ic lion ; and 

(/?f) the nuniheT of jMTsons who ha\e hc*en ciuiNicted. in each of 
those tviei sul)di\ isions, stating the charges on which ihc\y 
weTe so convicte*d and the eiifferent kinds of punishment 
inflicted ? 

(/;) It thev lm^e been sentemeel for pic keting, will the* Hon’lde^ the 
Memher he pli'ased to state when, and under what law , was it dec laTc*tl 
unlawful ? 

(r) Will the Hcm’hle the Memhei Ik* phmsed to state whc'ther any 
of them were arrested on eaimplaint fumi any piivatc* [KTson !" 

(fPj If so, how many of them were so arrested and what was the 
nature of those complaints ^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (//) to (d) The informutioii is not reiiclily avail- 
able, and Government consider that no us<*fiil puriJose would 1 h* served 
by the compilation of such^ statement. 

Candhi caps. 

•LI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon'ble iha 
Member in charge of the Political DeJiartmeDt be [desaed to state 
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whether there are auy restrictions iinposerl or prohibitory orders issued 
hy the Oovernnjeiit rcf^ardin^^ the wearing' of Gandhi caps? 

(h) Will the Ifon’hle tlie Member be pleased to slate whether any 
jjerson has Iwen convicted in the Ibesidemy of Bengal for wearing a 
(iundhi cap? 

(c) If so, will the rion’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a sfab*ment showing — 

(/) llie niimluM' of persons convict(‘d ; 

( n) tli(‘ time afid the placrs of their conviction; 

(in) tin* period of their (’oiiviction ; and 

(//■) the ofb< <‘rs b\ wliom tliey were so coiivo ted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEFHEN80N: ( /) No 

(h) No. 

(c) J)o(‘s not arise. 


Midnapore partition. 

*LII. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion lie the 
Afember in eh.iige of the Political Depaitment be }>le5i''(Ml to state 
wh(‘thei' th(‘ (io\(‘inment projM).se giMiig up the henie (<1 }>artitioning 
the distiiet of Mnlna[K)i(‘ in pm, nuance of the HNoliition passial b\ the 
Bengal la‘gislali\e ('ouncil? 

{})) If not, will the lloidble the MeinlaT be ph^a^ed to >tate — 

(/) tin* progress made as yet legarding tln^ said partition scheme; 
and 

(ii) tlie conttonplated piogiess of the scheini^ during the financial 
u‘ars of 1 ^)l.*?-*.v^‘Uand lirJ.‘i-!J4, !cs|H*ctivel\ ? 

{(') Wdl the llon'hle the MemlM'r 1 h* jdcased to states — 

{i) when it is proj>osed foimally !»> ojK'n the distiict ; 

(//) the co>t ineuried as yet on the said partition selieme; and 

(ill) the inaniiei in which the buildings ('oiistriieted at the head- 
(]uaiteis of the pro]X)sed district are to be utilised till the 
tlisti ict is o|H»n ? 

Tho Hon’bte Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) The seheme has not 
In'en abandoned hut |x>stiK>ned for the reasons already explained to the 
(’ouncil. 

{b) .V new subdivision has been ojHined at Jhargram and many 
of the piimiiml buildings at llijli have been constructed or partially 
comjdeted. 

(u) No further progress ia contemplated at present. 
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(<?) (i) No date has been fixed. 

(n) The total exjH‘nditure for land and buiidinj^s at Hijli and the 
subdivisions is K>. 

(ill) This questiou i.s under roiiMdeiation. 


Settlement buildings at Bankuri, 

♦Llll. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the linn hie the 
MeinlKM- in char^ri* ol the Department of ib‘\enue (Land Itevenue) l>e 
pleased to state the cost (»f the huihlin^^s «‘ie{tejl fi>r tht* suiveN and 
settlement ojKoations at Jtaiikiiia ^ 

(h) Is it a faet that these buildings are filt<*d with eleitrie liglit.s 
and fans Y 

(e) It so, wliat was the ( n^t ineuirecl on the eleetrii al (ittinjfM in 
tho.se huildin^rs y 

{(1) A\ ill tin* lion hie tlie Meinhei he pleased to state whether there 
are any other set(]<‘inent hnildin^^N ni any <iistnet whnh hav<^ ^ot 
eleetrical fittiri^^s ‘r 

(' > It the aiiswei to (th i-, in tin* nt'^^-atne, will the Ilon'hle the 
Memher he pleased to ^tate the leasotis foi this singular tri*at inent ^ 
if\ Is it a fiO t that the town ot Jhinknia oi aii\ othei hinldin^'’s in 
(hat tow’n ate not pntvnh‘(! with tdeMiieal tittinys;" 

iff) Will the lloiid^le tin' M<*mhei he jihMsiMl to staf«‘ how the 
(t(>\(*i nniejit jnopose to utilise thoso s«<t thoiieiit hinhlin^s at Jiankura 
when (lie sett lenient o[>ei.itions aii‘ oNer? 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN: In) \eina(ulai otlii e atid leioid loom — 

Ks. 1 , 1 * 1 ^ , I'le.ss — Hs Low’«‘r-hr>UHe -its 1,100; (oHiow ns - 

Ks. 1.042. Total-Ks 1.4().212. 

(h) Yes. 

(e) The ei^t was Ks. 9,720 

((f) I’liere is an eleetrii installation at ]Ierham|>f)re used as the head- 
quarters office of tin* Nadia-Muishnlahafl-IJirhhnm settlements 
(c) The (pn'stion does not aiise. 

(/) Theie i^ no arian^ement foi the supph of eleetiie Ii^dit to the 
t4>wn of Haiikuia. i)Ut liesides the settlement buddings there are others 
provided with electric fitting'*, t.r., the Mission (hdle^i^e and House, (he 
Dutta Ix^xl^e and the re-^idem e of the Di-'tiirt and Sessions .Ind^o*. 

(y) The matter is under the consideration of Government and no 
final decision has lH*en arrived at as yet. 

Non-co-operation prisoners in Pabna and SiraJganJ Jallt. 

♦LIV. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the IIonTde the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) he pleased to 
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lay on tho table a Htatement showing resi^ectively for the Pabna and 
Sirajganj jails — 

(i) the mnnber of special class prisoners who have suffered from 

(liH(‘ases su<h as sniall-iiox, influenza and ty[)hoid; 

(ii) the names of the non-co-ojHuation piisoners who are still there; 
(n/) the names of those non-co-oj>eration prisoners who are still in 

tljcse jails with the names of diseases tliey are suffering from; 
and 

(rv) the names of such juisoneis on whom disciplinary punishments 
havi* been ififlicted and the Tiatiiie of sinh punishments since 
l)ecem})er last? 

Thn Hon'blo Mft Hi L« STEPHENSON: (a) (?) No sjM'cial class 

j)i iH(Mieis in these jail'* hav<» suffered from sm h disease's. 

(??) Theie are four such jnisoners only in the Pabna jail. It is 
not in tlu‘ j>ublic inteiest to jniblish th(*ir names. 

(/?/) 'riu'y ai(‘ not suffering from any disi'ase. 

(?r) It is not in tin* public inter(*st tliat the nann*s of those guilty 
of infractions of jiipson discipline and tin* punishments aided to tliem 
should 1 h‘ jniblish(‘d. 


Assault on one Jatindra Nath Dhari by Shampukur thana police. 
•LV. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (??) Will the lion ble 

tin* Member in elmige of tin* Ibdiee l)t*pai'tment be ideaseil to state 
whetlier tin* attention of the (fo\ ei iimt*nt has })e(*n drawn to tin' facts 
of tin* east* in which two constables named Sew Pujan Singh and Siti. 
ram I’ainley of tin* Sbam]Mikur thana of the ('ah utta {xdice were 
clmiged with having (*auM*d “ unnece.Msai y violence ” to one .latindra 
Nath Dhari and which was disposctl of hy Mi. d. N. Sircar, Fourth 
I’n'sidcncy Magislratt*, on the ‘..MJth OiHoIh*!', 

(/<) What notict*. if any, has tin* ('ommissioner of Police taken 
of the ((induct of ins|H*(‘lor M. N. Pandit of tin* Shampukur thanu^ 
whose* V solicitude was not for seeing that justice was done hut to save 
the culprits ” accoiding to the finding of the learned Magistrate? 

{c's Whether any attempt has up to now In'en made to find out 
the constables (otluT than Sew Pujan Singh and Sitaranu 
Pandey) who hud gone out of the thana, at the time of the alleged 
occumuice? 

(f/\ If so. what measurevS have lieen ado]>ted against them? 

(c) Are the (fovernment considering the desirability of faking any 
8tei>s for an enhancement of the sentences pas.sed on constables Sew 
Pujan Singh and Sitaram Pandei ? 
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MEMBER in ohar^ of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*bl6 
Mr. H. L. Stofihonsoii): Ws. 

(/>) The iiisjKH-tor has he*‘ii sus|H'ndetl and priKeedln^s have l>een 
dmwn up ajrainst him. 

(c) and (d) The Defjuty ('(>nnni>.su>ner, Noilh District, im|nircd 
into the matter hut onlv two constables were identifiinl !>efore linn. 
Further in<|uiry is hein^?- made. 

(e) The que.stion i.s under con>ideration. 


Surosh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

•LVI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ( Will the Ihm hh the 

Meml>er in cliai^^* of the Political Ih'paitinent hv plcuM*d to state wliethei 
it is a fact — 

lO that one Suresh ('handra Sen (iupta was <'onvictc<l under sec- 
tion dltfi. Indian Penal ('<Hh\ in the Ncai HMI and was sen- 
tenced to trans|Mutation for life; 

(ii) whelhei the said political pnsonei was in the And.iinans till 
I'Vhniarv. P)P), and in that month was hioii^dit to Mailias 
and coTifiiicd in a jail theic ; 

{in) that he has earned a reniiS'*ion of tliiee veais of his woiteiice 
h\ hi-* londuct and on aMount of the Coronation (cue- 

niony ; 

(iv) that the >aid piinom-r has served out his full term of sentmice 
including the inulod of his remission; 

(r) that thiee month.n moie have' tdajmed since his seiNinj/ the 
full term of his s4*ntenci* hut that he is still in jail tlien*; 

(ri) whether the jail authoiities <>f the Madras IheHidenc\ wiote 
to the (iosernment of Pen^’.d riMjuestin^ his ichsise? 

(h) Will the Hoii’hle the McmlMU’ he ideased ti> state wliat stepn. 
if any. have Ihmmi taken in the matter and what is the uiusi* (d this 
delay, if anv, and who is res{K>nsihle for such dela\ ? 

(c) What steps, if ativ, are the ( f«»verr»ment taking to punish the 
officer resiKinsihle for this delay and to prevent a reMineme in future 

Tlie Hofi’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: m) oi Yes 

(n) Y’e«. 

(ill) ITe has €*ariied over three years total reniissifuis. 

• (ir) and (r) He has not servcxl mif the full term of his iwntroice 
but only 14 years im ludin^ reniissions. 

(ri) The Government of Madra,H have in the usual course impiired 
whether he should be released under the rule according to which the 
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qucsijon of a coiivirt is consulered after the imprisonment 

unf]eix<>in% iiicludiiijf remisKions, amounts to 14 years. 

(h) and (r) The (juosttoii ha.n Ik^mj considered and it lias been 
decid(‘d Uiat he sliould not l>e released at pre.sent. 


Case of one Faizuddin Sheikh. 

•LVIl. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Menih(‘r in ( hai^^e of the Judicial DcjkhI ineiit lx* {deased to state 
whethei li is a fact — 

(/) that tlie tiial of one Faizuddin Sheikh of Uhar Manikdi, jiolice- 
slation Sujana^ar, distuct Palma, coinihenced Ihdoie the 
Additional Sessions Juil^e of Pabna under st'ction.s 302 and 
300, Indian Penal Uode, on the 4th July, and coinduded on 
tlu‘ 8th J lily last ; 

(o') that he was eoninntted to the sessions on the charge of niurder- 
iiif^ his wile, a son and a dau^htfu 1)> cutting their throats 
with a sickle and with atteni])t to ('oniinil .sun ide ])\ eut- 
tiiifr his own thioat w’ith the same wea|>on on Kith March 
last ; and 

(m) that the accused was Ivtn^ on tin' same bed with his son and 
ilaiif^'htm’ killed b\ him, and that the de.id hodv of the 
wife with her throat cut w'as found on a j)athwa\' at a 
distance of alxmt 30 (ubits from the house of the accused? 

(/>') Will the llon’ble the Mfunber be pbuised to state whethei- the 
accuseil while he was in tin* Pabna hosjiital made a confi'ssion ? 

{(') If so, will tbe Hon’tile the M(*mber bi' pleased to lay a copy 
(tf the said conf«‘ssii>n im tin* table? 

{(J) Is it a fact that the jiuv in tljis case r(*tuin(*d a unaiiimoufi 

vei'dn t of “ not i^-iiiltv ” in fa\our of tin* accused but that the Addi- 

tional Sessums .lud^e dis;i^n*i'in^ with tin* veidict of the jury referred 
the < ase to the lli)?h Uourt ? 

(O Is ifalsi* a fact that the ITijjrh (h>uit h.is dis|>ivsed of tin* refer- 
ence made b\ the .\dditional Judfre of Pabna on the 23rd Autrust, 1022, 

etinvii't ini,^ tin* act used ami sentein'inir him to trans]vortation for life 
but that thi'ir Poidslnps have directed that the proceedin^jfs and a copy 
of the judj^ment be forwarded to His Kxcellem y the rbnernor so that 
tbe case mijjht In* dealt w'ith in suc h a way as Ills Kxcelleiny miffht 
think fit? 

{f) Will the Tlotrble the Meinlier be pleased to state whether His 
Excellencv has been pleased to take any action on the recommendation 
of the iriph Court? 
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(ijf) If «>» wLat action, if any, has btyMi taken in this matter? 

(It) Will the HoiThle the MeinlxM' la» pleased to lay a copy of the 
judgment of the Hon'hle the High (\)Uit along with the recommendation 
made hy the Hon’hle the .ludg(‘s on the table? 

(/) W ill the Ifon’hlt* the WemiHM’ also he pleased to lay on the 
table a cop} of the jiidgnnMit jKissed in tin*' case by the Additional 
S<\ssions Judge of Pahna and the giounds of reference to the High 
Court ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): ( /) (i) Yes 

(u) He (on)niitte<l foi teial on the (haigeof murdering his 

wife, son and daughter. 

(til) AVs. 

I //) A’es. 

{('), {h) and (M (t(neinment do not projHme to lay on the tahh* 
the <(ip!es of these (h'liinn'iits as the\ aie a'ailahle \\> tin* piihlic in 
the u-'iial ^^\\\ fioin the eouits c(»iiroi ihmI 

i fh and i r) Ye.s. 

\f) and \ 1/ ) (hdeis !i;i\e i>'.nr(l to the I iisptM toi -f lelieral ot Piisons 
to keep the ]ti isoio'r undei inedii al ohsmation fm one veur. l uial 
fUileis will he passed im the leeeipt of tlw' ie{Hn‘ <if the Inspeetoi- 
(yimeral. 


Case of one Faizuddin Sheikh. 

*LVIil. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: t /i Will the Hon l.h 

the Meinhei in (h.ilge of the poloe Dejtal tnieiit he pleased to 
whetlo'i it Is ,i fiK t that a da\ »ti two la-toie tlo* niuidei, in spile of 
his lu'st efloit>.. I'aizuddin Slu ikh of ('liai Maiiikdi. )toli« e^stal loii 
vSiijaiiagai. Sadai sii } m 1 i , P.thna. mhiM not )»i«oirje It's f.iiniU wilh 
food and that in ((.nse^jnenee the whoh‘ faniiK had to ntaive aitd that 
getting no help oi relief fioiii an\ (Hiaitei wliatsoevei, the man 
muiilen'd his wife, 'son and a daug-htei ? 

tli\ W’as an\ jtolit e imjUirv made “so a*< to as< i*ilain llie caiisj's 
which led to these iiiiiiders? 

(r) If so, will tin* Hon’hle the Menihei he pleaded to lav on the 
fable a copv of the [siliee r<*poit with the dejHisjtions take?) in the 
course* <»f the im^uirv together w ith a list of the witneHses examined 

• 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (o) to (r) (b.vernment 
have no information lievond that on the record of the criminal (ase 
which does not War out the allegations in the question. 
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aiX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Mein])er in chai ffe of the Political Depart merit V)e pleased to state 
whether there are any niles ref^ardiii^ the recoj^nition of societies both 
])olitical and social by the Ooveniment? 

(h) If so, will the Ilori’ble the Member l)e pleiised to lay on the 
table a copy of those rules? 

(r) Will the Ifon’lde the Memla*!* Ik* pleased to state the authori- 
ties by whom and the mariner in which such recog-nition is made by the 
Government and to whom ap|>eal may lie made in the case of a rt*fusalP 
{(1) Will the TTon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showin^^ the nurnlier and the names of the societies, Imth 
jiolltical and social, at inesent recog^nised by the Gov<‘rnment and the 
jilaces at whicli they are located? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L, STEPHENSON; (n) There are no rules on 
the sub|(*ct. The ^ouieral prim iph' is to nMo^nise societies which may 
usefully Ik- (’onsulted on matters of puieral inten'st. 

(h) D(m*s not arise. 

(c) lt(‘co^nition is accordtal by Government in tlu‘ Political Depart- 
rniMit and there* is no api»eal in the case- of a refusal. 

{(I) A statement is laid on the liiluriry table. 


Case of one Ladoo Singh. 

•LX. SHAH SYED £MDADUL HAQ; (a) With reference to the 
answer to starred ipiostion No. XI /VI put bv llabu Ki.shori Mohan 
Ghaudhuri on the bth July, 1922, will the Hon’hle the Mtunber in 
char'K'e of the Department of lleviniue (.Tails') 1 h* pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that after the filing' of the ai>peal preferred from 
Jail by LadiK> Sinph and other’s, the Jail Srijn'r intendent of Pabna did 
not .scud any information to the Additional St‘ssions Tud^e of Pabna 
under the Jail (\Hle in order to h'arn the result of apjieal of the said 
]>risoner8 ? 

(h\ If the answer to {a) is in the nejratrve, will the Ilon’ble the 
Memln'r be plea.sed to state whether it is not a fact that the I’ules provide 
that it is the duty of the Jail Su]ierintendent to imiuire about the reeulta 
of an ap|>enl pr^eferred from jail? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why it was 
held that the Superintendent and the Jailora of the Pabna and Rajahahi 
Jails were not roaponaibleP 
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{^(f) Are the (loveiiiment iO!iM«Ienujr the desirnhilit y of awanling 
some money comj)ensiitioii lo Lmhnv Singh for iiis iletentioii in jiul for 
over 8 months!'' If not, why not 'f 

(e) Are the (lovernnieiit al.^o < onsuienng ttie «h*sirahility of taking 
parl\ >tej>s to prevent a recurreiue of >ut’h inenli^nth in future ^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: \n) No iiHjiiir\ was mutle 
by the Jail SujKM inteiulent of l*ahna 

lb) Yes. 

(c) In so fai us tluMr su)m»i dnialrs dij iu>t <aiTy oiil their duties 
the Sujienntt'iidelits weu* ultunalrK i espoiisihle J he >iihoi diliatt* styfl’ 
(>f both jiiihs huM* b»‘en warned and. as pieviousK intnnated, an assis- 
tant jailor has Immui retinoed lioiu (io\eMiiuenl sen n e 

{(h 'rh(* (jUest ion will }*e < «»nsideied 

{( I J'lu* nereis;, r\ otdeis ha\t' been is>ued 


Prisofiers of Pragporo-Khalilpore daooity oase. 

•LXI. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the ll,.n ble 

th«‘ MeinlMT in ( harge of the l'olil)«al l)«*piirtnn‘nt lie jdeased to stale 
whethtu Kshitish ( handi.i Sai;\al, Ashutosh l.ahni and 1 hiiiiiblinsan 
Ko\ w et e ( oil \ li ted in what is k JioW n .is l he I*r agj>or e- K hal 1 1 1 mi e da< nl t \ 
easf' undei the s.ini(> <hatges s<'\ei,il \eais ago and setiteloetl to siinilai 
teniis of ini[»i isonineiit ami that Kshilish ( handt.i San\a1 atid Ashutosh 
Lahin ha^e al!(‘ad\ been leleased atid Phanibhusau m still ih-laiiied in 

Jail? 

ib) Will th(' flon’ble the Miunbi'l Iw’ pleased to state what ad«li- 
tiolial offeiK’e has beeii eniumitted b\ IMiarubhusan Ho\ duting his |ad 
life to merit this differential tK-atnienl? 

( fA Is it u fart that the order of rele.ise of Kshitish ( haialia San\al 
W'as issinsl b\ f ioveriiiueiit on the lOtli August last, but he w a<luallv 
leleased fill the Hill Septemlwu ? 

uh If so. w liat w as the d<da\ due to 

Is it a fa(t tliat one Sur.'^li Cliaii'lia Sen (iiipta ( r,i.« ( onfiiifd 
in fh.- Madras IVi.il.TitiarM, «as naiurt.-,! iin.l.-r h.'.l'.a. on 

nth Awtriist. ion, has alr.a<l\ ^itvcI hi. full t<Tin, hut nu ..mIci of 
rpluasu has ypt tn'cn issu.-il hv the (hrN.u uiiuuit ? If «hv? 

(f\ Will the Tluii’hlp thu M.iuIkt !»• |.lcas<ul to statn wh.-th.-r tin- 
OoveniTnpnt has r<*npiv(*4 .any cominuiii.'atiun un tlip nuhjuct ln»m tlu* 
Vailras jail authorities? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: ( /) Yen. 

(h) No additional ofteiu^ has lieen committed by him during h: 
jail life. 

{(') Yes. 

h!) The convict was in a jail in tin* Ihnnbay Presidimcy and tl 
iritcival was due to ai rangcment s to Ik* made ff>i‘ his traiistei to tli 
Ali|M)re Jail lor releas{\ 

(c) and if) No; In* has not served his lull t<‘im which was imjirisoi 
meiit ioj- lil(*. iiT^ has .serv(*d 14 sears of hi.s sent(*n<’e including lemi; 
sioris Jin* ( io\ (M iiin(*nt of Mailras madi* tin* nnjuiry which is j>n 
SI lilted in tile cas<* of |)nsoin*rs in Indian jails at the end of tlie foui 
t('»‘ntli vear of sentence, wlietln*)’ this O o^ (‘rniin'iit w'as ])]ej>are<l t 
iclcasc liim and the Ooxeinment (»f Hen^oil have decid(*d that the reinii 
sion of tin* remaiinh*! of the sentence* at iu(*sent w'ould not lx* jiistifiec 


Assault on one Jatimfa*a Nath Dhari by two constables of Sham- 
pukur thana. 

•LXII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (n\ Will the Ibi Id 

the M(‘nilM'i in chaige of tin* Tolita* 1 )»*j)ai t iiieii l Ik* id»*as(*d t(> state- 

t/i whetln*r it is a fact that two constables, viz., Sew' Tujan Sing 
and Sitaiam l*anih‘\ of the Shanipukur thana. Ualcutta, Iuin 
lately lu'en ('onvi< teil bv the I'ourlh I*resid(*nc\ Magistrat 
for assaulting one Jatindra Nath Dhari, 

(n't whether it is also a fact that tin* said Magistrate* remaiked i 
his judgnn'iit that “ a most brutal ainl (“owmi'dly assault ” wm 
eommitted ]»\*them on the said Jatindra Nath Dhaii; 

{ni) whetln'r it is also a fact that tin* said Magistrate punisln'd Sita 
ram with three months’ rigorous im jirisoninent and S(*x 
Piijan with a fine of Its. AOr' 

( f>) W ill the lion bh* tin* Memln'r Ik* jdeased U) state wdiether it i 
a fact that wln'u tin* complainant xvas d<>wn on the ground the constabl 
Sitaram- stesul on tin* stoimoJi of the comjdainant and tiirin*d rouni 
trampling him wdth the r<*.sult that the complaimint Ix'carae unconsciou 
and had pnda|>se of the anu.s? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desinibility of taking stop 
for the enhancement of the sentences pissed on the accused? 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yea. 

{Hi) Y^ef. 
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(b) The Court found that tins was so. is invittMl to tho 

judgment a copy of which has Ihhmi laid on the Library table. 

(c) The matter is under con-'idenvtion. 


Visit of flooded area in North Bengal by high offioiais. 

*LXIII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will tlu lion bio the 
MeiiiU'r in rharge of tlu- Dcp.n t nnon of He\cmie t Land lL'\enue l U' 
[)leased to state — 

(i) the date when he eann^ to know of the gieat tio()d in North 
Bengal and the ♦•xteni ot inisrlnef doin* , and 

(n'l who amongst the hi^di oftn laK ot the (io\ern»nent \isited the 
w hole area affected and how long <a< h of tln'in remaiTnMl in 
the loealilies to asieMain first-hand, tin' natuK*’ and (*\t«‘nt 
of 1 he ndief neech-d 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN; 'lln* ll«‘n’l*h‘ tlie Member in ihaige eame 

to know of the floods on (In* 2Sth .Septemhei h lom tlial dale oiiwaids 
( »o\ ernmeiit ie(ei\(‘d leh'g!.\phi< in t(*j mat ion of th(‘ extent of damage 
done I nd it is 1m]Kr>’^ihle t(> gi\ * an\ *'|>eufie date on whuh it 1 mm ame 
kn(»wri 

(it) Tlie (muii |>r«*h(‘nsi \ e dnf '■ iruMitiomMl in the (piestioii ai«‘ |M*r- 
formed h\ llie local ofliceis of ( ^^\ errim<‘nt ulio were* on the H|M>t 
c out iiiiions]\ fiom tin* first d.(\ of ih*' floods Tlu* Hon'hle the Minister 
Hi ehaigc* of L(»i al Sel f-( io\ ei ii rnent arid the Ifort’hle the MeiiilH*i iri 
charge both \ isited th(' area Idn's each n-maimnl ihc'H' ftcr a dav on 
the Sth and 9th ( tc toln*! . rc*s|MM t ! \ el V 


Investigating staff and Deputy Commissioners of Polioe in charge of 

districts. 

•LXIV. Mr. BU0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (n) Will the Hon ble 

the MeinlH*r in (harge of the I'olua* J )ejwirtmc*nt Im* j»leaw*d to ntate 
wheth«*r it is a fact that the (mtfM)st s\stem in (ahrifta was originally 
created aft<T the mcMhd of the I.ondon Ihdoe to givi* rcdief tcc the iiives- 
tigating officers }»\ transfc*rnng the woik of the* [M*tty and misr tdluneouH 
cases to the sergeants in charge of the oijt|K>sts? 

(h) Is it a fact that the |k»]ic<‘ rejvirts .sla»w that the largest numl)er 
i>f instances of detection <)f crimes are due to the exceltenf work fh»ne 
by the Criminal Investigation T)e|«i-tmenl under a spf*cial l)eput> Com- 
tnistioner with Scotland Yard tniining and not by the ordinary police of 
tbs JCortb and South diitrictf of the city-P 
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(c) Are the Governmeni considering the desirability — 

('/) of, transferring the investigation of serious crime such as day- 
light robberies, heavy burglaries, bank forgeries, etc., to the 
central investigating staff in charge of the Investigation 
J)(‘])artnient as in London, and 

(n) of reducing the niinib(*r of Dejmty ('(unmissioners in cliaige ol 
tlu> districts after Iransfen mg llnni' works to resjKUisibh* and 
exjierienced Assistant (./oininissioners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Tin* reorganization of 
IDlt) winch was niodidled on thc' ai i aiigenicnts m foicc in tlu' IaiikIoh 
I' ohce included t.hc' separation of the in vestigmling and juitrol staff. The 
|>olicc ai(‘a of ('alciiKa \sas (li\idcd into sim lions for the purj>os(‘s of the 
c-ontrol and in\ (‘st igal lori (d cnine and oach se((ion divided into two 
sub-sectioTis in chargo* (d a s<*igcunt lor the |nir)>os(*s of j)atnd 

(fi) Th(‘ ])ctecti\»‘ Dcpaitnicnl was jdaced nn<hM a whole-time Dcjnity 
( 'ommissioner in LUb ()ne ol its Iuik lams is to helj> tin- sei-tnni ])olice 
111 iii\ ('st igat ing cases in which assistaiee ol the (i-ntial ihdectiM- staff 
IS (lesiiable. It is a fart that the (h-tertion ol crime is therebx facili- 
tat(sl. 

(c) (/) The l)<d(‘ctive l)4*[Kirtment- at pres(*nt takes over and inves- 
tigates stK'h eases. 

(//) G()\('rnmenl are not considering this 

V. 

Serious orimes in rural areas. 

*LXV. Rai LALIT MPHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (oi Will the 

Ilon’ble the Mi-iiiImm' in rhaige of the ihdice 1 )e]>ai t nnmt lx* pleased to 
state wlndlier the numlH'r of da<'oities. burg^lanes and minders ha\e 
incieus»‘d in the rural an‘as of Bengal* w it Inn the last six months 

If s«>, W'lll the llon’lde the Member bt- jdeast'd to stat4* what ste|)s, 
if an\. ha\(‘ been takt*n to elna k them'r 

yc) Are the (lOviM'nmeiit consnh‘nng the desirability of olx-ning 
]>oli('e outjxists in lho.se areas \vln*re the mimln'r of serious mnin-s ‘^m h tus 
dacoitn-s, et<- . have incn'astxl and w ln*i-<* it is not ^H)ssiith‘ for the 
central jH)lue-stat ion to remh‘r help on account of distance- 

{(1) Uavt' th(‘ Governnu'nt an\ i<h*u of the probahli* a]»proximate cost 
of o{M‘ning' and maintaining an <Mit[H)st ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (o) Dining the six months 
ending Septeml>er, there were more murders ami burglaries and 

fewer ducoities than in the preceding aix months. 
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(h) ivnd (c) No. Attention is invit*»d to tlio answer jfivon to (/>'l (»f 
unstarred (juestion No. 143 during the July ^Session of the ('oiineil tins 
year. 

{(I) The ('ost of niuiiitaininj? an aM*ra|r«‘ outjHKsl is Hs. LVTlHl a \ear 
eluding’ the cost of ai'comrnodation. 

Assault on one Jatindra Nath Dhari by two cofistables of 
Shampukur thana. 

•LXVI. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY; lla. the att<Mition of 
the lloii’lde tlie MrniU‘r in tliaigt- of tiie Poluo 1 t ment Imsmi drawn 
to the ludginent of Mr J. N SiKai, l‘ouit}i l*!esiih*tu \ Miigistiate of 
Calcutta, III the ca'^e of ( 'n>u ti wr.va.x Sew Ihinm SiiiL^i and Sitaiain 
Ihiinle\ . two coii'^tahh"' of Shaiiijiukuf tliatia. whn h wa^ iliMjswed of on 
oi’ ahout ‘Jtlth (titidier. 

{//I Wdl the Iloti’hle the Meniln'i he pleaMal to ]a\ a eo|»\ of lh(' 
ludgnietit on tin* lahle'*' 

(, I I> It a 1.0 I that the -,iid ai < ii>,ed ii.i\e l»oth hecfi eoiiNKted foi 
jis^ault upon ot'e .(atiloiia N.itfi Dhaii w ln» wa- dr.igired out ot a shop 
'>!af k- nake<l iii the niidflle ot Sh.iiiiha/ar StM'et iii hio.ol da\ light with Ills 
iiand*' tied heliiiid his })a< k ' 

(Ji f VI It a la' ( th.il tlic ti\iii}_' M a}..' isl 1 ate lias held that a« ellsed 
No 'J. '^itaiani I'alolev . stood oii the stotiiai h o! the said .latiiolla Nath 
I)han and i ui'ImmI i ouimI , t lain j*! nig hi in u hen he \v .is dow ii on t he g-i ound r' 

( / I Iv it a ta< 1 that the 1 1 \ ing Magist i.ite has nift t aha reinai ked ni 
Ills judetiient that llie (ondmt o| the ,0 • Used was disgiaietu! and the 
f oiid'iet of tin* otinei in ihaige of tin* ih.iiia wa** still mote so, that 
that (diner eoilld Hot h.ve liel|K*d s«>»*itig what iiad hap|M‘ned and that 
his solii nude w.is not loi s<*eing that jiistni* was doiie hut Joi sa\ing 
and shielding the eulpi its 

{/i What is the name and stamlitig of tlie said (dlnei in ihatge and 
wliat ate his aiiteiedeiits while oi s4*i\ie(*‘'' 

( 1 ;) Was the said ofli( ei iti th.irge evet punished d(*)Mii t rneiil ally 
If so, how'. when, and for what ollemes'*' 

( // ) What aition, if an\, ate tin* (io\ettimen1 Inkitig agaiiist the 
said officer on the jiidn lal fimling’s of the tr\ingr Magistiate-' 

(t ) Is that ofTicei still in < harg-e of the .Shamjuikur ihana'*' 

(j) Are the ( fo\ erninetit ( imsidet mg the desnahilit \ (d e.dling for 
tin* H'lords o{ tin* ea^* and (d luoMiig the High C(mrt for an eidiam e- 
iiient of t]n» sentem <• ? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. M. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes 

ih) A eopy of the judgment is lani oii the Lihiar\ tafde. 
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{( ) to (/*) Yes. 

(/) aud ifj) Moiiohar Nath Pandit, otficiatiiig iiisj)ector. He was 
aj)jM)int<)d to the police in 1898. Hih record coriUiiriH several punish- 
rnenls as well as coTnineiidations. 

(h) and (r) lie has heen HUsi)t‘ndcd jit'nding disj>osal of the proceed- 
ings drawn up against him. 

(;) (Jovernment have c.alled for and received the re(‘ord of the case. 
Idle matter is under consideraticm. 


Mr. Biss’s Scheme for Primary Education. 

•LX VII. Mr. H. A. STARK: Will the Ilon’ble the Minister in 
(diarge of the Department of Ediuation le ph*ased to state when if is 
jirojxist'd to bring into ojs'ration Mr. Piss’s Scheme for l^rimary Educa- 
tion in P(>ngal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): liovernmnit havt* not \nt a(’Cc]»t(*<l 
Mr Pish’s Sclnune for Pnmaiv Kducalion d'licv jiropose to introduce 
it in c(‘rtain limited aicas as an e\}H‘iMncnl al nieasuic with a view to 
ascertain how iai it will iihmU the of tin' pioviinc Pi’ojHisals for 

the purjKiHc arc umhu* examination. 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Slaughter of cows. 

106. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: lla.s the atlc*ntion of 

the lion blc tln‘ MemlK*r i liaigi' oj the Polnn* l)t‘]>arlmcnt t)t‘en drawn 
to the notification dated tln^ 81st May. iJCd. of the ftovernment of the 
Uentral Pun lines, under wlinh the slaught4‘r of j>U‘gnant cows, milch- 
cows and cal\t‘H has bemi prohibited in tin* said jirovincey 

{h) Are tin* (iovernment <*onsidcring the desirability of issuing a 
similar notification for this provime? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Yes 

{h) No. 


English teachers and inspecting officers. 

107. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 
ITon’ble the Miin.^ter in charge of the Department of Education 1)€5 
pleivsed to lay on the table a statement showing 

(i) the niinil>er of |>osts for teachei*s and .suli-insjx'ctors, respec- 
tively, in the scale of R>s. 7o — o — 200; and 
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(?0 tlu^ nuniWr (vf ior tearliiiij^ uiul insjHvtin^ (»l1n't^rs, ion- 

ptH’tively, ill tli«‘ M uJi^ of Us. loO -KV - 

ih) Is the same jHTceiita^e rule ohservetl rt‘j^unU tem hers aiul 
iiis(K»et .staff in the seaJe of Us. lot) Ht 2o(iy 

(r) If not, are the (io\eniment eoiisulenn^*' the th‘sira]uht\ of rai.s- 
ing tile jierrentajfe of Kn^^li>h teachers in the seule of Us. lot)- It) -2ot) 
.so as to inak(‘ Uie saine equal to that of tiie nisjH^ tnig ollictusy 

The Hon’bie Mr, P. C. MITTER: to> .m Tiuoe at,‘ oO'* teadnu^^ 

ami 2(W iiJSiHM'tiii^^ p<>sls in the Us To o JOtl M-.ile 

(/'> Iheie uie o-l teai itin^'' ami til nisjH‘, tinj.: posts m the 
Us. lo{)-_10.».-jr)0 scale 

(/>' 1 he posts in tile Us loll Jt) 'JoO scale ^\ere not (list rilniteil 
hetweeii tlie teai hin^»- ami insjMMtin^'- iirain lies (»n tin* basis oi aii.\ jw*!- 
(ent.ij't' Mile I he jxisls U('ie it(‘at('4l to nn‘et tin* actual l (‘(j U) i einciit s 
ol tin* (](‘pai-tim‘nt The te.o Imiij: j*«>sts im linhsl in this, st ah* iven* 
cieated i(tr a'-Mstatit headm.istci s alnl assistant In adliilst i esses oj liiirh 
ami norni.i! s( huols. (<ij scnioi l.i]wu4it(*i \ ass.staiits oi colh'^^ms ainl foj 
lieadniist icsscs of \cn'. icui.ii ttaitiino si )h»o1s j.n nmoucii 'Iheit- aic 
'4 sin |i otloeis 'i he ins,'eitnio posts 111 * hldeil in this SI ah* Ucle 
(K'.ited for suhd!\ isioiial insjHMiots of s( hools 'I'heie an* 111 sucii 
offit (‘I's 

ic) Thisd o('s not aiise 


Assistant headmasters of Government high schools. 

108. Babu HEM CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJI : nm W dl tin 

Hon’hle the .Ministci iij ch.-irtr*' of tin* l)cpailmenl <d l',<lmation lx* 
})leased to state* \\ hot Ino tlieie.ue an\ lulcs for yiiid.im** in tin* m.iltcr 
of the a])[HnTit im‘nl (d the «issi,stant lieadimisters (T I io\ (‘in nntit hii.,''h 
S( Insds ? 

(h) If so. will tin* llon'hh* tin* Minister Im* jdeased to l,i\ a < op\ 
of the ‘iame on tin* tahh*? 

{() If not, are t in* t ioM‘i nnn'iit ( oiisid(M in^ the des lahiliU of flam- 
ing' any bucIi rules? 

The Hoffble Mr. P. C. MITTER: in), i h) and i(’) 1 h(‘J<' arc no 

s}H‘cific rii](‘s at pn‘sent, hut the matt^T is ie4-ei\in^' lonsideration 

Bericultural farm at Bogra. 

109. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN GHAUOHURI: 

VTill the TTonTde tin* Minister in < hart»(* of the I)epartim*nt of Ajrn< ul- 
ture ami Imlustries lie pleaM-d to stat^* - 

(n) when a SerieullyLral farm was established at Ilotria. 

(b) wTien the farm was abolished; . 



3] 6 QUESTIONS. [27th Nov. 

(r) what were the initial and other expenses from the st-artfhg of 
the farm to its abolition ; 

((J) why the farm was alKdished ; 

( (•) whether (loveniment have aj^-ain started a farm ; 

(/) whether it is the intention of (}o\Vrnment to make the new 
farm as im[K>rtant as the first estahlislied farm; and 
(//) whetluT Oovernment are consirh'rin^^ the desirability of api>oint- 
ing’ visitors for the farm from some of the bn^al f^entlenien 
who are likely to take an interest in the farm? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL- 
TURE AND INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan); (V/) In the year 1913 

(h) In the year IflbS. 

(r) The initial cost of eonstnietin^»- the ]h>^^*ra nursery ineludinpr fbo 
cost of acijinsition of land was Us. 4,22o. Tlu‘ exiMOiditiire on account 
of establishment and other reclining' chargixs amounted ap]>roMmately 
to Us, f),f)f)0 a year. 

(f/) Owing to tile diudim' ot the silk industiv in Hogra tli(‘ seiul 
industr> had also depai t(‘d fiom tie* distiict and tlu' jun ciiasers of seed- 
cocoons from Malda and Murshidabad Ix'gaii to take their supply from 
Ilirhlium. Tin* iiuisi‘r\ had ne\ei betoi a sue( t*ss and it cost a great 
d('al for niaintiMwince owing to tin' )>ooi soil and higli labour latcs in 
the districd, 

(ci OoAcrnment lune decnhal to utilist' the land on which the 
Sericultural nursiuw at liogra had forim*rl> stocsl for mulberrv cultiva- 
tion 

(/) Tlu‘ success of the schtum* will also depend on the amount of 
local enthusiasm. As a test mulberry cuttings will 1 k‘ supjdifMl only 
to those fKM'sons wdio havb pre|Kir(>d their land for the jaiqiifse. 

(//) The answer is in the negative. 

Postponement of settlement operations in the district of Bogra. 

110., Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon ble the 

Memln'r ni charge of the Ih^partment of K^nenue ( band Itevonue) con- 
sidering the desirability of. kiM‘ping the si'ttlement oi>t‘rations in abey- 
am'e for tln’ ]»resent in the district of Hogra recently afiected bv the 
fllHXl? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The memlier is referred to the reply to iinstamHl queetion 
No. 73 put by Khun Bahadur Muulvi Ilatizar Kuhman Chaudhuri at this 
session, 
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Pay and prospects of teaohors in private schools. 

Pai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahaihir. {ii\ \\ ill thi' Ilnti'hlo iho 

Minister in charge of Ih.- DopaHment of K.hnation I..- pl.-UHisl to stuto 
hf>w many — 

(j) umiideil }>rivate HtluHils, 

(ii) Government st hinds, and 

{til) (iovernmeiit aided jirnate .schotds. tlu‘ie are in the President'y 
of Bengal ? 

{ h) Is the Hon iile the Minister a\'an‘ that most o| tin* teat ht'rs in 
jinvate seluKils are ill-|midy 

( r) Is tile Hon’lile th(‘ Minisioi await* that theie ait* eon, slant < lian^^es 
in t 111 * teaching staff of jinvate ht liooKy 

( </ ) An* the (irovt'niinent (t»?isnh‘nng tin* tlt'snalnl it \ of rmpioxmg 
tilt* pa\ and jirosjiects of tt‘aehei.s in prixati* si htiols'*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MUTER: (») .») Tnanletl pii\aie ScluKtls 
(i.Tti!), (nl Gt)\ t*i nineiit schools ‘tS){ . and i /// 1 Aith'd schtM'U 1.470 

ih) Yes. 

(f i The an.swt'i is m tin* negatut* 

ill) The pa_\ and prospcf Is ol teat hi*i s in s( lusds altled h\ (ioveMimt*nl 
haM* Is'en nuich iinproNed h\ im n*as»*tl ‘^uhsidics fiom ( io\ i‘rniiii*nt sant - 
tioiiftl in (‘onnet tion with tlie st ln*me it»r the iinj>it>vt*ment ot si*et>ntla?y 
t'ducalion. 

1 ht* unaidt*d jirivatt* sthtitds art* not unilt*i GoM‘rnnn*iit r»»nl!(d am) 
11 IS iKtt jHissilile loi ( io\ t*riiiin‘nt in tht*n pit*st*nl tinaiit lal |>t»sition to 
take .stt*ps foi the improvemtMit of the pa\ and pro.sjtects of teucheis 
emplo\t*d in such schtHils. 


Patrasaer high school. 

112. Mr. AilOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Jloirhh* the Mini.*tt<^ 

in charge of the I)e|».ii t meiit of lalmatnm U* pleased to slatt* 

(a) whethi*r tin* high sihiHtl at Patrasaer ( Vishriupiir .subdivision, 
district Bankurai, is reteiving an> finarit lal asHistaiJct* fit>rn 
the Government ; 

(h) whtdlier it is a fact that the capital and t urrenl e\jM*nHt*s of 
that St hool ha\t* so far U*cn entiicly met from hw al t haiity; 
(r) whether there is a jurtssihility t>f the schtxd lieing dosed dtiwii 
owing to lack of funtls. ainl 

(d) w’hether (jovernment aro coiiHidering the dosr ability of pro- 
viding suitable financial assistance for that school in the 
next year’s Budg<*t? 
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The Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

Judgments and facts in connection with certain police cases 
in Calcutta. 

113. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Menil)er in char^^c of the Judicial DejNirliuent lie pleased to lay on 
the talile eopies of the judgments in connection with the following 
cases : — 

(0 Sarut (Jiandra Dhar rcrsvx llaghu liiij Singh, disposed of by 
Mr. I*. K. lliHWas, Honorary Presidency Magistrate, North- 
ern Division, ('alcutta, on the 11th Sejiteinber, 19$^!;^; and 

(//) Km|KM’or rrr.va.T Sarat (’handia Dhar, disposed of by the .said 
Mr. 1*. K. Hiswas, on the 11th Sejiternher, 1922? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Meniher 1 m‘ ])h‘a.se(l to .state the broad 
facts in connection with the follouing ca.ses in which then* are no 
detailed judgnieiit.s — 

(/) Sarat (Jiandra Dhar ccr.va.v Suli-lns|H‘ctn* Provat Nath Mukharji, 
disiMi.sed of h\ the ('hief pK'snlcncv MagistraU* on the 17th 
August, 1922; and 

(ii) Sub-InsiM'ctor Provat Nath Mukharji nrsus Nagendra Nath 
Basil, diH|K>sed of by the ('hief Presidency Magistrate on the 
Ifith duly, 1922? 

The Hoft’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (u) (i) and (li) Government 
are not j>rei»ared to supply copies of judgments in the cases mentioned, 
as they are available in the ordinary way. 

{})) {i) and (n) Government are ;iot in a jHisition t<o give an> more 
facts than apjxuir in the recAird.s of the cases, copies of which can l)e 
had in Uie onlinary way. 


Telegraph office at Sattwia. 

114. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
MemlHU* in charge of the IVpartment of Gommerce be pleased U> state 
whether it i» a fact tlmt there is no telegniph office at Satbaria, a port 
situated within the police-station Sujanagar in the Sadar subdivision of 
Pabna and Uiat the nearest telegmph office at Pangsa or Belgachi op 
tlie Easteni Bengal Railway is more than 10 milcvS away on the other 
side of the river Padma which is not easily fordable during the rainy 
season? 
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(6) Are the Government taking luiy to entahliMh a telegraj>h 

office at Satbaria ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): (u) Ym. 

(b) No; no rejnesentAtioii from Uio Itx-ality for tlu* oivning of a 
telegraph office, with a gnuranUn' for indemnifying (lovernment against 
Ukhs in the working of the ofhi'e, has heeii received h\ Government. 
The member is referred to the rules ajiplicable to such castvi in 
(’hapter X, \ olume II of the Telegraph Manual. 


Public companies in Bengal. 

115. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

MemU'r in (diargi* of the Dcpaiimcnt of ('omimucc Ih' plca.sed to lay 
on the table a statcimuit showing- 

(i) the numlsu (if publu ( oniiMiiio tn Ibuigal whn h hav<' Ihmmi 
floated in tlu' \eai and (up to th(‘ dlst OcUdHT, 

UrSJ): 

(n) th(> total paid-up (apital of the^s* (•(unpanie*' ; 

{in) the nuinlKM’ of coinpanies during the {Huiod ndem'd to in (i) , 
which are incoi |K)rated- - 

(a) aiirojid but aie woikiiig in Bengal; 

{b) in Bengal but are working abroad; and 

(>r') tlie number of coiuiKinies floated in and which have 

not coiiiiiKUiced business?' 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD: (i) The number of comiainies, 
public and private, inc/)riH)rated in the >earH and H^L^2-23 (u{» to 

the dlst Octolx^r, 1^22), wa.s as follows: — 

1921- 22: Limited by shan*s — 2H8; Limited by guarant 4 H* — 8; 

Societie.s — 17; Total— 313. 

1922- 23 (up to 31st DcIoWt, 1922'> : Limited ]>y shares — 95; LimiUuf 

by guaraiitfM* — 3; Societies— 10 ; ToUl — 108. 

(fL) Information reg-arding the total jwiid-iip cajiitid of the couipjinies 
registered for the year Hf2l-22 is furnished iti statemenU 2 and 4 attached 
to the Annual IiefK)rt of the Begistrar of Joint Stock ( V)mj)«’ni(w. 

Infonnution is not yet available regarding the |Kiid-up capital of’ 
companies incorjiorated since the 1st Ajrril, 1922. 

(ill) (a) The information will found in jiaragrafili 11 of the 
/nnual Report of the Registrar for the year 1921-22. Ten more com- 
panies have filed their documents sin a* the Isl April, 1922. 

(6) The information is not available. • 
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(iv) Fifty oornpanieft incorporaiod in 1921-22 have not applied for 
their certificate entitling them to commence businesa. 

J^'ij^urtiH rci|?ardinjir the comfwinies registered since the 1st April, 
1922, cannot be supplied at present. 


Survey of industriee of Bengal. 

116. Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: {a) Will the Hoirble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agiic-iilture and Industries be 
pkuLsed to state* whether a survey has l>een or is being carried on of 
the industiies in this province? 

{h) If HO, will the Ilon’bh* the Minister be jilcased to state the main 
h(*adH on which infonnation has been or is lieing colle<’ted during the 
survey ? 

(r) Will the llon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what progress 
has Ihmmi made in tlie survey? 

{il) Of how many, and which, diNi'^ioiis or distiicts or snbdi\ isions 
has the survey lK‘en <*omjdet(‘d and when is tin* whole surve\ exjM’cted 
to coinjileU'd ? 

( c) Is tin* Hon’lde the Minister consideiitig the desiiahilit\ ot 
publishing tin* it‘sults of the suive\ as lhe\ an* oi nia\ be conijdeted 
by suImUn Isions, districts or divisions, t-o be sulKtMjueiitly consolnlati'd 
on tin* whole sur\e\ of tin* entin* piovinei* Is'iiig < onipl(‘t4*d ? 

(/) Will the llon’ble tin* Mndst^T lx* pleus»‘tl to stati* w]u*th(*r any 
utti'inpl has U'en or is lK*ing made during tin* sinve\ to asieitain and 
collect the local reciuirements for imbistrial ilevi*b>i)nient in the different 
sections of the province? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: A g(‘neral survev of tin* cottage indus- 

tries of the province is Ix'ing lairried on 

(h) The main heads on which infifrmation , where available, is being 
collected are noted Indow : — 

(i) distribution of the industries; 

(n) Tiatim* of production; 

(in') sources of supplies of raw* materials; 

(ir') organiziitions for the dis|>osal of fiiUNhed jiroductsj 
(lA economic condition of the workers; 

( rn suggestions for the organ! wit ion. and improvement of the 
industries; and 

(ciD any other useful information, r./;., numWr of familu‘s engaged; 
pn>eess of manufacture, quantity and value of the raw 
materials eonsunu'd, etc. 
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(c) and ((/) ith tho exception of lltigra, I’abna, Dinajpur, 
Diu'jeelinp and Jalpaijjfuri di.stnct^, a jjfenenil su!\ey of aJl otJier distxicta 
of llie province lias Ikvii completed and the sur\e> i>l totUijjje industries 
of the whole jirovime is exjH*cted to Ih> completed hy Uie eiul of 
Fehruarj-, 1923. 

(c) 1 ht‘ rcNult'^ will h(‘ published in a eoiistdidated foim on the 
(‘omjjletion of the ‘’UrvcN. 

l/) Yt\s. 


Excavation of river Saraswati. 

117. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 

Ilon'hle the M emhei in chai^’-e td tin* Dopaitineni of Ini^ation be 
jih'a^ed to state what ait ion. it an\ . ha-. Uaoi takmi for the eKcavation 
ot the Sarasw’atiy 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’blo the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of BurcKvan): I p to date the 

whole of the Saiaswati has been sui\e\ed hut m> projmt for (deiUili^^ it 
has \ el Imm’U made out 


Cost of settlement in desaore. 

118. B^u NALINI NATH ROY: *./) Will the Ifon hh the Mem 
her in <1 ai>:e of the Depattment of ]{e\enue (baml HesiMiue) 1 m» j^eased 
to state w liether it is a fuel that the rate of the cost of nettlement of 
■b'ssoie as realised h\ tioNeninieiit is lusher than previous rates n-alised 
from oth<‘r distrii ts ? 

(h) Will the fhm’hle the ^^emlM•l he please<l to show' in a lahuhtr 
fi»rm the rates <>r <hai|;es reali-'i-tl fn»m the districts (d Hakai^anj, 
Fandpur, M\ meiism^h, I)a<ea and de'.'.oje, namely from -- 

(p landlords; 

in) mnhlhuiien interested; 

(ui) tenants, and 
itv) sub-tenants? 

<c^ Are the (iovernnumt aware that the <ondition of the erops of 
the district is \erv bad this >ear on ai coiint of heavy rain ? 

(dt Are the (lovenunent considering^ the desirability of jM>st|Hmin>^ 
the n^ilisation of the wdt lenient cost this rear? 

* MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE {LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hoci’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)! 
(a) Yev. 
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(h) The rates are shown below : — 




averAge rftUt 

' B«te Mx-aecd on lend- 

Rjite Miwwiid on 

Rate aawMed on 

, DUtrlct. 


rmulrfd jier 

1 lordii (0 KDd «0 of 

ratpati (iH} of 

ander-raigoli 
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j qLieatiuli. 

I 

quentiOQ. 

of qaottioa. 



Uh. a. r 

1 

I A. r. 

A. P. 

A. P. 

liakuri'atij 


1 0 0 

i 2 0 

1 and 

1 3 0 

' (per rupee on pro- 

i fitw) 

1 0 

(per rupee 
ol rent) 

Nil 

Fiindfuir ... 

... 

1 1 0 
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2 T) 
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■ 
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3 r, 

j (per rujtee uii pru* 
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5 0 
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2 6 

(per acre) 

Dacca 


10 0 

fi (1 

( pt-r « iipeie <»ii pro 

H U 

(p*r rupee tui 
kllUHdttlld^) 

8 0 

(per acre) 

4 0 

(per acre) 

Jt'HHtirc, Uluck A 


1 4 6 

; 13 (» 

' (prr nert ) 

7 C 

(per acre) 

4 0 

(per nitereal) 

Ji Hhorc, BUh’U U 

... 

i 12 0 

11 0 
(p-r acre) 

1 

7 0 

' (pei ucie) 

4 0 

(jK-r i itereat) 

JciiHotc, Block C 

... 

1 4 0 

« 

12 (1 
(per uere) 

i 

8 0 

^ (per acre) 

4 0 

(per lutereat) 

tc) lleav\ 

rainfall eau.MMl 

slight dania^'e to the standi 

nj;: (Tops on 


low hinds, hut on the wludt‘, the ]m>is]HH'ts of liie en>]>s are fair. 
{<!) No. 


Jessore watenvorks. 

119. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon hie the Minister 
in ehaijre of the l)e|nirtinent of I.ih'uI Self-tiovernment l>e pleased to 
state what the result of the eoiTesjx)ndenee with the Commissioner lia.s 
h(»en in the matter of the im]>rovenient of the waterworks of Jessore? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
9ELF.G0VERNMENT(Mr. B. W. Goode): The matter is still under 
consideration and no decision has yet been reached. 
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120. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Will tho Hon’hle the Membt»r in 
cbarg’e of the Juiliciul l)<»|nirtiuent hv pleased to state whether Ang^lo- 
liidians are afforded e({ual fueilities as those of other eonnnuintieH for 
the jKKst of Jud^re.s in the Small 0auM‘s (\>urt y 

(h) Is it a fact that at the j>re'*ent numient there is no .\n^-h>> Indian 
filling' such a iK>st 'f If so, why 'f 

(c) How many An^do-lndians, if any. have at any time tilhsl the 
jjost of Judj^es in the Small (’aiises Uourt Y 

['!) When sm li an apixuntimmt last Indd hy an An^do-I miian ^ 

The Hon’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (m AVs 

(/>) There is no An^lo-Indian .lud^'^e at jiresent. No siritahle eandi- 
<lates from tlie An^lo-lndian conimunit\ weit* foithcomin^ at the time 
vacaiu'ievH weie In^t tilled uj>. 

{(') There wt‘re mx Anj;lo-I ndian ^'•(Mitlemen who filled tiie fM:)sts of 
.Tiid^^<'s of the Court at "oim* time oi other from Ist March, IStiH, to 
20th Man h, l!tlS 

{>h The 1 a''t aj»|H»intnu‘nt a*' -lud^e lield h\ an An^lo-Indian was 
from Jnd .laiiuary, ISOfl. to 2t)th March, l!tlS He was Kej,fistrar of 
tins Court tioiii the 2oth tUioher, IH02, to Ist .lanuurv, 1S9(). 

Mr. H. BARTON: til the Hon’hle the Meriiher in char^’<* he pleases! 
to the date* (Ui \slnch the last vae-am les we*n* filhsl?' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must have noliev of this 
(luestnm, 

Mr. H. BARTON: J)kI aTiy Aii^UKlitdiitfi. apply I'' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Wh.ii? 

Mr. H. BARTON: Diini.K tlic lust vacaiirie+i. 

The Hofi^ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: None 

It 

Mr. H. BARTON: Were the vacancies at all notifit*d and candidat<*a 
invited to apply? 

The Hoii^ble Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: 1 muat havo notice of thii 
quMtion. 
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Amount oontributed to the Flood Relief Fund started by the 
Rajshahi Commissioner. 

121. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’Ue the 
Meniher in chaiT^e of th«‘ Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
]>h‘ji.He(l to HtjiU‘ the amount conirihuled uji to date towards the Flood 
f R<dief Fund started by the Oommissioner of the Rajshahi division? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The amount eontrihuled up to the 18th November, 1922, 
was Us. 22,f)()5. 


Settlement of ** char ” lands of Pabna and Noakhali. 

122. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: u/) Will the lion hie the 
Memln'r in eliai^i* of the l)e]>artment oi Revenue (liUnd Uevenm*) be 
jileased to la\ on th(‘ table a statement 'showing the number and area 
of tlie— 

(i) sidthul, and 
{n) unsetthMl, 

eulturuhh‘ chars in each subdiMsioii of the district of Pabna and 
Noakhali ? 

(/>') Is it a fa< t that the lands of th(‘ cAor.v are setthsl with hoiui fide 
ugni'ulturists wlio ar<‘ to live there witli tlu*ir families? 

{(') Will the llon'ble the MtunlHU U' pleustsl to state how much of 
the char lands are settled \fith jieiMins other than the. agriculturists and 
hat is the iiuiiiIkm ol sm h ]H‘isons''' 

{<( ) Are tile (i(>\ernment ('oiisidyiing the desirability of settling 
char lamls with the umMiiphned mi<hlh‘ class imui of Pabna and 
N oakluili ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; {a) A stateim*nt is lanl on the table. 

{h) Yes, mostly. 

((A In Pabna, 3,7 14 acres of land have betui settltMl with 2,3b3 jiersona 
who are other than agriculturists. As regards the ch/ir lands in 
Noakhali the information wanted is not readily available. 

{<!) The memlHM is referred to Rule 13(1 A, ]mge t>4 of the (jovern- 
ment Estates Manual, 1919, and Rule i>oge 2 of the Waste Landi 

Manual, 1919. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No, 122^ thawing the number and area of the settled and unsettled 
culturable “cAars” in each subdivision of the distt'icts of Pabna 
and Noakhali. 
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North Bengal floods. 

123. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: («) Will tli.* lion hi,, the 

Meiiil)t»r in ciuir^^o <,f tin* J)<*jnirtnM‘nt n{ Knvcnui* Itnvnnin*') Ixj 

pleas^Ml to stato whethiT it is a fart — 

(i) that iij) to the >t*ai JiilT. floo,! was almost unknown in Northern 

Bengal, paiticulailv in the aiea-s now- affocted; 

(ii) that within the last four \ears, i.r., from 1918 to 191^2, there 

have lH*en three floods; and 

(ill) that the Hon’ hie the Minister in eharge of tin. Department 
of Local Self-(io\erniiH*iit expressed his otiinion that “ the 
flood in Northern Hengid is owing to a heavy lainfall ’*? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the MenilM*r he pleased to state the reasonii — 

(i) for the ahsence of floods before tlie year 1918; and 

(ii) for the frequency of flooils since 1918? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleawd to state whether it ia 
a fact — 

(i) that during the floods of 1918 and 1920, the CommisHioner of 
the Rajshahi division promptly visited the affected areas 
and did not wait for two weeks before reaching the place 
after the floods had set in ; 
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(it) that the diffeience of water level on both the sides of the 
embanknienii is about five feet; 

(til) that the Commissioner of the Kajshahi division has held that 
iiisufiicieney of culverts was the prime contributory factor 
to these floods ; and 

(iv) that the places on the banks of the Padma, Brahmaputra and. 
Muhunadi have not been affected by these floods ? If so, 
why ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (/) No; for previous sevtue floods in the ureas now 
aft'ected, tlu^ member is referred to the rej)lieH to staired (juestion 
No, XXXI X (/) asked by Mr. Syed Krfan Ah at this session. 

(?./) In addition to the recent floods there was a heavy flood only in 

11 ) 18 . 

(lii) So fur as he rememlxTs, the Hon’ble the Minister stated that 
he understood the flotsl was due h) excessivt* rainfall. 

{(>) In view' of iepli(‘s to {a) (i) and (v) above, this reipiires no 
answer. 

{(') (i) Tlu' fl(M)d of 1918 oc(*urred on the ‘iotli and 2()th Auf^^ust and 
the Commissioner visited the affected areas towards the end of August 
and the beginning of Sc])tember. (lovernment liave, however, no 
information as to whether the (-ommissioner visited the flooded area in 
191*0; Uiere was nothing unusual about this flood except that it w'as 
later than usual. 

{ii) It is iimbustood tliat there was a dift’erenee, but the exact 
amount has not been tle^nitoly ascertained as yet. 

{in) ( i( 0 '«'rnment hav«* no information about this. The matter will 
lie invest ig’uted by a ('ommittee of ex|H‘rts. 

{iv) So far us can W ascertained'from the maps of the affected area 
received from the bxul officers, the banks of the Padma, the Brahma- 
putra. and the Mahanadi do not apis'ar to have In'en affected. Govern- 
ment have no information as to why they were not affected. 


North Bofigal flood of 1918- 

m, SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Memlier in eharjje of the l)t*partment of Kevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a ('ommittee vraa appointed by 
the Government in 1918, presided over hy Mr. ('umraing (now Sir John 
Cumniing) to iiupiir© into the cause of the floods in North Bengal? 
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(6) Did that Committee submit any rejH>rt or make any recom- 
mendations to the Government? 

(c) If so, when was this report submitted to the Government and 
what were the specific recommendations made? 

(^) action been taken on the rejwrt of the said Committee 

during the last four years? If not, why not? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er be jdeastul to state the amount of 
expense incurred on the said Committee? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member Ih^ pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the said rep(»rt ? 

The Hoffi’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: in) The answer is in th«‘ negative. 

(h) to (/) In view of the reply to {a) alM»ve, these (|m‘stions do not 
arise. 


Department of Fisheries. 

125. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the ITon’hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agrn uHure and Indtjstries he pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showirig — 

(i) the expenditure incurred on the Deimrtment of Fisheruvs, year 

by year, sime its creation; 

(ii) the number of officers employed — 

{a) at the time of the establishment of the ile|Mirtment ; 
and 

(h) during the years 1921 and 1922; 

(til) the research wairk done by the Fisheries DejMirtment , year by 
year, since its creation ; and 
(ir) the output of fish in Bengal — 

(ri) at the time when the department was establishei! ; and 
(b) during the years 1920, 1921 and 1922? 

Mr. 4. T. DONOVAN: u) to {It’) A statement is laid on tl\r 
table. 

Statement referred to in reply to un^Oirrrd question So. J2A, xliotnng 
the e^enditure and enhancement of the Fuheries Department. 

(i) Expenditure incurred on the Department — 

Tt»r. Ks{>e«t4iUr* . 

Rii. 

18,053 
26,15T 
61,361 

22 a 


1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 
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Ymr. 

SzptodUar*. 


Rb. 

1914-16 

... 56,927 

1915-16 

37,431 

1916-17 

39,475 

1917-18 

... 44,355 

1918-19 

47,961 

1919-20 

51,730 

1920-21 

40,228 

1921-22 

... 46,552 


Total 4,69,2ri0 


(tt) Numl)er of officers emj)loyed in the Department — 

1911-12: One Deputy Director; two 8uix*riiitendent« of Fisheries; 
two Zoological Assistants. 

1919- 20; One Director; two Sui^enntendents of Fisheries; two 
Zoological Assistants; two District Fishery Officers. 

1920- 21: Director — (Vacant); two SajK'rintendeuts of Fisheries; 

one Zoological Assistant; four District Fishery Officers. 

1921- 22: Director of Agriculture in charge; two Superintendents 

of Fisheries; one Zwlogical Assistant; four District 
Fishery Officers. 

(lit) Account of research work done by the Department for 1911-12 
to 1915-10 was imblished in the rejjorts of the Department of Agriculture 
for those years. Account of research work from 1916-17 onwards is 
incorporated in the Annual Keiwts of the Fisheries Department. 
C\)pies of the rejKU'ts have l)een jdaced on the Library table. 

(iv) Information about output of fish in Bengal is not available. 
Statistics of fish im|x)rted into Calcutta markets only are compiled and a 
sfaten.tnt of the (juantity of fish so imported is given below: — 


Y«*r. 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 
1921V21 
1921-22 


Uauadt, 

192,363 

143,611 

126,025 

240,130 

317,146 

301,254 

306,037 

312,975 

370,119 

417.684 
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Mttiliiiimiclans on the mmitteritl staff in courts in PabmhBogra 
and Tifipofa distriots. 

12S« SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ. Will tho ITon'blo the 
MemWr in charge of the Judicial l)t'|Kirtiuent Ih> pleuml to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(t) the numlier of Muhaininadan and non-Muliuinmadan uiiniMteriaJ 
officers in the civil and criminal courts in the 1*abna>]h>gra 
and Tij>ix*ra districts under the following heads:-— 

(a) jit^rmanent, 

(h) temjsuarv, and 
(c) probationers, 
at present and as in lftl4; 

(it) the number of Muhuinrnadan candidates who applied for np|)oint- 
ments in tlie ministerial stuff of the said courts from 1914 to 
1922; and 

(ill) tho numln'r of Muhammadans who were upfHiintedP 

The Hoffblo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: ii) {a) to {(') A stHtement is laid 
on tho table. 

(it) Fifty-three Muhammadan candidates applied for apixiiniment in 
the ciiminal (ourts of Falma from 1920 to 1922. No further information 
is available. 

(ill) b'ifteeii Muhammadan lamlidateH were apfxnnted in the civil 
and 21 in llie ( liminal courts of the districts of Pabna and Ilogta from 
1914 to 1922. No further infoimati^m is available. 
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MutMiranidafi Cavemment amployMS in Rangpitr. 


m 




127. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: {a) Will tht^ Hcm’ble the 
Meinl)er in charge of the ApiM>inhnent IVpartinent Ik* pleaded to nhow, 
in a tabular form, for the last tive veins, the iiuiul>er of Hiinlu ami Muham- 
madan officers in the ministerial stuff in eai h of the (lovernment de|)iirt- 
ments in the whole of tin* distru t of Hungpui Y 

{It) How many haiui p<h Hindu and Muhammadan residontH of the 
above district have lK»en pidvi<l(Hl with ministerial aj>|K>int ments for the 
aforesaid jieriod Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: {a) and ih) The informe- 

titm is not readily availaldo, and (iov«‘rnnieiit i“onsid(*r that the labour 
involved in its Kunpilation would be iiH-oiiimensurate with the result. 


Refusal of readmission to a plucked student into the 4th year oliM 
of the Presidency College. 

128. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : in) U the Hon’blo 

the Minister in ( haige of the Departnu'nt of Kduration aware that a 
( andidale wlio had been a regulai Htiideiit of the Hindu Si Insd for alKiut 
eight years and of the PrcHidioKN (’ollege for tour years was is'fused 
readmission into the 4th \ear class of the Presidnecy (^>llege friim which 
he apjK^ared at the 11. A. Kxamination liui got plu( ki*d for the first time I* 
(//) Is it a fait that a Muhammadan plucked candidate was admitted ? 
(c) Is it the polic y of the ( iovei niiient to give jueteicnee to Muhaitl* 
madan candidates y 

{(1) Is there any liiinl to the numlM*r ot student" to 1 m* udiuitteil to 
the 4th y«‘ar class? If so. wliat is that limit? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the .Minister 1 m* pleased to lay on the table u 
statement showing the nuniiMT of "tudents admitted to the 41h year 
class during each of the last six yeais? 

(/) Tf in the current \ear the iiumlM*i of students udmitted to the 
4th year class Ik* less than that adiintt^Ml in pfevious years, wdll the 
Ilon’ble tin* Minister Im* jdeased to state the reason for the refusal of 
readiniiiHion of that candniate? 

ig) Wjis there any new ailmission into the said 4th year < lasH I>pfore 
the publication of the II. A. results? 

‘ (h) If so, what is the nuinlH*r so adraitff*d? 

(i) WHiat is the reason for taking in the new candidates insU'od of 
the plucked ones ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C« MITTER: (a) Two plucked Hindu studente 

were refused admission to the 4th year class. It is not known whether 
the candidate referred to in the question is one of them. 

(b) Yes, hut two plucked Hindus were also admitted. 

(c) The fKilicy of Government is to maintain a reasonable proportion 
of Muliamraadan students in Government a)lleges. Twenty-five per 
cent, of seats are accordingly reserved for them. 

(d) Yes. One hundred is the limit aimed at, but the numbers 
depend mainly on tlie niimher i)r()raoted from the 3rd year class. 

(f) (College sessions from Ist June to 3lHt May — 

1921-22 — 99 students. 

1920-21-^7 students. 

1919-20 — 95 students. 

1918-19—120 students. 

1917-18—109 students. 

1910-17 — 88 students. 

(/) The reason for refusing admission to the candidate in question 
is stated in answer to question (/) below. 

iff) Yes. 

(h) Orie admitted on tran.sfer. 

(i) Phu'ked students are not readmitted unless there is some excuse 
for their failure. 


Deputation of officers to the flood-affected area and alleged 
inoonvenieoce caused thereby to the partiea. 

129. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(^i) Is the Hon’hle the Meml>er in charge of the Appointment Depart- 
ment aware that owing to the deputation of officers to the flood-affected 
area in the district of Uogra, criminal and other cases are accumulating 
to the inr(»uvenience and harassment of the iwirties? 

(h) An* the Government considering the desirability of tem*porarily 
incrotusing the number of oflicers to remove the difficulties of the parties? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Government have 
r«K*eived no inforniatioii to this effect from the District Officer, but the 
relief work must of course inU»rfere to some extent with the normal 
work. 

(h) Should the District Officer apply for increased staff, the ques- 
tion would be considered. 
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OpMing of ilttioo gates on the southern bank of MacUkipiir Bhil 

route oanal. 

laO. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will tW Hon’hlo Uio Moroher 
in charge of the Depart inent of Irngation he plea-teil to state whether 
the Government are conttMiiplating the o|HMiing of a sufficient n\iml>er 
of sluice gates in the emhunkment on the stmtherii hank of the Mmluri- 
pur Bhil route canal in order to maintain, tluiing the rains, tin* same 
water level on both sides of the embankment y 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (iovernment are eontemplating the allowing of sufficient 
waterway in the southern embankment of the Mudarijnir Hhil rouW U» 
keep the canal water level as low as jHissible, 


System of supplying drinking water in Chittagong distriot* 

131. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: {a) Will the Hoirblo 
the Minister in charge of the |)t*paitment of Loi al Self-Government Iw 
pleased to lay on the table a stateim'nt showing the numlnT of tanks 
tliat have been exi avated year b\ year in the distriet of Ghiltagorig with 
the aid of the distiiet boaid during the last 10 years, together with the 
c-ost incurred for such exi avations •' 

(b) Will the H on’ble tin* Minister 1 m* ph*iis(*d to stati* what imjrroviv 
ments have been f*ff(‘ctt*d under tin* new s\stem of supi>Iying gofxl 
water by the exi^avation or ie-e\cavation of old tanks and sinking of 
wells over tin* old system of juiNing In the district lioard Iwo-thirds or 
some such j^erceiitagi* of I'osts for tin* i‘X<ava(n)n of tanks)' 

(r) If no improvt*ments liave In-en effect'd, are the Government 
considering the desirability of reveiting to the old system)' 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: toi A statement is laid on the talde. 

(b) Under the Isxal Self-Ciovernmeiit Act the Board ha<l not 
adequate jxiw'er to protect fiom jMdlution private tanks which hud In^on 
re-excuvated at its ex|M*nHe. When the V^illage Self-Government Aet 
is extended to the distrnt, the system of improving privaU* tanks 
without acquisition can Vh? readopted, as the union Ixianls have adequate 
power of control under section TfO of the Act. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 131{a\ 
showing the number of tanks re-excavated by tla Chittagong District 
Board during the last 10 years with the costs met by the Board. 


Year. 


Totid ll□1nber 
of Uiik. 
r»-«'zcaviit«4. 

Total coiit* met 
the Buftrd. 




Rh. 

A. r. 

1012-13 


5 

1,506 

0 0 

1013-14 


32 

22,694 

6 11 

1014-15 


53 

33,256 

10 9 

1015-16 


08 

48,227 

1 3 

1016.17 


21 

13,216 

4 4 

1917 18 


1 

200 

0 0 

1018-19 


1 

764 

1 0 

1919-20 

1020-21 

1921-22 

... 

1 

563 

7 0 


Scholarships to students of backward classes in the districts 
of Pabna and Tippera. 

132. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the lion We tlie 
MinivsU^r in charjfe of ihe l)e|>{iriment of Education he pleased to lay 
on the table a Htateinent Hhowing — 

(t) the number of ,scholarshi|>s awarded to the students of the 
backward classes in the Eabna and TipiH'ru districts during 
the last 10 years; 

(ii) the names of sufh students, indicating the i^eriods and courses 
for which the scholarshiiw were granted; 

(ill) the amount of scholarshijis in eac’h case; and 

(ir) the total amount of such sch()larshii)s ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: i 'he labour and exptuise involved 
in collecting the mass of information which the memlier's (|Ue8tion 
involves is incommensurate with the value of the reply to the public. 


Conotruotiofi of sluice gates to drain out the water of Bhil Gama. 

133. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble tl^e 
Member in charge of the Depi^rtment of Irrigation aware that there is 
a big bhil known as Bhil (landahasli alias Bhil Gazna within the juris- 
diction of iwlice-station Sujanagar in the district of Pabna? 
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(h) If SO, will the Hon’hle the Meml)er l>e pleased to slate the area 
of the said bhil and the names and numlxM* of vijlapres surrounding ity 
(c) Are the Government aware that the (To|»s of tlu> |»eopIe of the 
villages and of the bhil are Ivtdng destroyed every year by the HUtlden 
flooding of the bhil by the iwssing of rain-water through the Hadai 
jola to the said bhil ? 

{(1) Are the (iovernment eonsidenng tin* desirability of taking early 
steps to eonstniet sluice gates at the mouth of tin* jojah 

(e) Are the Government considering tin* dt'sirability of ast'erUiining 
the average amount of (‘io|»s destined every year by the sudden flood- 
ing of the bhil ? 

(/) Are the (fO\ eminent c<insidenng tin* <h‘sirubility of ]ire|iaring an 
estimate for the erection of two sluice gates, cnie at roradudanga and 
another near the mouth of the Ibulai jola ? 

(g) If the answer to (f) is m tin* in*gative, will tin* Hon’hle the 
Member be pl(*iused to stat<* the approximati* ('ost of constructing sluice 
gates nei'essury to prevent the smlden flooding of the said bhiil' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR el 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(b) The area of the bhil ainl the names and number of villages 
8urr(»uii<ling it are not known to this dejnirtment. 

(c) to (/) No. 

(g) The question d(M*.s not arise. 

Travelling allowanoes drawn by the Hon’ble Irrigation Member and 
the Hon’ble Local Self-Government Miratter for visiting the 
flood-stricken area, etc, 

134. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the lion ble the 
Mcml)er in charge of the De|)aitnn*nt of Il4*veniie ( I^and Revenue) be 
pieaaed to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(*) the amount of travelling itllowance of the Ilon’ble the Memlxtr 
in charge of the Department t>f Irrigation and the HoiTble 
the Minister in charge of the Depirtment of liOcal Self- 
Government, resi«*( lively, incurred for their tour to and from 
Darjeeling for insiH*(‘ting the flood-stricken area in North 
Reugal on each cM cusion ; 

(it) the number of times eai h of them visited the said area ftince 
the floods and what was the dumtion of the tours of each 
on each occa.sion ; 

(m) the net resulle of the tours of ea^di of these officers to that 
area; and 
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(iv) the names and numbers of officers employed on flood relief 
oj)t*ration8 and the amounts spent on pay, travelling and 
other allowances for each of them ? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: (f) The information cannot be given now as the Railway 
authorities have not presented their bills yet. They draw no travelling 
allowance. 

(ii) The raeml>er is reft^rred to the reply to his starred question 
No. XXIX as regards my visit. The Ilon’ble the Minister visited the 
urea once. He arrived at Santahar on the morning of the 8th October 
and left for lharjeeling at night. 

(ill) The determination of the necessary mt*asure8 of relief by 
Government. 

(iv) hifty-six officers were employed excluding doctors. Their 
names have not been fully ascertained and tin* publication of them 
would serve no useful pur|K>se at present. The amounts 8j>ent on their 
I«iV, travelling lind otlu'r allowances cannot also l)e given as they are 
still employed. 


Badwa Briranipur Bhih 

135i Mauivi FAZLAL KARIMS (n) Will the Ilon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Deiuirtment of Irrigation ha j)leased to state whether 
he is aware — 

(i) that water remains till danuary in the lladwa Srirainpur Bhil 
within |H)li(‘e-Htation PatuakhoJi in Bakarganj ; 

(if) that damage is^caused to the croi>s which fail every year in 
that bhil ; and 

(ill) that the saniUition of the locality is affected by the stagnant 
water ? 

(b) Are the Government coiisidering tlie desirability of instituting 
an inipiiry into the matter and of taking stejw for the proper drainage 
of the bhil ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, what steps, if any, are 
the Government taking to ameliorate the agricultural and sanitary 
condition of the people in the Badwa Bhil? 

TIM Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) tt), (fi) and (iit) No such complaint has yet reached 
the Government. 

(b) Not in contemplation at present. 

(c) No apjwar necessary at present: 
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Non-registration of ** kabuliyat ** of an undar^aiyat to r o n ew 
lease every nine years. 

130. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM, (a) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Dejwrtineiit of Education aware of the inconvenience 
that is caused to under-raiyats owing to the existence of a circular to 
the effect that the kahulnjat of an under-rai\at with a condition to 
renew* the lease ever\ nine years will not he registered ^ 

(6) Are the (iovernment considering the desirahility of cancelling 
the circular and issuing insti net ions to the sul>-registrars to that 
effect? 


The Hon*ble Mr. P. C* MITTER; {<i) ami {h) The circular referred 
to is one has(Ml on the ]u•o^ isions of the Itengal Tenanc y Act and the 
Registration l)t‘partinent has no diserc'tion in the inatter. (icrv’ernment 
are unable to cancel tin* cinular unless the law' is aiinuided. The 
Minister is not in a inwition to state whether this provision of the* 
Tenancy Act c auses incouvcunence to uiider-rui} ats. 


Damodar canal proJ«d. 

137. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
llon’hle the MeiiiU*r in charge* id' tin* Department of Irrigation l>e 
pleased to state — 

(/) the progress of the Damodar canid projei i; and 

(ii) the amount of money sjK'iit up to ilate ior the jMirf)OKe? 

The Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BU ROWAN: (/) The (ommanded and irnguhlc areas which the 
projK>stHl canal w*ill serve, have l)e<*ii imchtigated as well as tin* duly 
of water. The project is now read\ to lH*gin the detailed estimate, hut 
as the scheme is ** non-jiroductive " imthing fuithcr will he done till 
the requirements of the Hengal Agr K'ultural and Sanitary Im|a'oveinent 
Act, 1920, have been complied w ith. 

(u) A sum of Its. 8, ‘100 has lK*en six*nt uinlei the head “ Surveys 
and Investigations ” out of which the exix*ndiiure during the current 
year amounts to only ]U. 6<t ow ing to work having }>een carried out by 
a permanent Assistant Engineer. 

Audit rifiort of the inoome and expendituro of the unioii boardi 
in the diftrict of Hooghly. 

133. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’We the Minister in charge of the Department of liOcal Self- 
Qoveniment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing with the 
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audit raport in each case the income and expenditure of each union 
board in the district of Hooghly under heads— 

(t) establishments; 

(ii) education; 

(in) roads; 

(iv) sanitation; 

(r) proviHioi) for drinking waiter, etc,; and 
(vi) primary education? 

(h) 1h the Hon’ble the Minister aware that in the assessment of 
taxation by the union hoards of the district of Hooghly, tax has been 
imiHised on agricujtural income, and that the general financial condi- 
tion of the tax-payers has not been considered? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
st<^|w in the matter? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) Gopies i>f the audit re|H>rts are laid on 
the liibrary tabb». 'bhe compilation of the figun*s askc‘d for would 
involve much time and labour and would not in tin* opinion of (iovern- 
ment 1 h' justified. 

{h) The attention of the meml>t‘r is invited to clausi* (c) of the 
answer given to unstarred qu(‘stion No. 82 asked by him at the meeting 
of the 4th duly, 1921. The Di.strict Magistrate rejiorts that assessment 
of taxation by the union boards has been imjKised not only on agricultural 
income but also on other financial resources of individual tux-payers. 

(r) Government do not proiKise to interfere with the discretion of 
the union Inmids in the matter. 


Introduction of outposts under thanas in Calcutta. 

139. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police DejMirtment be pleased tt> state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the system of outjiosts under the 
thanas was .introduced in the Calcutta jMilice in 1916 to 
check crimes and facilitate the detection of crimes, after the 
method of the London pidice? 

(6) what is the annual increase of expenditure incurred on main* 
iaining this new system of outposts? 

(r) whether it is a fact that several houses have been rented foi 
these outjxists P 

(d) If so, what is the annual expenditure under this heading P 
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Tll6 Hon’bld Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON* {a) On the reorgunixation 
of the Calcutta ix)lice in 19 Hi, modelled on the urrangements in force 
in the London police, the {xdice area of (Vlcutta was dividetl into 
secitions for the purjxHe of the control and investigation of crime and 
eacdi section w^as divided into two sub-sections in charge of a vSergeant 
for the purjiose of jratrol. 

(6) Ex{)euditure on this account is not kept on record seiwrately. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The annual cost of renting sub-section lumses is Hs. 79,188. 

Azimganj City station. 

140. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA • With refereiU'^' to 

the answer given to unstair<*(l qm‘stion No. of Habu Satish ('handra 
Mukharji at the August Session of tlie (Niuncil reguiding the construc- 
tion of platforms at Trilieni and Azimganj stations, will tbe Hon'lile 
the Minister in charge' of tln^ DejKii t inent of l*uhli<“ Works be pleased to 
state what ein uinstanctvs ha\e, in the nnuintmii* uiisen, which justified 
an iiHjUiry being made (Ui the l^th ( ti tober last, at the Azimganj (bty 
station, with tin* leading gentlemen of Azimganj and .liagaiij hy the 
District SujHuintetideiit , .Snladjgan j, a< coinjMini<‘d by the TraHic Manager, 
Howrah, in regaid to a piois>sal t<> dose down that illy ntationy 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Dey): It iH not piopo'.eil to < bise down Azimganj 
Chty flag station. 'File iiKjUiis lefeiied to was held in connection with 
certain projMisals regarding <‘conomy. 

Suresh Chandra Sen Cufita. 

141. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: < Will the Hon ble 

the Member in chaige ot the INdiliial DejKutment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that '«ome lime ago the Madias jail authorities 
addresmul a letter to this (loveinment aiieiit the leh'ase of a {>oiiticiil 
didenu, Bahu Suiesh Chandra Sen (iuj»ta, since the Bengal I’arlition 
agitation day.s, and now' an inmat<‘ of the Ma<!raH Ihoiilentiary ? 

(6) Is it a fact that tiie release of this detenu has lM*come due an 
long as three months ago, and that no reply has, as yet, Ikmui given by 
tbia Government? 

x'c) If the reiiJy to (h) 1m^ in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reason for the delay in reply? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Mernln'r be pleased to state the decision, 
if any, which the Government have come to either in regard U) the 

release or otherivist* of the said dtdenu? 

• 

Tim HofPbla Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (d) Attention » 
inTited to the reply to a starred c|uestion No. LVI on the subject aaked 
by Sbab Syed Emdadul Ha<i at this meeting. 



340 


RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. [2Tth Nov. 


Reeoiutions 

(on motters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council will now resume the consideration of 
resolutions on matters of jj^erieral public interest. I call upon Maulvi 
Rafi IJddin Ahmed to move his resolution regarding political prisoners. 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: This resolution or its equivalent was 
moved in this (’ouncil ami carried; but as no effect has been given to 
it, I have thought it fit to bring it uj) again. As I have been assured by 
the (JovernTn<‘nt that the Iloirble the Member in charge will favourably 
consider individual cas(‘H on our apjdying to him, I l)eg leave to withdraw 
the resolution whirh stands in my name. 

It was as follows: — 

“ This ('ouncil recommends to the Oovernment that they lx* jdeased 
to grant a general amnesty to all jxditical prisoners in Hengal, namely, 
thos(* convicted imder the Criminal Caw Aimuidment Act or under the 
Penal C’cxle for ixditical offences.” 

^Phe motion was then, by b'ave of the (V)uncil, withdrawn. 


Release of political prisoners. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recom* 
mends to thi* (loveirnimMit that those }>olitJcal prisoners in Hengal who 
have not been convlcte<l of violence or of d(‘stiuction of projHuty or of 
incitement thereto, should be released immediately. 

Tie dtdivered his sfH»ech in Hengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — ♦ 

In moving this resolution, 1 might observe that a similar resolution 
was |niss«*d in tliis Council oul> a year ago. but what action has been 
taken by th«' (lovernment on it has ifot yid come to light. The Govern- 
ment are. therefore, losing the confidenc<* which the |H‘0])le have hitherto 
rejxised in them. The noii“(‘<M)}H‘ration movement is now in its full 
swing. We have come to the Counc il to co-opt*rate wdth the Govern- 
ment and although the Government might Umk upon us with an eye of 
distrust and suspicion, nevertheless our duty would be to co-operate 
wdth them whole-heartedly. Only a few years biick the Government 
were l(X)ked \i\Hn\ as the wa bap of the i)eople. But what is their poai- 
lion now? Tlie pt‘ople have no (confidence in them now, and hence the 
origin of the secret soeietie.s and the non-eo-operation propaganda in this 
country. 

The saying is al mazi azkuru, that is, “ do not speak of the past.” 
Some of the |x>litical prisoners have l>eeii released as their term is over, 
and those who are still in the jail will be released sooner or later, la 
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there any one in the ITcnise who will W in a jH>‘iition to say tliat these 
IK>litieal prisoners have shown by <hK‘<I or ai'lion any si^rn of th(‘ viola- 
tion of law and order so lon^ as they are rotting*- in jaili" If not. then 
w'hy should not the heni^’-n (ioverninent show cleiiuMicv to tlieni? 
These are only jxilitieal prisoners. I lonfess, Sn, that I loathe the 
very idea of ineareeratin^ tluvse men for ]X)Iilieal (►pinions onlv. These 
are not ordinary eiiniinals. Most of them have h<‘t‘n arn'st<*d heeanso 
they have uttered either liaudc Mut/irntn or (iautlln Mdluiitmi k\ jai. 
Not onlv this. ^[an\ iniKMauit jH‘rsons have also Ihmmi sent to jail. 
Then, a^rain. thei'e are otlnus vvlio hav(‘ not Ixam li}M>rat(‘d Ix'causo they 
vv’oiild not ^'iv(‘ security for tlimr future condin't. oi tlnur ihutnh im- 
])ressions. Th(*v ar(* not actuated hv anv soidnl motive Tlieir aspi- 
ration is noble and hi^'-h, and thev embiac(‘ tail life ami all sort.s of 
dan)Z(*rs in tlu‘ pursuit (►f their cause. As a matter (d fact^ th(‘v an' 
tin* flov\(*r.s of the societv . men of li^»-ht and leadni).r. nn‘n whose* cause 
is the attainment of ITonn* Kulc* and who di» not like* that the (boern- 
ni(‘nt of tin* countrv should 1 h* in tin* hands i>i a foi(*i;..:'n bureaucracy, 
and should lx* for \(*ais and V(‘ais unde? ]>aialvsin^^ sub|ection If tin* 
( lov (*r?inieiit appieln*nd that t}n‘se nn*n on tln*ir n*lease will haran^nn* 
tin* public and rouse tin* mass into a<tion a( tnui cd an a^^'iessiv(* 
character - t In*!. thc\ laii be iea!restc‘d and sent back to jail The law 
is vours and vou can use it as v ou like* 

1 aTn sure* the iion-co-o}>erators will snee‘r at nn* ami tii'af niv prtn>osiil 
for tln*ir lilx'rat ion with scorn It doe's mu maltt'i mm h It is m\ dutv 
to act uj) to mv consenmee Thc'v will think that it is simplv fiitih* em 
mv paTt to howl a^^ain and atrmn. be*causc‘ lln'V labeuir umle*i the* impres- 
sion that it will be* a erv in tin* wdeh'iin'sH d’ln* (loveumnieiit . I am suie*, 
will do some*thin^ this time. Iie*t me i4*e ite the famous I’c'isian )M»cni in 
this conneH-tion : 

TiUkii tfinad (ifnir An/ hlnuidad rim man, 

Jana f//nad iff A/// jnslmnd lahand. 

“ so long ns the child do<*s jjot erv , it cloes not get food fiom its mother; 
the garden is Tn>t covc'red with vu'rdutc* unlesv, then* m a heavv shower 
of rain.” We* have* cri(*d for thes<' men in s^'ason ami out of season, and 
we hope* that th(‘ ffov<‘rnment will do somolhmg this time .Sir, them ih 
G od overhead 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: May I rise to a 
point of order*'' lie* m discussing n*ligion 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: We* c’annot allow tliat. A"ou must ronfine voiir- 
wdf strirtlv within the limits of tin* terms of vour resrdution and you 
mu.st not enter into c|uestions (»f ndigion c»r anything else whicli is 
not included witliin the terms of your resolution. 
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SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ criticised the lulin*; of the Hon’ble 
the I’residetif. . 

Mr.. PRESIDENT: You riot rofci’ to in\ You must 

(lisi UNs your I«‘^olutloll, You mii^t ko4*j> witliiti ilio tiums of your resolu- 
tion, 01 I caniiot allou you to on, 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Whnti vm we may tlm k of the 
jHilitual tiO'tiis of tlic Sliali Saliih. 1 llunk, \\ e ou'^ht to admiie his 
piTsisimice Ml till's (’onixil Ylie quo'^lmu of politual pnxmeis lias 
heen a hone of lontention hetwetui tins ( 'oimt il and tht* (io\ ei ninmit tor 
a !on;j' tirm*, and I think tliat it is (|Uit<‘ time 4>noui,''h that soim* finalitv 
was anned al ahout the jniIk y wlin h the (io\ej!imenl ha\e .idojited in 
dealinjj vilh llH‘-<e piisoner*'. 

More than a \ e.n a;jro, this ('ouneil h\ an tn et '' helm i n lt m.i|orit\ 
reeommeiided to tlie (io\einim*nt that iiono o-opei at ion politnal pti- 
soneis miylit lie lortliuith set at ItlM*rt\ dlieie was a j^Meat deal of 
dis( iissioM . the political situation of the (ounti\ at that time was dis- 
cussed and 111 spite ot tio\einment opposition, that lesolution was 
cart led 

Then, ajiain. duiiiii; the last August session of the (’ouneil. wIumi 1 
mo\<‘d an ad join ament oi the llous(‘ in otdei to disi uss the timitmi'iit 
of jxditieal piisoneis m Ihiris.il .lail. most ot us. who spohe on tliat 
r(*s<d ut loll . demanded that all the polltK.il JUisoiieis \\ lio wele stdl in 
jail, ae'ainst the i ei ominemlat ion ot this roumil. should he toithwith 
Hct at 1 i1k‘|I\ What has ( io\ ernnn'iit (huie''^ How has (lo\eiiiment 
aeeepletl (he tet omineiidal loli <d t h is ( 'ouneil ' I h.i\e lu*aiil - 1 su]>]>ose 
I ou;.rht to sa\ I lu'atil with pleasuie - that tlu' Iloti’hle the Memhei in 
chaise has lateU ielease«l man\ ot thesi* politnal juisoneis hut they 
ha\ e not t ideased all ot t hem . and 1 do not know w h\ t he rest of t hem ha^4‘ 
not In'cii releas«M] Tin* jadn a whieli t he t io\ el nment ot Hen;jal ado]»t(‘(l 
Ml dealing'' w ith (hem has lemained th<‘ sarmn and 1 think that it is for this 
(’ouneil to insist that (he i eeonnmmdat ion ot thi' Coum il sjumld he toith- 
with aeeepted h\ (»o\einnn‘n( 

Wh‘ ha\e all he.iid about this 4‘\|M‘iiment i>t' d\aieh\. hut I ask the 
Hon’lih' the Memlx*! in ihaiijie in all sei lousm'ss, whetlnu hv i^fiioniijjr, by 
delihei at4*l \ lenonuji. tin* i eeommeiid.it loiis of the (oumil. the (toveni- 
nnuit Is jj-ivinj.; .i juaitnal di'miuist i ,it ion of this unuiue 4*xj)eiiment on 
n'spoiisihh' ( io\ et imient l*eo]>h' think that v\e are hete doin^ no ^o<id 
to the eountiN. that out rtn ommemlat loiis fall flat W’^h\ is this that our 
None is n’).ratthnl as a <i\ in the w ihlei ness Is it because it can be 
i^^-noied with impunitA’' K\en tlu' KxetutiAt' (loveinment must admit 
that as fat as the\ ate l omeined. the jxilitieal situation ot the (Duntry is 
now mm h U'ttet than what it was more than a V4*ai aj^o 'I*he\ have no 
eomplaint against the jMitv t4> whom these prisoners Indon^, and 1 can 
gay, w ithout fear of contradiction, that many of these prisoiiern would not 
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have gone to jail, had tliev Init (uied to defend thelns«d^t*s in the law 
coui'ts. It is a wcdl-known iaet that iiionI ()f ihtMii niad(‘ no dt‘fenet‘ at 
all. I have inx^tdi exanutied sonie ot the (■a>t‘s and I do not tind that 
there was any paitu iilar ease against nian\ ot them. 'I’heietoie. I think 
that it Is hut tali’ an<l jUst that tlu‘ ( io \ cm nnieiil should listen to the voice 
of the ('ouncil — a \oue who h ha.s ht‘en lejwMted mou‘ than once — uiul 
set all of them at lihert\ 

Rfli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS I do not knou wluit is the 
reason tor in_\ irHUol the Shall Sahil) cnnnng Itu’w.ud with sm h a lesidu- 
tion. I heie was th<‘ i ei onmieiidal ion ot this ('ouioil that all jiiditical 
prisoiKM's, / r , })eisons incaneiated under tin* irpiessixe laws should Iw* 
.s(‘t at liheitN. d'liat i ('coniinendaf ion was nnoh’ long ago (hoeinniiuit 
at tliat tune nnoh* much id the poliloal situation juexailing then So 
tar as 1 lenieinhei, the Hon’ide Sii II<*ni\ Wliocler said that ia\il dis- 
(dieduMKo was (oniin^ and that ( io\ oi iiincnt i oujd not allow ihesj* poli- 
tnal piisoncis, w lio would he Used as \4)lunti‘ois toi' piepaiing lh(‘ 
glound lol ci\ll (1 istd>ed K'lK to come (Uit ot |ail at that iillical time 
I'rohahh the Shah Sa Inh cm oui ag«*d h\ the juosent politoal (oiiditioii 
and also h\ the t **< om mendat mns of the (’i\il l)is(dM‘dience (’ommittei*, 
has hiought t(Mwa?d thi- le^Mlulion It known to all (d iis that the 
ti'iisiMii Inis hcen ni'i'li t'ao-i ami that nono o.n)»ei .itor s aie not going 
to lauiK h <i\l! d|s(d)ediomo End**! these ( ii < uinst.im es, j thiiik the 
(fioeinment mioht m tlo* ahseioo of tli.it guturid, 1m* well advised I'Ven 
flom theil’ point (d view to a< ( ept tli's ii'-Mdutioli now Nfoleovel, tlo* 
Shah Sahih’s lesohitioii sa\s that onlv tho'-e piisoiieis sliniild he set fr«*e 
who ale not in ali\ wav ;juilt\ ot vndeior 1 )»ut a t|Uestion soiio* tniO' 
ago as legaids the numhei <d piditoal piisomis who were {.Militv of 
vndeiiM*. and in aiiswei to that. ( invei nno*iit said -so far as I lememhcr 
-that onlv an iiisi|.' nifii .int numhei was ;^'uiltv in that wav When that 
Is the < Use . 1 think t hei e m mi hat m now . i egai d 1 m*i ng hml to tin* pi esen t 
jwditK al situation, in ae< opting the le'.nliilom of Shall Sved I'imdadnl 
Ila.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; 1 regn t that tin S ll*s(»lu- 

tlon lias heeii liloiiglit foiwald because It tc-mU to stii oji the aslM*s of 
(dd eont l o\ ei s|ev .md I |»*gM*t it the liioie fhi*c .nise the Shah Sahih. iti 
hi’inging folwaid this ipn-stion. admits hiiiiscdf that his niilv n*asnn for 
doing so is that In* m hkc* tin* impoitunate wnhiw It alwavs seemed 
to imn witli all dm* (h‘fi*iem(* to mv c olleagm*. that tin* unjust juflge in 
that ease* was .i c ivil judge ami not a c nnonal om* In anv case I can- 
not see how In* ecoild. on tin* giouml im*ielv cd tin* import unit le*^ of tin* 
widow, have eitliei ic*lc*asc*d oi' joit inlc> piiscm anv hcnlv of ]»c*isons, 
yovernim'iit is m tin* s.nm* positnm hc*(ausc* of tin* impoituni- 

ties of the Shall S.chih. T am afia'cl w«* an* unahh* to altc*i our altitude*. 

The mover admits that In* chws met know win* thpKt* priHoner« are, 
where thev are. or anything at all about them There in a eoii'^iderahle 
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amount of niiHajjjuchon.sion about the jueseiit position as regards what 
are known as |K>liti( al juisoneis. Tiieir total nuinlKM’ is, I think, smaller 
than is usually thouglit. The hi^t jail return I have received shows 
tliat there are 220 ju isoners called non-( o-operators. That includes 
n(>t onl\ all pnsoners r<*ceived hack tiiun tin* Andamans, who were 
HcmtencfHl to t ranspiu tat ion for lite many _\ears ago. hut all those who 
hav(' he(‘n convict(‘(l for stslitious writings or ■'Cilitious sjhhu lies, and 
it furthm- includes (‘ver\hod\ else, who wa^' coiiMc ted ot any offence 
what(*ver, (ailing- himsell a non-co-operatoi I think tliat T am right 
in saying that exc(‘pt tliosf* who were (onvict«Ml of scrlitious writings and 
sjweclies, th(‘re is juacticalU no om* in jail now who w*as arrested in 
thos<‘ trouhlous months, .lanuar\. l'\'hruary and March last ytuir. 
There ait‘ v(‘r\ few- — I have not analysed tin* tigur(‘s and, therefore. T 
speak Nuhject to collection, hut T should sa\ that tlieie an* not more 
than 20 to 00 peoph* in jail who have h(*en convH ti*d und«*r the Ciiminal 
liaw Ani(‘ndm(‘nt Act I’ln* r<‘mainder include* tin* .\ndaman prisoners 
and a certain nuinher (d thosi* who W(*re (<»n\ictt‘d toi s«*ditious s]>eeches 
and writings In that < onnet t ion, to show what attitude the (lovern- 
iiKMit hav(^ tak(‘n u]>, I would |M)int out th.il a ''tat(*nn‘nt showing ]u’os<*- 
cutions foi s«‘ditiou> off‘enc(‘s dining the ]K'riod .liiin*. 1021, to Xovmn- 
l.i'r, 022, -includes lo conNict(‘d under s<‘<‘tion 12-1 A. of whom threi* 
ha\e he(‘n ndi'ased no luding- oin* on ajndogv ; niin* convit t(‘d under 
sei'tions 124 .\ and Ih'lA of wln>m foui ha\<‘ ln*<'ii r(*leased : tw(» convicted 
undei’ H(‘ction lo.'lA, hoth of whom ha\(* lH*en reh*a''ed . for s(*ditious 
writings, oin* wa*' c(Ui\i<-tt*d un<h*i s(‘<(ion 12 lA and si\ havi* lK*(‘n 
r(d(uiM(‘d on ajudogN ; uinhu’ sections 12 L\ and loOA comhnn*d, three 
Wi're coin ict(*d and tln‘\ have* all h(*(‘n reh'ased 

As this motion h.is h(*en hiought lorward. 1 think that it is ni\ duty 
to explain once mon* to tln'^Couin d what the position of tin* tfovt*rnment 
is have he<‘n addressed on se\(*i,il o( casions for an amnestv. 1 

(juite admit that tin* Shah Sahih do(*s not go so far as that Tie only 
wants tin* ndiniso of a certain rhis*. oj prisoinu-s Put with regard to 
the (tiu'stion of an amin*st\, I ]>ut it to tin* Council that then* must 1 h' 
.sonn* basis for Covernment to exenusi* its powers and irraiit an amnesty. 
Amnesties are g-ranted on (X'l'asions of public n'joii ing, though the Tail 
(\)Tnmi0<y* has \oieed. what I think is a verv g('n(*ral o]>inion, that the 
rch'iise of ordinaiw conviets ou society is not p(‘rhaj>s the lM*st way of 
showing juihlit* rejoicing; hut what is the basis of this request for an 
amnesty of which the Siiah Sahib’s resolution is merelv a branch? 

In the first ]daee. whom do a on call a ]M>Htieal prisoner and what 
is a political offence'^ The Tail romniittee discussed the question of 
political prisoners and politi<'al offences from tin* point of view of the 
motive, and they have definiteL reeorded tiieir opinion that thert* is no 
justifieation for treating an offender stioeiallv he**anse of his motive. 
The claim that offenders should receive discrimination liecaiise of the 
motive of their offeine, if pushed to its extreme, amounts to this: that 
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uiui’der is not murder if the victim is u i>oliticul opponent, and 
that dacoity is not dacoity if the money is used to obtain arms to 
overthrow (Tovernmcnt . That i.s an extieme statement of the I’ase. 
(ioverniiieiit have ne\er nn t>^ni/aHi, and are not pu'pariMl to iwognize, 
that the motive lor a crime ^iv(‘s an^ claim to sjhhiuI treatment after 
conviction. The motive ma,\ olten (piite pro|K'ily U' taken into aci'ount 
in awai'ding sentenct‘s 1»\ the court, but once the sentence has Ihmui 
awardtsl, tin' motixc doi's not ^'ivt* to (JoNernment any justiti(’at!on foi 
not carryirij^* out that smileiice. It we remo\e tiie (juestion ot motive 
then a jM)litical otfeiidei is a man wlio has committed an (dfence affainst 
the Stati*. AVell. 1 put it to the ('oiiinil that offenc«\s afi’iiinst the 
Statt‘, thon^^li they nia\ in\«>Ivt‘ no moral tuipitinle, are surtd\ as 
sei lolls as oltences a^miiist juixatt* nnlmduals I would juit it furtlu'r 
that th('\ aie really nioie stMioii-. inasmuch as they strike at tlie very 
hasis oi the State \^ hn h jiroteits tin' ri<rhts ot pinate indivnluals 
The\ . thnetorc, in stiikini^’- at tht' Sl,it<‘. strike at the ii^dils of all 
pn\ ate null \ nluals, and I will ask t he ( 'oum il w het hei the\ are prejiared 
to a^^ie^' to a |)rop(is!i i(Ui that otteiices a^Minst tin* Stale ale vt'iiial 

If we ienn)\e lii(‘sf iu<» the question ot moti\<* and the nh*a that 
otleines ajjaiiist the Stale ,ii(“ \enial - then 1 think that the ('ouneil 
will ,iynee that theie lein.iiio no leason wh\ sptaial tieatinent shouhl 
U' aefoidtMl as a < las^ td ]>tdit)(al otbndeis. and (ooetnmetit a«lhert‘ to 
the j>osition tliat the\ hvi\e alwa\s lakeii np. that tlu'v »annot deal 
with t In “s(‘ oft eiidei s a s a ( las*. 

The leasojis wiinh weie hroiitrht torwaid toi the release ot indivi- 
duals Would ])i esiiiii.i hi \ he that the seiiteines were too s«‘vere oWlli^’’ t<i 
tin* ( 11 ( u til st a n< es utidf i whnh thev weie passiMl. or that the stoiteln es 
.dleadv seived ale sllflltieiit to a(hie\*‘ the (dqe* I (d the punishment, 
deteiieiit oi i eiot mat oi v I wcnihl read to theCouinil an extract tiom 
a spet>( h ot' Ills l‘]\<elleii( \ at M \ lin'tisin^^h oli the Till Alienist last de«il- 
ine’ With tills \«u\ (jUe-»tiol' Ills Kxeelleinv said : 

III. rr^^ard ti* the for an ainn«’st\ for all |ailiii(al prjs(»iJ(*rK, 1 tiior 

only lv\o liiin^-'s i<, ‘.a\ 1 !io lu^t is t!>at it js ropn-henn-d to iin* nr 1 

iai\i‘ rea'*oM to Im’Imoo that H.-jitoro of inijir tsmijiioiit aro for sorne uiiiMa nr 
.iiiotiior ijn<ltd\ severe oi inap[»r(»|a i.alo to tfa- iilfenti* < otninil t^-d , 1 hliall uivtnvs 
tako steps to fiave titein re\)oaod I }ta\e in fait reor'utlv rev lowed the senn-rireK 
persons imprisoned for offences in connection with the non-co- 
o|M‘ration tJiov einent in MMiieiisin^h with tfie result that hfi\ •* t isai r«di*ased 

an<l four ha\o fiad their s<*iilenies lonsidorahiv r«Hlii<<‘d 

The sot oiifl ihiiiir I fia^e to sav is that the onlv j ti -I ite at inns for a (general 
n lease of iwrsoiis who lia'o (omrn.lt<*d tUfein es against t h* law in (oui»4*<tinn with 
n jMililKal atjitation would lx*, if i ii < unistajit es had so ihaiu^'d that the anilation 
itself were at an end and llial the |H'rsons ri-?eased would Iw uiuler no inrlui einent 
to reiu'w tlu’ir illegal aitoities Suf h a Mluation n ,i\ aiiso oiu* fja\ in inrinoition 
with thf‘ non'<se<i|K>ration inovoment It has riot are*‘n yt It is not i*\eti <nn- 
tAidfsl hy tli()s<> who ask for a ^«*norrtl amnestv that su< h a situation lias uriHeii 
All tliat is stat<'<l is that ‘ the |wa»e of the t'»»unir% is not seriously < ndani'eMsi ” 
That IS trill*, hut it ts only true iMsaiise those win l,a\e disturla^d it, and would 
disturb it anain if they could, are now in prison 
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Thai is the ui|^unieiit ol the Shah Sahil), that alter all there will be 
110 haiin, hut to their j)ie\ioiis decision (jovernineiit adheie. e are 
always j)iej»aie(l to leview (lie case ol any indiNidual which is broiijfht 
to ovii iiotue. We ha\i‘ roiiipaiati\cl\ M‘centl\ reviewed the eases of 
all ])iihoiiers in all districts and hii\e leleasiMl a very lar^e number ol 
tlxun an<l rcdu((‘d the sentences of a ^ood nnnibtM' nioie. e liave also 
issued 01 dels lliat we aie jirejiared to foreg‘o the bonds for keeping the 
])eace iti tlu* cas<“ ol a <-eitain nunilxM of j)risi)ne!s v ho have served 
tloMi' substantiM‘ sentences but who aie still in piisoii because they 
reliisiMl to the bonds leijimed by the ('ouit to keep the peace. We 
have said that v^e no lon>^^e! wish to in.sist upon these bonds because of 
the ]»iesent alteied <*onditions ol the country. 1 have alieatly tohl 
some nieinix'is of tin* (’(uincil that it they send uu‘ the naiiu* ot any indi- 
vidual who they .think has b(‘en eitlou unjust 1 \ tieated or has alrtuidy 
servi'd a Nutlieieiit ])oiti<»fi cd the sentenee, I am alwavs ]>n*l>ared to 
consider and H'\i«*w and, if necessai_\, to .scmhI tor the lecoids and look 
into the case ni\s(di. Soim* memhers of the Council Inivi* alieatlv 
lirouijfht such cases to m\ indue; wludbei they arc satistied with' the 
ordei s p.tss<Ml ol not is a difleieiit mattei 

l.astl\, Sii, 1 would ask theCouiicd wheihci the sc( ond condition 
laid down in His KxcelcncCs sjmmx h is lultilleil (Io^»‘nlment Irankly 
admits that tin' piesent condition oi the count! \ is \er\ diftVicnt iroin 
what it was six months a^o, lull can it he sanl that (‘^er\ thin^^ has luxui 
waslied out ? 

\\ (• ha\e ie<t*litl\ liad tlu* report ol tlu* Cnil Disobediema* Coiii- 
mitt(*e — Rai llaiendranath Chaudhuri is optimistic eiiou^h to sa\ that 
civil diN(d»edi(‘n<e is dead — atitl I uould ask e\ei\ ineiiihei (d tlu* Coun- 
cil vslietlier lu* ctuild sa\ , altci a juMUsal of that ii‘{H>it. (hat laie liatr»‘d 
or civil (lisohedleiu'c Wiisde.uiy d'lu* u hole ot tliat rejMiit hlcathes one 
lotifT intention to woik n^ civil disobedience and i ivil disobedience in 
its final and most fanatical form Hoth sides of the ]>resent contioversy 
in non-co-(»iM‘i at loll (juartt*rs put forward civil disobedieiua* as wliat 
tlu*> arc ainiin^ at 'I'ho.se who wisli to ent(‘i the ('ouiu ils wish to do 
so ill oide? t(* put the (\uiiuils out of theii w'a> so that they nia\ have 
n fret* hand for cimI disolu’tlience. l'lu*\ recognize, I am g^lad to say, 
tliat tln*,Councds art* a bulwaik against cnil disolH*dience. Those who 
are not in favt>ur of etitt*iin^ the Councils jmt it on the ground that 
entt'rintr tlu* ('tunicils will -take awav their energies from pursuing their 
main oliject whit h is i nil dist»bedieiu*e. 

Tilt* statement of Mt (taiullii made last year has remained uncon- 
ltadit*tt‘d tliat the whole objetd of creatintr volunteers and enrolling? 
voliint(Hi*rs IS to )irepare the w’av for civil disobedience. Even such 
babl and unctun iuciiijr sketches of a ptditically ('on'^trui t ive programme 
ns are put forwanl, ^ive us no reassuraut e The only programmes I have 
seen put forward- aud I ri*ad the non-co-o[>eration pajiers sedulously — 
have btH'ii iu the direetion of Communism tiuped with Bolshevigm. 
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Theiefore, altliougli I tbaiikfully admit that tho situation is vt‘n diffor- 
eut iiom what it was la.st 1 think that tin* Coumil will not ho 

pri*i)au*d to say that tho w hoh* <lan^oi has jias>f<l. and that on that 
a<<()iiiit \\v -should inakt' a ( loan sW(‘op ol th«‘ inon in jail. 1 have 
not oxainmod in ihuail tin* fi^'Ui(‘s ot tho nnui in jail and I do not know, 
thoioioio, ]uoiis(d\ to intw nian\ this ios«dutnin would attuallv applx, 
luit I would lopoat. Ill lonclusKui, that (io\oiniuont will alwa>s 1 h' 
willing t(^ (oiisidoi and loviow an> indixidua) caso that may ho hiou^iTht 
to its not no. aiid wIhmo ( io\ iMnimuit aio not juopartnl to roh'aso any 
])aitioulai indnnliial ahout whom a io(|U«‘st is nunh’ toils, 1 should ho 
juojiaiod lo tho inonihoi. who inakos tliat KMjUOsi. tin* loasous w h> 

(fo\oinnn*nt an‘ not in a jiosition to ^»'iant it 1 think tliat tho (iovtMii- 
mont's jiosition is Ian and lo^-n al and 1 tlnnk that tho ('ounoil will ho 
jua'jiaiod to aoi opt it . 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 (‘aiinoj oonsouMiti- 
oUsl\ s,i\ that t ho w hoh' d,i njroi , as t ho llon’hh* Ml Stophoiison has said, 
of Jiol't n ,ii t til nioil h.is p.issod aua\ IN' has niado a i^ood t aso aj^’aiiist 
tho L't'itoi.ii aiiiiiost\ Hut ihoio ai<‘ oMasioiis w hon a litth* inon \ is 
poliln I holio\(‘. Sn. that thou'j'h tlo' w holo dano-ia has not \ot passod 
awa\ tho af^nfaiois ha\o ( onio to soo tho loil\ of thoii w.i\s Thai hoiiii,: 
so. ( i ()\ Ol nniont ni,i\ ix' a litth' inon* h'liiont than tho\ won* holon* I 
know iii.iin ot lintso wlio liaxi* Im'(Mi imprisoin'd an* nn'ii of \om hi|.rh 
(ii.iiaitoi. 11)011 w'lio ha\o Ix'on mislod h\ suoh olios as uo hoanl \oslor- 
da\ - that thiilv \oaisor toitv \oais n ,an ahsiinlh hmj.: PoiumI Ioi tin* 
at taiiiiiiont of ynn/,ij d'lioso inisloaih'is an* roallv at fault atnl not ihoso 
liio'i -\s loi^aids thoso inon I oaniiot sa\ that w Im'h tho\ h.ivo i oiii- 
niittod (dfoin Os, sin h as <hnoit\ (iimos atti'iidant with xnilomc, t)io\ 
should ho tn'atoil dittoioiitlx from otiior (riminals INit in all (asos, 
Sir. w hon \ on fintl that tlioso jiooph* ha\«* hc'on mish'd, \ou ina\ la* 
nion iftil and ovon if \ou cannot h*t tluMii po. xoii could tio.at thoin as 
siiuph* ju'isoiiois 1 do. Sii, oariM'slh oiitioat that all tiioso juisonors 
inav lio tioatf'd as prisonors with simplo inipi isoinnont Now tho 
TTon’hh* Ml .‘st(']dionson has ».aid tliat ho will in ovorv paitnidar oano 
^•■no (‘\oi\ ooiisidoi at ion to tho (juostion as to whotlior tln'x should hf' 
](‘h*asod «iT not 1 wnnild su{rjr«*st that In* should take with him it ooiin 
niittoo of tvxo su< h Indian pfontlornon whom ho laii trust and two of Ins 
own (dhoials and pid^^o oiioi* moro o\«*rv ra-so ;ind soo whothor any orn' of 
thoso poisfuis ('oiild hf* i-oh*asod Now, .Sir. I do mit know whothor 
Shah S\od Kmdadul Tlaij will, in vi(*w of tho asmiranro /.rix'on hv tho 
llon’hlo "Mr. StojdnMison, withdniw his rosolution or not. ] would ask 
him to withdiaxv it and xx'ould ask tho Hon’hlo Mr. Stoidion-son to con- 
sider m\ suj^pest ion. 

Mauivi YAKUIMUDDIN AHMED: This resolution i« a rorollnrv 
of a resolution alroadv jnissod hv the ('ounril for roleasin^r the jKjlitical 
prisoners. I think tho resolution ought to have liecn amended in this 
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way: “ Thai the (joveriimeiit W a-sked to effect to the resolution 
already j)asHed lor rcleasiDg the |X)litical prisoners.” That would have 
ohviaUxl tlu' drawlmcks that are facing uh at present. Shah Syed 
Emda<liil, Jla(j's re.solution sa\s: ” Pii^oneis who have not been con- 
victed of violence (H* of destruction ot jirojHuty or of incitement thereto, 
should be released immediately.” Tlierefore, it is a harmless resolu- 
tion and as a corollary to the residution already |>assed by this Council 
ought to 1 m‘ accejjted by this Council. 

With these woids 1 commend the residution. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 think 1 should su])])ort the 
resolution which has Ikmmi made by my friend, Shah Syed Emdadiil 
Ha<i. Many of these prisoners, Sir, have l>etm convic-Uul under tihe 
rejiressivc laws for sorm* technical offence, such as Ix'ing simply oliice- 
b(‘arers ol the Indian National Congiess or for holding meetings in 
jMohibitiHl areas. Into the merits of these laws 1 ha\e no miml to 
enter at tlw' juesmit moment. What 1 \\ant to imj)n‘Ss on you is this, 
that tlu‘ teinblc excitennmt through which the whole ol India jxtssed 
last \ear at this tinu‘ has considerably subsided and iliere is distinct 
evidenct* of many of the non-c(>-o|H*rators not only resuming their even 
tenor of life, but also c(uning forward to enter this Council C'hamlKU. 
After tile exigencies ol the situation demanding incarceration of a 
number of jK)litical prisoners hist \ear the situation lias so much altered 
now that tluue is hardly any ju.stilication loi continuing those repressive 
laws, and I cannot Indieve that (iovernment has any desire to Ik* 
unnecessaril\ vindictive. 1 <lo not belu*ve that the leaders of the non- 
co-o|M’ration paity are (riminals in the strict sense of the tcuni, and it 
is also true that man\ of them have got intelligence and ability whicli 
is in no way inferior to many of us hen*. To win the confidence ot such 
men, to win tlieir love aiuFafl’ection, to win their tvo-ojH*ration in all 
mutters n*luting \o the ('ontentiuent and haiijnness of the jK*oj>le of the 
country, slumld be Koeted by all governments, and not a single day 
should 1 m' lost in bunging about this end. 11 a few subjects of the 
Pritisli tiovernnient iiave slued and bidted away like restive animals, 
prudeiict* di'iiiands gentle handling and not the u.se of whiixs and batons. 
Sir, syminvih> is known to be the universal solvent, and if (iovernment 
take the ix'ople into their confidence meting out justice, they will see 
that in a very short time their so-called enemies will bt* turned into 
their staunchest friends and that is a iK>ssibility which no (iovernment 
ought to ignore. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I rise to give my sujiport to 
the resolution which has lieeii moved by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq. 
Personal!) T may .say this, that I am not a non-co-oj)erator nor do I 
wish the Keforms to lie wrecked. 1 am ghul to find that the times are 
rapidly changing. I find that this is the most opportune time when 
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the Government should stretch forth its hands of co-opt'ration to the 
people who had been some time ago under a mistaken notion and hud 
gone over U) the other curni). I may say, as fur as 1 ean judge from 
the attitude of a large section ol my countrymen, tliat tliose who some 
two or three years ago so rigidl\ reiused to co-ojHU-ate aie gradually 
veering round and considering whether the\ should or should not co- 
oi)t*rate with the GoveJ'nment and enter the Council. There may Ih^ 
some voices still liartnng on the old theme of uon-to-oiHuation, but (Ui 
the ’whole, 1 think, that there is a jHuceptible changi* in the attitude 
of those who have so long held themsehes aloof, i think, therefore, 
that this IS the oj)jx>itune tune lor Government to eX(‘i‘cise that' wise 
statesmanship which has not iinoften characlerist'd its ett’orts in the 
I>ast, and I hoiie that the llon’ble Mr. St 4 ‘phenson. who has now 
assumed charge of one of the most imjMutant (h‘[>ai Imeiits in the 
administi ation ot Iteiigal, will exercise this .stal 4 *smanship which will 
result in bringing round all sei tioiis ot the communitv tog^*ther and 
thus making n\sj>onsible goM'rnnient a real success in Pengal 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Some turn ago. this 
Council recommended a lesolution ot this nature and praid ica-lly this 
resolution is a leitioalion ol the same junuu. Gui resolution, so tar 
as this matter goes, is j>iactu'all\ a re<'ommemlation to gne* effiMl to 
the old resolution. How tar GoMunmeiit would he able to 
accede to oiii re(jU(‘st and how tar it would be j>ossiblc‘ tor them to 
gne ettect to the resolution is not known to U'>, and wv canncct hind the 
Go\(‘rnment to carr\ it out in its eiitiuUx I think we ought to give 
the iK>liticaI ju’isoners oj>iK)rtunities to coiiu^ to this Counc il and to co- 
ojxM'ate with the (lovernment or to makt* sugg(‘4,t loiis for rea.sonable 
improvements in oui |s)lilical situation Political piisoner.s have been 
luting against the juinciple ot conduc t that we have been following. 

It IS a ixditicaJ grievance on then pait The\ say that we have not 
U^en doing any work heie toi the Ixuicdit ot the jK'ojde. Thc‘ sc'veral 
retrenchment committees sliow that legally th«*re are ihc-sc gne\anc 4 'M— 
really things are not in then p!c»jx*r oichu. it l}n»y uige to minimise^ 
the cost or allow a further prnih'gc* to the* jH«oj>h‘, or grant dominion 
government, I do not think the\ should he haishjy tu'atecl tor that. 

If there is anytliing sc‘rious, of c*ourse, that cun lx* projxulv dealt with 
under the existing provisions of the law. In this state of things 1 
think it will not he wrong on my jwirt to ap]x*al to ( rovernment to 
consider the .situation and to ask the Counc il not to do a thing which 
would l)e wrong on their jxirt. Sonic time ago the Council n*com- 
meiided this. I set* no harm on the part of Government in accepting 
the resolution. It would Ije rather inconsisttuit or it would be rather 
unreasonable on the ])art of Goveniment to say that, us fur as jK>ssible, 
effect would be given to it. This is a thing* in which we are simply act- 
ing in the spirit of conciliation. The |RdificaI prisoners are imprisoned 
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for leully vent to tioor j^nevauceH for tbe benefit of the i)eo|>le. 

'riiey Hboubl Ije tieal(‘«i lemeiitlx ami ^»^iveii ()])])ui tiiinlieH to eome to the 
('ouncil. 1 do not think the\ would (Oinb beie to wreck tbe Council, 
(fovei iiiiieiil is mMessai> loi(*\ei\ socictv, loi eveiy countiy. ^\ itbout 
/^o\ ei niijiMit jjo (ounti N can pioceed. Some soi t ol j^oveinmeiit is neces*- 
.sai\. TIjc only difleiefjce between tbe non-co-ojK*i iitoi s and co-ojK^ra- 
tors Is thill one jiaits is tbou^bt to be <le 5 H'ndent upon (loverninent to 
1)101 eed ^nadui»ll\, while tlie other pait\ snnpl\ sii\ j'lve iis "iometbilig 
at once wiiuii will <lo leiil jfood to tbe (ounti\. Piacticiill\ under the 
Kidoims S( heme, tbe (io\ernimMit aie in a difbculty. Tb(‘ cost of tbe 
adininistiiition oi ( lo\ernnienl has ^one uj) veiy bij^b. So on that jxiint W’e 
cannot say that i\w\ art* wion^ It, undei tbe < ii ( umstances, some of 
tluMii i-ould come and say that tbe\ ba\e come here ioi non-co-operation ^ 
but still it must lie obvious that they will be satisfied tlnit tbeie is u 
^^enuine desiie on tbe |»ait ot (io\einment as wt*U as on tbe jKot of tbe 
inemlieis to do lejil ^oo<l to tbe |H‘ople. tbiui 1 do not think tb(‘y lould 
wriM k a (loviMnment of that sort. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The iiKMuber must know* that we ;ije not dis- 

cusHinj^ now tbe advisabilitN of tbe non-< o-ojmm atois staiidin^^ for 
election or iiot e iiie onl> discussing* tbe ijuestion of leleasin^r poli- 
tical piisonei'. (d a leitiiin cate^roiN fiom jads 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 undeistand tin situa- 
tion. 1 mii\ sa> tbiit we should not bi' \er\ ])aiti(uliii about it and 
that we slioubl pioc(‘(‘d wbat^'^el ma\ be tlu*ii attitude t hn attitude 
should be one ol com iliat loii , and it that could Im* beljs'd without any 
special dilliculu bein^- ci(*ated b\ ( ioM*i nnieiit . tbe\ should la* udeased 

In this \ lew I supjMiit tbe lesolutioii and apiMail to (io^eIllment to 
coiisidei tills point. ^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 suppoit the 

lesolution (d tbe Sbab Sabib not Ik‘< aiise tin* tio\einim*nt should show* 
aiiN s\mpiitb\ toi tin* mo^ement but* it is toi doin^^ sonn‘tbin^' eUe. 
Tln'ie was a time when man\ peopb* without umlei standing tbe real 
inijioit ot tbe iim*stion ot non-co-ojuMatioii sim])lN tollowed then leaders 
for whom tbe\ bad some sort of affection and resjiect. (tut ot lesjiect 
foi tin* leadeis tln*\ often followed them without umb*f stamlin^r the real 
tbiii^^. At that time when. tbeie was ;i jreiieial lun after these leaders 
and it was i(*asonuble and necessaiy toi (loM'ininent to take some 
action HI oidei \o luit a stop to ])eople follow me tln‘ii b‘adei s without 
tbmkin^ Tht'U* is a ilift'eieme between onlinai\ baldened ciimiiiai.s 
and these poUtH*ul t»nsoneis who wantinl to do something without 
umb*i standing an\ teal tlmi^r, without showing an> moial tuijutude in 
tbe wa\ of causing desiiuction of piop<*itv and inciting other people 
to do something. They simply out of their youtbtul affection for 
some i)eople or for eonsiderution for some leaders went astray and 1 think 
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by this time they have foiiiul leason foi amemling their future condui t. Of 
coiii’^e, (fovei iinient laii sa\ iliut uhI(‘sn they a^k for it wli\ >ln>uld 
we ^five it. itut iheie is a dithruliv in tlieii wa\. riicN ^ave out to 
tlieii friend.s tliat tlic\ wimo ^oin^ to join tlu* non-to-nj>t*iation inovt»- 
inent and will not ask anNlliinj; fioin Oomm nnituit Tlierclore. they 
aie iidiaiiiin;j iioni askin^»^ an\ taxour tioin (io\ to nineiit. lint the 
.same* i ohskIim ation laiinot stand in tin* wa\ ot ( iovei nini'iit . (lovtu'n- 
ment is a lii^li aiilhoiily and it is aho\'e all ihest* pcttN < onsidnalionH. 
But li ( iovei n nienl in this wa\ iideascs t oinpaiati vtd\ innocent people, 
who did not show any nioial turpitude, who tin! not itausc an\ distur- 
haiiee oi did not iiu iti* other pt‘ojde to doin^» sonu‘thin^»^ \ei \ wron^, 
the\ will he showing*' some nia^^nanimity and also make soine distine- 
tion h(‘twceii these pi'ojile and oidinan criminals 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 aist \etLii this (’oiimil 

])asscd a lesolutioii i ecommendin^'' the lele.isc oj the juditital jirisotiers. 
M\ iiiend, Maiihi Vakuinuddin AhmiMl. has ii^*htl\ sanl this resolution 
is onl\ a (ondlaiv to that lestdution We should ti\ to icconcih' all 
elements iii the (ounn\ in older to hase a lull lepi escii ta 1 1 \ (> ^'•oiern- 

mciit. We all (d iis know that jails di) not at t as a iihmiis o| ( hani^’- 

iii^*- tln‘ ()|iin!on of the penjtsle, hut li the\ aie sent to jail without due 
lecoo-nition (d ,ill then at tion*. it onl\ makes tliosc ^o sent to jad to 

(Iin;; to then ojuiiKUi mine tnml\ In man\ t ases we know that non- 

I o-opet a t oi "• li.t\e heeii smit to jail on the flims\ e\ ideni e (»l the < hailkl- 
dais ,ind dafadais. wlei thems«d\es ale not hexond mm li sijspn nui. 
M\ j)Oint Is that tinne^s aie heiomin;: noi mal in the (oiiiitix and it is 
hettei to help this almospheie of jMMi e that is (oniinj.r m the lountry 
Manx ot the people xxho haxe been s4*nt to jail foi politnal offelici'M 
have seived then teinis tot a lolit^ time and the effect of i lemeiicy 
should he tried in them 

With these few wolds, I suppoit the lesidution 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I desire to s^nak 

a few wolds on the suh|e(t. We have listene<l to the Im id sj»eerh of 
the Ilon’lile Mi. Stejdn‘ns«)n lie thinks that it a (omiete <ase }m* 
made to him he is piepaied to cousidm o\e? the matter. The HujiicMf 
has heeii made h\ the ('onm il once and the ('oumd lame to the conclu- 
sion that the |Hiliti(al piisoneis onj'ht to he allowed to he lelcased, I’liiN 
re([iiest aj»’ain is made to the ('oiimil to-dav— a leijuest not on behalf of 
any indixidual hut a reijuest ot) helialf of all. I heiefoie, it is nmessaiy 
for (iovei nment to lonsidei ovei the mattei a^ain hmause it is the voice 
* of the ( dumil, and if that l>e so, the (iovernmeiit w ill he in a position 
to consider wlmh prisoners oir^rht not to he allow'ed to away and which 
prisoners ought to he allowed to go. 
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Mti PRESIDENT: IJeloro 1 (^all uiK>ii thoShah Sahib to reply 1 would 
aHk him to remain in the same place lrr>m vvliere he moved his reso- 
lution. I ha\(' l>oen lookinj,^ lor Iniii l<»r some lime i)ast and I find 
him now on the op|M).site .side of the House. 

SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ leplied m the vernacular. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I will not detain the Coun- 
cil long^, but I should like to .say a few woid> with re^'.ird to some of 
the <vbs(‘rvati()iis of the s|HMkeis who have spoken sime my rejily. I 
think I may claim that these sjK‘akers have* not atlected my jiosition. 
The spe(‘ch<‘s have Irhmi in the main an a])jM‘al to th(‘ idea that sym- 
pathy with th(‘ non-co-o|H‘rat(>rs would tiun them into co-ojH‘rators. 
Sir, if tlmre wtoe tlie sli^litest <-hanc(‘ of tuinini.: the non-co-o|)erator.s 
into eo-oj>erators I would acct‘])t the r<‘solntion. lint the \\hole jiast 
histin’V shows that theie is not the nunotest chanci' cd' such a nsution 
to elemmicv. Habu Kishoii Mohan (’haudhnii apiK*als to (roMM'iiment 
not to tr(‘ul its ]H)li(ical (»i>ponents harshlv and savs that it any wronij; 
has be<*n dom* by tlnun they could bt‘ dealt with undei the (•xisting' 
pi'ovisions of the law. Of course fhis is }H'ec}sel\ what has been done. 
Hi*, howi'vei , ^^oes on to uij;e Oo\einment to ai cejit this lesohition 
and promise that as fai as jMissibh* t ma\ lu* ^ivtoi to it Well, 

Sir. 1 am alwaxsout foi com]>iomis(*s, but 1 do not se<‘ how it < .m la* 
possibh' to accept a compr(unis(‘ of that kind What doe^ it iikmii I** 
Of cours(' it is jiossibh* to ^ixe <*fV(‘ct to the le^olnt n>n . tiiere i'^ nothinf.r 
t(> pieveiit ( io\ (‘rniiHMit fiom 4‘\«M(i^inj' its powiM^ undei tin* ('nminal 
I’l'oceduie (’ode ami releasing the prisonejs 'I'he addition of “ as far 
as jxissibh*,” therefon*, is meanin^h's.s. 

Idien Khan llahadur Mauhi Wasimiiddm .\hmed sjxvkt* of those 
who had Inmn misled throu^i i^noiam-e. 1 can ass\nc Imn that theie 
are nom* in jail at the piesent moment who have been misled 
throiieh ij»'noiance unh‘ss th«‘\ have b(*en eomiittsl in tlH‘ last 
month or two and I think it would bp safe to sax that any one 
who has Im‘(Mi (onvicted of an off«*nce aj^ainst tin* law after this 

U‘ai of till moil cannot claim to haxe aeteil in i^»‘norance. Tin* 

]h*o]>h*. wiiom the Khan Ihihadur doiibth'ss reieried to in his sjx'eeh, 
w«*re tlios(**w)io wen* convieted in vt‘i x laiTre niimb(*i.s at the lM»^;in- 

nin^ of the year; but I desin* to assun* him and T think I can say with 

certainty that tln*n* are none of tho.se. »*xcept the leadeis xvho do not 
fall witliin this eatepforx . who are still in jail. 

1 eome now to the first s|H‘akei. llai Ihilnnlnr Jo^^endia Chinnier 
(Hiose, who apjM'altHl to me to associate myself with a committee to jjo 
throng*!! these (*a.ses. 1 am afmid, for ivasons whiih have In^n 
explained this Council on many oreusious while I'onsulering a jiroposal 
of this kind, that <Toveniment ar^‘ not ]>repartHl to accept that. What 
we are askenl to do is to exercise the [x>wer conferred hv the Criminal 
Procedure Code on the Ex,ecutive Government to over-rule the verdict 
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of the criminal court. That is a matter in wliich a pi'Wit rt'sjxmsilulity 
is placed on (Government, and (Tovernmcnt arc not pn^pared to ulxlicatc 
their position and share the res|K>n‘^ihilit y ; the res|x)nsihility is theiis. 
It has been put toi waid that tlie piomise to jro thro\i^li any cities whii h 
are brought to oui' notice would be of no avail iHHau.se members do not 
know the cases individually. Within the la^^t three months the District 
Magistrates thioughout Pengal have reviewed e^<‘ry ease in whi< h a man 
has l)een convicted and was still in jail 7'1ie\ submitted to Oovernment 
a list of all the cases of the mmi who wtut* in jail in their districts and 
gave their recommendations in t*ach <ase In Mtine cases, (bivernment 
liefore passing final orders .s«*nt foi- tlu* rec«»rds for examination In 
other cases thev passed oideis on a re]H>rt of tin' Dislrn t Magi‘'lralc 
1 am (|uite willing, if it affoiiK any satisfaction to the Council, to 
undeitak(‘ to go through thes(‘ leports again ainl se<‘ whethej there is 
any case in them in which it is desiiable that ( lovernun'iil should 
s(*nd for tin' nn-ords and go thiough them Put 1 am afraid I am unable 
to acci'pt the j)]op()sal to associate mvs(df \Nlth a committci' in this 
matt(*r and to jxiss (»n to the committee tin' responsibilit \ which the 
law has plac(sl on (io^eInment. 

The motion was then put 

Mft PRESIDENT: 1 think the Nof^s Inni' it ( FTi' i)aused for s<une 
time ) Tin' N(m*s hav('' it 

A few seconds lati'i Sliah S\<‘d Kmdadul Tlai) stood up and asked 
for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Vou flid not ask for a division in time, Shah 
Sahib. I w'aited for you T canmd allow’ it now. 


Withdrawal of resolution. 

The following resolution sianding iri tlie mmie of ^^^InHli^ .\Nub All 
wa.s, in the ahst'nce of tlie member, deemed to }m- withdrawn- 

“This Council n'ccunmemls t(> the (n-veniment that instnntions 
1)0 issiHMl to rlistri<’t fniards to tak(‘ ne<-essar\ sti'ps at their own cost 
for the erailicatioTi of tin' nuisance rd tlie w’at«*r-hvacinth in tin* areas 
under their iurisdict ion, iwinl under the jurisdi(‘ti(m of local boards and 
union ]K>ards. and that bv-law's be framed dealing with areas outsidf* 
their juri.sdiction,” 


Eradioation of watef-hveri*****. 

» SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this CVnincil recom- 
mends to the Oovernment that instniction.s Ik» issued to distriet >K)ards 
and municipalities to take nfM-es.sarx' stejw at their own erwl and at 
the cost of the owners where the tanks, ponds and low land are within 
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tlirir pjiviih^ ]>n>}M*i 1 les, for tin* oiiidict ion ol llie lur^uiice of the 
watri -hv acini h in t he ait*as iiiKh'i iheii jimsdiction. 

He dcliveied liis s]M‘e(‘h in Bengali, a translation of whicdi is as 
fidlow.s : — 

In inovin^r this, T inijrht sav at the ven outset tliat nohodv in this 
Ilouse n(‘ed he told verv iniieh as to the necessity for the acie])tanee of 
Hueh a rcMdution. It must he adinittiMl that the nuisance of the water- 
hyacinth is not only danjr«‘ions to ]>uhli( health hut also iin])edes ajrii- 
cultuial iinjiioyenuMits It is, theiefoie, eminently d(‘siiahle that this 
nuisanee sliould lie leinoyed as soon as jmssilile In the Distiict 
Boaiil of Tij»lM‘ia the authorities ha^e ]>enali''ed the (‘Xistelice of this 
nuisance in any lank or klial in their juiisdietion, ami tlie union hoards 
of tin* district also heen instructed to ado])t the same couise. T 

have followed the same |>iinci|de iri my union hoards and this nuisance 
W’as remoyed in m\ area But as soon the rains set in in tlie 
month of Sralxtn last, the water -h\ ai'inth of other distncts flofaleil mv 
union, ami m> (Midea yours to mak«‘ my union hoaul a model one in 
this dilution were in vain Sir, it will not do if we remove the ])latrue 
from one jiarticular area Even if th(‘ whole of Bengal is ml (d this 

(‘vil. oui )*osition will n(»t Iu‘ safe The w ater -hv a< i nt h oi othei ]U(w 

virices, for' instance, Assam, will conn* in thiou<*]i tin* <h.inne1s of 

<’ommunicat ion . and spi-oad over the wh^h* counti v a^oiin Tad Bmipal 
he swept a wav in the first iristarne, and when wr* have dotie this, we 
mij^hl move tlie fiov (*rriment of India to see that our sistm pioviioes 
from whom the lecunr'tice of tills evil is a])]uehemled also do the 
same In that raise there will he no ( harne of iiesh aciurnulation of 
this (diiKiMous plant . 

1 understand that the matter is now under the considrrat ion of a 
committi'i* which has ln*en h>rmed for the ])ur]>ose It is one thintr 
to liave a committee and it is (prite another thinp- to p-ive ]>rar- 

tical sha]ie to their rei ornniendations. Tin* ]>rid)lem^ T sufiinit. 
Sir, is fiau);ht with many pian-tn-fil difheulti»*s We must ob- 
viate them, and unh'ss the Benjjral Goyeirinn'nt come forward to 
In’lp us. the evil can riev«*i he oveiconu' We are villaireis, hut we 
(Taim to'l^jive a tlee]ier interest than the memh(*r s cm the committee 
formed If the (iovernnient consider it e\pedn*nt to elu it joihlic o]>inion 
in this matter, the piormsal will he* welcome to all Wt‘ are pre]>arr‘d to 
help the (lover nriient hv all means 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-COV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): 1 think it would 

vsim])lifv matter's and at the same time eiivtail the dismissinn if T were 
to intervene at this sta^’e. and sav at onee that on hehalf tif (toveinrnent 
we aeeept tlie lesolrition This is a very difRcult matter Sir. Ameriea 
with her vast r’(‘st>urt‘es has not Aet heen aide to eradicate the water- 
byaeinth, and it is -^aid — I bojx'. not malfeiouslv — that the water- 
byacintb is an American introduction to India. However that may be, 
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Govemmeiit ha. heei, fulK t,> tlu‘ of takin^^ sfops 1o 

ora<]irafe tins ^rn‘at nirs.nuo. A oonnnittoo \\.is Mppoititrd with Sir 
J. (’. Roso as ,1s Riosalonl Mv fnond. iho novt,. ,> nnslakn. n, 
thiukni^r that the lonniiitloo has not heon doin^r anMlnno at all. ami 
that It has keen shvpm^r ,ts l>us,„oss. xOido tlu- pooplo an‘ 

hittoii hy snakes. I nia\ assuie tin* t'oniH il that it is not so The 
eoinnnttee has suhnntted its lopoit. and the lepoit is ,,i the pu-ss The 
coninnttee has thus done somethin^', and no doubt Ooveininent will 
eonsider the matter and pass oi.Ieis in due tune In tlie meantime, 
some distnh t boaids lia\(‘ not been idh* «)\ei this mattei I undn stand 
the Distint Roaid of Dacca and one oi twt»otloM disttict boaids ha\e 
issued bv-!a^\s; T furthei learn that the Distint Ma^nstiat.* (d Dacca 
called a sort of confeience of the people foi the tuni»oso of t.ikiiiir stops 
to eradicate the watei'-hvacnith. but un f(»i 1 unatel v the lespoiisi* to the 
api)eal Mas \or\ poo, TIo\v«‘vei that ma\ be. 1 do tiot Mish'to ticspass 
furtlo*! u}>oii the tinn‘ ot the ( oumil (tfi behalf of (io\ ei ntmuit . 1 am 
pr(‘j)ajed to a( ( ej>t the lesolution. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am ven ^lad t<. find that 

the Don bl(‘ the Ministet has acteptful this lesolution T h.i\r* ^elv j^oeat 
svmpathx Mith the puiposo (oi mIimIi the ies(dution has been bioiio’bt 
Ix'foie the Council to-dax Duiin^- the last thiee ot foui xeais. almost 
all oxer h.astoin Retitral ami of ]>nitions of Wester?) Ren^ml, the nn*?ia< e 
of the M ater-h \ a( lilt h has b(*i ome the topic of the day We ibsMissrd 
this matte?' du?i?in- the last session of the Ccuim il ami. a^ a lesiilt of 
our delibeiat io?i as the Don’ble flu* Minister has jxunted out x\ e 
a )>poi n t ed a com m 1 1 1 ef* I hat < omm 1 1 1 ee is com )Hrs 4 Ml of em i m*n t s( ieii t ist s 
M’ho are ceitaililx (‘\pc( ted to diseoxei a leinedx xxhich will eiadnate 
the x\at<‘?-h\ acinth fioni Reriiral : but. in tin* nn*antinie. I feel that xxe haxe 
(oir dufx to perfonn, and it is (piite pusvibh* tliat if wv make 1*001 U m 
that direction, mu* max' achieve a ^^!‘ 4 *af <le.il of xvo?k exen xxithinit the 
help of scituitists. T have alxxavs been unabb* t»* undersi.md \\hx an 
individual 01 ev«*?i a mu?i i( ipalit v 01 a distint board should be albou'd 
to keei> ino?e teiiitoiies than it <an possildx manajj'e If is, to mx 
mind. imp]o|»er that a zamindar or a landholdei should !»<• allowed to 
jx>ssess an ai<*a of land which In* < annot lontird o? keep in prope? 
order To tu<*x'e?it this, the lw*st couts4* is the fiaminir < f b\-laxxs so 
that the individual owner of the land would be In-ld lespoimible fo? keep- 
ing the land in p?*o|xM' condition If such bx-laws a?e cnf(Uc<-d. iheii 
T would humblv sujrtrest that the w ater-hx af iiith menam* max 1 m* ov4*? 
in no time We find that the w atcT-h va( nit h ?s plaxini.r haxor in alnnist 
nil the* (list? lets of Ib-ntral; so I think that mmh us«*ful xvoik will b<* 
^cme if the niuni< ifinlit i<*s and disfn'et boaMD com e? ned pass a bx-law 
enioinin^r on the zamindais and lamlowneis not to allow the wate?- 
hvaeinth to ^row in their compimnds or tatiks. That is the reason whv 
r feel «\Tiiptithy for the resolution which just lK*en moved. 
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I find, Sir, that in Braliinunbiiria, in the distnet of Tippent sueli 
by-laWH have bw'ii alrejulv ])aHsed and pnidiHhiHl in tlie Calcvtta Gazette 
of the Ifitli November, and liave received the approval of the Hon’ble 
tlie Min inter. T feel. Sir, and T do ludieve that it will not Ik* out of 
place for us to submit that he will ciiciilarise the district boards and 
municipalities of Bengal advisin^r them to ])ass similar by-laws to era- 
dicate* the jHvst of the water-hyacinth. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: I ^ave notice of this reso- 
lution with the* intf‘ntion of drawing the* attention oi (iovernment to the 
nuisance* e>f the* wate*r-hyae inth. Itut as I have leanit from the Hon’ble 
the Ministe*r and also from Mi'. Demeevan tlrat the re‘port erf the committ(*e 
pr<‘side‘d (ever by Sir .1. C Be>.se had not ye‘t be‘(‘n ])iiblished, T think it 
is ne>t the* ])ro|K*r time* to meeve it. T be'j; b'ave*, the'refore, to withdraw 
the* Trrot ion , and jit the* same* time I ho]>e that (jfovernme‘nt will expedite 
the* jmblication of the re*|M)rt. 

Tlie* following reseelution was then, bv leave of the Counedl. with- 
drawn : — 

This (’ourn il recomme*nds tee the* (i(n(*rnme*nt tlmt a suitable* con- 
tribution in money be made to Sir C. Bose* in oide*r to be*lp him in 
the conduct eef <*x|KM’ime‘nts mtee the* causes of the* wate*r-hyj»cinth and 
the means feer its (*radicat ie»n from the* jerovince* of Benpal.” 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; The r(*s(dut ion 
e’onteeins the* worel “ instructions ” We are* not in a ]M>sition, Sir, to 
i.ssue instructions to district bemrds and municipalities These are 
statutory bodie‘s and (ie>v<'rnm(‘nt cannot order or issue* mandate's \ipon 
them All that we can dee is to advise* the*m : therefore, the re*soluti(>n 
may be alteresl in the wa\ I su^pest. name*lv — “ this C’ouncil recom- 
memds to the* (tove*rnment * that district boards and municipalities mav 
be* adviseal to take* n('ce*'.sarv ste*])s at their own cost and the cost of the 
f>wners where* the tanks. ]s»nds. and low land are within their private 
pi*o]H*rti(‘s. for the* e*radi(‘at ion of the* nuisane'e of the water-hyacinth in 
the are'as unde'r the*ir jurisdiction 

1 think my friend will acce'pt that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: !)«> vou ac(*ept it. Shah Sahib? 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Yes, Sir, I do 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I Ik*;? to ^peak 
onlv a few words alnuit the lepra! point involved in the working? of the 
br-laws. and res|K*e'tfully eln^w the attention of the Hon’ble the 
Minister to it. 

At the very iK'^rinninp- we were doubtful as to how the by-laws would 
st\nd in eamrse of trial. Tire District Board of Rajshahi framed such 
b -laws, but after some time found it difficuTt to enforce them. We have 
Ven told that when tested, these by-laws will not stand and that the 
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people haye stubbornly refused to act accordin^^ to them. We have also 
learnt that we cannot legally proceed against those that do not obey 
these laws. Our legal advisers say that they will not stand close scrutiny 
in a court of law. I, therefore, re(|ue.st that the Hon’ble the Miiuster 
will take legal advice on this point and consider whether they are 
effective, and, if not, how they may be rendered so. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: May I have some information 
from the Hon^ble the Minister on the point, raised just now, as regaids 
the inojierativeness of the by-laws ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: We have that 
point in our mind and we will consider the matter. 

The resolution of Shah Syed Emdadul Ffaq, as anuuided by the 
Hon’blc Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, wa.s then put and agi'eed to. 


Reorganization of the Subordinate Eduoational Servioet. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: T move that tliis 
Council recommeiid.s to the Government that the Government resolu- 
tion No. 464-Edn., dated the 'Ird March, in connection with the 

reorganization of the educational services below the Bengal Educational 
Service, be modified at an early date a.s follows : — 

(7) that the scale Rs. 150 — 10 — 250 be replaced by a new scale 
Rs. 150 — 15 — 300 and that 25 p(*r cent, of officers engaged 
in teaching work he placed on it ; 

(2) that the scale Rs. 75 — 5 — 200 l)e replaced by a new scale 

Rs. 75 — 5 — 150 (efficiency bar) — 10 — 250; 

(3) that the scale Rs. 50 — 2 — 80 (efficiency bar) — — 1 10 1 h* replaced 

by Rs. 50 — 4 — 110 (efficiency bar) — t — 150; and 

(4) that the lienefit of the proposed s< ale of [wiy 1 m‘ grantwl to 

officers according to the length of their services in tlie apl>oint- 
ments concerned. 

In moving this resolution I am only performing a duty we owe to the 
members of the Educational Service in Bengal. My resolution, it ha.s to 
be admitted, is a very modest one. It only aims at f:4*rtain rwiwmalde 
modifications of the recently adopted reorganization scheme of the E<luca- 
tional Services below the Bengal Educational Service. Tlie members of 
this particular section of the Educational Service have suffered long and 
I cannot help saying that justice demands that those whfi have long 
suffered in silence should be the first to receive kind and favourable trt*aU 
•ment at the hands of the department at the time of the revision of |>ay. 
In my resolution to-day I have stated in explicit terms the modifications 
neceaaary in the reorganization scheme and I have no doubt that the 
Council will concede that they are of a ^ery modest character. 

24 
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The results of the deliberations of the Wordsworth Committee have 
been the recently adopted reorganization scheme of this particular 
secrtion of the Educational Service in Bengal; but an examination of 
the contlitions, rather new conditions, of the scheme wdll show that 
there are many glaring anomalies and distTepancies in it. It is singu- 
larly unfortunate that they have jKissed undetected. 

The revision of |>ay recently sanctioned has been quite inadequate 
to meet the legitimate demands of the teachers w'ho belonged to the 
old Suboidinate Eflucational Service, and “ that far from improving 
their prc)M|X‘cts, it has made their jKisition worse.” Their maximum 
pay has not l)een raised, but curiously enough has been reduced. 
Till', harmful anomaly ought to be immediately removed. 

The (iovernment of Bengal, as 1 have stated at the outset, have 
reorganized tlie Educational S(‘rvices below the Bengal Educational 
Servii'e by its resolution No. 4(»4-Edn., dated the did March, 1922, 
and has sanctioned the fidlowing scales for the teaching line of the 
officers oj the Education De|>artment : — 

(1) Us, 150—10 — dOO (efficiency bur) — l(t — 400 with a .selection 

guide of d officers on Us. 450 (for 7ft leiturers and demon- 
strators). 

(2) Us. 150—10 — 250 (sebu'tion grade for Assistant Ileiwlmasters 

only). 

(d) Us. 75 — 5 — 150 (efficiency bai)— 5 — 200 (for English teachers). 

(4) Us. 00 — 4 — 120 (efficieiK'v bar) — 4 — 100 (for senior classical 

teachers). 

(5) Us. 50 — 2 — 80 (efficiency bar) — 2 — 110 (junior classical and 

vernacular teauhers of High English Schools). 

(0) Us. d5— 2 — 75 (effi(‘iency bar) — .‘1 — 00 (vernacular U*achers). 

The first scale and the la.st scale of iniy are, on the wliole, satisfactory. 
The fourth siale (that for senior obissicul teachers) should in my 
opinion 1 m‘ abolished and its officer.s should be included in the list of 
English teachers us they had been under the old graded system. 
There is very strong reivson for its abolition, rnder the new system, 
some M.A.’s B.T.’s and B.A.’s have lieen place<l on the scale of 
Us .fiO — 4-*-160, whereas matriculates and even non-matriculates have 
l>een jdaced on Us. 75 — 5 — 200, the .sole reason l>eing that they are in 
charge of cla.ssical subjects. 

Of the other three scales, the maximum jxiy fixed for the second 
ami third scale.s do<\s mq seem to Ix' adeiiuate. There is an utter 
disregard of all principles of fnirne.sa and justice in the new arrange- 
nient. The teachers who were drawing Us. 250 under the old graded 
system have derived no lienefit at all, whereas others in the selection ^ 
grade have got imToments which vary from 25 to 87 per cent, of their 
pay. Again, among the officers who are placed on Rs. 76 — 5 — 200, 

who wow dwwingf Ra. 200 or Re. 350 got uo increment, 
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while the pay of others has generally been increased at the uniform 
rate of 33 per cent., plus one year’s increment. The McAlpiu Com- 
mittee, which adopted the principle of a sliding scale of graduated per- 
centages of increase in the f>ay, recomiueiided that the value of iwsta 
of Rs. 200 and over should be increased by 20 j)ei (‘cnt. This juinciple 
was adopted also by the (iovernment of the Tnited Provinces. On 
this basis the maximum 4 >ay of the selection grade becomes Its. 300 
and that of the ordinary grade Kn. LMO. 

Khan Sahib Aman Ali and Mr. Kausik Nath Hhattacharji, two of 
the members of the committee ap|M)inted for the reorganization of the 
Subordinate Educational SeiNices havi*. in their notr of dissent, recom- 
mended Rs. 300 as the maximum pa> of the selection grade. Hy the 
lecent Government Resolution the maximum pay of the lectuiers has 
lieen lai.sed from Rs 2o0 to IN t-at). that of a junior ( lafisical and 
vernacular teaiher of a High School from Rs M) to Rs. lit), and tliat 
of a Lower Sifbcudinate (Mhici ( \ ci naculai l from IN ‘15 to IN, !K). 
‘But >trangel\ enough, the maximum pa\ of the teaiheis of llie Subor- 
dinate Educational ScMicc has been KMliiced from IN ‘^-'lO to Rs. 20tt 
in the case of all excejit o4 ofiiiei** in whose case too. there is no increase 
in the maximum pay. The injustice diu-s not end here. More than 
30(t English teachei> out of a total nuiiibiT of oO.^) will not. undei tin* 
new time-scale system, be able to leach even the icduced maximum 
of Rs. 2(H) Naturall\, this has caiiM'd a great heart-burning among 
the officers conceined and has g'uiui line to new’ cauHcs of discontent 
as if those already existing were not sutlicienl to goad them to despair. 

It api>ears that in the name of impro\ement the position of English 
teachers has been made wofm* ami theii futuie juosjxuts have Isuui 
marred. 

1 feel it ne<*essary to jKiint out how' the recurring grant of Rs. 9 
lakhs, granted by the TmjKuial Government, even dining (he war time 
in 1916, was allowed to lai>.se. vear after year, and a large pifrtion of 
the sura, R.s. 3 lakhs, set a[>art by the Bengal Government for tlio 
improvement of the pay of teacher^ of Government high schools only, 
was spent in improving the fwy of other officers also. The following 
table will speak for it^f : — 


Promoted to cIjuhi 

I (R». 260) 

Koabm- of (Mrbtrt 

1 

Number of offloers. 
other than iMUihara, 
liotiafltod. 

8 

Ditto 

II (Ks. 200) 

3 

23 

Ditto 

III (K«. lf)0) 

3 

49 

Ditto 

IV i\U 125) 

20 

47 

Ditto 

V (K«. 100) 

28 

9.6 

Ditto 

VI (Ri. 7.6) 

68 

1a4 

Ditto 

VII (B*. 60) 

90 

108 


Total 

.. 212 

434 


94a 
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Now I aak the Council to reconcile actual facts with the “ new 
conditions and improved prospects ” of the particular section of the 
service 1 am dealirif^ with. While only 212 teachers in the whole Presi- 
dency of Bengal liave lK*en lienefited, 434 officers other than teachers 
of the dejwirtracnt have also been l)enefited. We do not envy their lot. 

1 think they fully dewMved the l)enefi1 granted to them. 

But I ask the (^)iincil to take the facts a.s.they are ancl recx>mmend 
that (ioveiTinientt ‘shouhl secure the contentment of .a very usofuli 
section of Bengal teachers by dealing with them ecjuity and justice. 
The modifications 1 re<;ommend in the reorganization scheme of the 
]>articular section of the Education DejKirtment are of such a modest 
and leasonahle character that there should be no difficulty in ado]>ting 
them. And the (’oiincil will no doubt grace its exact jiosition by 
aceejiting them for ineorjsiration in the reorganization scheme of the 
Educutiomil S<‘rvice helow the Bengal Educational Ser\ice. 

A distinguished Indiiui Eduealionist Dr. ('hattiTjee, late Insj^ector 
of Sclioids, said — 

It IK well kiH»wn that tho salaru^H paid to ti'achorR arc inadcs^untc and in some 
casos lamentahly low. A (^^raduato, (B.A.) for oxamjila, whon ajuiointod to be a 
Depntv ManiHlnitc, boums to draw at once Hh 3.50 a nioulli But if tin* Hame 
man oflVred hmiHflf to Ik* a t^'acher wt* would not pay him more than Rs 3*5. — 
Fifth (^hl lUvieu' of po<}( S2 

Teat'hers and their deiHUidants have been long accustomed to starve. 
But will the reformed Bengal (’ouneil jxM'mit that sad sta.te of things 
to continue y 1 i>ause for a reply. 

Now a few words about the fourth item of my resolution. It is 
puzzling to think that the lienefit of the pro|K).sed scale of ])ay to 
officers according to the length of their service in the api)ointments 
coiH'erned should 1 h‘ withl\^»]d from them. There cannot l>e a gniver 
injustice than this; and I desire to dmw the attention of the ('ouncil 
to this issue. It has In^en exprt'ssly admitted, even by the committee 
np]M)inte<f for the reorganization of the Educational Services bcdow the 
Bengal Eduealional Service, that teachers have long been smarting 
under a sense of injustice and the committee unanimously recommended 
that. iiKview of the fact that many officx»rs lielonging to the Subordi- 
nab' Ediientional and the lower Subordinate Educ^itional Services and 
many subonlinnte ungraded officers have long been underpaid, as a 
general nile, the Ixmefit of the proj)osed time-scale of iiay should l)e 
granb'd to them according to the length of wTviee in the appointments 
concerned. IndetMl the principle that officers who are brought into the 
time-scale will 1 h» iwuinitted to count all their i>ast servuees in the 
con*e8iK>nding jx^sts frtmi the date of their confirmation, and to draw 
]v\y at the |x)int, wliich they would have reached uixm this calculation, 
has lulopted everywhere, r.o., Indian Civil Service. Indian Educa- 
tional Service, Provincial Judicial Service, Provincial Executive 
Service^ Prt>Tiucittl Educational Service, Subordinate (Svil Service, 
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etc. Unfortunately, this universally accepted prinmple has been 
utterly disregarded. The result has been disastrous in the case of a 
lot of teachers who have already been in service. 

I have touched uiK)n and jx>inted out only some of the inexplicable 
features of the question and that l)ecause I have full confidence in the 
sagacity and idea of fitness of things of the memliers of the (Vuiiicil. 
I cannot persuade myself to think that they will not do full justice 
to the cause of ilie long-neglected teachers of lleiigal. 

[At this stage the ('‘ouncil adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. Ci MITTER: I have listened with some degr(»« 
of surprise to the somewhat lengthy sjH*ech of my esteemed friend, 
Rai Mahendra (Miandra Mitra Bahadur. I can wtdl uppnu iate his 
sym{>athy for the memliers of the Suh(»rdinate Educational. Service*, but 
I certainly expecUnl, Sir. that my estccnu‘tl friend, wlio wa.s a mcmlM»r 
of tlie committee which investigated this (|Uestion, would deal more 
with facts and less with .‘•‘utiinent. Sir, if the rec 4 )iniu(*iniations 
involvwl in this resolution lie aceej>ted, then the total coht will he 
increased hy Rs. 4 lakhs more. I would ask the House to con.sider 
whether it is i>re|wred to add to the p<*rmunent charg(‘s Rs. 4 laUis 
more at the initial stag(*. liab*r on, wli(*n the ultimate increast* will he 
arrived at, perha|>^ tliat figure will he alxiut Rs. 0 t4> 7 lakhs Tlu're 
are one or two oth<*r ini}K>!taiit facts which 1 ihvsire to phu-e before the 
House at this .stage, r/r., the total salarx hill of tin* Sulairilinate Educa- 
tional Service betore llic rtH)rganizatU)U ^^as Hs, lb. IS, 0011 and (al<l. 
Ah the result of the reorganization that salary hill has im icas(‘d by 
Rs. 7,80,000 and od<], or in other wonls, tin* reorganization lia> meant 
an immediate increase of nearly 50 jier cent of that salary bill. Now, 
Sir, W'e have provided for timt*-Hcfl4e salary, ami when tin* uJUmati* 
increase will l)e imched, the average .salary hill will Is* increased hy 
Rs. 12,45,000 and (nld. Rememla‘ring that the present sahu> hill is 
Rft. 10 lakhs and odd and the ultimate salary hill will Ih‘ increased hy 
Rs. 12 lakhs and otld, that is U> say, an increase of 7.5 fx^r cent. I am 
sure that any meml)er of the Houses who has not l)r*<*n 8f)f*cially hnefe<l 
to speak, will agree with me that in these difficult times of financial 
stringency the increase granted to the SulKinlinale Educational Service 
was a.s much as any st*rvice could exjiect, or (h*sire, or reasonahly )i(>|>e 
for. I am not speaking of those members who are c4irried away by 
sympathies, whose symjxithies for their proteges outrun their syspathies 
for the taxpayers. They may come to a different (‘onclusion, they may 
urge for a different decision, but I have not the slightest doubt that 
^ those members of this Hou.se, who rememWr their resi)onMibilitieH to 
the taxpayers, will all agree with me that in these difficult times, when 
the deficit is Bs. 85 lakhs, the taxpayers; burden should not he incieased 
by even half»a*lttkh not to speak of 4 to 6 lakhs. 
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Now, Sir, there is another remark of a preliminary nature which I 
desire to make, and that is this. Those who are familiar with the 
jKiflt history of the Subordinate Educational Service are aware, and no 
one ki»oWB this better than rny esteemed friend who served on the 
Wordsworth (’ommittee, that for over 12 years — perhaps to be accurate 
for nearly Hi years~tlie (juestion of reorganization has been brought 
l>efore the ( jo verri merit from time to time; it was urged by various 
sjH'akers in tlie Legislative (’ouncil; it was admitted by various Direc- 
tors of Public Instruction. 1 believe Sir Archdale Earle, when he was 
Ilirector of Public Instiuction, tried for this; I believe my friend, 
Mr. Hornell Lied bis level best to improve the prospects of the seivice; 
J lielieve that Mr. Woidswortb also, when he was officiating as Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction, tried, hut for more than 14 years this service 
did not get any justice done to them. Their salary was reorganized 
more than 20 yiuirs ago and for nearly 20 yeais there has been no 
increase in their salary. I elaim for the Education Department, and 
I venture to say that 1 can claim some ixosonal credit in this matter, 
that in these difficult times of great finaiiciaJ stress, I tried to improve 
and Was successful in giving an ul<imai(‘ rise of 75 ]X'r cent, to tihe 
SufH>rdinate Educational Service and an immediate rise of nearly 50 per 
cent, to that service. 'FUese are the general asjx'cts of the (jnestion. I do 
not think 1 sliould emulate m> friend . in going through iiumtTOUs 
details, fiut 1 shall shortly reply to the several ixiints raised h\ him. 
Ilis resolution is divisible into four parts. Sui)-clauses {I), (2) and (.'D 
suggest a different scale t>f pay from that which (iovernjm'nt accf'pted, 
ami I shall take tliese sulwdaiises moie or less togi'ther. As regards 
(/), we lm^e ]m)vided for a seale of Its. 150 — lO — 250; the Kai Ifaha- 
diir desires tliat this should he replaced by a new scale of Rs. 150 — 15 — 
!100 and then 25 ]H‘r cent, ^of the officers engaged in teaching work 
1 h' phu'ed in that scale. Now, in tiie first phwe, if my friend’s sugges- 
tion l>e ucce]>ted, it will mean an iucrea.se of about Rs. Jf lakhs to the 
taxjmyers’ burden, that is the iininedjate increase, and the ultimate 
increase will 1 h‘ more. In the next }>lace the highest salary in the 
Suhonlinate KdiU’atioiinl Service is Rs. 250 and the lowest salary of 
tlie Bengal Educational Service is the same figure. The head masters 
have heen*ida('ed in the Bengal Educational Service, so that if tlie 
highest salary in the Subordinate Educational Service be fixed at 
R^. 000, an anomaly will he iiitriMluctKl, because when an a.ssistant head 
ma.ster is promottMl to l>e head muster, his pay will be decreased instead 
of being increased. In the next place this fixing of 25 jier cent, ia 
absolutely arbitrary. We j)romote j^eople because they deserve promo- 
tion. 1 put it to my friend why limit this to 25 per cent, and why not 
50 jier cent., 15 jht cent, or 10 i^r cent.? Well, promotions cannot^ 
he regulated like that. 1 am sure, if I accept the Rai Bahadur’s sug- 
gestions 1 would be to more criticism. I do not think I need go into 
any detail about clauses (7), (2) and (J) beyond this that the salary we 
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are giving to our teachers compares very, very favourably with the salaries 
paid in private institutions. The Wordsworth Committee's rejjort signed 
by my esteemed friend the Rai Bahadur will show (jmge 4 of that 
report) that the average salary in |>rivate high schinds is Us. 37 per 
month, the average salary in aided high schools is Rs. 42 per month, 
and the average salary in (rovernment high .schools previous to the 
reorganization was Rs. 74 |>er month. As the increa.se is nearly about 
50 i»er cent, the present average salary is alnnit Rs. 110 [>er month. 
Therefore, we jsiy an average salary of Rs. 110 jn^r mouth a.s against 
Rs. 37 under jwivate employment. These PemarLs disjiose olfl 
clau.ses {!), ( 2 ) and (J) of my friend’s resolution. 

As regards clause ( 4 ), the contention of my friend is that the 
benefit of the jH'ojHised scale of |my be granted to officers according 
to the length of their serviie in the apiHiintments concernedr 

Now I admit that this was the recommendation of the Words- 
worth (Vmimittee and as that was an unanimous rejKirt, it naturally 
leceived every consideration at the hands of the (lovernment and of the 
Director of Public Instruction who at that pailuMilar moment was 
Mr. Wonlswoith hiniNelf, the Piesi(h*nt of that CommitUs^ The 
recommendations of that committee how(‘ver wen* imuidy advisory 
and we were hound to examine the (pie.stion. When we pndied into 
the matter we found certain difficulties and anamolies. One* of those 
anamolic's was this: If we appli(‘d the* recommendation to all oflieers 
(hawing IN. 1(1(1 a month we found that one* officer would g<*i IN 100, 
one Rs IKl. tliiee IN 130. fuo Hs. 132, foit\-five IN. 135, thiity-seven 
Rs 140, twenty Hs. 145, fort\ Rs. 150, and four Its. 152. What would 
this mean y It \could mc'ari ccu’tainly a great anomaly. It vu»uld ni'-an 
that officers drawing tlie .same salary before reorganization would draw 
different salaries at widely varying rates aftcu- the reorganization On 
the other liand what have we done!" We have given an aufomatic ri.se of 
30 p(^r cent, and that rise means that every officer gets immediately a sub- 
stantial increment. What is the next thing we have done? We liave 
provided a time-srale of pay and the time-seule means that evety officer 
will, if he remains in service, ultimately get his due. On th<‘ other 
band, at tbe present moment if we work out the actual iM>sition we find 
that tlie majority of these officers do n(»t get more than Rs. 90 or 95, 
although theoretically they can rise up to Rs. 250. 1 would not tiro 

the patience of this Council by going into further dcdails; but the House 
may take it fn>m me that the majority of the officers have hc-en greatly 
benefited. Tbe fact that an additional sum of Rs. 7,80.000 have hf*en 
divided amongst the different members of the service would prove that 
the majority of the officers have been benefited. There are nearly 
2,500 officers in that servic'e which is divided into 8 groups. If we 
accented the recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee on this 
point it would have been necess«r>* to prepare the service of each 
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of these officers and then to get the same examined not only by the 
Education Department but also by the Finance Department, and the 
Accountant-Cienerars Dejwrtment. That would have meant indefinite 
IKistponement; and if it were postponed till to-day, I am sure we could 
not get the scheme accepted by the Finance Department or by the mem- 
bers of this Council in view of our deficit of Rs. 85 lakhs. Therefore, 
in the interests of the majority, we did what was best for them. Criti- 
cisms- in details can always lie made; but the House, I am sure, will 
brush aside those detailed criticisms and look at the broad features of 
the case. The broad features are an immediate increase of 50 per 
cent, and an ultimate increase of 75 |)er cent. 1 do not think I need 
pursue the matter any further. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: 1 am sorn' I cannot support the 
resolution which was moved by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
Rai Mahendra (liandra Mitra Bahadur has got sympathy for everybody; 
but, I am afraid, this time he has lost the 8ym])athy of his supjiorters. 
The Hon’ble the Education Minister has told us, just now, what heavy 
exiKMiditure will lie recjuired if this resolution is given effect to. In 
these days of financial stringency when there has l)een a cry throughout 
the country to minimise expenditure of eveiy department I wonder how 
Rai Mahendra (Muindra Mitra Bahadur thought it wise to bring this 
resolution Indore this Council. We all know that, not long ago, we 
jjassed three taxation Bills for taxing our jxior countrymen merely to 
satisfy the demands of a few (Government offirdals — I mean to satisfy 
their heavy salary — which has been granted by (lovernraent. I find 
always that heavy salaries are given to the (Government officials — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise, I think, Mauivi 
Sahib. 

Mtuivi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: I^ bow to your decision, Sir. 
Increment has lieen given to (Government 8er\^ant8 who are serving in 
the Education DeiNirtment and the Hon’ble the Minister has told us just 
now that that increment has been at least 50 jier cent, of what 
they were' getting before. (Gf course, the hlducation Department has 
l>een always neglected by the Government so far as remuneration of the 
servants of that department is concerned ; but 1 think the increase that 
has been given is quite sufficient to meet the demand. At the bame 
time, we ought not to forget that we will have to tax further and further 
if we are to meet demands like this. Secondly, time-scale pay has been 
introduced which gives sufficient remuneration, to the servants of Gov- 
ernment. The increment had been given when articles of food were 
very dear, but now that the war is over, things are coming to a normal 
state, and further increment is not at all necessary. With these few 
words 1 oppose the resolution. 
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lUi JOCENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 
tbe resolution with certain reservations^ At the very outset, 1 must 
give expression to the thankfulness of the Educational Seizure for what 
Mr. Homell did for them and for what the Hou’ble the Educaiton 
Minister has recently done. Were it not for him the Educational 
Service would not have got 60 per cent, increase of salary. But giving 
him his due, I must say I cannot understand what he means by saying 
that the proposal of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur would mean 
an immediate increase in the expenditure of nearly lU. 4 lakhs a year. 
What he says is this — Rs. 160 rising in 10 years to Rs. d(M) in place of 
Rs. 250. Surely, no immediate rise is contemplated. That being so 
the proposition that an immediate increase is miuirwl is not tenable, 
and even then can we afford it as we are told that our tinant‘es are in a 
bad way? But the question is this affd we have to thank Rai Mahendni 
(^handra Mitra Bahadur for this. There has be(*-n an increase of 
R.s. 60 lakh.s a year in giving atj increase to ministerial officers and |>t*ons. 
What reason is there that the teachers should be wor.se treated than tlie 
ministerial officers? They get nothing extra and further they are poor 
men, they have to work much harder than these ministerial officers 
and they have to keep a cleaner appearance bt»fore the Imivh than thp.se 
ministerial officers. (Hear, hear.) Not only have they to keep up a 
cleaner apjiearance but to maintain a cleaner character also. ( Hinir, 
hear.) That being so if anybody deserves any concession it is the men 
of the Educational Service and teachers. I therefore strongly HUp|>ort 
the re.soliition of' Rai Mahendra (’handra Mitia flahadui, but 1 think 
that clause 4 of his resolution should In* omitted, 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 have Immght 
this resolution for the (jonsideration of the flou.se. I find that the 
Hon’ble the Minister for Education considers that largt* sums of money 
ought to he allotted supposing ray resolution is given eff<*<*t to. He 
says that best consideration had l>een given to the claims of the educa- 
tional oflScers, When I w’ent through the several part.s of the n*port 
and when I noticed that there were discrepam ies — which discrepancies 
are a few — I thought it fair, in justice to those who have lieen deprive! 
of the increment, to bring their cases before this House. The ITon*bIo 
the Minister says tliat a large sum would Iw* necessarA for the purjiose 
and I find that there is an opiiosition on the part of Rai Jogeiidra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur on the subject. I am surely taking the tax- 
payers^ money; but when I noticed that other educational officers of 
equal standing and of e<iual claims got increments I thought it reason- 
able that the claims of these officers who have been deprived of the 
increment should be considered. I have listened very' carefully, and 
very anxiously to the speech of the Ron'ble the Minister. In one way 
he tells me that the increments cannot be allowed and my suggestion 
at this critical time ought not to be accepted. Of course I entertain 
hopes that, when the critical times are over, when the Budget estimates 
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will be framed next year, he will take these matters into ccmsideration. 
I trust that the time will come when my humble suggestions wilB be 
favourably corihidered by the members of this House and I hope that 
there will be no opposition then to the views which I have submitted 
now. On these grounds 1 have no other alternative than to withdraw 
this resolution with your leave. 1 can only say that 1 have gone through 
the repoit of the Wordsworth (’ommittee very carefully and the report 
shows clearly some discrepancies and that encouraged me to come to 
thot'ouncil and ask for its consideration of my resolution. These educa- 
tional officers are ill-paid and conse(iuently it is the duty of every mem- 
lier of this (^luiicil to help them us much as possible. 1 beg leave to 
withdraw the resolution that stands in my name. 

The motion w’as then, by leave of the C'ouncil, withdrawn. 


Partition of Mymensingh District. 

✓ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD RAFiQUE UDDIN KHAN: The resolution 
that 1 am to move is that “ this (V)unril recommends to the (iovernment 
that the ])ostponed scheme of the partition of the Mymensingh District 
be carried out when funds are available.” 

The (juestion of the disraemlierment of this huge and overgrown dis- 
trict containing five subdivisions of w’hich the areas vary from 
s(|\iar(' miles to 1)8') scpiare miles and the ]K>]>ulation from 1,185,830 to 
055,205 jiersons )is a threadbare one, having been discussed in the old 
and new (Vuincils alike. 

I think tlu’ie is no division of opinion as to the iinmanag(*ableness 
of this un\vicl(l\ ilistrict hy one Distiict offitau' Mere multiplication of 
subordinate oIHcims, howeMM-, is no n*nu*d\ for the situation as has lieen 
suggested in .some (juai’ters. The real remedy lies in partition. It has 
hetMi again contended that tlie si heme is not a popular one, that neither 
th(' c>lass(»s nor th«' masses waiit it. I beg to emphatically protest 
against this. ^ , 

I liv(‘ in the country and can claim to know first-hand .something of 
the ft'elings of the ]XH>ple regarding this question and barring the 
interested persons in the present bead<juarters towui, there is a consensus 
of opinioiuon Whalf of the partition. In July last when His Excellency 
the Govemor of Bengal vi.sited Mymensingh, influential deputations, 
consisting of representatives of all classes of j)eople simultimeously from 
Kishoregunj, Bajitpur and Jumalpore, waited upon His Excellency to 
urge the partition scheme to w’hich the people have been looking for- 
ward with anxious hopes as it is fraught with immense potentialities 
for the future. T’*may also add that as T was leaving for Calcutta, I 
received a nvsolution of the Moslem Association at Ki.shoregunj, urging 
upon the Government the partition proposal of the district, another 
resolution to the same effect from the Kishoregunj Reform Association 
has also reached my hands. 
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Then again, Sir, it haxS been contended by some members in the 
House during previous discussions of this question that, owing to the 
spread of Kailways through the district, eommunications have givatly 
improved, and, us such, the necessity for the partition is gone. This is 
not, however, true, for in spite of Netrakona, Kishoregunj and Jamal> 
pore lieing connected by Hail ways, the interior of the district is still 
deficient in comiiuinications with the result that people fioni the 
mufassal having business to do in the district town are often put to 
considerable inconvenience and ex|H‘nses. If the imrtition is eunied 
out, it w’ill be a great relief to the litigant public, traders, and others. 
Some menilx^is have again argued that it was sheer jHditiial neces- 
sity and not administrative efh<'iencv that led to the formation of the 
proixjsal of partition. This i.s also a mis-statement of fact.s. For turn- 
ing to the hiiilorv of the scheme itself, w<‘ find that it was thought of 
long liefore the unfortunate events in Jlf^igal croppeil up. • 

Hegarding the etiiciencx of the administrative works, which is one 
of the chief grounds of puitition, read in the J)istri<'t Admini.stra- 
tion lieport that the sti {mmvisiou of the coumts. the disjiosul of casi'-work 
and the cuirent references and (‘orrespondence, the c(»ntrol of existing 
institutions, etc., engross so much time of th(‘ Distmt Collector that 
lie has hardK an> bosun' to take up other duties that are oftmi of deepiu’ 
necessity and more esstoitial to the true welfare* ami ad vaiiceimuit of 
the jKMiple — the .sui)ervision of I'blucution, p(*rsonal inteicourse with tlu' 
jieople. the collection and assimilation ot detailed economic, social, 
peditical kmovledge. and so on The Distiict dudge lias no time to visit 
Ills outlving courts and lia.s to rel\ on the* Additional dudgi' to hear 
many ajipeals from them; the* ('ivil Suigeon can ran-lx inspect his out- 
lying cliHi'itable dispensanes and the Superintend(*nt of Police has to 
deb'gate an undesirahly large jxiition of his aufhonts to his subordi- 
nates. Tiider such conditions work can hardJy lx* carru'd on witji au 
eye to efficiency. They have, however, their vital Ix'aring on the 
interest of thepfHiple themselves. 

The Village Government of which we hear so much in these days, 
must necessarily depend on the fostering cure and attention and sym- 
pathetic helj) given hy sufH*ru>r officers, rnless tins stimulus is 
coming, the enthusiasm of the peoj)Ie will fail and the experiment w'ill 
be a lamentable failure. These are some of the gjuieral arguments. 

Now', Sir, I must be pardomnl if I urge the partition on some selfish 
grounds also. The constituency which 1 have the honour to represent 
and the part of the district to which I Wong, hnpf)ens to lie rather 
backward and as such they deserve to be a little more sympathetically 
treated and kindly looked after. There, illiteracy is rampant and public 
^spirit, which comes of education alone, is at a discount. If the fwirti- 
tioD is carried out, it will open a new chapter of educational progress 
and material well-being of the people. Tp these democratic days, it is 
highly necessan* that the people should understand and follow up the 
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blensings of education, sanitation, and co-oi)eration which will receive 
a tremendous imjietus from the partition. Also to participate in the 
fair share of competitive examinations which have been recently’ tfirown 
oi>en to our Iwys, it is essentially nece8sar\ that the partition should 
be carried out in order to oflfer increased facilities to these backward 
parts. 

Me(Ii(;al relief, which is the crying need of the times, is enjoyed best 
in towns and cities alone. The vast distance of the headquarters town 
makes it imjmsible for the jioor outlying mufassalites to take advantage 
of the same. 

In the interest of the modem conditions of life also, the partition is 
an indi8j)en8able necessity. 

After repeated discussions and mature considerations it was declared 
to locate the headquarters of the new districts at Kishoregunj and 
Jamuljxm*, and accordingly plans w'ere made for the construction of the 
buildings for which lauds were acquired and bricks were made, but 
it (jould not In') given effect to for financial stringeiu'v of the (love^n- 
ment, Now that the financial condition of the (joveriiment apj>eur8 
to have considerably improved due to our jiassing the taxation Bills, 
the location of the headcjuarters of the new' districts at Kishoregunj and 
Jamuliiore may now w'ell be taken in hand. 

Nor is the conversion of Kishoregunj and .lamalpore into district 
headiiiiarters a (juestion of considerable cost at an> rate for the present. 
Tlie present towns of Kishoregunj and Jamalpoie have got all the insti- 
tutions necessary for district towns, and the existing buildings and 
sites ina.\ U' utilized ibi the purpose without incuning heavy (‘XjHOidi- 
ture for tlic ])n\sent and a beginning tlius made may, j>erbai)8, obviate 
the financial difliculties of the (Government. 

1 should th(‘refore appeal to my learneil and worthy cidleagues of 
this House to give their v^ell-considered and sympathetic attention to 
this all-imjK>rtaiit (juestion of partition of the Mymensingh District. I 
would also Is'g to ask the meml>ers of this House to seriously consider 
the huge wmste of public money for works already undertaken if they 
choose to ]H)stpone and perhaps abandon the scheme altogether, 

I would therefore beg this House to give their whole-hearted support 
to this iTnjmrtant resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The amendment which stands in 
my name runs as follows : — ‘ 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the question of 
the partition of the district of Mymensingh be referred to a committee 
on which there should be some non-official memliers of this Council and 
w*hioh shall also contain an adequate representation of non-officials from 
all the important parts of the district.** 

T would ask for your permission, Sir, to withdraw this amendment, 
as I desire to oppose the substantial resolution. 

The amendment was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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The HOfPble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Perhaps it is just as weU if 
I make clear the position of Government regarding this resolution at the 
present stage. The details and history of the proposal for the partition 
of Mymensingh were given in my predecessor’s t.'^ir Henry Wheeler) 
speech in March, 1921. 1 do not projiose to rejmt them now. The 

reasons for the partition were fully .set forth thero. Government mlhero 
to those leasons. Since then the grant for proceeding with the parti- 
tion was refused by this Council. Government bowed to the decision 
of the Council. Tn August, 1921, the jieople of Kishoregunj approached 
Lord llonaldshay on the subject. In January, 1922, the people of llujit- 
pur jietitiontHl Government. In August last year, the ptMiple of llajit- 
pur, Kishoregunj and .lanialjiore jointly approached His Excellency and 
His Excellency in reply very clearly stated the position of (io\ernment. 
So far as the Government was concerned, they were preiHirtid U% go 
forward with the scheme if they were assured that the Legislative Coun- 
cil was also prepared to sanction the necessary funds. Till then, His 
Excellency could not hold out any hope of Government taking further 
action in the matter.' 

The position is that we still believe that the partition of Mymensingh 
is essentially necessary in the intenvsts of goiMi Government m East(*ni 
Bengal; hut we liave accepted the ilecision of the Council that money 
shall not be jirovided. We adhere to the opinion that jnudition is neces- 
sary, but we have no intention whatever of embarking on the scheme 
until w<* have pursuaded the members of this Council tliat partition is 
necessary. It is no use Government going on with the partition till 
they have th(‘ (\)uncil at their back, and till the CoiiiH'il show unmistak- 
ably that they are prepared to vote the sum nwessarv for the partition 
of Mymensingh we shall take no steps. We ho|«‘, however, that wlien 
the financial aspect is better, we shall bc‘ able to jnirsuade tin* Council 
to agree with us that partition is necessar>\ At present it is not witHin 
the sphere of practical [K)litics to go on with the scheme, filear, hear.) 
We have not got the money and as far as we can see we sliall not have 
money in the immediate future. T would like, however, the Couneil 
to know that we still consider the partition to be very necessary. So 
far as ibis particular resolution is concerned, the opinion of Government 
is that the scheme should be carried out when funds are available, but 
until the Council show unmistakably that they are prepared to vote the 
necessary funds, Government are not prepared to goon with the acherne. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The subject-matter of this resolution 
was discussed at length on the 21st March, 1921, in connection with the 
demand for the grant for the purpose. We all remem tier how this House 
expressed its opinions on the question. Most of the arguments in the 
tReporl of the District Administration Committee, Chapter TIT, on the 
excessive sise of certain districts and subdivisions “ recommending 
their partitions,” on which the experimenf began in the pre-Reform days, 
bavf lost their force to-day, while the condition of finance* of the province, 
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left on its own legs, hardly justifies such huge expenditure. The politi- 
cal expediency for the measure, happily, no longer exists; there is now 
a non-official chairman in most of the district boards and the post of an 
Additiorial Magistrate in each district, to help the District Officer. ' All 
these relieving measures, together with the fact that communications 
are improving everywhere, should enable a District Magistrate, if he 
HO desires to exercise efficient sufKTvision over every part of his juris- 
diction. Then, again, we confidently hojK* that in the near future, the 
separation of the judicial and executive functions will be effected in the 
administration of the province. The work of a District Magistrate, 
under the new system, will be still further reduced and then he will be able 
to devote his whole-hearted attention to his real duty. 

The arguments of size and land reveinie also are of no avail, as there 
are districts nearly e(}ual in area, and yielding higher revenue (24-rar- 
ganas and Barisal) in the province and el.sewbere. 

nie financial asjx'ct of the ]>rn]K)sal is perhaj)s the most imjxirtant 
and the Ilon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler admired tins last year. Indeed, 
the mover wants the scheme to be taken uj) only when funds are avail- 
able, but the necessity of the measure should be clearly demonstrated 
before it is pro]K)S4*d to saddle the (lovernment with such commitments. 
The estimated cajutal expenditure is about Rs. 75 lakhs and the recur- 
ring, T think, Rs. 5 lakhs, and then w’e nil know* how’ th(*se estimat(‘s fall 
short of w'hat is actually iiicuned. A more desirable move, in the 
interest of ec'onomy and efficiency also, wunild have been to effect 
amalgamation of smalhu* districts, such as Rogra and Rabna. Khulna and 
des.sore, Rankura and RiTbhum, and others. Partition of existing dis- 
tricts w'ill only increase the number of district officials, without doing 
pro|>ortionate good to the ]>eoj>le and hence 1 o]>|K)se this resolution. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUKDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 beg to opixise 
this resolution. Sir, we have not got tlu' money; that is quite a con- 
clusive answer and my friend wuuits to bind our successors. We have 
no right to bind our succes.sors. That is another answ'cr. Tliirdly, if 
he wants to know*, w’e shall show* this eveniivg unmistakably that we are 
not preinired to accede to his recpiest, and grant any sum. 1 do hope 
that he w’flL withdraw hi.s re.solution. 

Rai Sahib RANCH AN AN BARM A: T beg to support this re.solu- 
tion. Mymensingh is a very huge district, some six thousand square 
miles in area. It also contains a big and flourishing population amount- 
ing to about half a million; not only that, this p«>pulation is multiplying 
every day. Tbe.se people are fulfilling every day the first command of 
their Creator — Go and multiply. They are going hither and thither and 
wherever they go, they carry with them their own peculiar cbarac- ^ 
teristics — thefts and roblieries go with them. I have some experience 
of these ]ieople who have settled in the district of Rangpur, in the State 
of Coooh Behwr, and in the district of O^alpara. They are very 
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turbulent people. At present no proper control can be exercised over 
them by a District Magistrate presiding over such n very big district. 

As regards the expenditure, the resolution contains a provision 
** when funds jwrmit.” This perliaiJs does away with the objection 
raised on financical grounds. 

As regards the objection that we .should not bind our successors. It 
has been suggested that the i^rtition cannot lie earned out during the 
life of the present Council. But I say, if that is the case, we should not 
j>ass any resolution at all. For many of the resolutions j>ass ennnot 
be given effect to within three years We jwss Acts the effect of which 
will extend to, say, hundreds of years, so this is no argument whatever 
against this resolution. 

As regards the means of communicatnm, I have heard some of my 
friends say that there are man\ tailwayv and otlier facilities for com- 
munication and that offii'crv, residing at the district Innidtjuarlers, can 
easily exercise control over the extnune limits of the distru't, but I W^g 
to submit that this is not always the case. Even in Kangpur. whn h is 
a neighbouring district and much smaller than Myrmuisingh, effective 
control is sometimes wanting. With the.se nunarks, I lx»g to supjHrri 
this resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahtulun I strongly oppo.se 
this resoluticui foi* various reasons I know from the hislc^ry of 
the formation of the districts tliat it was then the settled judicv" 
of (rovernment that the number of districts should not he multi- 
plied — h'or what reason ^ To avoid exjsoidituie. That wa'* th(‘ cliief 
reason why wo find that tliere was a hmit<*d iiumher of distiii ts The 
(piestion of eflicienc'y aro.se at the time wlieii there was a discussion on 
this subjert, but we notice that with the questnm of ef!lcieijc\ there is 
another vital (luestion to he l(H»ked to and that is the question of fin- 
ance. Just now you have listened to the views of the K<lu<ation Minis- 
ter in dealing with the iiiciease (»f pay of a few ♦‘ducafional r»flicj‘rs and, 
mark you, what would Ih* the anumnt wliuh has t(» Ik* spoil on account 
of the partition of the M\mensiiigh district? Are w'e to assess it at 
Rs. 75 lakh.s? Are Government prepared to sj>end that amount at 
the present moment? That is a qu(v»tion w^hich diuminds the con- 
sideration of the members of the Council. The answer. I suj>poMe, will 
be that the Council is not prepared to recommend this large amount 
at this critical moment and what T learn just now from the TTon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson is that Government are not prewired now to spend 
that amount, although Government adhere to the views that the district 
of Myineni?ingh ought to be partitioned. If it Ik* said that there 
is a large number of robberies committed and, therefore, it is necessary 
tfiat there should be a partition of the district, will not the same 
argument apply, miitnfix mMiandix, to those small district** which 
GoYfiuroent have formed. I come from tbe district of Hofjghly, Tbo 
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old district has been divided into two parts, Howrah and Hooghly pro- 
per. Are we to be told that the number of robberies has increased or 
decreased on that account. I^t statistics be taken and then the increase 
or decrfease in the number of robberies be noted. If crime is increas- 
ing, that. Sir, is no argument in support of the resolution. The ques- 
tion depends ui)on various other factors which have to be taken into 
consideiation. One factor is the increase of officials in the divided 
distrifls. T am not on the Retrenchment Committee — I have no ambi- 
tion to l)e there — but I can say this that the Retrenchment Committee 
ought to lake a note of the views of the C’ouncil that there ought to be 
n smaller amount of ex|>enditure under this head. If this be taken 
into consideration and if the old districts were to go back to their 
foiiner condition, I am sure there will 1 m‘ less ex]>enditure. If Howrah 
and Hooghly — let me plead the case of the IT(x>ghly |ieople at this 
junctuH' — he allowed to stand as they were previcvusly 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps the mernWr will confine his observa- 
tion to Mymensingh. Hooghly and Howrah are not mentioned in the 
resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: T.eaving that, T 
submit that it is necessary for the House to consider whether at the 
]»resent moment Government are prepared to sj>end a large amount. 
If not, the (piestion at issue is decided at once, and the House ought to 
oppose the resolution on this account. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I understand that the member wishes to with- 
draw his resolution? 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE UDDIN Khan; I beg leave to 
withdraw my rt*solution. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The meml)er asks for leave of the House to with- 
draw his resolution. Does any mem h«T object ? . 

Mr. 8. R. DAS; I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I^nve is refused. Do you wish to reply ? 

Maufvi> MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE UDDIN KHAN: I do not wish 
to reply. 

The motion was then puf and lost. 

Re-excavation of canal connecting the Dhaieswari and Padma. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: I move that this Council ?ecom- 
mends to Ooveniment that immediate steps be taken to re-excavate 
the canal connecting the rivers Dhaieswari and Padma ri/t Srinagar so 
as to make it navigable throughout the year tind that adequate 
vision be made to meet the expenses, 
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In moving this resolution I only bring4o the notice of the Council 
a matter of great urgency, one of life anil death to the |jeople of Mun- 
shiganj. This matter has been pressinl to the notice of Oovernmeiit 
rejjeatedly with no result. Schenu's have InH'n drawn up but never gi\en 
effect to. And now that the Reformed Couniil has a voice in the 
affairs of the country, the j^eople hojn* that the removal of this ntH»d 
will no longer he postponed. 

The urgency of the matter will l>e evident from a few words about 
the subdivision Munshiganj in the district of Dacca. This subdivision 
is surrounded by three mighty rivers — the Padma, the Dhaleswari, and 
the Meghna. These rivers are liable to iKcasional inundations. The 
whole country is tnvMU'sed by a network of canals and dining the rains, 
each house has the a])|K'ai‘ance of an i.solated island, the only means 
of C4)mnninication lieing by l>oat». During the cold wiMitjier, the 
country l)eing low-lying, fair-weather roads known as hahuis, are used 
and goisls and mercliandise are carried by lalnnirers and on j>ack-innles. 
There is a high road In^twiMUi Munshiganj and Srinagar, a distanc’i* of 
18 miles, witli numcMous breaks and broken bridgi'S, w]ii<'h cannot 
l>e used during tin* gri'atiu' part of tiie year. During tlie rains, the 
road is luidi^r watiT and after tliat it has a dilapidated aiiiHMirance. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir. is there a ({uoruin!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Ring the bell. 

The Secr(‘tar> then counted 28 members ami rejsnted that there was 
n quorum. 

Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: The rountiA had. in the imst, a 
number of canals, with the result that tlu* natund diainages of the 
country wmi' not im[s*d(*d and the fnis, hhuht, and swamps were 
fluslicd, 1’he bermfit to tlu' crop also was great as the slow )K»Mslng of 
water round the rmits of tlu^ piddv crop supplie<l tlu^ mne'-sju v oxygen. 
Malaria wa^^ unknown and the health of the subdiii'^ion was such as 
could be envied. While now, iminediatidy after the rains, malaria 
creates havoc and claims its victims. 

At one time, we had vet another river linking the Padma and the 
Dhaleswari, which provided a vetw short cut lad ween Goalundo and 
Dacca. Tt was called the Tchharnati. It is now silted up. Then we 
had three principal canals conmnding the two rivers and all passing 
through flourishing village.s and imj>ortant marts. Rut owing to gradual 
silting up, the.sp jKussages are now navigable only during a few months 
of the year. You, Sir, can imagine what hardshiji that means to 
the [>eople. Tt means ruin to trade. Menhants and traders must |>er- 
force store goods during the rains and so blink their capital and con- 
•Burners have to taken them hv coolies or on pock-mules at an abnormal 
cost. 

I am.afraid the proposal to remove thin want may ho dismissed with 
the expression of a pious wish with the plea “ fqnds not available/* 

85 
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But considering the manilold advantages, sanitary and commeroial, 
that are sure to accrue, I hold that some means may be found to 
undertake this work. 

The canal about which I am now pleailing is about 20 miles in 
length, out of which the major ]x>rtion is navigable for small Ixmts 
throughout the year. The ix)rtions from Sayad}H>re on tlie Dhaleswari 
side vid Shekarnagar to Sholagar and from TIaldia to Tiohaganj are navi- 
gable throughout the year for small boats and but slight dredging is 
nM|uired here and there. It is from Sholagar to Maurhha, a distance 
of four or five miles that the canal reejuires re-e\ravation. A start was 
made last year by our Circle Officer with tin* help of the villagers and 
it was found that re-excavation is ]>ossil)le. Ib*-t‘xravation of four or 
five miles will not cost a heavy sum, nor w'lll it be a heavy strain on the 
district board or the Government to spend this money for the removal 
of a long-felt want. The khal moreover will ])ass through im}K)rtant 
centres of trade, marte like Tiohnganj, Dhankunia, (east and west), 
Bejgnon. Kanockshar, ITnldia, Kajir|xirn. Kolapara, Srinagar, Deobhpg, 
Sholagar and Shekanmgar, or if the other routes is taken, through 
Harshara, Mohonganj and Rajanngar. 

Of the proposals for rt»-excavation now Ix'fc'rt' local Ixslic'^s, the 
shortest cut*l>etween the two rivers may ]>rove a source of danger. 
Mr. Lawton remarked with regard to that scheme ns follows: — 

This misc'ldevous spill into the .llinmsn Hhil Hhould b»* checked nnd retaliated 
and, as a matter of river conservancy, this must he done otherwise the risks are 
that the Dhaleswari will make a short circuit across the Jhnmsa Blhl to the 
Kalit^anj with disastrous r<*sult8. 

Regarding railways or embankments in this area. Dr. Bentley e\pres.st»d 
the opinion that they cannot Ix' allowed “ |H‘nding the improvement of 
water transit hy tlie construction of small or large canals throughout 
the urea.” It is therefore incumbent that Government should improve 
the existing waterways first. 

ThtM’e is a ])ro]iosal Ix'fore the Distnot Board of Dacca to rcM'Xcavate 
another canal with a l(x\n or private enter]>ri.se. I am sure ])rivate enter- 
prise would he forthcoming jirovided the Government would (‘ontrihute 
their shan* and sw'nrt' a reasonable profit on the outlay. But the Gov- 
ernment must come for^vni-d to arrange for the undertaking. 

1 need hardly remind the Council of the remarks of Dr. Bentley that 
the increase of malaria is due to the chwing up of wateiwavs which 
should be cleared first of all. 

Rai Bahadur S. N. Banerjee recommends this stnv nrlv if ” ns 
a pure sanitary measure,” and be has jx>inted out how the re-excavation 
of this khal would not result in erosion. So there is nothing against 
the re-excavation. ^ 

I apfwal to this Council on Mialf of the suffering i>eoplo to support 
my resolution. 
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Raf JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I m„vo this 
Council recommends to the Oovernment that steps lK^ taken to make 
the Srinaffar khal in the district of Dacca navigable by small Ismts 
during the dry weather. 

It is not nm\s»ary to si>eak nmeh ahout thi.s. The Sia retary in 
cliar^e is, I understand, in full synnHithy with tins juojeet and after 
his speech, I think that it will not Ih* necessary to press this resolution. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 

(Mfa Ga Ti Hlintinf^OfCi) S The stream is, as tlu‘ hoii’hle movers |H>inted 
out, a very useful one to the hs al |HM>ple for trafli(‘. It is a ]>urel\ hkcal 
concern, I have discussed the matter with lK>th the meinlH'rs 
and we have come to the conclusion that this is nf>t a work which (lov- 
ernment can undiMtake or do anythin^r towards making tlo' khil navi- 
^ahle, as there is no money, If the Srinagar klutl is taken over hv the 
district Inyard or by some private <‘nterj>riHe umler the ansjaces of the 
district hoard, then Government may 1 k' approailied to dislare it 
under the Canals Act so that the district hoard mav lew a toll. 

In the circumntan<'CK Oovcnimcnt nius( opjxwc tli<> rcxohitidii. 

Babu JOCENORA NATH ROY: I thank the (toverTiment for the 
rejilv ^^iven to my nssolution. 

In the,s(* davs when we hear so much of .self-help and .Hcll-tletennina- 
tion, I think it would not Ih* unreiusonahh* for the (lovctninent to turn 
round and ask the iH‘ople what they an* doin^ in the matter. I have 
already refern'd to anotlu’r pro]>osal now hefon* the District Hoard of 
Dacca. 

In the pr(*s(*nt case, (fovernment can ^■rant a loan to the District 
Hoard or encounipe private entenuM.se. I am confiilent pii\at<* enter- 
pris(‘ will he forthcominfj provides! suffici<*nt encoiirac’enn'Tit is ’^ivem. 
For instance, if — 

the riovernment undertake to help tin* Syndicate with dnsl^fcrs 
at both ends when occasion arises; 

(2) in places where the kfml do<*s not fxiss thirni^di ( xistinff villaj^es, 
land measuring- 200 feet is acfjuirf*d on luith sifle.s and the 
excavated earth thrown on them to convert them into homev 
stead land for which there is a ^reat demand in this fwirt of 
East Bengal Ikhmiusc of the erosion of th<» two rnijjhtv rivers 
the Padma and the Dhaleswari. This would to a fH'f'iit 
extent cover the cost of re-excavation; 

(3^ the district and the union lioards are made to contribute their 
quota; and 

(4) the Syndicate i.s allowed to levy a toll throu^fhout the year — 
the ratehein^ fixed by the Board. 

The projKwwHl khal wMiuld pass through imjxirtant centres of trade 
aa enumerated in my speech. And the re-excavation is sure to benefit 
the people in various ways. 


26 a 
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With these words I to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave* of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution staTidinp in the name of Kai Joj^endra Chunder Ohose 
Bahadur was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Arts College for Muhammadans. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that this Council recommends 
to the (lovernment that iinimHliate steps 1 h* taken for the establishment 
of a fully e<|uipfMHl first j;frade Arts (h>lleg:r foi Muhammadan student 
in (’alcutta. 

In urjfin/i^ this pro|)o8al for the (‘^tablishim'iit of a Muhammadan 
Arts (\>llejre in Caleiitta, I propose to he ver_\ brief. It is not a new 
mutter for the Berj^al liej^islative Council to discjiss. Several times 
in the old Council I brought forward this ]>roj)OHal in the shajx* of res(v 
lutions, and in the eour.se of dis<-\is8ions in the Budget debates, and 
some time apro Goveniimuit aecejded the proposal and pave jKirtial efft‘ct 
to it hy purchasing' a plot of land. I think that it will eronomisi* time 
if the Ilon’ble the Minister wdll be pleased to make a statement as to 
the reasons why ]>racti(’al effect has not l>e<‘n given to this resolu- 
tion although partially something has lanui doTie in the sha]s‘ of ]>ur- 
rhas(‘ of land. If his reply is saiisfa.ctorv — as I hope* it will l)c — I 
do n()t propose to press this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: My friend, Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Ha(|, is jii'rfeeily corr<f(‘t in saying that the proposal for the estahlish- 
ineni of n Muhammadan .Vrts College in ('’ah iitta was accepted hv the 
lab' Government years ago. Since T t<H)k charge of this offi(*e, T found 
that financial jwwition of Gov<*rnment was such that it was not ])ossible 
to give effect to this pro|K>siJ. T examined the case and found that under 
the scheme prepared by tin* old government tin* recurring exjx*nditure 
w'as about Us. ] .14.000 or Rs. 1,15,0(M). and the capital exj^mliture about 
Rs. 5,00,000. There was a juovision of B*-). 1.00,000 for cajutal expen- 
diture in the Budget for the rear 1021-1022. Members are awan* that 
in that year we had a di'ficit of Bs. 2,12.00.000 so during the course of 
that year the grant of Bs. 1,00,000 had to lie surrendered ; since then it 
has not l)e^n possible to find money, and money has not Invn provided; 
that is how the matter stands. If the matter In* further discussed I 
slmll reserve my remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Suhrawardy has given notice of an amend- 
ment. Mr. Fazl-ul Hatj, do you wish to withdraw your resolution ? 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: In view of what has been stated by 
the HoiCble the Minister. I beg leave to withdraw my resolution. ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I call uixm Dr. Suhrawardy wove his amend- 
ment. 
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Or. A. 8UHRAWAROY: “ I move by way of nmpnclraent that the 
origiDol resolution of Maulvi A. K. Fa*l-ul Haq do take the following 
form : — 

** This Council recomnionds to llm Government that a ooinmittw 
of representative Miihaminndnns of the proviiu'e lie apjH>inte(I to ascertain 
(7) what funds are available for the advancement of hij^her educatioii, and 
( 2 ) whether, if funds are available, the best interests of the Aluhammadan 
education will be served by the establishment of a first ^rade Arts C^dlege 
for Muhammadans in Calcutta.” 

In moving this amendment I should imitate the excellent example .set 
by my friend, the mover of the resolution, and be as brief as [xissible. 
In this rtLsolution 1 recognize an old friend, if not a ” hardy annual ” 
of my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul ffa<|. This matter first of all came 
up iK'fore the Council in and since tlieii, in Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaq, 

the question of a denominational college in Calcutta has found an 
ardent champion. It has b(*en my misfortune in the jwist to differ from 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaii on this (juestion, Imt to-day 1 have no desire to 
accentuate my difiereiKc of opinion with him. As a matter of fact, 
my amendment is not an e.xiuession of dissent but is really born of 
agreement. I find in th<‘ list of Imsiiiess, in the agenda inii^r another 
resolution in the name (»f m\ friiuid, for th<‘ estjiblishment of a Muliam- 
madan hostel in Calcutta. I was wondeiing whether my friend was 
really in earnest or this is one of his j<‘sts; because I find that he knows 
it very well himself tliat the defi<it of the Gov4»rnment is alxml 
Ks. 8f).(K).(M)0. With that deficit it is not practicabh* for any Govern- 
ment to start a Muhammadan hostel and also to start a Muhammadan 
Arts Colb'ge in Calcutta or in any other |Kirt of the province. What- 
ever miglit liave Ixeii the meds for an Arts College in Ittld, the (condi- 
tion of affairs in is (juite different. Sir, wlien the air resoundn 

the cry of Ilindu-Muhammadan unity it is hardly neceHsary f(u* me to 
remind the memlxT that a denominational college is somewhat out of 
date. When there is a cr>' and an insistent d(*mand for vorcational 
education throughout the length and breadth of the land, it is hardly 
in season to make a demand for a Muhammadan Arts (kdlege. Any- 
way, in my previous sjx'eches I Iiave alr<‘ady given my n^asons at length 
a.s to why I am ojqxxsed to a denominational college. As I ha\’e said 
at the outset I am not really in di.sagnxunent with my friend who, I 
believe, desires to advance the cauH<‘ of Muhammadan education. I jun 
not so much fa.scinated with the idea of a Afuhammadan Arts College in 
Calcutta or anywhere else. Simce my friend first formulated the demand, 
the University of Dacca had lieen established and there has l)een a first 
grade fully e(iuipiMMl Arts College in Dm*ca. Hie majority of Muham- 
Ihadan students hail from East Ilengal and their need has been satisfied 
by the establishment of an Arts C'ollege at Dacca. In my opinion there 
is a greater need for the establishment of a Muhammadan hostel in 
Calcutta JLban that for a Muhammadan Arts College. 
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Mfi PRESIDENTS The member had better not go into that. We 
are now diHcusning the oHbibliHhment of an Arts College. 

Oft A, SUHRAWARDYS I mention that only to show the neces- 
sity for a ooiniiiiHee to inquire into the l)est miMins for advancing 
Muliaininadan education — whether it can l)e achieve<l by the establish- 
nuuit of a hostel or by the establishment of an Arts College or by the 
creation of stiixuids and scholarships tenable not only in the Arts 
Colleg(‘ but oIho in various professional colleges, the Engineering College, 
the Law (College, the Me<li(Jiil CVdlege, and not in the Muhammadan 
Arts (.V)Ih*ge ha ated in ('alcutta alone. Now w’e have got a first grade 
Arts (college in every iinjK)rtant town of Bengal and in iny opinion it 
would be better to have scholarshiiw and stiiHUids for Muhammadan 
students in these colleges. 

I'hese are iny reasons for moving my amendment. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: 1 su]>iH>rt the anKuidment moved by 
Dr. Suhrawardy and 1 supinu-t it for this rc'ason that lie wants a com- 
mitbH* to 1m* apiK>inted which will go into the (jnestion of devising means 
for advancing tin* cause of Muhammadan edu(*ation. My friend, 
Mr. ILkj, has sugg(*st(*d a definite means, namely, the establishment of 
an Arts College. But in view of the fact that the tendency of the 
jH'ople is now for vocational and technii'al (‘ducation it is desirabh* that 
the matt(‘r should Ik* considered over again and what was thought pru- 
dent and exiM'dient in 11)1 d mav or nmv not Im> consid(*red so in 1921 or 
1922. 

With this view 1 8up|M)rt the amendment moved by Dr. A. Suhra- 
wardy. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY. Although this resolution ha.s bt*€n 
moved by a Mivslem friend I rise to o}>jK)se it 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I may iioint out, that Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq has 
intimated his desire to ask for leave to withdraw’ his i\*solution. So 
we may legard that ns practically dead. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I am glad to hear tliat Mr. Haq 
is not trying to resuscitate a dead horse and a cult, which is long dead, 
of communal isolation which -is again.st frcH*dom and j)rogress. I have 
grt*at pleatsuiv in sup]M)rting the amendment of Dr. A. Suhmwardy 
iH'cause, as Maulvi Syed Nasim Ali hud jxiinted out, now we are all 
trying to hav<* mon* facilities for vocational educational — an education 
which will give the training for earning bread and not merely the 
cultural side of e4lucation. 

\ 

Dr. 4ATINDRA NATH MOITRAs Before I make up my mind 
whether to sup]H)rt or opixise this amendment I should like to have some 
jxnnts cleared by the mover of the amendment. Does he actually mean 
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to have a committee to “inquire into the question of vocational educa- 
tion particularly for Muhammadan students, or whether he means that 
only Muhammadan students would be admitted at the particular voca- 
tional institution, or whether Hindus or Christians will also be admitted 
there; whether any reli^^ious instruction should l)e iiujiarted tliere, and 
if so, what form of ivligioiis instruction should be given P And if it 
is in favour of higher eduoation by the establishment of tui Arte 
College — whether the Calcutta Madrasah cannot be used for what 
purpose ? 

These are the.[)oints I want to have cleannl before I make up my 
mind to supix)rt I>r. Suhrawardy’s amendment. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq s 

resolution reminds me of the story of a millionaire asking 'for alms 
from a bankrupt. Sir, it is well-known to every memlnT of this House 
and e 8 i)ecially to the Muhammadan members and Muhammadan public, 
of this province that, m the various icf/ 7 / estates of this iirovim^i^, a 
very large amount of moiu'v has la^en earmarked for Moslem iMlma- 
tion. Sir, when that large fund is available Uie first thing that should 
be done would Ik* t.o tap it. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Do these discussions really arise in 
view of the fact that 1 have asked for leave of the lloum* to withdraw 
my resolution P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 was watching to see how far Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta would go. If he sjK»akH on Maulvi Kazl-ul Ilaq's 
resolution then this question d(K‘s not arise, but if he is sjK'aking on 
Dr. Suhrawardy’s amendment then I shall Ik* glad if he will develo[K» his 
point as sofui as iK>ssible. He must lie quick alnnit it. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: 1 am only asking whether the 
proposed committee should go into this (piestion and whether they are 
going to tap the.se funds for the development of Muhammmian educa- 
tion. If that is so, Sir, I supixirt l>r. Suhrawnrdy’s amendment. If 
not, then I am afraid wa cannot approach (jovernment for help to 
esteblish a denominational college. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, Maulvi FazU 
tti Haq’s resolution having been withdrawn 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not been allow€*d to withdraw his r(*Kolu- 
Jtion yet. 1 am going to get the leave of the House, 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Before you do so, will you allow me 
a minute or two to say something by way of iiersonal explanation P 
This is not the first tijme that I have put forward this motion for the 
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establiHhment of a Muhammadan Arts Goilege. There are some friends 
of mine who think that this very idea of a Muhammadan Arts College 
is likely to imixuil what is called the Hindu-Moslem unity. I am here 
to defend the proiKXsition that a college for Muhammadan students in 
Calcutta is not likely nor is it possible for it to do anything of that 
kind. We can luuve that iKuice between the two communities even if 
wo have a (college of our own in Calcutta. It is not the time nor the 
o('-cfision to go into that question. I defend my position only on its 
merits. 1 am perfectly satiHfie<l by the statement of the Hon’ble the 
Minister that tlu' establishment of the Arts ('ollege at the present 
moment will not 1 k!i juacticalJe. But if the matter is to Ik? threshed 
outi on its merits 1 am iwe|mred to do so. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Dr. Suhrawardy, certain (|uestions have l)een put 
to you by Dr. Moitra and if you think it necessary, you may answer 
those (juesiions very briefly. 

Dfi A. SUHRAWARDY; I shall lx* very brief, Sir. My answer 
is that it is the committee who will answer those questions. 

The Hon’hle Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 do not think that 1 need detain 
th(^ llous(^ long. I have no objection to Maulvi Fazl-ul TTatfs with- 
drawing his res)lution. As regards the* amendment whi< h projwses a 
committ<M* to inquiri' as to w'hat funds are available for the develojv 
inmit of Muhammadan (‘ducat ion 1 am sorry to tell tin* llousi^ that no 
funds are availabh*. That being the jK)sition 1 would ask m> friend, 
Dr. Suhrawardy, to consider whether it is any good to press his amend- 
ment at this stuge. IVrliajw later on, when the financ'es imjwove, we 
may consider this ((uesii«>!i. If I am allow'ed to make one or two 
(drservations aUnit Muliamnuidan education, 1 will briefly state my 
views in the matter. The meml>ers of the Iloitse will rememWr that 
the Muhammadans form \n>r (‘ent. of the jiopuJation. If the pro- 
vince is to improve both the Hindus and Muhammadans must look to 
each others’ interest. The nation as a whole cannot i)rosi)er if one 
inqKirtant iKution of it lags Indiind. 7'here must Ix' more of symixithy 
l)etw(‘(‘n Jlindus and Muhammadans. While the ultimaW decision 
must be the* decision of the lIou.se consisting of lx>th Hindus and 
Muhammadans, I am certain that my Hindu colleagues will, in a ques- 
tion of this kind, see that the opinions of the Miihammadan members 
will receive every weight at their hands. I will suggest to my friend, 
Dr, Suhrawardy, to withdraw his amendment for the simple reason that 
there arc no funds available at present. 

The original resolution standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl- 
ul Ha(i was then, by leave c^f the Council, withdrawn. 

The amendment of Dr. A Suhrawardy was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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Tha following resolutions, owing to the absence of the movers, 
were deemed to be withdrawn ; — 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: This Uouncil recommends to the (Jov- 
ernment that a ( ommittei^ be apiH)inte<l consisting (»f otticials ami nou- 
officials imJiiding the mover, and with the Uommissioner of the Hurdwan 
Division as President, to imiuire into the affairs of the Hooghly Imam- 
bara and into the inanagenient of that estate.’* 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: “ This Uouncil recommends to the Oovernment 
that two or three co-o|KM“ative societies for juU^-growers Ih> startisl in 
East Bengal, the (Tovernment agrt*t*ing to guarant4‘e for a pt^iiKl oi 
three ywirs the losses that such societies may sustain, on such U*rms 
and comlitions as the (lovernment may prescrilie.” 


Use of books from Government libraries by members of Council. 

The following lesolution. which stood in the nanu‘ of Munshi .lafar 
Ahmed, w'as, 1>\ leave ot the ('ouncil, moved by Shah S\eil Kmdadul 
Ilmi 

“ 1'his (’ouncil lecommemls t(» th<‘ (iovernment that. imnnsIiaU^ 
ordms be pas'^ed to all DiMMonal ( 'ommissioiiers and Magisliah*s of the 
province to the effect that memlHUh of the Bengal Legislativi* (’ouncil 
be allo\ve<l to use books iiom the (loxernment librnnes as th(*y do in 
the LegisJative ('ouncil.” 

Shah S\ed Kimladul IIa<j tlelivereil his sj>t‘e< h in Bengali, the trans- 
lation ol which is as follows: — ■ 

It a matter of great regret that tin* memlMUs of lh(‘ Is'gislative 
(’ouncil rlo uot get b(H)ks from the (’ollect orate Library, wheieas they 
get them from the Bengal Legislative Library. Before I was a mem- 
ber here. 1 was entitfed to the [rrivilege <»f getting Isroks from tlie 
(’olleitoiate. I have now U'en deprived of the name jrrivilege. I do 
not see any reason for this. So far as 1 can make out, I think the 
privilege has lH‘en declined b* me Ireeaiise I am a menilH*r of the* 
Opiwwition. I would, liowev«‘r, recpic^st that (iovernmcuit might issue 
eirculars to all District Magistiati*s asking them to comply with the 
rectuisitioiis of the members of the Legislative Council for iKKiks and 
other (iovernment imWications available in the (’cdlectorate liibrary. 

The Hon’ble P. C. MITTER: If my friend will ac'cejit ci-rtain 
tamendments to his motion then I am prepared to accept the n^olution 
on behalf of (Iovernment. If the niendier is willing to lucept an 
amendment confrning bis resolution to the libraries of the Ckillec^tora 
and agrees that the books are to lie lent in accordance with the rules 
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to be framed by Government I will accept the resolution. Otherwise 
the matter may be discussed. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq having accjejHed the modification, the 
resolution was put in the following form and agreed to; — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that immediate 
orders Ik) jmssed to all Magistrates of the province to the effect that 
meml)er8 of the Bengal Legislative Council be allowed to use books 
from the Government libraries in accordance with the rules to be 
framed in this bi^half by the Local Government.'* 

Adjournnieiiti 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2<Sth 
Noveinl)er, 1922, at the Town Hall, (hdcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot 

The Council met in the (\)uncil (^humlH^r in the Town HtUl, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 28th NoveinlH'r, 1922, at 8 r.u. 


Present: 

The Hon’hle the PrcHideiit in the (8uiir, the four Hon’ hie MciuIkth of 
the Executive C'Ouncil, the Ilon’hle the Minister of Education, ami 
92 nominated and elected nunnhers. 


Oath. 

The followifi^^ nu'inlnM' t(H>k an t>alh of his alle|»‘iance lo the Crowrj: — 
Mr. L. Biri.kv, ( m.e. 


Btarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Newspaper reports of public grievances. 

*LXVIII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the lion hie the 
Meinlnu' in charge of tin* Eolilical l)e]«irtiiH‘nl In* pleased to lay op 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the numlier and names of ofthers employed in reiKirting to the 
(lovernment the grievames published in the newspajKTH in 
the Prt'sidency of Bengal; 

(i/) the manner in which they are brought to the notice of the 
Goveniment; and 

(III) the amount of salary drawn by each of them during the last 
3 years? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (i) to (m) It is €>ne of the duties of the Bengali 
•Translator to 8up[dy Government with extracts from the new si»n|)erH 
relating to matte^rs of public interest. ITis name and salary will lie 
found in the Civil liist. Goveniment officers themwdves also read the 
newspapers. 
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*LXIX. Mr. H. A. STARK: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Meiirl>er in cliai^e of Ih© EccleHiastiral Department been drawn to 
tlie exorhitani chargeH of funeral furnishers for Christian burials in 
(’alcuttaP 

(h) Are th(‘ (fovernnient eonsidering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a eoinniittee io examine and rejKut what amendments are called for 
in the ('ah'uita llurials Boards Act, 1881 (Bengal Act V of 1881), 
with a view to control the charges in connection with (’hristian 
funerals? 

MEMBER in charge of ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(h) (loverninent have not y(‘t decided what action, if any, they 
are prepared to take in the matter of contndling such charges. 


North Bengal flood. 

^LXX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Ih'pavtment of Agriculture and Industries h© 
jdeased to state whether he visited the area affected hv the flooil in 
North Bengal P 

(//') If so, aftei’ how many days after the commencement of the 
flood and what was the huigth of the visit ? 

{(') What plac‘<‘s did he visit? • 

(d) Will the Hcurhle tluv Minister he pl(xcse<l to state whether any 
arrangements have* heen made hv his department to help the agricul- 
turists in the flood-stricken area hv suj>plying them with seeds for 
agric-ultural o|¥*ratu>ns? » 

(c) Will the Ilon’hh* the Minister he pUxise<l to lay on th© table a 
statement showing — 

{}) the loss of cattle; and 

(n) the loss in c“roi>s and other agricultural produce, 
in th<» area afftM ted hy the recelit AimmIsP 

(f) Will the llon’hle the Minister l>e pleased t© state what steps, if 
a!»y, tlu» (loverninent are pro|H>sing to adopt to rtH'oup the losses referred 
to in (r) above? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. 4 , T. Donovan): {a) Th© answer is in 

th© negative, 

(6) and (c) The questions do not arise. 
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(d) Yes. The member is refemni to the Press Communiques 
23rd October and 9th November, 1922. 

(e) and (/) The member is referred t4> the Press ('ommuniqui' of 
9th November, 1922. 


Pabna flood. 

*LXXI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) Will t)u Hon ble 

the Meml>t‘r in charge of the lh*i>artinent of Keveiiue (Lund Hevemie) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the distriet of 
Pabna — 

(0 the aj)pr()xiTnate area in s(|uare miles, the number of |H*ojdo 
and the names of the jKdiee-stations aff«*et<‘d by the leeent 
flooils ; 

(it) the names and niiml>er of villa^res, the ext<*iit of the area, the 
]>ereenta#>re of |K)pulation, within each of ihe affeehnl |K)he(*- 
stations; and 

(lit) the loss of life, the loss of winter riee erop, the loss of eatth«, 
and the destruction of houses in the aff(H*h*d area within 
each of the iKdiee-stutions ? 

(/;) WHl the non’ble the MemlM*r lie pleased to lay on the table a 
W)py of the estimated reijuirements submitted by tin* (Ndlei tor of Pabmi 
for flood relief o|»erntions in his distriet ? 

(c) Will the Government Iw ideased to stah* the amounts of — 

(i) gratuitous relief; 

(ii) charitable relief re<juir(‘<l f(»r re-lmildiiig houses that have Ix'cn 

destroyed and for the piovision of clothing; 

(ill) medical relief and precautions against epidemic diseasi* ; 

(ie) relief for the able-bodied; 

(v) restoration of destroyed crojw; and 

(in) rabi seed loans in each of the affechnl ]M)lice-staiions in the 
district of Pabna ? 

(d) What amount from the fund ojiened by the ( 'Oinmissioner <d the 
llajshahi division has been available for the affected area of tho Pabna 
district and utilised for the — 

(t) extension of charitable relief already provided; and 

(it) provision of extra comforts for the distressed in each of the 
police-stations of the district, village by village P 
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(e) 1h it a fact that an in8i)ection of the area has shown that the 
police-stations of Atffharia and Chatmohar within the Sadar subdivision 
and the ixdice-stations of Ullaixiia and Tarash within the Sirajganj 
subdivision of the Pubna district have been seriously affected by the 
recent floods? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE Kthe Hon’ble the Maharajaifhiraja Bahadur of Burdaran): 

(a) (i) to (Hi) A statement is laid on the table showing the ptirticiilars 
requinxl. 

(h) and (r) (?) and (ii) The estimates received by Government from 
the (^dlector of Pabna were Its. 2,0bb for gratuitous relief, Rs. I(),b0t) 
for charitable relief, and Rs. 35,tK)() for agricultural loans. The first 
two amounts have l)een sanctioned and Rs. 29,b()0 have lM*en sanctioned 
for loans for the present. 

(Hi) Medical relief is l)eing afforded by the local disi)ensary doctors 
as wcdl as by Government and District Hoard dcx tors under the sui?fer- 
vision of the District IleiUth Officer. 

(tv) None is reciuired. 

(r) Ag ricultural loans are ladng advanced to the c ultivators. Out 
of the allotment for the pur|K>se mentToned al>ove, a sum of Rs. 17. S' 
had lH‘en actually distributed up to the 17th instant. 

(rt) There is no demand for it. 

(d) It is reiKU'ted that no assistance from this fund has l)een asked 
for. The amount of Rs. 10,000 given by Government for charitable 
ndief will, however, 1h‘ adjusted ligainst charitable funds. 

(c) The meml)er is referred to the replies to c|Uestions (a) (r) and 
(it) alK)ve. * 


StatrnHmt referred tv in the reply tv * ehiuiies (n) (?) tv (tii) of 
starred question No. LX XI, showiny the da may e done by the 
rec(*nt floods in the district of Pahiui. 

Arc'a affected in 8C[uare miles — 150.* 

Numlx'r of |H'oplt' affetded — 50,000.* 

Policc'-stations affected — 

Tarash — 

Villagest affected — Some villages in Chaukidari Unions IV and V; 

nearly all villages in Unions I, II, and III. 

Area — square miles. 

Percentage of ixqmlation affected — 50 j)er cent. 

* A.c«ordtBf to lb* kitoil iofonootloo r«o«lf«4. 
t Tbo mmm of tho vttlofw art ocA oooUoMo, 
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Chatmohar — 

A 

Villages* affected — The majority of villages in Chaukidari Unions I 
to V, VII to X and XVI. 

Area — 80 square miloe. 

Percentage of iwpulalion affected— ;t5 i>cr cent. 

Faridpur — 

Villages* affected— Nearly all villages in (’liaiikidari Unums I U 
and VIII. 

Area — 30 square miles. 

Percentage of population affected— 30 jwr cent. 

Ullapara — 

Villages* affected — A few villages in Chaukidari Union^f IX IV 
XII and XXI. 

Area — 10 square miles. 

Percentage of iH)pulati()n affected— 5 jier C 4 *iit. 

Loss of life — None. 

IsK>ss of winter rice crops within each ixdice-station— Ten anniis in 

Tarash and (,^hatniohar and six annas in Faridpur and UIIa|mra. 
Head of cattle lost — A few only. 

NumlH»r of houses dostroywl — 700. 

• The aaoiui of Ibc tIIUikw »r«* iioi avalkblo. 


Unstarred Questions 

(insMfers to whioh were laid on the tid)le). 

Biss Soheme of Primary Eduoation. 

142. Babu dATI NORA NATH BA8U: Will the Ilon’hle the 
Minister in ciiarge of the Dejwrtmeni of Education l)o pleased to state* — 

(t) whether Mr. Biss’s Scheme of Primary Education has U^en 
given effect to in any locality in Bengal ; 

(ii) whether local bodies have l)een addressed about their co-o|n?ra- 
tion in carrying out the scheme; 

(in) if so, how many have been so addressed; 

(iv) how many local bodies have replied; 

(v) how many have agreed to co-operate in working the scheme; 
(tn) what steps have been taken in carrying out the scheme; and 
(ott) to what extent is it proposed to hnance the immediate working 

of the scheme? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’Me Mr. P. C. Mitter): (i) Yes. Complete schemes are actually 
working:' in the unions of Ilaruli, Bagtuhut, and Tala in the 
Khulna district. In the Kajaliahi district in Yusufpur Union, the 
scheme is actmilly workin^f. In the Melki Union, in the Hooghly 
district, u school connected with the scheme is built and working. In 
south Kharia, in the .Talpaiguii district, the scheme is working. In 
Darjeeling a central school for d(K) boys has l)t*en oi>t‘ned. Building 
and the ac(juisition of land is going on in many other localities prepaia- 
tory to giving full effect to the scheme. The jaesent ix>sition is set 
fortli in a second rejH)rt by Mr. Biss whii h is now in the press and will 
soon be available. 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) Detailed schemes have been sent to all miiniciiMUities in 
Bengali for consideration and, if they so (leHir(‘, modification. 

All district boards have been given the oi>i)ortunity of working out 
exiH'riinental schemes. 

(\)mjdete schemes have been sent to 2()0 union lK)ardH for consideia- 
tion and, if need 1 h\ modification. 

(^ijMCs in English and Bengidi of Mr. Biss’s Iteport hav(‘ been sent 
t<» all municipalities and distWt boards, and in Bengali to all union 
boards. 

(iv) Ninety municipalities; 20 district boards; and 140 union l>oards; 

(r) Ui» to date 17 municijailities ; 20 district lH>ards; 0 union boards; 
and 27 jnuichayeti unions. 

Others still have the master under consideration. 

(ri) An offer of assist 4 ince on a half-and-half basis has l)€>en made 
to aJl public bodies for this year only. In the meantime 30 schools 
have been juovided with suitable buildings and maintenance cost. The 
sanction of Oovernmeni has l>een accorded to 21 union Isiard schemes 
and 3 iwutial munici|ial s(‘heines. Fifteen union Iward and 8 municijKil 
schein(*s, 'jMjrtial or complete, are now under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. In (Vlcutta arrangements are lieing made for the foundation of 
large central primary schools, two of which are in process of erection 
through private generosity. See also (i) above. 

(rill Trovision has het*n made for Its. 2,77,000 in the Budget and 
the Supplementary Estimate for July. In view of the disinclination of 
many local Imdies to find their half-share of the expenditure and the 
pre.sent finum'ial difficulties of Government, it is proposed to revise this 
estimate so ns to leave enough money for those local bodies as are likely 
to accept the half-and-half offer within the year. No definite figure has, 
yet been arrive^! at. 
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Rates of stipends in Kanohrapara railway workshop. 

143. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: (,0 Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the DepartiiHMit of Public Works 
(Railway Branch) l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact that tlie 
monthly value of the stijiends for Anghvlndiau ap]>n*ntices in the 
Kanchrap^a railway workshop has been fixed by the Eastern Bengal 
Railway authorities at Rs. 40, rising to Rs. 90 in the sixth year of 
training, while Indian apprentices are given no more than Bs. 16, 
rising to Rs. 25? 

(/>) Is the Hon ble the Minister aware that this difTerential treat- 
ment has created a feeling of discontent amongst Indian students? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr, G. G. Dey): {n) The rates for stijHUids for dilT^ient classes 
and communities are sliown in the stattunent below. 

(6) No complaint has been received. 

Statement referred to in tlie reply to clavae [a) if unstar ) ed 
question No. 14S. 


Y<»r. j (^lotblDg. Pocket ino.iey. T»U1 


Int year 


2ad year 


3rd year 


4th year 


5tb year 


6th year 



IkH. 

lU. 

5 

' 30 

! 

.J 

^ .0 

1(1 

35 

10 

25 

J!) 

10 

15 

^0 

20 

f>0 

20 

3S 

2.'i 

55 

25 ! 

43 

30 

65 

SO 

SI 


Ftfiirai la Bomaa «r« tor EafopMn »od anfio^lodkio ftpprtoUoM. 
riininM in tuftc* um tor IndUui npprMtiewi. 
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Effect of non-co-operation movement on schools. 


144. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: {^) Will the 

ITo!i’1)I(3 .the Minint-er in charg'e of the Department of I^ducation be 
I»leased to Htate whether he is aware that a majority of the privately- 
inanas:ed hi^h schcMds in Bengal, siKrially in East Bengal, have come 
to the end of their resources and are very likely to collaiwe with the 
current session owing to a heavy fall in the numl^er of pupils due to 
the non-co-operation movement and conse([uent loss of income? 

(fj) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to render any 
pecuniary help to these schools t/> save them from colla]>se and help 
them on till l)etter times supeneneP 

(r) Will the TTon’hle the Minister be ]>leased to ‘-tate, school by 
school, what nmoiint of money has Ix^en spent till flctolxM’, 1922, for 
t]»e U|vkeep and maintenaiue of the high sclunds in Bengal managed 
by the Government, and what annuint of money was s)>ent in 1021? 

(r/) Will the TTon’hh* th(> Minister he j)leas(*d to state what was 
the amount s|»ent till October. 1022, towards grafit-in-aid to the Gov- 
ernmenl-aid(‘(l high sclunds of lh(‘ diffiuent districts in Bengal and 
what amount was s]H‘Tit in 1021 ? 

(r) Will the TTon’hle the Minister he ]>h‘ased to stat(‘ what was 
the amount spnt by the authorities of tin* GoviMumuMit-aided high 
schools of the different distruds of Tlengal till O(to])er. 1022, from 
local sources and wluB amount from such souric's was sj)ent in 1021 ? 

{/) Will tlu‘ TTon’hh^ th<‘ Minister Ix' ])h*ased to state what wa*^ the 
amount s|X'nt by the authorities of tlie privately-managed \inaided high 
sclusds of the different districts in Ihuigal till October, 1022, and what 
sum of money was s]>ent in 1 J21 ? 


The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: GO Government is aware that the 
financial |>osition of ('ertain ]>rivately-manag<Ml sclunds was seriously 
derjinged as a result of the non-c(Hoperation m()vement, hut there is no 
evidence to show that the general position is as had as is suggested. 

(h) Tt'is the intention of Government to help scluwls crippled bv 
the non -cooperation movement as far ns practicable. 

(r) A statement of ex]ienditure involved in the ufvkeep of Gov- 
ernment high schools in Bengal for 1020-21 and 1021-22 fup to the 
31st March, 10221, is laid on the table. Tt is not practicable to show 
figures up to the 31st October, 1022, at present. 

(fJ) A statement of grants-in-aid made to private high schools dur- 
ing 1021-22 is placed on the table. T>ater figures are not immediately ^ 
available. 

(f ) and (/) The information is not available. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (c) of unstarred question 
No. 144^ showing the ainourit spent for the up-keep of Government 


high schools in Bengal for 1020-21 

and 1U21-22 

{up to the 

31st March). 


Tot»l Aiiw>ndituro 
for 1US1-SS. 

Tot*l 

for lOW-Jl. 

Presidency Division — 

Hs. 

Rs. 

Earaset Government School 

15/, 70 

12,522 

Earrackpore Goveriim(*nt Ili^di Sclnsd 

15.(150 

12,991 

Taki Government ITifrh School 

10,8S7 

14,201 

Krishno^ar Uollegiate School 

21.037 

20,181 

Nawah Eahadui’s Instil ution 

35.300 

30.101 

Jessore Zilla School 

15.272 

. ' 12.131 

Khulna Zilla School 

19.183 

h;,747 

(^ilcntta Madrasah 

24.570 

23,308 

Hare ScIkk)! 

.. 31.897 

20.015 

Hindu School 

33.1f)2 

28,030 

Sanskrit Colle^i’iale School 

24.921 

22,225 

Eethurie Uollepiate School 

30.153 

25,230 

Eurdwan Division — 

Eirhhum Zilla Schoed 

17.527 

14,492 

Eankura Zilla S(‘hool 

18.235 

14,242 

iroo^»-hly Colle^jiah* School 

21,202 

20,540 

IToo^»’hly Eranch Scliool 

. . 18.473 

18.322 

T^ttarjnira (lovernment Scliool 

. 10,075 

1 1 .582 

Ilowrah Zilla ScIkkiI 

. 10,905 

15.750 

Dacca Division — > 

Dacca Uollepiate School 

35.427 

33,128 

Armanitola Government Hi^di School 

20,933 

20,053 

*Dacca Moslem Government TTijrh School 

19.7f>l 

17,434 

fhlen High School 

. 39,029 

30.070 

Mymensingh Zilla School 

20,140 

15,771 

Jamalpur High School 

.. 19,839 

17,584 

Eidyamayee Government High School 

. . 23,700 

19.991 

Faridpur Zilla School 

... 19.844 

16,785 

Barisal Zilla School 

22 725 

21 .292 

Jhalakati Government High School 

18,545 

15.975 

Pirojpur Government High School 

18.281 

15,943 

Bhola Government High School 

. . 28,558 

17.693 

Rajshahi Division — 

Rajshahi Collegiate School 

... 28,727 

20,749 

Dinajpar Zilla School 

24.231 

19,082 

2A A 
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Toiftl ezpeoditora ToUl •zpeoditara 
(or 1931-23. for lMO-31. 



Rb. 

Rs. 

Jalpaiguri Zilla School 

... 15,996 

14,107 

llangpiir Zilla School 

... 18,392 

14,865 

Bogra Zilla School 

... 18,692 

15,238 

Bahna Zilla School 

. . 23,435 

17,074 

Malda Zilla School 

... 17,626 

15,593 

Darjeeling High English School 

... 29,086 

24,658 

Chittiigong Division — 

Com ilia Zilla School 

... 22,875 

19,991 

Noakhali Zilla School 

... 16,559 

14,619 

(•hiitagong C^dlegiate School 

19,847 

18,677 

Chittagong Moslem High School 

.. 17,166 

12,932 

Di\ Khastgir’s Girls' High English School 

. 26,022 

21,102 

Kangamati High English School 

... 21,325 

16,053 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause 

(d) of unstarred 

Question 

No. 144, showing the grants-in-aul made by Government to 

High Schools. 

Nkiuo of dUtrict. 

mi-ii. 


('atcutUi 

Rs. 

72,510 


24-Barganas 

29,736 


Nadia « 

30,792 


Murshidabad 

16.656 


.1 essore 

12,000 


Khulna 

19,848 


Biirdv an 

29,856 


Birbhum 

10,992 


Bankiira 

... ID, 796 


^ Midnapore 

32,520 


Hooglily 

... 24,576 


Howrah 

15,204 


Diicca 

... 40,485 


Mymensingh 

30,595 


Farid pur 

20,768 


Bakivrganj 

... 11,541' 


Chittagong 

... 24,626 


Noakhnli 

... 19,386 


Tippera 

24,778 


Bajahalii 

2,603 
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Name of 4iitrlot. 





Ha, 

Binajpur 


9.21S 

Jalpaiguri 


a.329 

Itangpur 


... 12,716 

Bogra 


iTjrn 

Pabiia 


14,239 

Malda 


730 

Darjeeling 


8.455 


Total 

... 5,47,589 


Namasudra schools in GopalgaiiJ subdivision. 

145. Babu BHiSHMADEV DA8: {a) Will i\w Iloti'hlr tlu^ 
in (‘har^ri* of tlio Departiiu'iit of Kdiication he ]>leuMe<l to Htalo 
whether the stipends for the students of the haekward classes have 
l»H*n disti iluited ? 

(If) Will tin* ffiui’lde the Ministei 1m* pleased alst» to slate the 
ste])s, if any, that are lM*in^ tak(‘n to iinpro\e the condition of the 
Namasudra sclnuds in the (lopalpanj suhdivision of the distric I of 
Farid pur? 

TheHon’bleMr. P. C. MITTER: (o) No 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 


Buildings for Copalganj munsifl. 

146. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: Will the Tfon'lde the 

MemWr in charge of the Judicial I)ef»artinent Ik* pleased to state whetlier 
the estimates of the projwsed buildings for the (io]wlganj munsifi have 
l)een prefmred and submitted to Government ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the MemlM*r W pleawsl t(» state the reason 
for the delay in commenring the work? 

MEMBER in otiargi of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlii HofPblo 
Sir Abdmr.RtItim): (a) The detailed estimates have not yet been pre- 
pared and received by Government. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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Appeal from decisions of union benches and courts in Dacca. 


147, Rai PYARI LAL D088 Bahadur; Will the Hon ble the 

M<*iijh(‘r in rhaif^»’e of tlit^ Judicial Dcpartineut l)e pleased to stale — 
(/) tlu* nuiriijer of inotifujs in tlie district of Dacca that have been 
])iefiMied ag-ainsl the decisions of the union lienches and 
crnirls isdorc Subdi visional Magistrates, the District Magis- 
trate and the District Judge; 

(il) how many of them have been summarily rejected; and 

(rii) in how many of them records have been called for final deci- 
sion ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) Twenty-four (Subdi visional 
Magistrates 13 and District Judges 11). 

(?/) Five (Subdi visional Magistrates) . 

(///) Twenty-one (Subdi visional MagistA’ates 10, and Distric-it 
Judges 11). 


Radiological Institute in Calcutta. 

148. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; (u) Will the lion ble the 
Minister in cliarge of tbe Dejiaitinent- of Local Sclf-(iov(Tnment be 
jileased to state wlietber an\ steps hav(‘ Ihmmi taken to make necessary 
]>rovision foi tbe ('stablisbment of a lladiological Institution in (’al- 
('utta as HU'oninnunbMl by Dr. llassan Sulirawardv? 

ih) Will tbe Ilon’ble tbe Minister Is* jibsised to stat<‘ tlu* a]>proxi- 
mate cost of est!ibli.sbim‘(M of .such an institution? 

8ECRETARY to COV|RNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
8ELF-COVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): ( a) The matter is still 
und(‘r tbe consubMalion of (iovernment. In March, 1922, it was 
d«’cid(‘d that Dr. Kedar Nath Das ajid Lieutenant-t'olonel M(‘('ay, 
I.M.S., who weK* ])nK*(‘eding to England should l)e asked to make fur- 
ther inquirii's regarding the lines on which such an institute should be 
created. Dr. Das’s re|H>rt has since been nn-eived but a rej)ort from 
Lieutenant-H\donel Mctaiy is awaittMl. In view', how’ever, of the 
present tinam ial strigency it is not jK>ssible to procee<l at present with 
this scheme. 

(/>) The following alternative estimates have been prei>ared : — 

(0 Establiihment of a separate Radium Institute. 

Jmtial cost — 

(1^ Building and HttingvS — Bs. 1,50,000; (2) Radium — Bs. 1,92,000; 
(3) Accessories and appliances — Rs. 10,000. Total 

Bs. 3,52,000. 
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Recurring cost — 

(4) Annual^ recurring cost; Staff. Director, Physicist, Sister 

and Nurses, etc.; and (5t .\ntnial up-keeps and renewals 

Rs. 50,000. 

(ti) Cost of exteniiing X*Ray Annexe of the Medical College so as to 
form a Radio-Therapeutic Department of the College. 

Initial cost — 

(li Building and filtings-Rs. .'10,000; CJ) Radiuni -Its. I.Ot.OtM); 
(ii) Apiiaratiis for deej. therapv— Rs. 25,000. Total 
Rs. 1,50,000. 

Rvcurnncf cnsi — 

{4) Staff, etc.— IN. rj.tlOO; {o) !^|>.kt*t‘j^— |{s. ‘n.lKMI. Total 

Ks. 17,000. 

{in) Tlip Sin^r,.,,n.(t(‘ii(‘ial has (*stiinal<Ml that about t‘7,000 to 
>£tS,000 would I’ou^'hh ht‘ nujuiMMl as capital t*xjHUidituic for jiurchasiuj^ 
radiuiii aiul hou.sui^ it. 


Employment of Muhammadans in Government servioe. 

149. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; (a) Will the lloii’hle tho 
Meinh(‘i ill chai^re of the A jipoiiitineiit Dejmrtinent Ik* ph*iwed to lay on 
the tahh* copies of the vanous ciiculais i.ssue<l h\ the (tov<*rninent from 
tune to time since l!U).) le^^aidnif,^ the emploxment of Muhammadans in 
tlie various hi am lies of the Public Service? 

(h) Will tilt* Iloirhle the Memln^r he pleased to HtaU* the total 
number of vacancies that oicuired in tlie upper and lower divisioriH in 
the Secretariat and vaiious other offices at the Presidency under the 
(}overnment of Ilen^^-al during; the jM*riod from the 1st January, 1021, 
to the 31st May, 1022? 

(c) IIow many of these vacancies w»*re ^M\en to tin* Muhamriiadans ? 

(d) How many ai»jH»intments durin^^ the js*riofl January, 1021, to 
May, 1922, were made* — 

(?) on the recommendation or nomination of the LhrtH* Iloii’ble 
Ministers, respectively; and 

(u) by the Hon’ble the Ministers themselves, resfMjctively ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the MemlH*r be pleaseil to lay on the table a 
statement showinj^ — 

(t) the nature of these ap|K)intments in each case; and 

(ti) the number of them that were given to Muhammadans? 
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MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hcn^ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Copies of Government orders on the 
Hubjeet tire laid on the Library table — 

(1) EaHlern Bengal and Assam Government Resolution No. 1T69 C., 
datt'd Ibtli February, 1907; (2) liett)e»r No. 3386A., dated the 20th 
April, 1914, to all Commissioners of Divisions; and (3) Circular letter 
No. 5159-03A., dated the 30th September, 1918. 

(h) to ((') A statement is laid on the Library table. Information 
has been furnished for the last official year (i.e., from Ist April, 1921, 
to 31st March, 1922), for which returns have been received by 
Government. 


Raised platforms at stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

150. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in cbaige of the Department of Public Works (Railwdy 
Rrancli) be [deused to lay on the table a statement showing the names 
of the stations on the Eastern Bengal and 8ara-Sirajganj Railway lines, 
which are not jnovided with raised platforms? 

(h) Are tlie (iovernment considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the authorities of the Railways concerned to this matter? 

Mr. G. C. DEY: {a) A statement loi the Eastern Bengal Railway is 
laid on the table. 

For Sara-Sirujganj Railway no station, except Sirajganj, are 
provided with raised platforms. 

(h) The attention of the^Railwuy authorities will be drawn to the 
subject-matter of the question. 

Statfwrrit referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
.Vo. 160^ showing the names of stations which are not provided 
with raised platforms on the Eastern Bengal Railway, 

Canning Branch — 

Kaliknimr; Piali ; Taldi. 

Poradah-Siliguri Branch — 

Goalbathan; Rameswarpur; Raghurampur; Brikutsa; Tilakpur; 

Belaichandi; Nilphamari; Mandalghat. 

Dum Dura-Khulna Branch — 

Jhikargachha Ghat. 

Rannghnt-Murshidabad Branch — 

Bahadurpux; Paglachandi; Subarnamirgi. 
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Katihar-Oodagari Branch — 

Godagari; Rohanpur; Eklakhi; Shamshi; Bhaluka Road; Ilarish 
Chandrapur. 

Poradah-Goalundo Branch — 

Charaikole; Kalukhali; Bas4iutapur; Dadsi ; SaWk-Gooilundo; 
Faridpur. 

Santahar-Bouerpara-Kaunia Branch — 

Adamdighi; Nasaratpur; Ttilora; Gahtali; Sonatola; Mohiiuagunj; 
Bharatkhali; Kamarjiara; Bamaiidanga; Chowdhurnni. 

Rarhatipur-Kaunia Branch — 

Bhutsara. 

Teesta-Dhiihri Branch — 

Mogalhat. 

Gitaldali-Cooch Bchar Branch — 

Bhetaguri; Ihincswar; Danuinpur; Raja))haikliawa ; Buxa ]{oad. 

Rajal)hatkluiwa-l)alsingj>ara Branch — 

Ilaniiltongunj. 

Dacai Section liranch — 

('hashara; Falulla; Dolaiganj ; Tcjguoii ; Kurinitolu; 
Rajendrajnir; Sripui ; Sutkliainair ; Mfjshaklodi ; Dhala; Scn- 
hari; Sutiakhali; Baigan}>uri; Bidyagaiij ; I’lyaqair; Narundi; 
Nandina; Kendiia-Kalihan ; Sarisuliiiri. 


Recruitment to oerUin services from candidates of backward 
classes of Pabna district. 

151. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Bon hie the Mom- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department In? i)leu.He<l to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the la-^t ten years — 

ii) the number of candidates from the depreswKl classes cA the 
Pabna district for — 

(rt) the Bengal Civil Service (Executive and Judicial), 
(h) the Subordinate Civil Service, 

(c) the Provincial and Siiliordinate Excise and Police 
Serv'ices, respectively ; and 
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(ii) the number of these candidates who were appointed in each 
of these services? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: o) (n) to (c) and (it) The 
information is not readily available, and (ioverninent consider that the 
labour involved in its collection is incommensurate with its value. 


Sara-Sirajganj Railway and North Bengal flood. 

152. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charf^e of the Ib^partment of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) Ir* pleased to state whether he is awaie — 

(i) that since the c.onstruction of the Surji-Sirajj^anj Railway line 
floods are occurring? in North Bcii^mI ; 

(ti) that there are no sufficient culverts or outlets for water in the 
said railway line? 

(h) If tlie answer to {a) (n) is in tht‘ aflirinative, are the Govern- 
nuMit considering th<^ de.'iirahilit \ of drawinj; the attention of the rail* 
way authorities to this matter? 

(c) Will the llon’lile the Ministiu Ix' jileast'd to state the number 
of culverts and watiMways in the said line and their av(*ra^^^ width? 

(d) Will tlie Hon’ble the Ministei be ]»leas(Ml to stat(‘ whether he 
is aware that the only natural watercourse*, in the aiea from Rohampur 
(Malda) in the east and Rahalu (,Bo^ra) in tlu* west. Parbatipiir in the 
north and Ishurdi in the siTtith has lM‘«‘n stopj>ed by tlu* construction 
of the Sara-Sirajji:anj Railway? 

(r) If so, what steps, if any, are ilu* (H>verninent taking in this 
matter? 

Mr. C, C. DEY: (a) (i) No. 

(ii) The matter is l>eing investigated by a s|XM'ial officer appointed 
by the Railway Board and a Commit tt'e ai>iK>intetl by the Government 
of Bengal and no opinion can now Ix' given. 

(b) The report of the Committee will lie awaited liefore taking any 
action in the matter. 

(c) The numlier of culverts and bridges is 53 with a waterway of 

3,678 lineal feet. The width varies from 2 feet to 672 feet. ^ 

(d) Government have no information to this effect. 

(e) The question does not arise. 
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153. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hoirble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Oovernment be 
pleased to slate what is the number of i ircle oilicers in the llengal Ibesi- 
dency? How many are Hindus and how man\ Muhammadans)^ 

(b) What are the districts in whuh unum boanls have Imkui esta- 
blished and what is the mimln'r of ciicle oHic«us, iiindus and Muham- 
madans, in each subdivision ? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: [n) Tin ‘le an* altogether 97 (iicle officers in 
Bengal of whom 69 are Hindus, 27 Muhammadans and one Ohristiaii. 
{h) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the rephi to cl^ime (h) of unstarred 
que^stion No. h^S, 


M MIIKH OV ' rtlCl K OKrirKHS I’HllItU 
THK Vll.I.A'lK SKI ^ .UUVKhdt- 


Naitw of di.trtrU in wtiioli 
union iKiurdn Imvo (mh'u 

N.iir of «ub<llTlKtoji«. 

MK'At Al't 

ihiiiliM. Mniianinmd 

1 

2 

J 1 < 

( 





Biiniwati 

Satlar 

2 ] 


Ktiinu 

1 


Katwft 

1 


Anant-ol 

... 

Birbliuin 

1 Sadar ... ... ! 

I 

1 


Rarnpurhut ... ... : 

2 : 

Ilooghly 

Sadar 

I ! I 


Seranjfwre 



Aramba^h 

2 i 

1 

Howrali 

Sadar 

1 


Uiuben'a ... j 

2 j ... 
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I 

NUMBRII of CIRCLB OFFiCKHS UHDBR 


Mkinaof (lUtrlcUiri wliiob 
iiniuii boards barn been 

MtAblUbed. 

Name of •ubtliTlsiona. 


THB ViLLAOB gBLF*OvirBItN* 

NEXT ACT. 

1 " 

Ffirtdiu. 1 Muhamroadant. 

1 


s 


8 


4 

Nadia 

8adar 



1 


... 


Kanaghat 

... 


1 


... 


Cbuadanga 

... 


1 


... 


Kudhtia 



1 

1 

1 


Meliorpur 



1 

1 

1 . ... 

1 

Kliulna 

Sadar 

... 


1 

1 • 


Bagi*rliat 

... 


1 



Satkliira 

... 


1 

... 

MurHliidubad 

iSndiir 




1 


Lalliagli 

... 


... 

1 


Knndi 

... 



1 


Jaiigi{Mir 





Hogra 

Siular 



1 


1 


« 




1 

i 

Kajahahi 

Sadar 

... 


1 

i 


... 

Dacca 

Sadur North 

... 


> 


1 


Sadar South 

... 


1 

1 




Naraiiigauj 

... 


1 


1 


Mutiahiganj 

... 


1 


1 


* Manikganj 

1 

... 


2 

j 

Faridpiir •>. 

Sadar 

... 


1 


... 


Madaripur 

... 


2 


... 


Goalundo 

... 


1 


... 

( 

Gopaiganj 

... 


1 


... 
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Nt'MBcn or ciNCi.i orricBna rnoKB 
TUB VlLt.itSB HBl.r OOTBBN. 


Name of diairioU in which 
anion board* bare been 

Name of aubdiridoiM. 


MKNT 

AtT. 

aatabUahed. 



niudiu. 

Muhaattiiadan^ 

1 

. 


’ 

4 

Bakargaiij'^ 




2 

1 

MyinensiDgh 

Sttdar North 


. 



Sndar South 


1 



Jainalpnr 


1 

• 


Tiirigiiil 



I 


Ni'trokotia 


1 



KiKhurefjanj 

1 


1 

... 

Tippera ... | 

! 

Sadar 


3 

2 

i 

Hraliinaiihuriu 


1 

2 

i 

i 

Chntidpur 



2 

1 

Noakliali ... ' 

t 

! 

Keiii 



2 

Total 



49 

22 


• UnioD boKrd^ WiiTr c.oi y**t Iwrn mUhlUliH In Hakarifan; hut ).1 Circle OtRrmti Jut** i,rt.n a|)pnlQl#>(l U> do 
prellminkry work. Th« MUbliahociit of uuiou bg«r<U in Baukuni and Mur»hldki»ad Ua«« hf^tt wiurtioMd. I>ul 
th« boBrdf h»T« not yet b«<n forwd. 


Biss Scheme of Primary Education. 

154. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MiTRA Bahadur: (a) VV I’ 

the Hon’ble the Minister in (harge of the Department of Eduration be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showiiifr — 

(i) the present proprress of Mr. Biss’s Primary Ediirution iSrherne; 
(it) the number of union b<>ar(lH that have adojited the same; 

(fit ) the number of schools so fai oiM^nt^d; and 

(iv) the amount that has been contributed by Government for each 
of the schools opened or shortly to be opened? 


♦OS QUESTIONS. ^ . [2»rH Nov. 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Mininter be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the total amount yearly 8|)ent for primary, secondary and uni- 
' versity education, including technical and legal, in Bengal; 
and 

(n) the percentages under these different heads? 

(c) Will the IIoTj’ble the Minisl^ in cliarge lie pleased to state the 
I)erc5entage of expenditure, for primary and higher education in the 
Bombay Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, c. MITTERs {n) (i) to (;r) The member’s 
attenlion is directed to the rejdy to an unstiirred question No. 142 on 
the subject put at this meeting by Babu Jatimlra Nath Ba^u, 

(b) (?), (ii) and (c) The member wijl find the information in 
the relevant official publications. 


Inoome and expandit ure of district boards. 

155. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Will the 
ITon’ble tlu* Minister in cliarge of the Departimuit of Local Self-dovern- 
ment Ih» jdeasiul to lay on the table a statement showing — 

{(j) tlie income of every district board in Bengal for the last three 
years ; 

(h) the ])ercentage of ex|H‘nditure in each of these three years 
under the heads, r(‘s|H*ctivelv , of — 

(i) establishments and travidling, 

(ii) construct icrti and repair of roads, 

(ill) ])rovision for drinking water in runil areas; and 
(iv) ju’imary and technical education? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: and (M A statiunent is laid on the Library 

table. 


Provident fund for teechers in Covemment schools. 

156. Babu BROilENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) Will 
the TIon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state bow the scheme, if any, for a provident fund for 
teachers has workinl in schools under Government cx>ntrol? 

(h) Has the Hon’ble the Minister’s attention been drawn to a ^ 
scheme for a provident fund for teachers in European schools in India 
as proposed by the Ilonorarv Secretary of the Association of Head 
Master of European Schools in India? 
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Tilt HOfl’ble Mfi P. C. MITTER: (d) There is no scheme for the 
institution of a provident fund for teaoheis in Government schools. 
They are all in pensionable service. 

(h) No. Inquiries are being made. 


Economy in expenditure. 

157. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the TTon’ble 
the Member in (‘barge of the Department of Finance be pleased to stale 
whether the attention of all de]>artmental h(*ads lias already b(>en dniwn 
to the necessity of jirai’tising tlie utmost <‘conomy in expiMiditure by 
avoiding all noii-es.sential charges inclndiiig travidling by oflicers, and 
restricting leave, in order to rediu'e th«‘ <>urn*nt and next yc'tu's’ total 
charges and for improving the closing halanccs? 

(h) If so. uill the Hoirble tln‘ MenilM‘r be pleas(‘d to lav a eojiy of 
any such eireiilar on the tnbh‘? 

(r) If not, will the TTon'ble tln‘ AbmilH*? lx* pleaM<‘d to state wln‘tb(*r 
(Tovernnient cont(‘m{dat(‘ issuing some sueh instructions in the near 
future? 

(d) Will the Tfon'ble tin* M(‘nib('r lx* pleased to state tli(' t(»lal sum 
alreadv spioit during the year (from April to Dc'cember, lOLMU in 
fravidling and hill allowances of high <)fli< laK, minist(‘riul ofFu'ers, 
menials, etc., and (‘xtia juirccd and postage* and stationery for l)ar- 
je(*]ing exfxius, as well as for trav(dling and other (hai g<*s paid for 
variims conf(‘rences lield in Daijcx'ling during that jx’riexl? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon»blo 

Mr. J. Donald): /(/) Instruct i(ms were issued ]>v the Ilengal Goveni' 
meiit in Octolier, 1021, that rigid economv must lx* ex(‘rcis<‘d in all 
depart men tfl. 

(h) The circular was of a confide'iitial nature and cannot Ix* laid 
on the table, 

(c) The question does not nri.se 

(d) The total was a]>proximat(dv TIs 04.000 of t\hi<b TIs. 00,500 
was for the Secretariat. TIs. 10,000 for Deads of iVpnrtments, and 
Rs. 3,500 for conferences. This does ncit include travelling and other 
allowanee.s of His Excellency’s staff. 


Engineering staff of district boards. 

158, Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: (n) Will the 
JTon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of T/oral RelUOovern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the income of the 
district boards has been nearlv doubled by the transfer of the Public 
Works Cess to the district fund? 
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(h) Has the work of the Engineering Department of the district 
boards l)een increased of late on account of increased engineering work 
re(iiiired by the activities of the education, medical and sanitary depart- 
ments ? 

(c) Is it true that the scale of pay of the engineering staff as fixed 
in the Government Notification No. Tj.S.-G., dated the 20th 

December, 1001, has not yet been revised in consideration of the 
increased cost of living? 

(fJ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Government of 
Bihar and ()rissa have granted a comp<m8ator\' allowance and also a 
temporarily revised scale of ])ay to the engineering staff of the district 
boards pending the consideration of further revision after the transfer 
of the Public Works^Deimrtment works to the district l)oard according 
to the Government of India Kesolution No. 139 E.A. of 11th March, 
1922? 

(r) Will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons why the salaries of Distnct Health Officers have 
l>een increased ; and 

(77) the reasons for differentiation ])etween their case and the case 
of the engineering officers? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: tVil The (‘CSS recei]>ts of district boards, and not 
their total income, have been neaily doubled by the surrender of the 
Public Works Cess. 

(h) Eighteen out of 25 district Ixmids report that there has been 
an appreciable increase in the work of their engineering de]>artments 
owing tf) th(* reasons referred to. 

(r) The reply is in the affirmative. The Ministry (d Local Self- 
Gov(M*ninent having found that it had no authority to fix s(‘ales of |>ay 
for District Engineers, tlu* old rule made by the Government fixing their 
]>av was cancelled aTuF the matter left entirely to the discretion of dis- 
trict l>oards. The latter have since l)een asked to consider the matter 
carefully, and, if they so desire, to suggest scab's to Government which, 
will subsequently make pro]H>sal.s to them for their approval. A copy of 
circular No. 51 — 55 T. Ti.S,-G., dated the fith Mav, 1922, issued by 
Government on the subject, is laid on the Tiibrary table. 

(d) Government have no information. 

(r) (i) and (ii) Government offered to contribute half the District 
Health Officer’s |>ny to those districts Iwards which might adopt the 
Government model rules and employ Health Officers on pay of Ha. 300 — ^ 
20 — 500 (Government Circular No. 25 — 29T.San,, datad the 9th June, 
1920). No such inducement is offered in the case of the engineering 
•tail. 
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ise. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'Me the 

Member in choige of the Bejmrtmeiit of Itevenue (Land ILiVonue) be 
jdeased to state when the orders apiHirtumin^ the cost of the settlement 
oj)erations in the Pabua-Bogra Settlement distnet were published in the 
Calcutta (lazcttc for general intoiination h 

{h) If the ord<*is have not yet been jmblish(‘d. when «lo the (iovern- 
ment propose to puldish them ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member Ih‘ ]deased t<» stat»‘ whether any 
opportunities of discuHsinfj*, or objecting t(». the ordms of appiMtionment 
have been or will lie p-iveii to the landlords ami tenants'*^ 

(</) If so, what op|Kiitujiities have been or will U' ^iven ’r 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAilADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) A])poi t lonment oideis have not yet been piiblisluHl 
in the (lazette 
(/>) Early in 

(r) and {d) Theie is no juovision in the law' foi the ))iiblira1ion of 
diaft orders of ap|>oi tionment of cost.s under section IM of tin* Heni^al 
Teminev Act, but an\ om* inteicNfed is at liberty to intcrvi(‘\i (lie 
Settl(‘inent Oflicei imd to discuss tin' subject witli him. In accmdain’O 
with the usual piactici', oideis of apjMut lonmeiit W'ill be publislual m the 
(fazette foi" ‘general infaimation. 


Brothels in Calouttn. 

160. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hon bh the 

Member in chaise of the Uolici* Deimrtment be pleased to lay on the 
table a .statement accor<linf^ to the census of showin^^ waul by 

war<l, in the ('alcutta Municipality — 

(/) the number of jiublic jirostitutes ; 

(ij) the number of ^nrls in brolhelM In'tween the a^ire.s of h and 10, 
and 10 and lo year.s, re.sjK'ctively ; and 
(ill) tile i>ercenta^a* of public prostituteH to the female jKipulation 
of Calcutta P 

(6) Are the Government aware that the j^irls who are under age 
in the brothels are being brought up to the same profession P 

(c) What steps, if any, are the Government taking in the matter P 

^ MEMBER in ohargn of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephen s on) : (a) it) The number according U» the census 
of 1921 is 8,877 for Calcutta city. The census tables do not give the 
figiires ward by ward. 


27 
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(it) Figures are not available 
(in) 8-1 per cent. 

(h) The existence of this evil is known. 

(c) Prosecutions under the Indian Penal Code are undertaken when 
possible and picWision has been made in sections 30 and 41 of the 
Bengal (’hildren’s Act, 1022, to deal sjjecially with such cases. Minor 
girls are sent, when possible, to a Ilorae or Refuge. 


8ara-8iraJganJ Railmy and North Bengal flood. 

161. Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: (n) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in cliarge of the I)e]>artment of Public Works (Railway Branch) 
pleased to state the extent of the Railw'ay line between Sara and 
Sirajganj and the number of culverts in this length? 

(h) Are the (iovernment (‘onsidering the desirability of asking the 
Railway aduiinistiation concerned to inciease the number of culverts 
to ensute belter diainage of the locality thiough which the line passes? 

(r) Is the Hou’ble the Minister aware that it is alleged that one 
of the chief caus(‘s of the floo<l in North Bengal is due to “ banking 
up ” of w'atei by Railway embankments of the Saia-Sirajganj and 
Santahai-Siliguii lines? 

Mr. C. G.'DEY: (n) The extent of the Sara-Sirajganj Railway from 
Ishurdi d unction to Siiajganj ghat is 53*12 miles. The numln^r of 
bridges and culverts on this length is 53 with a waterway of 3,G78 lineal 
feet. 

(h) The T^ocal Government can only jioint out to the Government of 
India the necessity ioi pioviding turtber wateiways, but cannot enforce 
their provision. 3'he ('nmaiittee to be a]>pointed by the Government 
of Bengal will leport on this cjuestion, and the Government can act 
only after the issue of their repoit. 

{(') Vi(Jr the latter part of the repK to (h). The report of the 
Committee will be awaited. 


OFFICIAL BU8INE88. 

Covemmofit Bill. 

The Coondas BiN, 1922. 

Th6 Hon’blo Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80NS I move that the Goondaa 
Bill, 1922, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. L. Birley, 
Sir Reginald Clarke, Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan, Mr. S. R. Das, Mr. D. 
J. Cohen, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Mr. Rasaur Rahman Khan, 
Mr. S. Mahboob Aley, Dr. Hassan Suhmwardy, Mr. R. H. L. Langford 



’PHE OOONDAS BILL. 


407 


1922 .] 


James, Raja Reshee Case liaw, Mr. Tarit Bhusnn Roy and myaolf, with 
instructions to submit our report in time for its oousideration at 
the January meetings of the Council. 

I have already explained the nature of the Bill. So I do not pro- 
pose to take up the time of the Council in making any further lemurks 
at this stage. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move, by way of amendment, 
that the (ioondas Bill, 1922, be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon. 

When 1 sent notice of this amendment, I found on a reference to 
the paper circulated by the liCgislative Department that tl»is Bill had 
only been ciri ulated to a few associations of Calcutta. I thought. Sir, 
that it would he luojier to circulate the Bill to all the Presulcricy Magis- 
trates and other Magistrates of Calcutta, a.s well as to the' Bawyt*rs 
Association of the (\ilcutta I’olice t'ourts, tlie Caliutta High Couit 
Bar Library, the Vakils’ As.siM-iation of Cahaittu and tlu' Attoiio'x’s 
Association, because 1 thought that these partit‘s would he able 
to give us very valuable opinion on the Bill I have since learnt 
that mv suggestion, a.s regaids some of the f>aiti(‘s, has beiut ac<ept(‘d 
by the TIon'ble the Member, and tln» Bill has been circulated to 
the Ibesidency Magistrates. If the Hon’ble the Member will be pleased 
to circulate the Bill to the otluo paities mentioned by Tn(\ as well, T 
shall have no liesitation in \\itbdrawing the amendment. 

T/ot me now jnoeeial to speak on tlie principb*s of tb«‘ Bill It is 
ratlier difTieiilt for a mufa.s.sal member to ^s}s*ak antboritai ivelv o-n 
a matter w’hieb priinaiilv eomcrns tb<* citizens of Calcutta 1 have 
tbeiefore decided to be guided bv tbos(» Culeutta ineinbers, w1h> belong 
to our group. This miieb, however, is [X'rfeetiv certain, that, the 
goonda menace is a ical one and tbi*' iinicb is also certain that in spite 
of a special Goonda Dcpartinetit. the Calcutta Ibilice hav(‘ rnisfuablv 
failed in dealing with tb(‘ situati<ui. Whether tb<‘ failun* has been due 
to lack of sufficient power.s or to the lack of (‘ffieienev nf the ])olire is 
■Ti matter which should be seiiousU Inoked intr). Ext?anrdinar\ situa- 
tions niav demand extraoidinarv nunisiires, but we must be peifectlv 
certain that the agenev is quite fit to exercise* these larg<* |H»we!s, 
before we can safely invest them with such |K)W’ers. This foumil, 
as the custodian of the right.s and lilK'Hies of the ]>eople, has a vctv 
heavy responsibility in this matter Thi** resjM)nsibi]it v ha*^ been 
increased a hundredfold bv the attitude taken up bv the Hon ble 
Mr. Stephenson, who has clearly said that Government will la* rpiite 
content to accept the decision of the Council. The primary dutv of 
the T/egislature, as T rend it, is not to rush into such thoughtless legis- 
lation as mav degenerate into a transgression of the individual rights 
*and liberties of the people. 

The Calcutta Police have been freelv using the ver^’ wide sections 
109 and 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and on the admission of 
the Police Commissioner himself, these powers have been used with 

27 a 



408 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


[28th Nov. 


some sort of success. Sectiou 109 may not be so wide, as pointed out 
by the Hon’ble the Member, but section 110 provides that anyone who 
** hubitiiully commits mischief oi any one who is so desperate and , 
dangerous as to render his being at large without security haeardous 
to the community may be oidered to execute a bond with sureties for 
good bclisivioiiF'.” bese powers seem wide enough, if pro|)erly and 
(»ffici(*ntly applied. Even the l\)lice Coiiimissioiier admits that th(*se 
powers aie somcwliat (‘IVccli\<‘. He says, in tlie Annual Report of the 
t^alcutta Polic(* Administration for 1919 — 

In SepUnnlK*r and October, aj>ecinl Hteps were taken in this area Barabaxar] 

to arroHt and send up under the had liveliliood sections, a number of the more 
prominent poondas, iiick-ixickets, and thieves, and this had for a time a good effect. 

May I ask, if it had effect for a time, why did not the good effect 
continue? Mi-. Kcays, the acting (Miief PicsideiK'v Magi^'trate, said 
th(‘ other diiv, “ in older to cope with thc^ goonda menace only siH‘cial 
legislation to cnahU* the magistiacy to di'port tlu'se luftians and their 
em[>loy<‘rs sliould suffici*.” Hiu-i* is a responsihh* magistiate lecom- 
mciiding (lint the power sliould he given to th(‘ miigistiacy hut it seems 
strange that there is no ]M»W(*r gi^en to the mugistracy in this Bill; 
the wh()l(‘ p()W(‘r is given to the jiolice. t)l course, theie is mention 
of a i(‘fci(Mict‘ t(» Govenmimit, hut wi‘ all know what th(‘se references 
g(‘iieiully menu. Tin* constable lepoits to tin* Suh-Tiisjiei'tor, the Sub- 
Tnsjiector to the Inspector, h(* in turn to his sii])(>rior officer and so on, 
ill this (oidhvss chnin, till it is sanctified by the sanction of the Govern- 
ment. When this is the way in which things are generally done, is it 
any wonder that pi'oph' fight shv of giving cxtraoidinarv ]H)wer.s to the 
j)(dic(*? Sii, it may he known to many immihers of this Council that 
only recently in (he cas(‘ of one datindra Nath Dhari, IVesidenoy Magis- 
trate, Mr. d. N, Sarkar, said^ — 

Tho condiK't of the constnhh'8 was disgraceful, and the conduct of the officer in 
charge was still more ho. 

Dr. A, 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, is the memher in order in referring 
to that cas(‘? 

Mr. RRE8IDENT: (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton); Aes, he is 
qiiiti* in order, as he is illustrating the dangers of too much .power 
being given to the jHilice. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Then, again, in the same court, 
tho Magistrate referring to a ra.se, where a constable was the complain- 
ant, said — 

The ('omplninant is thus giiilty not only of telling deliberate falsehoods, bnt 
of fabricating evidence. 

These are not solitary instances. During the memorable days of the 
last winter when we heard so much of the hartals and of the non-co- 
operation movement, the activities of the Calcutta Police were such — 
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(I was not goinp to say, it was “ disgraceful,’' but 1 think I should 
say it)— that it brought foilh an indignant protest from this Council, 
r seriously ask this Coumil, aie you going to invest this ix)lit‘e with 
extraordinary jiowers, without taking pioinpt steps to improve their 
offieienev and without keeping sutticient saf<‘gnaids? The safeguards 
projKXsed in tliis Bill aie useles*. — nay. they aie worse than useless. 
We must have a eoujde of stuiioi oi High Court .1ndg<‘s to l(*ok into 
each individual <‘ase and we eaiinot dejHMid on the jsilice re|mrt.M backed 
up hy (irovernnient as the\ uvnall\ aie. AVe must also set* (hat this is 
not made a means of stifling the political opp<HH*nts t>f tjie (lovernnnmt. 

Then. Sir, the definition of “ (ioondas ” ha*< been left ptn uliarlv 
vague. The deflnition inerelv savs that it im holes a hooligan or other 
rough — this is not at all clear. 1 am afiaid it may h'ad to a great deal 
of hardship and ojipiession n[>oii the jK‘ojde. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would \on please s]H‘ak onlv «>ii tlte gem‘ral 
principles of the Ihllr' Yon ha<l better not go into the details now, 

Babu INDU BRUSH AN DUTTA: I should like to say a word about, 
tile distinction creatiMl between the Bengali and foieign gooiidas The 
dinstiiict ion is not ven clear, heeaiisi* the (inestioiis of domicile and 
iiirth will ((*itainl\ arise ami cieale great diflieiilties in the jiraetical 
working of the Act 

Sir, if the f’ahutta inenihers leel that a special h‘gislation is neces- 
sary to metd with tins giav(* situation. 1 ha\(‘ no (|iiaiiid with (h(*ni. 

I shall he glad to suppHirt the Bill, Init, Sir, I eannot Is* a |>iirty to the 
suggestion that tin*. siH'cial legishitnni — this ext ia<U‘d nun'y jiiei’e otf 
autiKratie l(‘gi>Ia(ion—- should find a peimaiieiil [ilaee in (he Statute 
Book of the eoniitiN. The Cniinn.il I'lcaednie C<ide Is tin* most com- 
prehensihle in the woild. and il >ou want an\ mlditions to these I say, 
that these additions nni'*t lie teinpoiai\ If \o!i nnol h;t\e tins legis- 
lation, let it h<‘ in foiei* for one \«‘ai only. Let iis sei* flow it works. 
If it woiks well, if the police ran use its poweiv ]no]sily, then the Act 
can Ik* lenewcd for anotluM- \i*ar ami s(» «)n. If it does md work wcdl, 
it can he automat ieall> dio{»ped. A peniianent leoiwhition of tliis tyf>e 
will mean a permanent ^lin on (lie lepntation of (lie pi'ople and of the 
police. I therefore sugg-est that tin* Bill he a temporary omn 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: (Babu Surendra Nath Ray); I eon- 
gratulate the fJoverrimeiit on jneseiiting this Bill IxTore the House. 
It api>ears, however, that my friends, the mernhers of the Marwari 
community, have taken exc(*ption to some rcmaiks which we find in 
the Statement of Objects and Heasons of the Bill, hut 1 tliink the 
members of the Marwari eommiinitv protest too much. T fully agree 
with my friend, Mr. Indu Bhiishan Dntta, that the Bill should not be 
a permanent one; we ought to see how it works for a year or two, 
and then if we find any flaw in it, we may ask for its amendment. 
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Then there is the question whether the Bengali element among the 
gof)ndaB should also be dej)orted or not. Let us first try to deport the 
real goondas who have come and infested Bengal before we try to 
defKut the Bengali goondas; by Bengali goondas 1 mean goondas, both 
Hindu and Muhammadan, who have been in Bengal or in Calcutta 
for generations and who have taken to hooliganism. That there are 
such hooligans in Calcutta there is no doubt ; but first let us get rid 
of (he foreign goondas and (hen there will be time enough to get rid 
of (he Bengali goondas. 

My friend, Mr. Butta, has said that in this Bill we are leaving every- 
thing in the hands of the police. I think, Sir, the members of the 
(\)uncil remember that when nine gentlemen of Bengal were deported 
from Bengal some year.s ago — I think about 10 or 11 years ago — there 
was a hue and cry not only in Bengal but also in the British House of 
Commons. It was then said that these people had been depoited and 
W)me of them interned without a trial. The power which the present 
Bill gives may be used as a safeguard, to some extent, against the 
hooliganism of some of these goondas. It says “the local Government 
who, after such further inquiry as they deem necessary, and after giv- 
ing such person an opj>ortunity of showing cause why an order under 
this sub-section should not be made, may pass oiders uiK)n the person 
to leave the Presidency of Bengal,’' but under the Regulation of 1818 
there was no such safeguard. The accused |H^rsr>ns w’ere never allowed 
to submit their ca.se before Government. That lis my idea of the 
Regulation so far ns 1 remember. There are no doubt some safeguards 
in the presimt Bill, but T think it would satisfy all parties if the whole 
mattiT w'(‘re ]daced before a judge of the High Court or an <*xperi(*nced 
judicial officer. Of course, so long as a man like the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, a trained lawyer is in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment, peo])le are safi' — or a. man like the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, who was 
at one time in charge of about 1,000 interntH's and who cautiously and 
gradually released a large nuralw'r of them. 1 had to go to him on 
some (X’casions on behalf of these people, so I know how he managed 
these things. T vn>uld reiKud that if there be a clause in the Bill 
giving tin* accustnl i^erson a right to present his cu.se In'fore an exi)erienced 
judicial (ifl^cer, it will satisfy a very large number of the members of 
this (\)uncil. 

With these remarks, I give my support to the Bill. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: The Goondas Bill will be aoolaimed, 

I bo|)e, by every loyal and law-abiding citixen as a supremely bene- 
volent measun*, whi6b, if judiciou.sly administered, will afford immunity 
from the ceaseless daring depredations of the Calcutta goonda, who 
has made the life of the inoffensive citixens a veritable hell. I submit, a 
a man hailing from outside Calcutta and its suburbs and not an inhabi- 
tant of the city and its suburbs may also be protected as well, and the 
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harbourers of goondas on any pretext, who particiixjte in their gains, 
may also be made liable as much iks a goonda himstdf, as they aiv more 
dangerous to the community for obvious reasons. Having been connecteil 
with the ciiminal judiciary in the mufassal for over tw^elve years, 1 
know fully well that though moial eonMetion of the guilt of the accused 
presses on the juduiul mind, the Magl^trate is compelled to acquit the 
accused sometimes, as legal evideiu'e falls shoit of the ideal standard 
of the criminal jui isjirudence. The m‘cesMt\, therefore, of making such 
legislation when the timidity of the witnesses to sfH'ak against desjior- 
ate characters makes conviction im|M>sMhhs is ojijHirtune. 

But, Sir, most resjiectfully I should suggest (hat in view of the 
dnistic nature of (he legislation it is dt'sirahle that a trihunal consisting 
of judicial officers of (lie rank of Distric t .ludge he formed to pass a 
final verdict. Such snlutaM prcivision i- c iilculatc'd to disarnrany adverse 
criticisms and satisfy public ojtinion. Only ch*sj)erate and dangerous 
character}? c-oni'erned in some overt c*iiminal acts involving breach 
of the fsnice, who answer to the descnption of persons mentioned in 
section 110 of the* (Viniiiial I’roccduic 0(uh‘. ines}H*(tivc of v’astc*, colour 
or crecnl, whether tlu‘y aie cit\-hr(‘d HcMigali goondas or up-country 
ones, must come under the juirview of (In* Act. At any rate, the term 
** Bengali ” in sections d (?) (/?) should he well didiiuMl and h<‘ made 
fr(»e from any amhiguitv or vagucMiess 'Pin* final older of expatriation 
should be passed liy a pro)H‘rly constitulcMl tribunal ap{K»inted by the 
Governor in Gouncil which may consist of trained judges ami legal prac- 
titioners of C3ver ten years’ standing, so that there ma> m»l be any scojm 
for any (‘omment on the pait of the public. Again, the iiujUiry should 
be of a judicial chaiactci, so that witm*sses may not run unv risk 

of being the targed of the* goondius But care should he taken to frame 
])rofMM’ safeguards so that (he Act ma\ not bc‘ an cuiginc of opprcssiiMi 
to innocent persons. With such salutary ssifcguaids, I ihink the 
enactment will admittedly fulfil its pur[H>sc*. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I have only a few words to 
say on this subject. In the first jdace, as Bahu liidu Bhuslian Dutta, 
if I followed him aright, has uj)peal(*d to the mcunlMTs c)f (he jirew’nt 
Ck>uncil representing ralcutta ainl as I refmvsent tlie pc^ojdc of (’alcutta 
and come in contact with them almost daily, not only as a citizen 
but in the course of my public avocations, I may say, without exaggera- 
tion, that the Bill is necessarv in the interests of the people of Galcutta 
for the safety of their lives and property. Whether the Bill should 
take the shape in which it is now placcvi IsTore the roiincil or not, is a 
matter, no doubt, for the considc'ration of the Select f^^mmiltc^^ and 
finally of the Council; hut T must expn»ss my gratitude to Government 
for having brought this Bill before the Council. It was some time 
before the reformed legislature came into existence that I, along with 
certain other representative citizens of Calcutta, and especially at their 
particular request, calle<] on, and interviewed, Sir Henry Wheeler and 
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represented the misery and loss of life and property caused by the class 
of goondas who especially hail from the remote parts of the United 
Provinces. Let it not lie said that I am for excluding the Bengalis 
altogeth/‘r. 1 know theie are desperate characters among Bengalis who 
recpjire to he put under restraint if not under the same treatment as 
the people hailing from the United Provinces: that is a matter which 
will he hacked into hv the Select Committee and finally by the Council. 
I til ink it is necessary to state — and I sj)eak with all my sense of 
resiKinsihility and with all the emphasis that I can commend — that a 
legislative measure is necessary for tlie safety of the lives and piojierty 
od' the jieople of ('ahutta. Whether the police shall have unlimited 
j)owers or not is a matter of detail which will have to he looked into by 
the Select ('ommittee and finally by the Cfiuncil. I know well — and I 
do not mince matters when I say that the goondas form, as it were, a frater- 
nity which flourish in the understrata of the (.'alcutta Police and even of 
the mufassal jiolice. But that is no reason that we should opjiose (jov- 
ernment and not give our ■whole-hearted support in ena(‘ting a measure 
for the safety of our lives and projierty. I think, that whatever 
amendments and whatever alterations this Bill may undergo, it is my 
duty not only as a citizen of (Calcutta who has a large stake in the city 
and who lias always, I may say, without any exaggeiation, jiasstul slee])- 
less nights on many occasions on account of the depredations of thevse 
goondas, to say that 1 hail and welcome this measure. I hope, there- 
fore, that the reference to the Select ('ommittee will not he haired hv 
the Council. I am sure that the suggestion that there should he a 
responsible committee presided over by such jieisons as a Judge of the 
High Court and consisting of an expert lawyer and responsible citizens 
of Calcutta will meet with the approval of the ("oiincil. Such a com- 
mittee, T am sure, will inspire confidence, will not place jiowers entire- 
ly in file hands of the ])olicV; and with the aid of such a committee, 
Government will he better guided than by the opinion or recommenda- 
tions of the ( ommissioner of Poli(*e. Again I say that is a matter of 
detail. As r(‘gards the general princi])fe of the Bill, I acknowledge it 
is sound and is based on the laudable ohjei't of securing the safety of 
the lives and i>roi>erty of the peojde of Calcutta and I whole-heartedly 
give my sujjport to the principle. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With the objects and 
reasons of this Bill 1 entirelv agre<>. But the whole thing centres 
round tiiis: have we devised a Bill that is consistent with the principles 
of British justice and can we, with the full knowledge of our existing 
police efliciency, vest tliat very police with summary and extraordinary 
powers? Sir, things may look verA* bright on paper, verA^ fair and just, 
ns very often our Indian Statutes do, but we must not also forget that 
we are not vesting these powers in the hands of an ideal police, but in 
the hands of the police as exists in our land. • Firstly, Sir, in the very 
definition of the tenn ** Goonda we do neither get a definition nor a 
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de»criptioD in the proper sense of those teims, 4>ut we are merely loUl 
that “ Goonda ” includes a hooligan or other nmgh. It necessarily 
implies that others except hooligans or roughs may also come uudei 
the term “ Goonda, ” for example, a political agitator, a stiike leader, 
or even a religious preacher. By thi.s ver\ elastic description we are 
crediting the jiolice with a huge (lis< return— a discretion ahsolutel> 
uufetteied by any cuuit of law. (M couise. it can he said that we are 
vp.sting all this disci et ion ami all these jioweis in tlu' liamls of tlu‘ ('oin- 
roissioner of Police. But who is (his real (’ommi.ssioner of Police, 
piay? Sir, who are his eyes, eai^ and hands!' 'I'lirough wliow' eyes 
does he see, thiough whose <*ais does he heary Who carries tales to 
him, who makes Inm s(‘e visnm.s!'' Suiely the pdKncnlLth or (he low 
informer. Would I In* ('ommis^ionet of Police himself go ahout hsik- 
ing into the antecedents oi spung into the motives or doings of the 
susjHH'ted goondas? No. Sir. it is ah-surd. ( )ur Commissiohev of Ihdice, 
despite his oflicial halo, is hut a man with no more than two I'ves and 
two ears, lie must seal with liis sanction the jmjxus put uji to him h\ 
his sulioidinates, who in tluMi turn do aKo lejKise equal loiifidence in 
tluMr .suhordinates, and so (jo <l{»wn to the lowest in (lie police employ 
including th(‘ spies; and such is the f<*tish of juestige and good Govern- 
ment of a red-tape adnnnist lation coiitndhxl thiough tiles from heyoiid 
the seven seas. .\ri(l so if one of thes<‘ ui this long (hairi, hears a grudge 
against a man foi failing to satish him. thmi* is every lik<‘lilu>od of 
the romniissioner of Police lieing movial against him under this contem- 
jdated “ G(K)nda Act 

I would have lieeii most w’illing to have sucli a Bill for the supjires- 
sion of g^ooiidas, if tliere wen* no gooiidas m the jHilice forr'o itself, if 
instances of illegal giatificalion weie ranT, if i>olice assaults and 
excess(‘S weie luit connived at oi lighih punished, if exhihilions of 
police dances on jumple’s stomm h'- were unknow’ii. 

And then, again, what have wi^ got to check the doings of the 
Police ronimissioner ? The local rioveriiimojt? But what is the local 
Governments Is it a mere ahstiiu tion'*' Gr is it going to he repre- 
sented hy the Hon’hle the Memliei in chaige or his Secretary <»r his 
doints or Piiders? Who is this local Government, that is to make 
further iruiuiries and to whom causes aie to he s}if>wn ? And would that 
officer take evidence in making further iiiquiiy or would he tread 
the mamuli way of ahsolute agreement with whatever ]>ear« (he hall- 
mark of the Commis.sioner of Police? These are matters which must 
be cleared up In^fore we can he asked to concede to a further executive 
encroachment on jieople’s lib(*rties. Before the* police can be eropow’ered 
to banish a man from the province, where fierhaps he intends to earn 
or does actually earn his livelihood, we roust lie assured that we are 
not going to enact a sJar-chamW farce' or one of those panicky intern- 
ment proceedings of recent memory. 
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Lastly, Sir, I do not distinctly understand this race distinction 
amoni^st the gooriduH. Ben^^al has also her indigenous goondas. How 
to deal with them ? The (Tovernuient itself confesses its inability to 
cop<j with the goondas with the aid of the ordinary laws: but when 
once it is having an extraoidinury law, why not try to make it compre- 
hensive; why lay the whole blame on poor up-country employees of 
our Marwuri brethren, as the Jloii’ble Mr. Stephenson has 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: May I rise to a point of 
[jersonul explanation? I have never said that the goondas are employed 
by Marwari gentlemen. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: IVrhaps, Sir, 1 have 
l)(*en misl(*(], I find, how(‘vei , in the statement of objec ts and reasons, 
stated that “ the Marwaris maintain numbers of the class of men from 
which the goondas come.” As, however, the Hon’hle Mr. Stephenson’s 
signature apisniis at the end of the statement of objects and reasons, 

I thought that it was his statement. 

There are also Bengali, (’hinese, Euroj>eun and Anglo-Indian 
gcwmdas. So, it would not be quite fair to lay the entire blame on 
the Marwari gentlemen. Sii, so 1 would jiiopose a thoiough recasting 
of this Bill and make it more comjuehensive. Do not make the ix)lice 
all-iM)werful, both the ac cuser and the judge and have safeguards against 
their vagaries. I would like to have our over-workc‘d (Commissioner of 
l\)lire saved from innocently and unknowingly lending his high name 
and prestige to the commission of grave crimes, namely, robbing jieople 
of tiieir lib(‘iti<‘s and means of sustenanc'e. 1 would therefore suggest 
that |MH)ple uccusc'd of being goondas be brought forward iM^fore a 
Board of Iiujuiry 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yomcan bring up these jxiints Iw^fore tlu^ Select 
(\>mmittcH». You are rather going into details and 1 hoj^je that you 
will not further dilate on that ]>oint. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR t^AY: 1 was following the pre- 
('^lent of some of the ]>revious sjx'akers and 1 thought that 1 would b© 
in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 am afraid you are still going tcx) much into 
details. 

Kuiluv SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I oppose, on principle, 
vesting entire lowers in the Oniimissioner of Police. What I want to 
suggest is a Board of Incpiiry, consisting of 3 men, including a Deputy 
Commissioner of Polic'e. In such a Board of Inquiry, there would b© 
a projwr |K>lic'e presentation, mollified by the influence of the two other 
gentlemen with judicial ex|)erience. I merely throw out some suggee- ^ 
tions for all they may Ih" worth ; and as has been ruled by you, the Select 
Cx>mraittee may improve upon them. 1 can oonJdenUy assert that the 
Bill, as it has. been drafted, is very unsatisfactory, and is a regular 
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menace to public liberty and security, a formidable wea^wn in the bands 
of unscrupulous police officers and as such, it should never Ih' pissed, 
however much we might whole-heartedly agree with the laudable object 
behind. And, Sir, if you would vest the Commissioner of Police with 
final authority, do so by all means, hut do not have an unseemly faroe 
of a meaningless Governor-in-Council sanction behind. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my general 
approval to this Bill, as I am glad my colleague, Kai Uadha Charau 
Pal Bahadur, has already done. Amongst the spuikers who have 
already spoken, the feeling with which we are actuated will be well 
understood by one gentlemen only and that is my friend, the Rai 
Bahadur. Sir, I am not surprised that op}K)sition in some shaiw or 
other has come from my friends, Bahu Indu Bhushari Ihitta' and Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Ray. The fii si is known to he an idealist and will 
rise up and oppose anything which does not come up to his principles 
and his jurisprudence, and tlie other, Sir, I must say, d(H‘s not repre- 
sent Calcutta and has scan'cly any idea of the prevailing feeling in 
this city. My friend, the Kumar Sahih, comes here in a gharry or a 
motor car and goes liack to liis palace, lives in (hilcutta for a few days 
and gfK's Iwick to his country-place to (‘iijoy his rest. Such men cannot 
understand any of the difficulties of this city ami they cannot realize 
the trouble w'e are suffering from. My friend, the Rai Bahadur, has 
very aptly pointed out that throughout the length and breadth of the 
citv there is a widespread apprehension as to what is in store for u.s 
to-morrow. My friend will also sympathize with m(‘ when I refer to 
an incident which hapi>eiied in his ward, very neai to liis house, about 
tw'o years ago, when a young man of a respectable family, a relative 
of mine and a friend of the Rui Bahadur, was ihohI brutally murdered 
in the streets of Calcutta l)efore it was dusk by goomlas without any 
justification or any provocation whatsoever. If such instama^s have 
not been rare, the matter would have been different; hut from our 
experience in this city, a.s one who was horn and has lived in the city 
for the last fifty years, 1 may say that such occurrences are gnidually 
increasing and instances ran he quoted in which the goomlas most 
wantonly assault citizens. If they took away our treasures and our 
money we might have kept quiet. At the present moment, our lives 
are in danger and we canot tolerate this. So, if we rise to support this 
measure, I hope my friends will pardon us. I am glad to fimi that 
although my friends have objected to some of the provisionh in tlie 
Bill, they have given their qualified su|H)ort in the end. I agree with 
them that this Bill is practically a confe.ssion on the part of the jsilice 
that they have been unable to protect the lives and propcirties of the 
citizens of Calcutta to an extent which we all desire; and I must con- 
fess that this proves the uselessness and the failure of the enormous 
increase of the numerical strength of the Calcutta Police force. Some 
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time ago, when we dine usHed the police Budget this question was dis- 
cussed by many of our tiiends and we were assured, to a certain 
extent, that if the police weie incieased in strength and efficiency, 
no further addition would be rieeessai v to the police force or no neces- 
sity would arise to take iec(>uise to vesting any further jrowers in the 
jK»li<je. I am sorry, Sir, that that anticipation has been falsified and 
the result is the inti odu< tion of this “ (foondas Bill.” No one, as I 
have ah(‘ady said, can deny that in (’alcutta numerous gangs of streets 
rowdies aird roughs, addicted to all sorts of crimes jind violence, are 
rapidly incr(‘asing, and that it has reached such a strengtli that the 
enormous increase of the poliC(‘ forces and tht‘ ordinal y jrrocedure of 
the courts of justice have juoved to he futile. It has come to such a 
jiass that, with all my abhorrence against the restrictions upon the 
lilKuty of the |M*ople, which my frnuids have touched ii}H>ri, without 
trial in an ojien court, 1 am pr(‘pared to takt' the lesjionsibility ufion 
myself; and in the nunre of tin* constituencies we represent, we w’ould 
welcome th(» exjM^riment with this ?//f/<'j-judi(‘ial rneasures to meet this 
acute stage of lawlessness in this big city. My apprehension, however, 
is that the Bill does not go far enoguh. To (pioti* from some well- 
meant criticism, the distinct ion between goondas and gcjondas by reason 
of their parentage or ])lace of liirth is cpiite uitificdal and arbitrary; and 
if irersisfed in, the measure will remain a dead letter. The goondas are 
goondas and are ecpially dang(*rous to Hociet\ , be they born in Bengal 
or out of it. Tlieie is no consolation in being brutally assaulted by our 
own kinsmen. I submit, theiefore, that this sj)ecial mtursure should he 
e(]ually ap[dicabl(* to the resident as well ns to the non-resident goonda, 
b(* h(‘ a Bengali or u|>-countr> man, a ('hrislian or a Muhammadan or 
a Hindu. While the Bill suggests dejiortation or exclusion for non- 
rc‘sid<*nt goondas, it should ry«|uire sureties and bonds for good behaviour 
on tlie part of Bengal-born and resident goondas. 1 do not know 
whether the word ” ui)-country ” used in the Bill includes Orissa, 
Madras and Dtuc'an or not; if not, T would substitute for “ ujvcoun- 
t*ry,” “ outside Bengal ” in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
With your inumission, Sir, 1 would suggest, at the outset, to strengthen 
the hands of the ]xdice~ to add that the romrnissiemer wdll take 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ned now*. It i» not necessar-y to do that now. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Thank you, Sir, I will 
fcvllow your advice. 

The Bill has certain defects and one of those defects is that I find 
that the Commissioner of Polu'e will have to act on his own initiative. 
What I would suggest is that the initiative might also come from the 
residents, in which ca.se the Commissiorrer of Police should have no 
otlrer option but to move the machinery provided in the Bill. There 
is another defect and that is that this Bill might create some amount 
of panic among tire legitimate employment-seekers who come down 
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to Calcutta to meet our requiremente. The spread of exaggerated 
rumours about the oi)piession and the arbitrariness of the police in the 
plea of carrying out the ,,rovisions of tl.e contemplated measure may even- 
tunlly lead to an interference with the free influx of these outside’ people 
into Calcutta ; and if my fiien.ls, like the Kumar Sahib and men of hi. 
thinking, will come here and make all v.its of a. eusatimis against the 
I«) iee in time and out of time, ,|uvt,l,r or unjustlN. 1 helieve the misehiel 
Will he von iiiiu h iiK-ioa.'^od. (Hoar, lu^ar.) 

Sir, those, who characton.so this piooo of oinor^,^oiit iM«‘asiiro a« a 
pamoky or i/Z^rcf-judicial legislation, a.o iH‘rhai>s not fully awaro of the 
kind of trouhlo tho losidonts of ('ah utta havo boon suffoiin^r from for a 
vory loiiK time. With >oui iHumiss.on, Sn. 1 would hko t,. tofor, for 
the rocollootion of most of tho ^ontlonnui wlm lia\o oomo from outside, 
Uio condition of tho (loonda h*nj which jiKnailed in ( ah utta on various 
instanc(‘s; hut perhaps that would not 1 m‘ ncccs^ars as they an* all w«di- 
known to those win, }iav(‘ lived in (’alcultu for the last ‘fou years. 1 
cannot, howo\ or, roliain fiom (|Uotin^r one instance of letter publio 
feelin^^ iminediatfdy after the inunhu- of Hahii Sarat (’liaiidiu Daw to 
W'hicli I have already lefein^d. 'riieie was a puhln meeting presided 
over by oui resiK-cted Minister, the Hon’hh- Sir Suiendra Nath Haiierjea. 
There we discussed this (|ueslion of extiadition and remo\al of ^oonda« 
from Calcutta. Since then public (jjnnion has formed itsidf in favour 
of these ^^oondas heintr ^’'<•1 hold of and ^ot rid (,f by any proc(*8s w'hat- 
eM‘r that may he de\is(*d 1 am soii\ that 1 flo not find Sir Surendra 
Nath Jhineijea !!(' (onid not ^ive hi.s umjualifie,! assent to our 

I>roposal on that o<(a.sion, luil I am ^dad that as a Minisler of the 
(io\ernment, he has now |;,iven his approval to that 


I wanted to j,lace some of my su>r^,i‘>tions hefme tin* ('ouncil to 
improve the Bill hut I lefrain fioin <loin^'’ so to coini>l\ witfi \oui advicx*. 
But before I sit down, I would icfi*? to oin* oi tv\o impoitant ]>oiTitH 
which are upi)ermost in iiiv mind. Tin* ( ’ommissiynoi of Poliro should 
l)e authorized to move in tin* matt<*? at In'* own not nr a** well as when 
moved hy lesiiectahle |H‘oj,le (A the lo<alit\. We should ti\ to fiinl out 
how thi.s Bill can he made e(|ually applicable to Benjjali ^iJoridas. ] 
would once moie rejieat that if th(*\ cannot 1,4* deporl«*d. they can In? 
eflSciently dealt with by securities and Inunls In'in^ 4*nfon cd u|X)n them. 


In Calcutta, there are four districts. I .suir^’esi that Advisory 
Boards may l>e formed in each of those four distrn ts and 1 am absolutely 
certain that the people have been so much tiouhle<l with the gexmda 
question, that many re.s|>ectahle jxmple w’lll « onie forward to act as 
members of these Advi.sory Boanls without fcannj?' the assaults by 
jfoondas. If such Advi.sory Boards lie constituted, the jmlice would, 
to a great extent, h<» heljied and the trouble and difficulty of the [lolice 
will be very much minimised. Sir, with these remarks, I would once 
more say that I welcome the Bill and give my general support to it. 
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BaiHi NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: This is not the proper time 
to speak on the merits or otherwise of the Bill, but there is no doubt 
that an Act like this should be passed to protect people from being 
robbed 6r molested. I would only suggest a few points for the con- 
sideration of the members of the Select Committee. From the defini- 
tion it apjwars that Howrah has not been inoluded within Calcutta in 
the Bill. It should be extended to Howrah. Howrah may be inferior 
to (’alcutta in all respects, but so far us the prevalence of goondaism 
is conc’erned, it is not in the least inferior to Calcutta, and moreover, 
there is another objection. If this Bill be jwissed into law and be 
limited to CalcutUi only, then all these gentlemen against whom the 
Bill is inlended t(» operate will cross the river and go over to the other 
side, and so How'iah will become ji rend(‘zv()us of goondas. In this 
definition thiue should be another provision, namely, “ and such places 
w’here Govcuiiinent may from time lo time by sjiecial notification extend 
the Act.” In all mill areas it may be necessary to extend the Act. 
That is rny first point. 

My second ]K)int is alsiut the definition of ” Goonda.” It says that 
a goonda inoludes a hooligan or other rough. This will not do. Goonda 
must im‘an somc'thing, only inchiding w'ill not do. Goondas might 
mean all ('lasses mentioned in sections 109 and llO of the Criminal 
Procedure Therefore my suggestion is that llu‘ provision of 

sc'ctions 109 and 110, (Timinal Procedure' Code*, with some modifications 
and with such additions as may be thought desiiable, may be put as 
the d(*finitiori of the word ” Goonda.” 

My third jioint i.s whether the (Commissioner of Police will Ire both 
comjdainant and judge* in resjM*ct of the same offence. It i.s against 
all prim iples of law that the^ Judge and tlie Prosecutor should be the 
same iierson. It may be said that the (^ommi.ssioner of Police is invested 
with the |M)wers of a Magi.strate of the first class, but that is only 
c'xecuHve yrowcu* and Jiot judicial jKiw’er., The ( Vrmmissioner of Police 
has not got that judicial training which other Magistrates have. 
Thert'fore, instead of makng the (Commissioner of Perliee the deport- 
ing authority, a suggestion has been made to ap|)oint a committee 
consisting of ten jrersons to consider the evidence received by the Com- 
missioner of Police against any particular jx'rson or number of persons 
and then to pass orders against them under this Act. But I submit that 
if a |H»rson accused of an offence punishable with death can be tried 
by a Judge and Jury or As.sessor consisting of 3 to 5 gentlemen, I do 
not think that a goonda should be tried by 10 jrersons. So I suggest 
that either a Magistrate sirecially empowered in that behalf or a small 
committee of three ]rersons should hear such cases and on their report 
Government should finally act. 

These are the few [Krints that I wish to place before the House for 
the consideration of the members of the Select Committee. 
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Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: I must congratulate 
the Government at the beginning on the presentation of the Goonda 
Bill though after a long time, as it has become overdue for some time. 
The riot of 1910 led the people seriously to think to request the Gov- 
ernment to take some steps for the suppression of the goondas. The 
riot of 1918 only confirmed the previous belief and the Government 
should have come forward then with this pro|i<isal. II(>wever delayed 
this Bill might he I do not doubt the utility of this Goondas Bill, 
especially in these days, when highway robl)eries and murders have 
become the matter of every-day occurrence in broad day-light in the 
streets of Calcutta. But 1 regiet that the Bill as it has been fiamed will 
not be able to achieve the object in view. I do not know from what 
quarters representation was made* for the expulsion of th«‘ foreign 
goondas only. If thi'^ he the sugg(‘stion of the officials, ,I think tlu* 
Government has then been full\ convinced that the existing macdiiiiery 
of the law has been quite insufheienl hitherto, to deal suceessfuUy 
with the goondas and therefoie this extraordinary im‘asure has l>een 
pro|X)sed to he undei taken to clean the (uty. We cannot have any 
objection to arm the Goveinnieiit with any kind of weajxin. however 
extraordinary it may lie. to enable it to pn*serve law and order. But 
when wo believe that any projK>s(*d Government measure will fail to get 
the object in view, then, of eourM*, it heeomes our iKuinden duty to 
come forward wiili criticisms and suggestions. 

That is why 1 want to (*xpose th(‘ def(*cts of the Bill with a view to 
make it a {K'rfect one so that tlie result desin’d can he obtained through 
it. The Bill proposes to deiKiit the goomlas who coim* from outside 
Bengal. But the Government foiget that the majoiity of the goonda.s 
by their long stay in Bengal havi* lan'oine iloniiciled an<! even soim* of 
them can claim tliis ( ity as theii jdace of huth I he Bill makes no 
extraordinary jirovision to deal with them. I speak of extraordinary 
provision because tlie (loverninenl thinks that ilie tune lias roine trr ]>ro- 
ceed extraordinarily with them, as the existing law*' aie ijuit4' inadctjuale 
for their proi»er trial and punishnuMit due to them Now, Sir, if the 
majority of the goondas escape a.s domiciled or as natives; and only 
a few fall within the province of the Bill. d») tlie (fo\ eminent think 
that the object in view will be achieved and (’alcutla will bt^ cleaned? 
The second provision of the Bill is similarly defective, (yalcutta 
Police Commissioners are always overworked. They in most cases 
have to act on the report of their subordinates. Therefore, in report- 
ing the cases of the goondas, the Police (’ommissioner will have to 
act according to the recommendations of his Kuhordinates and therefore, 
how can we exjiect their reports to be perfect? The belidess goondas 
* without patrons or leaders, who could not be able to satisfy the police, 
wUl only fall into their clutches and others will escape with tact and 
skill. Here lies the danger. Thus it is seen that the Bill excluding 



420 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


[ 28 th Hov. 


the Bengali goondas haa limited its circle of activity and the working 
out of the Bill cannot be carried on successfully on account of the second 
provision of the Bill. 

But we want the Bill, because we want that goondaism should be 
suppressed. Tiiat is why I request the Government to change the Bill 
a little ouly to make it a ]>erfecl one and think of interning all the 
domiciled goondas wlio cannot de|K)rted from Bengal. It is a common 
fact that the lo(*al j>eo|)le know the goondas more lamiliaily than any 
IK)lice officer. The jKilice can easily, with the help of these local i)eople 
and the (’rirninal Investigation Department, detect and find them out 
and send their names to the hx^al Government. To carry out this 
scheme successfully, it will he neces^tuiy to form ward committees in 
every ward in Calcutta and in the suhurhan municipalities where the 
Act should ]»(‘ ext«*nded, the members oi which may be annually select- 
ed by the local Gosc'rnment from (he inhabitants of the locality; witli 
deputy oi' assistant commissioners in the case of ('alcutta, and sui)erin- 
tendents of jxdice in the case of the suburban municipalities as presi- 
dents. The p(dice \\ilt aiiest tl»(‘ goonda.s and will jiroduce tlu*m b(*fore 
the committees to which the goondas would belong. The w^ard com- 
mittees will assist the jiolice in finding out the real (haiacter of the 
goondas and also will inform the names of other bad charai ters. The 
report of the majority of the w'ard com'mittces can faiil> be assumed 
wdll be aliove all kinds of suspicion and cornijition ; and their findings 
will consequently be more |M‘rfect. Tin* final (hMO'sion will rest on the 
.fudge of the High Court or in the local Goveinmcnt; tin* Governor- 
in-(\)un('il will v(‘rity tin* r(*commendations tliiough an\ .ludgt* or any 
high judicial otlicer, and wdll allow evt*ry possible* meaiLs of (h'tence. 
If these suggestions be ai'cepted, the difficulties of an (qien court trial 
w’ill be avoid(‘d and at the same time the elementary light of jiersonal 
liberty of an individual w'ill be safeguard(‘d. 

Tin' jmiposid for tin* expulsion of the foreign goondas is a kind of 
shifting, it is avoiding a dangei, this can in*ver be very praiseworthy 
for anv Governnn*n(. It the police have thought that thev cannot act 
under the present cinannstaiices with tin* existing laws then let us 
think thaMjiis Bill ought to he a }>erfect one in every respect to help 
them in their difficulties. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: 1 beg to support the general 
principle on which this Bill has been framed. It has not been rushed 
through hut was considered by the previous (^ouncil in the pre-Beform 
days and it was thought advisalde that this .should be considered by this 
Council, alW. therefore, it has been brought forward now. The need 
for an Act to deal ex|>editiou.sly with the hooligans and the rough 
elements in Calcutta has been a long-felt want, and every citizen of 
Calcutta, who is acquainted with the problem T>f law and order of the 
city, is bound to support this Bill, The Bill is very good, but I am 
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afraid it does not go very far. For instance, the important suburb, 
the trans-Hooghly suburb of Howrah, is most probably, as I read tbe 
^finiHon, excluded from the operations of thi%Act. This Bill, which 
is mainly intended to provide against the hooligans and bad charactew 
who come from the ui>.countr)^ stations, curiously enough, excludes the 
very place where the up-country i)eople first set their ft^t on the soU 
of Bengal. If Howrah is not included within the suburlw of Calcutta 
for the purposes of this Act, the rough and hooligan elements will 
simply shift their hemlquarters from Calcutta ac ross the river to Howrah 
and from there manumvre their nefarious activities, llin’entlv we know 
how a motor dacoity was maiucuvred from AJhUiabid and how the 
members thereof used to frecjuent Howrah. Hownvh forms a very 
important rendezvous and a fduce of refuge for the hooligans or W- 
vuuthes from Calcutta whenever they want U) evade the vigilance of the 
(.’alcutta Police. 1 represent the ri|)orian inunicijwilities on the bunk.s 
of the Hooghly in the districts of Hooghly and Howrah, and I feel that 
the same protection is nt^eded for the |)eople I have the privilege of 
represejiting on this Councitl, and 1 think the operation of this Act 
should also Iw extended to Howrah and the mill areas. 

The iK)int regarding the ojierations of the Bill lK*ing confined only to 
those who are not Bengali by birth deserves ( onsideration. My esteemed 
friend, Babu Indu Bbu.shan Dutta., ix)inled out that it woujd crt>*ate 
difficulties regarding the domicile or [dace of birth of the hooligans 
I quite agree witli him. We know that lots of Peshawaris, Arabs and 
Persian.s, Miizapuris, an<l u|>-c()untry ho<iligans <‘ome to Bengiil, and 
genei-ally intermarr\' here and make Bengal their home. What will 
happen to the offspring of these men who by birth are Bengalis and 
goondas by heredity? A man’s name may Ik' Shirazi or a Khan, Imt 
he may be all tlie same a Bengali by birth. These are, however, 
matters of detail which, T am sure, will In* considered by the Select 
Committee. There is a Persian saying: “ To kill the snake and leave 
its offspring behind is not the work of wise [leople ” — they are just 
as venomous as their jxirents. 

Regarding the remarks made by certain gentlemen tbat the Bill 
will give a very large sco[>e to the [K)lic<* to huniss [lerqde, I am afraid 
I cannot absolutely agree with those gentlemen. Certain powers for 
expeditiously and effe<'tively dealing with bad cbarart€»rs are very 
necessary. A good deal of criticism has Ixen mtide about the police. 
Of course, they are not quite perf€*ct like some of us: they an* not 
angels, but all the same they are our countrymen and such defects as 
they have got we all have ae human beings. They have got a very 
difficult and thankless task to perform and I feel we shou]<Uo as much 
as we can to help them. We want protection and criticise inem if they 
ttM to give this and yet we say that we^ do not want the police to have 
iidBcfent power. Another gentleman .suggested that we should have a 
Judfs with a panel a! fMwessors and another to heve a magisfigiat 



m 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


[28th Nov. 


inquiry in every case. To ntart with, this is a very expensive and long 
drawn procedure. While the Eetrenchment Committee in Bengal and 
the Ijjchape Committee^ai Delhi are laying their axes on everything, 
the suggestion comes that to rid Calcutta of its badrnashes we should 
have* a judicial in«iiiiry for every single gooiula we want to deport, which 
will cost a lot of mojiey and which may not serve any useful purpose in 
proimrtion to the loss of puhlit' money and time. Moreover, apart 
from the wuvste of time and money it will be very difficult to prove 
legally, before a judicial officer, that a man is a gu>si(la, but all the 
same he may ht^ a goonda from every moral ix^int of view. 1 agree 
with the suggesti(uj that instead of making the ('ommissioner of Police 
tin* only authority to take the initiative, to asset iate with him some non- 
officials of the huality. This will lelieve the overburdened Commis- 
sioner of Ptdice of an adtlitiomd lot of work ainl a good deal of the 
uii[K)pulurity which the measure will entail. 1 suggest and am sure 
tliat by g(*tting rid of the gotunlas a good deal of exjxmditure on the 
IM)lice will Ik* curtailed which the Council will likt* to see. At prcTsent, 
whenever there is trouble or trouble is apjnehended (ifovemment must 
providf* means for preserving law and order and that is done by recruit- 
ing nnue jKdiee. Hitds and unlawful assemblies and similar things 
can Ik* jnevented and a good deal of reduction in exjx'nditure can be 
effected by the oiK‘rutionvS suggested in the (loondas Bill. I am sure 
our esfecmtMl collt'ugue, the Surgeon-tleneral, will hear me out when 
1 say flint some times the lM*si treatment for a man suffering fwim a 
spreading gangrene is amputation, and T think a surgical oj>erution is 
very badly needed for the goondus of Caidutta and they must be expedi- 
tiously and quickly got rid of. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: The II on'ble Mr. Stephenson in 
intrcKlming this Bftll in Uiis House said that this Bill had been 
prepared sjxHdally on the it* presentations made by certain associations 
of the Marwuri community. 1 do not dispute that proposition. The 
attitude of the Murwari comnumitv oiCthis question is too well-known 
to be descNh(*d by me. Uai Bu<lha (^Imran Pal Bahadur and Rai Dr. 
Haridhun Dutt Bahadur have fully desiribi‘d the situation that exists 
in ( 'ah’ulta in connection wdtii the gcHindas. Life and property of the 
citiwms of fhis town, and siiei’ially of that ixirt of the city where I ha|^n 
to live, namely BarabiuMir, are certainly in a pi-ecarious state, and there 
is no doubt that we liave rejH*ate<lly represented to the Government that 
some suitable .st(s>s must W taken in order to eradicate the town of 
t|ie evil of goondaism. Sir, whether we think that such a drastic Bill 
should havo. lx>en iiece.ssary or not is a matter on which we need not 
dilate at the present moment. It is sufficient that the GovemnifiHit 
thinks that wiUiout drastic measures like these it is impossible to Q0pe 
with the evil of goonJaism, and there is no other alternative lor He h«t 
that we should accord our support to this measure, but ol oourse with 
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But. Sir. I do not see any reason why in 4h« 
Stat^Mts of Objects and lleasons the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Bill should have gone out of his way and vilified a whola com- 
inunity by saying that the Marwaris, on the allegation that pdioe 
protection is insufficient, maintain numbers of the class of men from 
which the goondas come and thus make it still more difficult for the 
^ice to deal with the evil. Sir. what surjirises me more is that the 
Deputy-President of the Ooiincil coming from Heliala and having little 
connection with Uarabazar slimild also have gone out of his way and 
accorded his supixnt not only to tliK sentence but remarked that the 
Marwaris have lieen i>r<4esting too niucli against vilification of this 
character. On the other hand. 1 am glad to find that the Indian A.sso- 
oiation has .joined liamls with us in protesting against it. _ 1 have no 
doubt, Sir, that the term “ Marwaris " here has Ihumi used in the sense 
that new.siai[x-r reisirters use it. For I have read in the |)a|H-rs saying 
that a Maiviaii of the natiii' of Miinni I.al (iiizrati ha.s been convicted 
of gambling. I have ri'ad in the pa|s>is that a Miirwari of the name of 
Sobaii Lai Kbettii has been convicted of breach of trust. Marwaris do 
nothing that the members of other communities do not do. It is true 
that Marwaris have got to engage diirwans to collect money and td 
protect their gates, but which community is there in (’alciitta that does 
not engage diirwatrs for .similar seivice. It is a matter of regret that in 
a soleuiTi document like this a statement of this kind should have found 
a plai'e. and 1 ho[K* that the Il<in*ble Mi. Stcplnuison, with his generous 
disposition, will not fail to make amemls for this statement. 

There are fiMtaiii olher niailfM** on wliicli. ahhou^»^h tin* llon’bli* the 
Menilier in f has liccn jfoot] eiiouj^li <o inclinh^ nn* in the SeWi (\mi- 

niittee, and I shall have a chance of j»'ivin^ niv opinifni on the Hcverui 
matters tliere, it is desirahle, .i,s the jHMSdii voifin^’ the feedings of the 
people of Baiabazai’ heie, that 1 shouhl at this sta^i‘ make some refer- 
ence. I desire to reff'r to soin<‘ of the piovisions of tin* Hill on which 
these is a strong^ feeliiifr in that |mrt of ('aleutta. It has driven me no 
AiUfkll amount of pleasure to hear in the <lehate that has ensmvl on this 
Bill that some of my friends im ludinjr the National ChumWr of (kmi- 
merce and the Indian Association have taken exeejition to the provision 
in the Bill to exclude tln>se w lio are Henj^alis by birth. In n recent 
answer which the Hon’ble the Member j^ave to Mr. Hijoyprosad Sinffh 
Eoy, it was stated that of the numlier of jroondas wdio were on the list, 
tliere were 133 up-eountry Hindus, 34 Muhammadans, 26 Punjabis and 
Peshawaris, 151 Ben^rali Hindus, 1 Bengali Muhammadan and 1 Ben^fali 
Chiistian. The total comes to 193 up-roiintr\' and 153 Ben^rali ^oon- 
daa; the proportion is 4 to 3. From this list itself it apfiears that aa 
iipainat 4 np-country goondas there are 3 Btmgali goondas, and there 
b ftoitnowing how many of the up-country goondas were bom in Bengal. 

[ waa bom in Bengal myself, and if I were a goonda, 1 would not have 
been iadnded in the liet of Bengali goondae* If the peovisiona of iltii 
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^>Peration with regard to any person, is it 
advisable that a prolonged inquiry should be made as regards his place 
of bii^h? Is it not imiprobable that as soon as any person is hauled 
up either before the Government as provided for in this Bill or before 
a High Court Judge or any other judicial officer^whatever the machi- 
nery that may be set up—the first defence that would be put forward 
would Iw that he was a person born in Bengal. How is the police to 
prove that he was not bom in a certain plac^? If a person says that 
he was bora at Sheoraphuli or some place like that, what evidence can 
the jiolice offer that he was not horn in that place ? The easiest thing 
for a person so hauled up will he to say tht^ he was bora in Bengal 
and so get off. Secondly, it is not desirable that inter-provincial feel- 
ings should lie allowed to bo aroused in a matter like this. There is 
a feeling here among my Bengali friends that the Bengali goondas 
should be treated in the same manner as the non-Bengali goondas. 
The Racial Distinctions (k)mmittee in regard b> th(‘ ])rovision8 of the 
rriminal Procedure Cmle has only recently been sitting. We know 'the 
bitter feeling that exists over the matter. The ITon’ble Mr. Stephenson 
said that the Foreigners Act exists in this country and foreigners 
dejKM'ted under certain conditions. But is he inepired U) deal with 
a Bihari or a United Provinces or a Bombay man on the same terms that 
he would deal with a foreigner who was .born outside India? If a thing 
like this is done, we know that the communal f(‘elings are provincial 
jealousies that exist in all the pn>vinces will \>e very bitter, and who 
knows that Bihar will not imss a law that no Bengali should he apiM>int- 
ed to Government service in Bihar, who knows that Bombay may not 
pass a law that no Bengali should be allow’ed to carry on business there, 
who knows that Mudnvs may not pass a law^ that no Bengali shall be 
allowed to Iw interested in Jhe tanning iTidustry in that Presidency? 
Sir, these are measures which ought to l)e carefully scrutinized tuid the 
results they may lead us to, before allowing an arbitrary provision of 
this nature to be i>iusse<l into law. I hf>j>e that tdl my friends in this 
House, the Government and the indice w ill bt^ very careful in not allow- 
ing a law fif this nature to Ih' passed without a careful scrutiny of its 
features. There is only one other thing to which I would draw atten- 
tion, and that has a very close connection with the provision in the Bill 
which will not be appplicable to Bengalis by birth. That is, if the 
Bill is to oiierate also on Bengalis, we cannot semd them out of Bengal. 
Several remedies have been suggested: the Indian Association have 
suggested one, viz,, that they may lie interned. Another friend of 
mine, I believe Rai T)r. Haridhan Dutt Baliadur, has .suggested that a 
bond may be taken in the same manner as under the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The only objection of the Government, in dealing with the 
goondas under the existing provisions of the law, was that eufficieni 
evidence could not be secured ; if the circumstantial evidmice is reprewoited 
to be quite suffipient to deport a non-Bengali out of Bengal, there 
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ao retBon why on similar evidence, a Bengali goonda cannot he requiM 
to execute a bond or be brought under some other penal clause which 
may be provided for in this Bill. # 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson in intrt>ducing the Bill has already 
said that no safeguards have been provided in this Bill. Several have 
been suggested, one is the aflyiKuntment of a committee; the other is 
that the matter be deivlt with by High Court Judges; the third is by 
Magislmtes and others of similar status. Further, the Uon’ble Mr. 
Stephenson said that safeguards might Ir» provided by the Select (7om- 
mittee. It is unnecessary for me at this stage to go into that matter. 
sufBce it to say that there is a strong finding on this |K>int. When the 
matter is considered by the Select Conimmiftw, I hojH' some safeguards 
will be provided to make this Bill acceptable to the j)i»ople and not be 
a cause of resentment to tliem, and to make the Bill deill ade<|uately 
with the sort of |)t‘oj)le wliom it seeks to control. 

There is only one other mutter and that is this. Peoide fear that 
even if this Bill is enacted, there may not Ir‘ such a gtM>d administra- 
tion of it that the worst goondas will he hrought under the purview of 
this Bill. Tliat is also a matter which will have U> In* seriously con- 
sidered hv the Sided Committee. 1 think myself that as the Commis- 
sioner of Police liims^dt catjjiot really find out as to who is a real gOunda 
or not and us lie must rely |K'rforee on his subordinuW officers, before 
a law of this nature is bi'ought into ojKuatioii again.st anyliody, some 
provision ought to l>e introdui ed in this Bill whereby the (Vxmmissioner 
of Police may tie hid|K‘d — ceitainly hy private individuals — with some 
information so that the real giwmda may also be brought under the 
administration of the law after it is enacted with such modifi(*ationfl 
as may lie accepted by tliis House. 

With these observations and with the amendments that I have 
suggested, I feel I can give my support to this Bill. 

Mftulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: This measure is a necessity. 
The robberies committed by the gimndas in ojhmj daylight in the streets 
of Calcutta has sent a thrill into the hearts of the jM*ople of this city 
and of the mufassal. Many inniKent fH^rsons have binm murdered and 
robberies committed on them, and this measure has lieen necessitated 
by the voice of the people, and now the milk of human kindness gushes 
out when such a measure is going to lx* taken. I think that this 
liuman kindness ought to be reserved for lietter |xx>ple than these pest# 
of aociety. These pests of society and these dregs of mankind ou^t 
to be eliminated from the city to make the place worth living in. I 
think that this premier city of India ought to be washed of these dirty 
things. I think that when this measure is taken, we ought to sup- 
port it* Of course there may be some loopholes in the measure, and 
Am is also some attempt at partition of one province from the other, 
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bifi all these things ought to be taken into consideration by the gentlo- 
men who have been selected as meml>er8 of the Select Committee. It 
is thair business and not ours. Our business is to see whether the 
meas^ii'e is a necessity. If this is so, let it be adopted with all 8(M^ • 
<)<£ provisions as may 1)6 necessary to put down g(x>ndai8m in the city 
of Calcutta. * 

With these words I Ixig to 8Ui>port the motion. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble 

Mr, Stephenson has undoubtedly given us very strong reasons why a 
Bill of this kind is necessary to dcjvl with goondnisni and terrorism prac- 
tised unchecked in the very heaH of tlie city. According to him and 
the Jitatistics supplied by the G(W)nda Police theie are d96 goondns on 
the register of the ixdit^o. 1 maintaiti, Sir, an extraordinary legislation 
of this kind is not waiTanted to deal with fxifhnnshes in a jiopula- 
tion of nearly 1,000,000. What is the principle involved in this BillP 
As far as I can set" the present provisions of the* ('riniinal Law are not 
suffieient to deal with a eriine which is not only veuy difticult to detect 
hilt sufficient evidence is not forthccniif^g to punish oftenders, and the 
police who are cdiarged with the duties of prol(‘ctiiig tlu‘ public against 
robbery and violence, is unable .to cope with the situation unless extra- 
ordinary powers are given to them, and wliat is the* ext inordinary power 
they ask for? IX'jxrrtation of non-Bchignli ruffians from this city or 
province without giving them the chance to defend themselves in an 
ojK*n ('ourt of Justice. From tim(‘ imTm*mor»al we have* eiuouniged 
giKUidaism and it has become almost a tradition wifli our {lowei ful zamin- 
dars and inoney-lendei’s to employ Juthuih t(' tiMTorise rniyafff in the 
villages, disjxwses them from lawful jm^session of lands and that sort 
of thing 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SiXCH ROY: May 1 rise to a jxrint of order? 
What have the Jnthinh^ engage<l by the miifassal zainindars got to do 
with the Calentta goondasP 

Mr, PRESIDENT : I am allowing him to continue in order to show 
the connection. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: These InthiaU 
are engaged to give a gixxl beating and to ter rorise ixxrple whether they 
are tenants or anybody elser and that hapjiens all over the country. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It does not in the least follow that beeause cm. 
man wants to knock another on the head in the mufassal, you need 
thei’elore bring that into the question of Calcutta goondas. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: The mercantile 

plutocrats, their counterparts in Calcutta, likewise retain this daee of mm ^ 
to terrorise rivals or take revenge on enemies. You cannot tbereltmi 
expect much co-operation from that class of the public to whom goondbl 
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aod hthials are a necessity. There is another imporUnt point whfth 
must not be lost si^ht of, viz., that these g^oondas for whose expulsion 
we are legislating, are more or less drawn from the working classy who 
come to Calcutta for a living. Goil only knows the treatment , the honest 
workers receive from the polk^e. If he is u cait driver, he must pay 
his toll to the police beforehand, the ]KH>r hawker must likewise give 
a ^re, the coolies too must give his ixx>jah to the iiriests, I mean the 
paratcalla^. On the top of these you are giving the jwdiee extra }K)wors 
to deport a certain cla.ss men iiK'luding futnu'allan , fjliarryiraHoii, 
durwans and haw’kers who, a<‘coi(ling to jH>li<’e, are (/t/o.vi-goondas. 
The Hon’ble the Mover has (juoted the Koreigners Act as a precedent, 
I have read the Act and find the analogy is very |K)or indtMxi. The 
Foreigners Act is an old Act of I8(>4 nnxliticd in Itllo as a wiir measure 
to deal with enemy subject. The preamble of the I'oreigners Act is 
to enable the Government to ]m‘vent tlie snbj.'*ct of foieign States from 
residing or sojourning in Ibitisb India witliont the joiiMoit of the Gov- 
eniment. It is more or less a isditical iiH'asun*. The Hombay Public 
Act does provide a j)arallel. S(‘cti(>n *J7 empowers the Commissioner of 
Police, Bombay, to remove bv ff ice c(*rtaiii midesiiabb‘s witliout re-sort 
to deportation as suggested in the Bill. I wish that the Government 
had adapted a similar measuie by slightly amemling the Calcutta Police 
Act. 

Thei'o arc one oi' tw(» points in tlu* sjumm Ii of (he non’b](» lh<' Mover 
delivered the other day, c./;., his r(*ference to the goondas who ww© 
about to .set fire to the Star Theatre. T have it on feliabic ;nitl»ority that 
the boys who did this weie local Bengali hadmnslifu wlu) Tuade fjoJmal 
because their judvilege to visit the Theatre fiee of '-okI was taken «v/ay. 
Fancy this was r(‘port(H] to (he FTomc Mtunber as an incidfoit of g(Mm- 
daism to he dealt with bv a Bill of this kind. The names of these local 
hadinashfs and their addresses are in the p(»sHe.ssioi» of the management. 
I have read the replies of (he various bmlies <nnsu]ted on (he subject 
and all of them ^eni to agnv on the princi])le of the Bill, but insist u|K) 1I 
certain safeguards. Those associations want their rejjreseTjtatives to 
be consulted by the Government before de|)ortation. These ussrMua- 
tions are more or less organizations of either the intellectuals or wealthy 
mwi whose touch with common folk of this citv is indeed very remote. 
They have no facility to verify the rc|K)rt of jKdice. Tn my opinion, 
8il«> it is an extraordinary’ legislation to lionnd out hnlmnnhes of this 
Cligr. The extraordinary power wHI only help rich hndmanhvn to get 
ioot-free by paying heavy premium and many an innocent men will nafur- 
aBy suffer. However, if the Council is determined to stamp out goon- 
datsm by this, the only remedy suggested by the police, 1 would suggest 
important amendments, e.g., ** Goondas ’’ must be properly defined, 
|| IS not ensotigh to say that goondas include hooligans and other rDOghi 
wmi to oimimit a non-bailnble offence. Take the case of an ordinary 
nriminil, a pidkpocket. He picks your pocket, and if you happen to 
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oaft;b him, he givee you a beating: he is a hooligan. Surely you do 
not want to deal with him under the Goondas Act. The Indian Penal 
Code h quite sufficient to deal with him. Take the case of a zuberduMt 
gharrywalla who mixes with the gooudas. He abuses a passenger lor 
not paying him enough or even gives him a beating. Are you going to 
deal with him under this Act? 

As for safeguanls, none of the suggestions made by these associa- 
tions of capitalists and intellectuals seem effective. 1 would like to see 
that goondas are represented by somebmly, a pleader or a missionary, 
before the Government inquiry. I would also suggest that the report 
of the jwlice and the Goveniment inquiry' be sent to a High Court Judge 
and expulsion sanctioned with his concurrence. 

It strikes me that l)efore [)assing this Act the people of Barabasar 
and those localities infestecl by goondas should organize defence volun- 
teers with iK)lico powers. Surely patriotic young men would be forth- 
coming armed, backed by the imlic^ and the reserves, to protect them- 
selves against the terrorism of four hundred and odd m(*n on the register 
of the police. This sort of thing was triwl in Chinsura and elsewhere 
and the jMdice publicly complimented the work of the defence volun- 
teers. There are certain risks attnchcMl to this volunbw work, but 
surely thosi^ men who are the hoi)e of patriotism, go to jail, and face 
bullets, should face terrorism uTid even suffer for it, to protect people 
against terrorism. Let the rich |)eople of Baruhazar keep armed guards 
and give them i>owerH as sjH'cial constables and see what follows. 
Dt^portation without trial affects the very foundation of human liberty 
and unless the disease, I mean, goondnism, is so advant^ed that the 
surgeons last o|>eration, viz., on the heart is essential, try other 
remedies. It is well-known that in the f -ontinent and America there are 
terrorist sinieties such as Vendettas, Klu Klux Klan and they are all 
dealt with without resort to deportation. The tem>ri8m practised by 
the members of these secret societies is ten times worse than what is 
practised by Calcutta goondas, and yet* speciulh’* in the United States, 
there is no such Act to deport terrorists of this kind — the ordinary cri- 
minal laws in the United States of America ar© quite enough to deal 
with theip. 

I therefore urge the Government either to redraft the Bill or ameifd 
the Calcutta Police Act on the lines of the Bombay Act, Failing this I 
appeal to the members of tbe Select Committee to provide easeutial 
safeguards that in the name of stamping out goondaism innocent dp* 
country workers are not deported or clapped into jails. 

Mr, BUOYPROiAD tlNCH ROY: Ut ipe begin with ^ remaik 
that from the personnel of the Select Committee it is apparent 'that it ^ 
is the desire ol Government that the mulassal membexe should take 
no part in this debate over the Calcutta Goondas Bill ; because, it heiAt 
n purely local measure, in their opini<m the mulaesal oonstltuenctee Siie 
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not »U intei«8t«d in it. But it is a notorious fact tliat it is Abe 
people W the mufassal, while they are on visits to Calcutta and an» 
twt Mgbt-seeing or making pun ha.ses, who fall mom easy viotips to 
th^ goondas than the inhabitants of this city who are quite &liar 
with the ways of these ruffians. .So. in my humble opinion, we are as 
much interested in this Bill as the memlicrs representing the Calcutta 
constituencies. 

As re^rds the Bill itself, I am fully aware that it is one of the pri- 
mary duties of the States to nmiutain law and oivler, and public, tran- 
quillity in this city cannot be preservo<l unless and until the Government 
are armed wiUi the lowers which they now propose to take. So 1 hope 
that every right-thinking* man in this country will support and ro- 
operate with Government in their attempt to put down hooliganism in 
this city. I think that the jmblic have every reason to lie grateful to 
Government for intnKlucing this Bill in the liOgislative (\>unc?1 (hough 
this measure is now long overdue. But I am sorry to .say that though 
I fully welcome the general principle which underlies this Bill, I cannot 
give my unstinted support to it. Firstly, hmiuw* 1 consider that in 
spite of the explanation givfui hy the Hon’hle the Member while intro- 
ducing this Bill the (»ther day, there should Im* no distinction IndwtHMi the 
Bengali and non-Bengali goondas. As has Ikm'ii |H>inted out by 
Mr. Khaitan from the reply given to my ([uestion by the llon’hle the 
Member himself, there are many Bengali g(H>ndas who are e(}ually dan- 
gerous as their up-country lirethren. 1 do not tliink that the country 
will like to shelter them simply Isuause they are Bengalis f>r hapjM*ii to 
h<» domiciled in this province. 1 cjuite apprecial(‘ the Ilcm’hle tin* Mem- 
her H arguments that the Bengal Government cannot with any propriety 
ask other provinces to take hack their own men and to k(vp them uncter 
proper control, hut Government cannot shift their own resixuiHihilitv 
on other Governments by directing the Bengali gfK>ndas tf> leave this 
Presidency; hut if no provision is made for them in this Bill, and if the 
Bengali goondas a re^ completely exclude<l fmm it, bow can we get over 
the fact that we shall lie leaving a very largt^ numlrer of criminals to 
carrj^ on their trade uncoil trolled in this city? 

I am not prepared to believe that the removal of their up-countrv 
leaders will dishearten the Bengali goondas in any way. New leaders 
will at once take the field, the only difference lieing that they will be 
Bengalis instead of the Punjabis or Peshwaris. 

My seoond point is that there should l>e a committee of inquiry, 
that is, a committee of inquiry' consisting of respectable citieens and 
piesided ovei* by a District and Sessions Judge of at least ten years^ 
standing. When it was possible for my countr>^men to sit in the Special 
Tnlmnals which tried the anarchists just a few j^ears ago, and for the 
police to hiduoe people to give evidence against these dangmus 
erimmala in open courts trials. I fail to understand why it will 
Hoi ho poaoiblo for my countrymen to on an inquiry committee 



m 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


[ 28 th Nov. 


or for ike police to procure evidence against these goondas even 
before a committee of inquiry. I think Government will be well 
advis^ not to be guided in this matter by the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Police, wlio is sure to be misled by his subordinates who will 
actually hold the inquiry. It is a very unpleasant truth that the evi- 
dence produced by the police can be easily manipulated by the parlies 
concerned according to their interests when tlvey are men of means and 
induence. So, I think it is (Miuita.ble that before a man is asked to 
leave this Presidency, he should be given an opportunity of proving his 
innocence at least l>efore an imj)artial committee of in{|uirv, if not before 
a Court of Law, that his fate should not be decided by the police officers. 
On the plea of removing gixmdas from (talent ia, we can on no account 
agree to invest the police with considerable judicial jx>wer8 and to make 
it an engine of oppression and injustice. 

My last suggestion is that there should be a maximum and minimum 
time-limit within which a man may be din^cted to leave this IVesidency 
and this should Ix' distinctly mentioned in tljc Acl. Willi these tew 
words, 1 lH‘g to welcome the general piinciples vvhiih underlie this 
Bill. I lio|x^ that the Seltxt Comniitjee will candMlly ('onsider the 
suggestions reix‘atedly made hy my friends here. 

MttiHvi HAMID-UD-DiN KHAN: 1 beg to support the genoiul 
principles of the Bill that has been introduceil in this Council. It is 
known to everybody here that iu Calcutta the goondas ha\<‘ heen per- 
jxdrating the worst of crimes, murdtMs, rohlHuies, and datuitios. 


Mf« PRESIDENT: Will the Member kindly rai.se his voice? It is 
very difficult to hear what he is saying. 


Maulvi HAMID-UD-DiN KHAN: To pre.servo the peace, secu- 
rity, and tranquillity and to sqt the minds of the inhabitants of Calcutta 
at rest, this Bill should lx* introduced and passed at a.s early a date as 
possible. Of course* this Bill should be passed with certain alterations 
and mo<lifieations. One wdiieh T am going to suggest is that the 
words “ is not a Bengali by birth ” should be eradictated Irecause we 
feel that a goonda is a gixmda, and that there should be no distinction 
between a goonda who is a Bengali and a goonda who is not a Bengali. 
The object 'of this Bill is to de}K)rt the non-Bengali goondas to their 
provinces or presidencies. The question may lx* raised as to what shall 
be done with regard to the Bengali goondas? To this my suggestion 
is that the Bengali goondas should be sent back to their own native 
districts, or in cases where they are inhabitants of this city, they shonU 
be called upon to give ^»ecurity for good behaviour. 

My second suggestion is that as to the inquiry that has been 
gested by my previoi^ speakers, the inquiry should be by the !bc^ 
Oovemment with recommendations from the Commissioner of PoNee 
and in conjunction with the representatives of *the leading p^ofila 
Ihn locality. ^ 
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With these modi^catious and uUeratioim, I recommend that ^the 
BiB be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. D« J. COHEN: As a resicleut of Calcutta I beff to thit^k the 
Govemmeot for bringing foi waul this iin*asurt\ Habu ludu Bbusban 
Datta baa advised us not to rush matters. For my own port, I consider 
this to be a belated measure. That it has become absolutely necessary to 
have some additional powers which will effectively restrict, if not entirely 
do away with the activities of the goondas, is acknowledged on all hands, 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has relerred to the preventive sections 100 and 
110 of the Criminal Procedure Cmle. In my own ex'ix'rienee I have 
realised too clearly the iiiadtspiacy of tlu* existing |>owers. My only 
regret is that the Bill makes no attempt to effectively control the activi- 
ties of the Bengali goondas. From the leply given in unswe'r t 4 ) a ques- 
tion put by a memlier of this House, the iiumlier of the latter is none 
too small, es{)ecially if you take into considiMutions the large following 
which maiiy of these goondas have. 

Eumor Shih Shekhareswar Kay ohjecled primarily heiMiuse he con- 
sidered that the Bill did mit provide suflicient safeguards; I think that 
also is the objection of my friend Mr. Krishna (imndra Itay Chaudhuri, 
the Labour MemlK*r; that may 1k» ho, but in onler to bring a man within 
the operation of this Act it will he necessary for the jxiliee to show first 
that the man eonipluincil against is an old offender who hahituajly uses 
violence in committing criniinal offenc(‘s. This will be some safeguard 
in itself. It must l)e remembered along with this, that this ]till is 
admittedly a sixnial piece of legislation and the (piestion of such safe- 
guards cannot lie lost sight of. 1 dare.say that nobody will ohjed to 
include such safeguards as will be found ne<*essary so long us they will 
not be able to defeat the object of the Bill. 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 heg most strongly 
to support the amendment of Babu Tndu Bhushan Dutta. I would 
humbly request the Council to pay some measure of attention to what I 
wish to say because, to some extent, I have come into contact with 
the police administration in (.'alcutta, and with the jKilice particularly in 
connection with the goondas, I do iid wn’sh to suggt^st for a moment 
that goondaism is not rani(xirt, or is not so widespread that special 
efforts, quite apart from the (iuestion of HjMM-ial {xiwei-s, are necessary 
to check the evil, but I feel that the Bill w ill intrixluce on evil greater 
than the evil we are endeavouring to remove. I really' cannot appre- 
ciate the argument of Babu Debi IVosad Khaitan, who while speaking 
tilfoiighoat as if there was no necessity whatsoever for this special 
piece of legislation, said that because the Government think that it 
* is neoesMiy, we have got to accept it. Throughout T have considered 
llai liecMMiee the Government think that a particular piece of bgtslaiioO 
ki peoeaMu 7 we should examine it with the most meticulous care. 
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l4<nticipating a fitorm of opposition as regards the plenary powm 
of the Government, the Hon’ble the Member has suggested that the Select 
Committee may provide safeguards. I do not wish to say anything 
regarding Select Committees and their constitution. No doubt, they 
will, in all honesty and fairness, attempt to provide safeguards, but it 
is the main principle of the Bill that I am unhappily not in agreement 
with. The main plank of the Bill is the enormous ix)werg given to the 
Commissioner of l^olice of Cuh utta and the Government. Try as much 
as we can, not all non-official bodies usscM iated with the Government will 
be able to deal with the Commissioner of Police and the reports supplied 
by his subordinate officials; not all the protests will be able to temper 
the adamantine opinion of the Government if they intend to dejwrt any- 
body they desire. No safeguards will do. The powers sought to be 
given to the Commissioner of Police must be whittled down, for let me 
tell it plainly, though hesitatingly, for I feel it my duty to do so, that 
we have no confideiK'e whatsoever in the character of the ix>lix)e in 
Calcutta and for this reason. I know' from ix*rsonal exjwrience and 
from inquiries made extensively, that w^ere it not for the apathy of the 
police in some instances and for their comipt practice in most others, 
gcxHidaism would not pnn'ail in (-alcutta in the m(*asure in which we 
find it here. J sjeak aguin from personal (‘xperieiice that in many 
cases g(K>ndas are fostered liy the ]X)lice and even during the last stormy 
days they were utilized hy the |M>lice themselves to tcnorise the |>eople 
and protect the non-co-oiHTution moveUient, (piite apart from the acts 
of go<mdaism and loot and desecration practised by the police them- 
selves in M<H*hua Bazar (Ui which no action has Wen taken — 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Is this attack on the police 
relevant, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The meraWr is going a little too far. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY; But unfortunately 
the Cjondition of the jKilice of Calcutta ^ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We are not discussing the condition of the 
jjolice. It is quite sufficient for the memWr to say so shortly if he 
obje<'ts to any particular powers that he thinks ought not to be given 
to the |K>lice. It is not necessary to indulge in a regular diatribe against 
the police. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I may say that in 
those q,uarter8 which are frequented by goondas, cocaine smuggling 
and gambling take place and these are not only condoned by the police 
but aiv even promoted in a measure and police officers give due and 
friendly warning to these culjw'its themselves. 

Mr* PRfSIDENTi The membw is still attacking the police. 1 widi 
be would develop his argument in a different way. 
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Mr, HUSEYM 8HAHEEO SUHRAWAROYs Sir, I am d«»#iig 

with the quefltion that iH)wer8 are not to be g“iveu to the police, both 
Indians and Europeans, considorinpr as they are at present consented, 
and it is not possible to dilate ui>ou this point without attacking the 
police. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would ixdnt out to the memWr that he must 
do it in a different way. The way he is proc<MHling i.s not in order. 
Whatever the member has io say ujkjii the matter can l>e said in one 
sentence. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: This will be a sub- 
stantial source of revenue in the thunas and I am siire that the repu- 
tation of the Calcutta ]\>lice must Im* known to all— Sic, 1 am not 
attaeking the jxdic'e any further — to Indians and KurojHMins alike. Sir, 
Rai Dr. ITaridhan Dutt llahudur has demanded that thos<‘ goondns who 
reside in Bengal may be lunnid down. But what does this deniand lead 
to? Goonda.s who can jwiy Hs. I(),(t0() may go free*. Thom* wbo are not 
criminals enough to advance Its. 5,000 or Us. 1^,000 accfjrding to the 
dictates of the i>owers that 1m* w'ill Im* def»orted. Or again for satis- 
fying private grudg(‘ or on ucctmnt of family (juarrels p(M)ple may find 
the penalty of the deiK>rtation hel{>ful in de<danng their fcn' n gwhda. 
Thus under these* |K>w’ers it will Ik* |M)SHihle to remove many who are not 
goondas and keep many goomlas (d the mort* elangerous and richer 
class. I can well understand the desin* ami the anxiety of the 
police that this Bill should Ik* ptissed he<aii.se it is clearly to their 
advantage and w'ill help to give them such i^ower** as to carry them alxive 
the law. T know that so long ns Mr. Wilson or Mr. Bird, who are very 
honest, sincere, hardw'orking, able, and effi<*ient gentlemen tf» the corps, 
are there, much mischief cannot Ik* done. But they an* anomalies in the 
jK>li<*e service and the rapid deterioration of the |>olici* in Cab’utta is 
quickly removing such i)eople frrmi the s<*rv'ice. T would thereff>re 
humbly reipiest the House to hesitate considerably before uciord- 
ing their support to the Bill and sanctioning r(*strictions on the 
liberties of the people. We <nnnot. we must not, jdace such unlimi- 
ted powers in the hands of the i>oliee for, firstly, they will misuse 
those powers; secendlv, * the pf)wers at their dis[K)sal cannot eradi- 
cate the evil if so desired— i.e., if it is desired not merely by soma 
of the senior officers but also by the others ns well. If special 
precautions hafl been taken the evil would have sulisided ; if the goonda 
police had worke<l satisfactorily there would lie no need for this extra- 
ordinary piece of legislation. This special power must not be given to 
oompensate foy the protection which the police would offer againat tbft 
goondaa. The cases cited by the Hon’ble the Member in charge are not^ 
goonda cases at all. One was a case ot imre revenge by an accused who 
hod beon acquitted against a person wbo bad given false eyidenoe against 
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hiA; in the ether ca^e seme Bengalis were equally cencemed. As regiurdi 
the burning of the Star Theatre, I saw the boys themselves ranged outside 
the rolija of the Deputy Commissioner of. the Criminal Investigation 
Department and most of them were Bengali boys who had gone astray. 
On account of the many imi^erfections in the Bill in the matter of prin^ 
ciples, which cannot be remedied by the Select Committee, I would suggest 
that the Bill be farther circulated so as to get the opinion of the public 
iKwlies in Calcutta, particularly the opinions of the Bar and the Vakils* 
Library of the Cabuitta High Court, and the libraries of the Police 
Couit, the Howrah Court, the Seuldah Court and '•the Alipore Court, 
lliey, with their more sp(»cialized knowledge, would be able to tell us 
lum the evil cun be met with the |K)wers which the iK>lire already possess 
and how’ nieuiis can Ik* effectively devised withoiit extra judicial powers 
being given to the [x>lico. 


Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: T feel that 1 shall not be jiistifi^, 
©t the fag-end of this day, to inflict a si>eech u|M)n this House. But 
1 e(|imlly feel that it is my duty to accord my whoh'-hearted support 
to the princij>h‘ uixui which this Bill has Immui fiaimMl. It is the out- 
come of rejMcsenfations made from time to time b> tiu* various associa- 
tions ill ('alciitta. There is no denying the fact thiil t]»e evil of goon- 
daism has grown in spite of the preventive action which has been tried 
from fime to time by tlie police. It is therefore desirable that effective 
sl(*ps sliould be taken to su]vpress goondnism in the city of Calcutta. At 
lli(* same timt* 1 feud that the Bill does not go far enough, (jtmndaism has 
get to be HU]q>reHS(*d, No distinction should, therefore, 1 h* made l>etween 
ujM'ountry or Bengali or ('liristiun goondas. Whatever the place of 
origin of these roughs and hooligans and whatever their jwrentage, 
thev must ])e ruth]('S.sly (bqswted. Si> far as Bengjdis are eoncerned, I 
l)eliev(‘, tbe sim])le reiiKMly would be to intern them within Bengal. 
I do not at this stage propose to go into any d(*tails. Some members 
have iK>inted out, and rigbtlv, T think, Hie neee.ssity of .submitting the 
re|K)rt of the (\immi.ssioTier of Police to a judicial authority, for instance, 
a Judge of the High (\nirt. I think it w’ould meet the .situation and 
satisfy ptiblic opinion if the leport against a fmrtieular individual or a 
batch of individuals were to he submitted for disj^osal by a Judge of the 
High Court. A certain memln'r has suggested the appointment of a 
commit tc»e to lie associated w ith the Commissioner of Police. I am not 
one of those who 1ms no confidence in the Commissioner of Police of 
Calcutta, but may I ask how’ many citiwns you will find in Calcutta 
who will be pnqwred to act on thisi committee? I know of cases of 
resptH'table educatetl men who had refused, although they were ejre- 
^witnesses, to dejxwe against hooligans in my part of the city. A resnect- 
able gentleman to our surprise was belaboured by a gang of hooUgaidl 
in mv locality. He was a gentleman drawing* a pension of ahtmt 
Bs. 400 . and waa nkeroilessly beaten. His senana was invaded. Theiti 
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wei» many witnesses and when they were approached they said : “ IWl* 
we eannot go against the hooligans and give evidence.** ^is is the 
pCMiitioo. Under the circumstances it is inconceivable that 3 ^ will 
get many^en to serve on this committee, which some of the members 
are very keen about associating with the Commissioner of Police. 1 
would not detain the House any hmger. 1 btdieve the various sugges- 
tions which have been made hy the menihers will he (carefully (M)nsidctt‘d 
*by the Select Committee in nullifying the jirovisions of this Bill in order 
that it may In? elective without iKung odiou.s or oi>pressive. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am one of those unfortunate 
persons wdio had to sjkmuI the best jsution of his life among eriines and 
criminals in and about Calcutta. Having done that, knowing all that I 
do, I welcome this nieasiiie whole-heartedly. I am |H*rfectly ‘willing to 
agree that suggestions might lie made hy various jHT.sons and bo<lies, both 
public and private, so that the Sidcct (\uiiiiiittee might find their Way 
to modify any of these* mutte'is of pi(M‘ 4 *<lurc or ev(»n ]>rinciples which are 
harsh, so that there may lud Ik* any .M*riouh danger so fur as members of 
the community who ai«‘ innoc(‘n 1 an* (‘oiu’crned. But that cannot be 
any reason why we should o}»{m»s(‘ tlu* introduction of this Bill. Then, 
again, the jHilice may he coiiupt or hatl, that cannot Im* any reason why 
we should not do our pint of the duly. As regards the |K>lice, I think 
that the young gentleman who aHack<*il them — 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; On a jwint of order. 
Is the menilK‘r in order in referring to u fellow-memlH*r as a young 
gentleman ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Youth is no offence. I do not think Mr. Mallik 
means anything offensive. Bui, i>(*rha]»s, as ohjtMtion has lHM*n taken* 
Mr. Mallik, you might refer to the member as my friend. 

BMnjSURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 refer to him us the young 
gentleman who chooses to think himself oldl* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I do not think you can do that. (liaughter.) 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Well, my friend began by 
saying all manner of things against the [Kiliee. But does he know that 
he is the iierson who has given them the best certificate? During hia 
'"professional career of three years he has, on his admission, come to know 
three suiierior jiolice officers wlio are in his opinion excellent, gentle- 
manly, efficient, and every thing that is gocnl. I may tell him that 
during my 29 years* exjierieiu-e at the har I know that there are many 
exigent, gentlemanly, and efficient officers in the force, and when be 
liai|^26 years* more experience he will also agree with me. This is my 
point with regard to them. , 

' 1 And my name in the list of the Select Committee memben and 1 

mm the Hooie that I will eemtiniaa every aeciion ol the BiB« 
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If ^ere ift anytliing in the Bill from which any danger is apprehended 
as regards security of the innocent people or if there is anything which 
mighk^ turned into account by unscrupulous persons to the danger d 
their iraocent friends or relatives by putting them into trouble then, 
certainly, it should ht the duty of every man in the committee to 
oppose them. But if it is not so, then there is no reason why we should 
oppose the Bill merely on account of certain misapprehensions and 
certain fears which do not really exist anywhere. It is not a ques-* 
tion of Calcutta or mufassal. Everybody who knows Calcutta knows 
that there are very few |)eople who would venture to come forward and 
give evidence against n goonda. As regards the suggestion of a panel 
of four men sitting together and judging cas<*s T can assure the 
House that that will not do. There are very few people who would 
venture to come and give a hearing openly to the goonda cases and be 
marked by the goondas as the persons who tried their caw's. T^ook at 
the facts. It is a measure for our own gcKxl, and so far as Bengalis 
are concerned I do not find that there is anything objectionable in the 
Bill. If you are a born Bengali you do not come within the law at 
all. Should it be so or not that is a different question, and I have 
something to say about it. A goonda is a grwnda, be he a Bengali 
or an ufvcountry man. But that is not the point. The i>oint is this: 
have we got any other suggestion more efficient or (sjuallv efficient 
which we can accept in lieu of this Bill at the present moment P fA 
VOICE: The Calcutta Police Act.] I find that my friend who has just 
intemiptwl me has very little knowledge of the Police Act 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That does not matter. No notice need be taken 
of the intemiption, 

BM>u 8URENDRA NATil MALLIK: The present Police Act and 
the Criminal TVoce<lure (V)de fmm section 107 onwards are absolutely 
inefficacious, Ixecause the whole of that is based on a trial in a court, 
where you must have witne.sses. If the ix)lice does not get witnesses 
they will bring in their parnrallas, hiriirnllas, and hackney-carriage 
drivers. When they cannot get respectable persons to give ovidenoa 
they will bring all those persons. They cannot jx>s8ibly do otherwise. 
Sir, we miwt have rt»course to some mtmsure merely as a matter of 
exfiediency in order to get rid of this trouble — that is the question. 

I may mention that this was the only thing in which I agreed with the* 
Hou'ble Sir Henrv Wheeler when he was with us. When Sir Henry 
Wheeler first six>ke to me almut this Bill I conlially supported it. I 
said I welcomed it. He said : “ Mr. Mallik, T am surprised to find thni 
you are going to support me in this.” T said : ** I will do so with the 
greatest pleasure, because I am perfectly convinced that there is IMI 
other machinery which can be so effective for the purpose for wlioh ^ 
this^has been placed before us.” It will not do to throw this outi H 
any of my friends haTe got any auggeations, let him write to the 
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and 1 can assure him that the palest possible ^ttentiCn 
will be paid to them and I for myself will throw away the whole Bill 
if there is any other method of coping with the evil. ^ 

[The Council then adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

^ After the adjournment. 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 think the debate of this 
afternoon will confirm the Government in thpir view that they have 
the support of the country’ behind them in this Bill and that the Bill 
meets a real demand on the part of this (Council. We may have lagged 
behind public opinion in this matter, although that is an allegation 
not often brought against us; we are generally accused of being too 
far ahead. There are only two speakers who have opposed motion 
for reference to the Select Committee. One is Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
who has displayed a very close acquaintance with the goondas and 
whose acquaintance with them lias apiwrently provetl to 1 m' more for- 
tunate than that of other inemliers of this (’ouncil. His Ht>eech, I 
think the CVmncil will agree, contains more hitterness than argument, 
but I would like to point out U> him the logical fallacy when he stale<l 
after a bitter attack upon the jwist administration of the poli(‘e that he 
was quite content that no harm ran possibly he done so long ns the 
officers like Messrs. Bird and Wilson were there Messrs. Bird and 
Wilson have been in the Calcutta Police for a considerahle numlK»r of 
years covering a i)erio<l which is included in Mr. Suhrawardy’s narra- 
tion of police oppression. The other member who opimsed the motion 
was Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhun. With regard to his sjKwh, I would 
otfly repudiate the statement made that goondas are a part of the honest 
working men who come to (Vlciitta to s<M*k for employment, and I am 
sure his own const ituency will repudiate the statement also. 

Another statement of his attack is the reference in my speech with 
regard to the fire incident in a certain theatre. He said that it was 
not tbe work of goondas hut the action of certain youths who had Wen 
n^sed their usual’ free admission and who thereuiK>n attempted to 
fir© the theatre. Sir, if that is not goondaism, I do not know what is. 
Sotting fire to a theatre for being refused free seats is surely an exhibi- 
tioE of goondaism that we wish to check. One of the two suggesticms 
that bo made against the motion that this Bill should be proceeded with 
was that the Calcutta Police Act should be amended instead of bring- 
ing in this Bill. But surely it is merely a matter of procedure whether 
W piocoed by amending the old Act or by bringing in a new Bill. 
Tbot is only a question of procedure and it seems advisable to deal with 
a paiiicular situation by a special Act instead of tinkering with tbo 
pgoniiol law. His other suggestion was an astounding ono, namely, 
tosideais of Barabaiar should provide themselves with armed 
Surety it is a better way to deal with hooliganism by passing 
ik A# 1!^ tWs Gwm by giving rwidonta of a particular locality ih# 
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pJltaiMiop to keep armed guards to kill tke gooodae and pfiesiUy olbtr 
people. 

T^tk reference to the amendment that has been moved, as soon as 
I hear^ that Baku ludu Bhushan Dutta wished the Presidency Magis- 
trates to be consulted, I asked the Secretary of this Council to send 
copies of the Bill to the Chief and Second Presidency Magistrates and 
obtain their views on the subject. No doubt, they will consult other 
Presidency Magistrates in the usual course. If the Council desire that 
any body of legal opinion should be consulted, I have not the slightest 
objection, and I am willing to consult the mover as to what represen- 
tative bodies in Calcutta he desires to have the Bill sent to. 

The speeches this evening have shown, I think, l)eyond doubt that 
it is the general opinion that the evil is so great that it is necessary 
to tackle it now. One speaker, T think one speaker only, has thrown 
a doubt as to whether sjiecial legislation of this kind is necessary. .1 
have already explained in introducing this Bill — and it has also been 
explained in the papers that have l)een cii ciliated — the reasons why 
the present law is not sufficient to deal wiih the goondas. I will not 
take up the time of the Council by going into it again. One principal 
reason is, as has been stated by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy, it is almost an 
impossibility to obtain evidence for the prosecution of goondas in the 
ordinary courts. 

A suggestion has lieen made — am glad to say that it was not 
taken up hy the Council as a whole — that the Bill should l>e on a 
temporary basis. I think the Council will agree that legislation of 
this kind cannot he a tem]>orary measure. In the first place, the main 
objection to it is that if you pass the Bill for one year and get rid of 
the goondas and do not pass it again next year, the Act lapses and the 
goondas come bark again.* Again, if the Bill is successful, its very 
success stands in the way of Government coining up nex.t year and 
asking for its continuance, Wause we shall he told that the evil no 
longer exists. Besides, it is always open to the Council to repeal the 
Act. Thei*efore, I trust that this tentative suggestion will not be 
pursued. ' 

The main criticism of the principle of the Bill is that it is an indefi- 
nite one, It^cause the definition of goondas is not precise. That is 
perfectly true; we all know what a goonda is, but very few people can 
put down R' short and concise definition of him, and we are advised that 
the definition we have put in the Bill is the beat way of indicating the* 
sort of men who are the goondas. I would point out that you cannoi 
deport a man under this Bill bc^cause he is a goonda, but only becanae 
he is of the class of goondas and he is also a man who is about to com- 
mit a non-bailable offence and so forth. 

The other main line of objection is that we do not include the Hen -' ^ 
gall goondas. The reason of that I gave in my opening speeeh. 

Bill, as it stan^, is Imr deporting a certain class of goondas^ and i 
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^|m|| ti to ^fi^oee gentlemen who are so keen on maintaining^ the i^kta 
individuals whether we should have any justification lor exiling irom 
Bengal the Bengali goonda and telling him to go elsewhere find 
hie living. The other provinces would most certainly k>l>je<^ to OUT 
doing that, but apart from that, from the jKiiiit of view of Bengal it* 
jN^lf, have we the right to turn a Bengali out of Bengal? Besides, the 
Bill, I may remind the House, dtK‘s not iin|H>se a punishment; it is 
only a preventive Bill. It dejiorts those who do not belong to the pro- 
vince; it inflicts no punishment on them unless they come Iwck again. 
In the same way, 1 think, the House will agree, we have no right to 
exile and so punish a Bengali goonda. If the Select (^)mmittee can 
devise a way of dealing with Ihe Bengali goonda short of exiling him* 
Govenimenf would certainly he willing to consider their solution. 

Another point raised is that the Bill is confiiie<l to Talcutta only 
and that Howrah and the mill amis have been excludisl. There is 
great force in that. The reason why it is confined only to ('alcutta and 
doe« not include other areas is that it was drawn up entirely on the 
representation of the people of (\ilcutta, and we jirovided in it not 
only for gwindas living in ralcutta hut also for goondas freijuenting 
Calcutta, which would ro|K‘ in gemndns who live at Howrah and com- 
mit their depredations in Cahuitta. 1 think ttic present limitations 
of the Bill aiti not altogether satisfac tory, hut 1 ho|H* the Select Com- 
mittee may he able to find a way out of it. 

The last point I wish to mention is the Statement of Chjecds and 
Reasons witfi which fault has l>eeu found by some mpmh<*rs. I have 
been acousell by the Kumar Sahib of saying that the Marw*aris keep 
goondas. If memliers will read the Statement of Ohjects and Reasons 
they will .see that it is an unjust accusation. The statenuujt savs that 
** the Marwaris, on the allegation that police protec tion is insufficient, 
maintain numbers of the class of men from whic h the goondas come, 
and thus make it still more difficult for the iiolice to deal with the 
evil.*' The Statement of Ohjects and Reasons was drawn up to give 
the House Hn account of how the Bill came to he put hi‘fore it. In 
the course of that it was necessary to explain what the origin of the 
large number of goondas in Calcutta was, and our inrpiiries dating 
back some years from now, do show that a large numlier of the class, 
which accounts for these goondas, came down originallv as durwans, 

— I will not use the word hithxoln — all employed by the ricb busi«» 
ness community of Barabazar. Government never for a moment sug- 
gested that the Marwaris or any other people emplov goondx^i, but 
what they say is that it was the employment offered bv these people 
wlitch attracted this class of men to Calcutta, and this class of men is 
the class which provides the goondas. I do not say that these men 
Pnee they take to goondaism, remain in the service of the Harwarfs* 

Tariow suggestions have been brought forward for improving the 
Ant, niese, no doubt, will be of great assistance W iht Select. Cpm- 
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1 jhink the Hou«e will agree that the Select Comijjlltee I H p 
very representative one and is constituted with the idea of enabling 
Calcutft. to shape* the legislation as its public opinion thinks best. I 
am sure fhe suggestions which have been put forward will receive their 
fullest consideration. T trust, therefore, that the House will now 
allow the Bill to go tf> the Select Committee. 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY • J move that the (juestion be 
now 

Th(^ motion that the (jiiestion be put was then put and agreed to. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: As the Hon’ble the Member has 
accejited my suggestions, I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The amei^dmeiit of Babu Jndu Bhushan Dutta w’as then, by leave of 
the (V)uncil, withdrawn. 

Tlie motion that tlie (loonda.s Bill, 1922, l>e referred to a Select (\)m- 
rnittee was then jiut and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I h ave to announce tin* result of the election to 
the S(‘h'cl ( \uninit t(‘(‘ for the amendment of the Standing Order.s. Tlie 
names of those who hav(* }H'<*n e](‘('t«*d are as follows : - 

Mr. A. Mari’. 

l)i. Ilassan Suhrawardy. 

Shah Syed Kmdadul TTaii. 

Ib’of<‘s,sor S. (h Mukherji. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

Mr. S. M. Bose. 

Mr. Syed Krfan Ali. 

The l)eputv-Pr(‘si(]ent will also bo a memlH*r of the committee in accord- 
nnce with Standing ()rd«*r T^o. 100, and I nominate Mr. R. H. L. 
Tmngfoiil -lame.s, one of the (^hairmen of the Counc il, to be on the Com- 
mittee in accordance* with tin* Standing- Orders. 

The Committc't* will imH*t to-moirow at 11-JtO a.m. at the Town Hall. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T have it in command from His Excellency the 
Oovernor to announce that the Ctiuneil stands prorogued. 

The menilHU's then dispersed. 


B. 8. Pm*— J6l«J-l,60«^A. P.A 
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